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Sacred Eclogue,

In Imitation of

VIRGILS POLLIO,




Advertifement.

N reading feveral pafiages of the Prophet Ifaiah,
which foretell the coming of Chrift and the felicities
attending it, I could not but obferve 2 remarkable pa-
rity between many of the thoughts, and thofe in the
Pollio of Virgil. This will not feem {urprifing, when
we reflect, thatthe Eclogue was-taken from a Sibylline

Prophecy on the fame fubjett. One may judge that
Virgil did not copy it line by line, but felected fuch
1deas as beft agreed with the nature of paftoral poetry,
and difpofed them in that manner which ferved moft
to beautify his piece. ' I have endeavoured the fame in
this imitation of him, though without admitting any
thing of my own; fince it was written with this parti-
cular view, that the reader, by comparing the feveral
thoughts, might fee how far the images and defcrip-
tions of the Prophet are fuperior to thofe of the Poet,
But as I fear I have prejudiced them by my management,
I thall fubjoin the pafiages of Iaiah, and thofe of Virgil,
under the fame difadvantage of a literal tranflation, P,




MESSIAH

SACRED ECLOGUE,

——— e P IR — = —
T ee— —— ————————— - = —
- e i —— = -
e T e o e 5
an 2 e e == = == -
S T = = = s e e = o
e e s = = - i

-

\ In Imitation of Vircit's PoLL1Io.
E Nymphs of Solyma! begin the fong :
To heav’nly themes fublimer ftrains belong. .- :.
The mofiy fountains, and the {ylvan fhades, i'i :E
The dreams of Pindus and th’Aonian maids, i;?;!f ?:
| Delight no more—O thou my voice infpire 5 | :ﬁ! |
’ Who touch’d Ifaiah’s hallow’d lips with fire ! \I,[ &
Rapt into future times, the Bard begun : %E :

e

A Virgin fhall conceive, a Virgin bear a Son !

IMmiTATIONS.

VER. 8. A Virgin fhall conceive—All crimes fhall ceafe, eic.
VirG. E. iv. 6.

Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna ;

Jam nova progenies czzlo demittitur alto.

Te duce, fi qua manent fceleris veftigia noftri,

Irrita perpetua folvent formidine terras —

Pacatumque reget patriis virtutibus orbem.

Now the Virgin returns, now the kingdom of Saturn returns,
now a new Progeny is fent down from high beaven. By means of
thee, whatever reliques of our crimes remain, fball be wiped away,
and free the world from perpetual fears. He fhall govern the
earth in peace, with the virtues of bis Father.

Isa1aH, Ch. vii. y 14. Behold a Virgin fhall concerve and
bear a Son. — Ch, ix. ¥ 6, 7. Untous a Child s born, unic us
a Son is given ; the Prince of Peace : of theincreafe of bis gove
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8o A ST OR ALS

From * Jefle’s root behold 2 branch arife,

Whofe facred flow’r with fragrance fills the fkies:
Th’ Athereal {pirit o’er its leaves fhall move, 11
And en its tep defcends the myftic Dove.

Ye * Heav'ns! from high the dewy neétar pour,
And 1n foft filence fhed the kindly thow’r!

The < fick and weak the healing plant fhall aid,
From ftorms 2 fhelter, and from heat a {hade.
All crimes fhall ceafe, and ancient fraud fhall fail ;
Returning ¢ Juftice lift aloft her fcale ;

IMiTATIONSS.

ment, and of his peacey there fhall be no end - Upon the throne of
David, and upon bis kingdam, to srder and s Sablifh ity with judg-

menty and with juflice, for ever and ever. P,
REMARKSs.

VER. 13. Yo Heav'ns ! Jrom bigh the dewy neGar pour, And
in [oft filence fhed the Findly fhow’r!]  His Original fays, Drop
down, ye heavens, from above, and let the [biss pour down righte-
enfnefs : let the carth openy and et them bring forth falvation,
and let ?'f‘l_{';'J?.-’S.GE{J,'";}.‘,_');’:"llf:,f-u“.’-i?g::' up together.—This is a very noble de-
fcription of divine grace fhed abroad in the hearts of the faithful
under the Gofpel difpenfation, And the poet underftood all its
force, as appears from the two lines preceding thefe, — Th° -
thereal Spirit, ete. The prophet deferibes this under the image
of rain, which chiefly fits the Jir/? age of the Gofpel : The poet,
under the idea of dew, which extends it to every qge. And it
was his purpofe it fhould be fo underftood, as appears from his
expreflion of /[oft filence, which agrees with the common not the
extraordinary effufions of the Holy Spirit. The term of dewy
neciar, for divine grace, is wonderfully happy. For he who would
moralize the ancient Mythology in the manner of Bacon, muft fay,
that by the poetical ne7ar, can be meant only theological grace.

VER. 17, ancient Jraud] 1, e. the fraud of the Serpent.

*Hanxi.yr. ®Ch.xlyv.¥8. <Ch. xxv. ¥ 4. 94Ch. ix. 7%
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PASTORALS 81
Peace o’er the world her olive wand extend,
And white-rob’d Innocence from heav’'n defcend.
Swift fly the years, and rife th’ expected morn ! 21
Oh fpring to light, aufpicious Babe, be born !
See Nature haftes her earlieft wreaths to bring,
With all the incenfe of the breathing {pring :
See ¢ lofty Lebanon his head advance, 2%
See nodding forefts on the mountains dance :
See fpicy clouds from lowly Saron rife,
And Carmel’s flow’ry top perfumes the fkies !
Hark ! a glad voice the lonely defart chears ;

- f - -0 . ~y
Prepare thef way | a God, 2 God appears: 30

IMiTATIONS.

VER. 23. See Nature hafles, eic]
Virc. E. iv. ¥ 18.
At tibi prima, puer, nullo munufcula culeu,
Errantes hederas paflim cum baccare tellus, A
Mixtaque ridenti colocafia fundet acantho —
Ipfa tibi blandos fundent cunabula flores,

Foy thee, O Childs fball the earth, without being tilled, produce
ber early offerings ; winding ivy, mixed with Baccar, and Colo-
cafia with fmiling Acanthus, Thy cradle fball pour forth pleafing
flowers about thee.

Isaran, Ch. xxxv, ¥ 1. The wildernefs and the folitary place
fball be glady and the defart Jball rejoice and bloffom as the roje.
Ch. Ix. ¥ 13. The glory of Lebanon fhall come unto thee, the fir-
tree, the pine-tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of
thy [anéiuary. P.

VER. 2q. Harky a glad Voice etc.]

Vire. E. iv. ¥ 46.

Aggredere 6 magnos, aderit jam tempus, honores,
Cara deim foboles, magnum Jovis incrementum—

£ Ch. %k ¥ 3, 4.

+ F 2

¢ Ch. xxxv. ¥ 2.
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B2 PAS TFORAWL S,

A God, 2 God ! the vocal hills reply,

The rocks proclaim th’ approaching Deity.

Lo, earth receives him from the bending fkics !
Sink down ye mountains, and ye valleys rife,
With heads declin’d, ye cedars homage pay; 33
Be fmooth ye rocks, ye rapid floods give way !
"The Saviour comes ! by ancient bards foretold :
Hear ¢ him, ye deaf, and all ye blind, behold!

He from thick films fhall purge the vifual ray,
And on the fightlefs eye-ball pour the day: 40

IMiTaTIONS,
Ipfi letitia voces ad fydera jaGtant
Intonfi montes, ipfe jam carmina rupes,
Ipfa fonant arbufta, Deus, deus ille Menalca! E. v. ¥ 62.

Ob come and receive the mighty honours : the time draws nigh, O
beloved offspring of the Gods, O great encreafe of Jove! The un-
cultivated mountains fend fhouts of joy to the flars, the Very rocks fing
in wer ey the wery fhrubs cry out, A God, a God!

Isaran, Ch. xl. ¥ 3> 4. The wotce of him that crieth in the
wildernefs, Prepare ye. the way of the Lord I make firair in the
defart a bigh way for our God! FEvery valley fhall be exalted, and
every mountain and hill fhall be made low, and the crooked Shall
be made firait, and the rough places plain. Ch. iv. ver. 23. Break
Jorth into finging, ye mountains ! O foreft, and every tree therein!
Jor the Lord hath redeemed Wrael, P.

ReEmARrKs.

... VER. 39. . H: from thick films fhall purge the vifual ray,] The

fenfe and language fhew, that, by fual ray, the poet meantthe
Sfight, or, as Milton calls it, the vifual nerve. And no critic would
quarrel with the figure which calls the infirument of vifion by the
name of the cau/. But tho’ this'term be juft, nay noble, and even
fublime, yet the expreffion of thick films is faulty ; and he fellinto it
by common neglect of the following rule of good writing, < That

ECh. xlii. 7 18, Ch. xxxv, 7 5, 6.




PASTORALS. 83

T'is he th’ obftructed paths of found fhall clear,
And bid new mufic charm th’ unfolding ear:

The dumb fhall fing, the lame his crutch forego,
And leap exulting like the bounding roe.

No figh, no murmur the wide world fhall hear, 45
From ev’ry face he wipes off ev’ry tear.

In ® adamantine chains {hall Death be bound,

And Hell’s grim Tyrant feel th’ eternal wound.
As the good * thepherd tends his fleecy-care;
Seeks frefheft pafture and the pureft air, 5O
Explores the loft, the wand’ring fheep direlts,’
By day o’erfees them, and by night protects,

The tender lambs he raifes in his arms,

Feeds from his hand, and in his bofom warms;
Thus fhall mankind his guardian care engage, 55
The promis’d * father of the future age.

No more fhall ! nation againft nation rife,

Nor ardent warriours meet with hateful eyes,

Nor fields with gleaming fteel be cover’d o’ef,
The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more; 6o

REMARKS.

¢¢ when a figurative term is ufed, whatfoever is predicated of
<¢ it ought not only to agree to the thing to which the figure
¢¢ {5 applied, butlikewife to that from which the figure is taken.”
Thick films agree only with the thing to which itis applied, name-
Iy to the fight oreye; and not fo that from which it is taken,
riamely a ray of light coming to the eye. He fhould have faid
shick clouds, which would have agreed with both. But thefe inac-
curacies are not to be found in his later poems.

RCh.xxv.38. ‘Ch.xlyrr *Chix.¥ 6. 1Ch.ii. ¥ 4
- |




84 PASTORAGES.

But ufelefs lances into {cythes fhall bend,
And the broad faulchion ip a plow-fhare end.

Then palaces thall rife ; the joyful™ Son

Shall finith what his thort-liv’d Sire begun ;
Their vines a thadow to their race {hall yield, 65
And the fame hand that fow’d, fhall reap the field-
The f{wain in barren ™ defarts with furprize

See lillies fpring, and fudden verdure rife ;

And ftarts, amidft the thirfty wilds to hear

New falls of water murm’ring in his ear. 70
On rifted rocks, the dragon’s late abodes,

The green reed trembles, and the bulruth nods.
Watte fandy ° valleys, once perplex’d with thorn,
“The {piry fir and fhapely box adorn :

To leafiefs fhrubs the flow’ring palms fucceed, 7§
And od’rous myrtle to the noifom weed.

IMiTATIONS,
VER. 67. The fawain in barren de arts] Virg. E. iv, 3 28,
Molli paulatim flavefcet campus arifta,
Incultifque rubens pendebit fentibus uva,
Et durz quercus fudabunt rofcida mella.
The fields fhall grow yellow with ripen’d ears, and the red grape
Shall hang upon the wild brambles, and the hard oaks fhall difiill boney
ke dew, 2
Isatan, Ch. xxxv. v 7. The parched ground fhall become a poal,
and the thirfly land [prings of water : In the habitations where
dragons lay, fhall be grafs, and reeds, and rufpes. Ch. lv. ¥ 13
Inflead of the thorn Shall come up the fir-tree, and inflead of the
briar fhall come up the myrtle tree. P,

w Ch.Ixv, 3 21, 22. 2 Ch, xxxv, ¥ 1, 7. °Ch, xil, ¥ 1q,
and Ch, Iv, y 13,




PASTORALS 85

The'lambs with wolves {hall graze the verdant mead,
And boys in flow’ry bands the tyger lead ;

The fleer and lion at one crib fhall meet,

And harmlefs ¢ ferpents lick the pilgrim’s feet. ofe)
The fmiling infant in his hand fhall take

The crefted bafilifk and {peckled nake,

Pleas’d the green luftre of the {cales furvey,

And with their forky tongue {hall innocently play.
Rife, crown’d withlight, imperial * Salem, rife!:83
Exalt thy tow’ry head, and lift thy eyes

ImMmiTATIONS.
VERr. 77. The lambs with wolves etc] Virg: E. v, F21.
Ipfe lacte domum referent diftenta capell®
Ubera, nec magnos metuentarmenta leones —
Occidet et ferpens, et fallax herba veneni
Cleoidet ==

The goats fhall bear to the fold their udders di fended with milk
nor fhall the herds be (.fj'}'::s"se’ of the greatef? lions. The [erpent
fhall die, and the herb that conceals poifon fball die.

Isa1am, Ch: xi. ¥ 16, ete. The wolf fhall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard fball lie doton with the kid, and the calf
and the young lion and -the fatling together s and a little child
fball lead them:— And the lion fhall cat flraw like the ox. And
the fucking child fhall play-cn the bole of the afps and the weatied
child fball put bis hand on the den of the cockatrice. 2

VER. 85. Rife, crown’d with lighty imperial Salem, rife! ]
The thoughts of MHaiah, which compofe- the latter part of the
poem, are wonderfully elevated, and muchabove thofe general ex-
clamations of Virgil, which make the loftieft parts of bis Pollio.

Magnus ab integro feeclorum nafcitur ordo !

—- toto furget gens aurea mundo !

— incipient magni procedere menfes !

Afpice, venturo letentur ut omniafzclo! etc.
The reader needs only tosturnto. the paflages of Ifaizh, here
cited. P.

»Ch. xi. ¥6,7,8. 2 Ch. lav, y25. r Ch. Iz 9 1.
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86 BEAMST OR-ALS

See, a long * race thy fpacious courts adorn ;

See future fons, and daughters yet unborn,

In crouding ranks on ev'ry fide arife,

Demanding life, impatient for the fkies! Qo
See barb’rous * nations at thy gates attend,

Walk in thy light, and in thy temple bend ;

See thy bright altars throng’d with proftrate kings
And heap’d with produés of ¥ Sabzan {prings !
For thee Idume’s fpicy forefts blow, 95
And feeds of gold in Ophyr’s mountains glow.

See heav’n its fparkling portals wide difplay,
And break upon thee in a flood of day!

No more the rifing® Sun fhall gild the morn,
Nor ev’ning Cynthia fill her filver horn; 100
But loft, diffolv’d in thy fuperior rays,

Orne tide of glory, one unclouded blaze
O’erflow thy courts: the Light himfelf fhall fhine
Reveal’d, and God’s eternal day be thine !
The*feas thall wafte, the fkies in fmoke decay, 105
Rocks fall to duft, and mountains melt away ;

But fix’d his word, his faving pow’r remains ;
Thy realm for ever lafts, thyown MEsstan reigns!

*Ch.lx. ¥4, " Chlxy3 "Chix y6. *Ch Ix
¥ 10, 20, * Ch, li. # 6. and Ch. liv, y 10,

a)s>0e
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