UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Third of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

Letters To And From Dr. Jonathan Swift, etc. From the Year MDCCXIV to
MCCCXXXVII.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54342

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54342

e R s 0t B i g T T L e e

| B e 04 e Do L il

T O A:ND-EFE R OM

Dr. Jonathan Swift, etc.

rrom the Year Mpccxi1v t0 MDCCXXXVIL.




-

T T N <
T j

S




e e e . IR T it e T

LELTERS

TO AND FROM

Dr. JoNATHAN SWIF T, etc.

From the Year 1714 to 1737.

| PR DERS bidg BiE D 0 onee 1
Mrs,. Pore toDr. SwrrT,

June 18, 1714.

HATEVER Apologics it might

become me to make at any other

time for writing to you, I fhall ufe

none now, to a man who has own’d himfelf
as {plenetic as a Cat in the Country. In that
circumftance, I know by experience a letter is
a very ufeful, as well as amufing thing: If
you are too bufied in State affairs to read it,
yet you may find entertainment in folding it into
divers figures, either doubling it into a pyrami-
dical, or twifting it into a ferpentine form :
B 2 or,
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A T ETTERS TO AND
or, if your d1fpoutzon {hould not be fo mathe-
matzcal in taking it with you to that place
where men of ftudmm minds. are apt to fit
longer than ordinary ; where, after an abrupt
divifion of the paper, it may not be T111p1€3ﬁ.—1nt
to try to fit and rejoin the broken lines toge-
ther. All thefe amufements I am no ftranger
to in the Country, and doubt not but (by this
time) you begin to relith them, in your pre-
{ent contemplative fituation.

I remember a man, who was thought to

have fome 1«11‘101’\.’1(3(1;__-‘.' in the world, ufed to
affirm, that no people in town ever L‘("liL“l;iii’l"

ed thyv were forgotten by their Friends in the ¥
country : but my encreafing experience con-

vinces me he was miftaken, for I find a great

many here grievoufly con*pla ning of you, up-

on this fcore. I am told further, that you

treat the few you correfpond with in a ver
rogant ﬁyle and tell them you admir
infolence in difturbing your 1“ned11.1t10na or

}
t th

1e1T

cven enquiring of your *retreat: but this I
will not poﬁtwcly affert, be I never re-
gceived any fuch mfultmrr IFL ¢ from you.
My Lord Oxford fays you have not written

_L'
1]
Li

2 Some time before the ) reconcile them, he retired to
Death of Queen Anne, when I a Friend’s Houfe in Berk-
her Minifters were -.111;11'1'cl~ fhire, and never faw them
ling, and the Dean could not ! after, S,

to




OM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 5

to him once fince you went: but this pe Lhapb
may be only policy, in him or you : and I, who
am half a Whig, muft not entirely credit any
thing he aﬂmm At Button’s it is reported
you are gone to Hanover, and that Gay goes
only on an Embafiy to you. Others apprehend
{fome dangerous State treatife from your re-
tirement; and a Wit, who affe@s to imitate
Balfac, fays, that the Mi niftry now are like thofe
Heathens of old, who 1{Cr.,1\’{_d their Oracles
from the Woods. The Gentlemen of the Ro-
man Catholic perfuafion are not Ll:]\”llllnﬂ' to
credit me, when I whif] fper, that you are gone
to meet {fome JL uits commiflioned ﬁom the
Court of Rome, in order to fettle the moit cone
venient m-::tl .{ to be taken for the comii g of
the Pretender. Dr. Arbuthnot is ungmdr 1
his opinion, and imagines your only d efign is
to attend at full leifure to the life and adv
tures of SL:rih]c‘rw;b. This indeed muft be
granted of greater importance than all the te
b This project (in which { life and writings. of Scribles
the principal perfons engaged | rus; of which only fome de=
were Dr. Arbuthnot, Dr. | tached parts and fragments
Swift, and Mr. Popc) was | were done, fuch as the AZe-
avery noble one. It wasto | suoirs of Seriblerus, the Traa
write a complete fatire in | wels of Guiliver, the Treatife
profe upon the abufes in eves | of the Pm/}ﬁﬂ the literal
ry branch ‘of &ience, com- | Criticifms on Firgil, &ec.
prifed in the hiftory of the I

B2 and
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6 LETTERS TO AND

and I with I could promife fo well of you.
The top of my own ambition 1s to contribute
to that great work, and I {hall tranflate Homer
by the by. Mr. Gay has acquainted you what
progrefs I have made in it. . I can’t name Mr.
Gay, without all the acknowledgments which
I fhall ever owe you, on his account. If I
writ this in verfe, I would tell you, you are
like the fun, and while men imagine you to
be retir’d or abfent, are hourly exerting your in-
dulgence, and bringing things to maturity for
their advantage. Of all the world, you are
the man (without flattery) who ferve your
friends with the leaft oftentation ; it is almoft
ingratitude to thank you, confidering your tem-
per; and this is the period of all my letter
which I fear you will think the moft impertinent.
I am with the trueft affection,

Your’s, &,

LETTER




FROM DR SWIET, et; 7

LETTER:HL
From Dt. SwirT to M¥ Po s g

Dublin, June 28, 1515:

Y® Lord Bithop of Clogher gave e

your kind letter full of reptoaches for

my not writing. I am natutally no very exadt
correfpondent, and wheii I leave 4 country
without probability of returning, I think as
feldom as I can of whit I lovéd or efteemed in
it, to avoid the Defiderium which of all things
makes life moft tineafy. But you muft give me
leave to add one thing, that you talk at your
cafe, being wholly unconcerned in publicevents -
For, if your friends the Whigs continue, you
may hope for fome fivour ; if the Tories re-
turn, you are 4t leaft fure of quiet. You know
how well I loved both Lord Oxford and Bo-
lingbroke, and how dear the Duke of Ormond
isto me: Do you imagine I can be eafy while
their enemies are endeavouring to take off their
‘heads ? 1 nunc, & werfus tecum meditare canores
—Do you imagine I can be eafy, when I think
of the probable confequences of thefe proceed-
 Dr. 8t. George A, for- | wards Bithop of Clogher,
merly a Fellow of Trinity- | and tranflated to the See of

College, Dublin, (to whom Derry in 1716-17. Se
the Dean was a Pupil) after-

B4 ings,




8 LETTERS-TO AND

ings, perhaps upon the very peace of the nation,
but certainly of the minds of {fo many hundred
thoufand good fubjeéts? Upon the whole, you
may truly attribute my filence to the Eclipfe,
but it was that Eclipfe which happened on the
firft of Auguit.

I borrowed your Homer from the Bifhop
(mine is not yet landed) and read it out in two
evenings. If it pleafeth others as well as me,
you have got your end in profit and reputation :
Yet I am angry at fome bad Rhymes and
Triplets, and pray in-your next do not let me
have fo many unjuftifiable Rhymes to was and
gods. 1tell you all the faults I know, only in
one or two places you are a little obfcure ; but
I expected you to be fo in one or two and
twenty. I have heard no foul talk of it here,
for indeed it is not come over; nor do we
very much abound in Judges, at leaft I have
not the honour to be acquainted with them.
Your Notes are perfectly good, and fo are
your Preface and Effay. You were pretty bold
in mentioning Lord Bolingbroke in that Pre-
face. I faw the Key to the Lock but yefter-
day : I think you have changed it a good deal,
to adapt it to the prefent times 2.

2 Put thefe two laft ob- | for fear of party, nor would
fervations together,and it will | infult a miniftry to humour
appear, that Mr. Pope was | his friends.

neither wanting to his friends

God

7
2
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FROM Dr.SWIFT, ete. g

God be thanked I have yet no Parliamen-~
tary bufinefs, and if they have none with me,
1 fhall never feek their acquaintance. I have
not been very fond of them for fome years paft,
not when I thought them tolerably good, and
therefore if I can get leave to be abfent, I fhall
be much inclined to be on that fide, when there
is a Parliament on this: but truly I muft be a
little eafy in my mind before I can think of
Scriblerus.

You are to underftand that I live in the cor-
ner of a vaft unfurnith’d houfe; my family
confifts of'a fteward, a groom, a hf:ipcr in the
ftable, a footman, and an old maid, who are all
at board-wages, and when I do notdine abr oad,
or make an entertainment (which laft is very
rare) I eat a mutton p*ﬁ: and drink half a p:l‘:t
of wine: My amufements are defending my
{mall dominions ﬂ'mmﬁ the Archl )!ﬂmp and
endeavouring to reduce my rebellious Choir,
Perditur r"("( inter m} 70 fm\,. Idefir re you wi 1l
prefent my humble 1f rvice to Mr. Addifon, Mr.
Congreve, and Mr. Rowe, and Gay. Iam and
will be always, ex-.n.me!y yours, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER

Mr. PorEeE toDr. SwirT.,

June 20, 1716,

¥ Cannot fuffer a friend to crofs the Irith {cas

without bearing a teftimony from me of the
conftant cfteem and affection I am both ob-
liged and inclined to have for you. It is bet-
ter he fhould tell you than I, how often you
re in our thoughts and in our cups, and how
learn to fleep lefs * and drink more, whenever
you are named among us. I look upon a friend
in Ireland as upon a friend in the other world,
whom (popifhly-fpeaking) I believe conftantly
well-difpofed towards me, and ready to do me
all the good he can, in that ftate of {eparation,
though I hear nothing from him, and make ad-
drefles to him but very rarely. A proteftant
divine cannot take it amifs that I treat him in
the fame manner with my patron Saint.

I can tell you no news, but what you will
not fufficiently wonder at, that I fuffer many
things as an author militant : whereof, in your
days of probation, you have been a fharer, or
you had not arrived to that triumphant ftate

d
T
1

* Alluding to his conftant cuftom of fleeping after dinner.

you




FEROM-Dr. SWIFT etd- 13

you now defervedly enjoy in the Church. As
for me, I have not the leaft hopes of the Car-
dinalat, tho’ I fuffer for my Religion in almoft
every weekly paper. I have begun to take a
pique at the Pfalms of David (if the wicked
may be credited, who have printed a{candalous
one  in my name.) This report T dare not dif-
courage too much, in a profpect I have at pre-
fent of a poft under the Marquis de Langal-
lerie ¢, wherein if I can but do fome fignal fer-
vice againft the Pope, I may be confiderably
advanced by the Turks, the only religious peo-
ple I dare confide in. If it thould happen here-
after that I thould write for the holy law of Ma-
homet, I hope it may make no breach between
you and me’; every one muft live, and I beg
you will not be the man to manage the contro-
verly againft me. The Church of Rome I judge
(from many modern fymptoms, as well as an-
cient prophecies) to be in a declining condi-
tion ; that of England will in a fhort time be
icarce able to maintain her own family : {o
Churches fink as generally as Banks in Europe,
and for the {fame reafon; that Religion and
Trade, which at firft were open and free, have

¢ In Curl’s Colle&tion. then, as Count Bonnival has
5 > :
? One who made 2 noife { 'done fince.

been
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12 LETTERS TO AND

been reduced into the Management of Com-
panies, and the Roguery of Directors.

I don’t know why I tell you all this, but
that 1 always loved to talk to you; but this
is not a time for any man to talk to the pur-
pofe. Truth is a kind of contraband commo-
dity, which I would not venture to export, and
therefore the only thing tending that dangerous
way which I fhall fay, is, that I am, and al-
ways will be; with the utmoft fincerity,

Your’s, &c.

L ET 1L S By,

From Dr.Swir T to Mr. Po P E.

Aug. 30, 17506.

Had the favour of yours by Mr.F. of whom,
before any other queftion relating to your
health or fortune, or fuccefs as a Poet, I en-
quired your principles in the commen form,
‘¢ Is he Whig or a Tory ?” I am forry to find
they are not fo well tallied to the prefent jun-
¢ture as I could with, I always thought the
terms of Facto and “fure had been introduced
by the Poets, and that Pofleffion of any fort in
Kings
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FROM Dr. SWIFT,etc. 13

Kings was held an unexceptionable title in the
courts of Parnaffus. If you do not grow a per-
ect good fubject in all its prefent latitudes, I
fhall conclude you are become rich, ‘and able
to live without dedications to men in power,
whereby one great inconvenience will follow,
that you and the world and pofterity will be ut-
terly ignorant of their Virtues, For, either your
brethren have miferably deceived us thefe hun-
dred years paft, or Power confers Virtue, as
naturally as five of your Popith facraments do
Grace,—You fleep lefs and drink more.—But
your mafter Horace was Vins Jomnigue benig-
nus : and, as I take it, both are proper for your
trade. As to mine, there are a thoufand poe-
tical texts to confirm the one; and as to the
other, 1 know it was anciently the cuftem to
fleep in Temples for thofe who would confult
the Oracles, “ Who di&ates to me flambring®,>’
&c.

You are an ill Catholick, or a worfe Geo-
grapher, for I can affure you, Ireland is not Pa-
radife, and I appeal even to any Spanith divine
whether Addreffes were ever made to a friend
in Hell, or Purgatory ? And who are all thefe
enemies you hint at » I can only think of Curl,
Gildon, Squire Burnet, Blackmore, and a few

* Milton,
others
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14 LETTERS TO AND

others whofe fame I have forgot ; Tools, in my
opinion as neceffary for a good writer, as pen,
ink, and paper. And befides, I would fain
know whether every Draper doth not thew you
three or four damn’d pieces of ftuff to fet off his
good one ? However, I will grant, that one tho-
rough Bookfelling-Rogue is better qualified to
vex an author, than all his cotemporary {crib-
lers in Critic or Satire, not only by ftolen Co-
pies of what was incorre& or unfit for the pub-
lic, but by downright laying other mens dul-
nefs at your door., I had a long defign upon
the Ears of that Curl, when I was in credit, but
the Rogue would never allow me a fair firoke
at them, although my penknife was ready
drawn and {harp. I can hardly believe the re-
lation of his being poifoned, although the Hi-
florian pretends to have been an eye-witnefs
But I beg pardon, Sack might do it, although
Rats-bane would not. I never faw the thing
you mention as falfely imputed to you; but
I think the frolicks of merry hours, even when
we are guilty, fhould not be left to the mercy
of our beft friends, until Curl and his refem-
blers are hang’d.

With fubmiffion to the better judgment of
you and your friends, I take your project of an
employment under the Turks to be idle and
unneceffary. Have a little patience, and you

will
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will find more merit and encouragement at
home by the fame methods. You are ungrate-
ful to your country; quit but yonr own Religion,
and ridicule ours, and that will allow you a free
cloice for any other, or for none at all, and
p2y you well into the bargain. Therefore pray
do 1ot run and difgrace us among - the Turks,
by telling them you were forced to leave your
native home, becaufe we would oblige you to
be a Chriftian ; whereas we will make it appear
to all the world, that we only compelled you
to be a Whig.

There 1s 2 young ingenious Quaker in this
town who writes verfes to his miftrefs, not very
correct, but in a ftrain purely what a poetical
Quaker {hould do, commending her look and ha-
bit, &c. It gave me a hint that a fett of Qua-
ker paftorals might fucceed, if our friend Gay®
could fancy it, and I think it a fruitful fubject;
pray hear what he fays. I believe further, the
paftoral ridicule is not exhaufted ; and that a
porter, footman, ¢ or chairman’s paftoral might
do well. Or what think you of a Newgate«
paftoral, among the whores and thieves there.

- Lattly, to conclude, Ilove you never the
worle for feldom writing to you. Iam in an

® Gay did write a paftoral © Swift himfelf wrote one
of this kind, which is pub- | of this kind, intitled Dermps
lifhed in his works, and Sheelab,

ob{cure
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6 LETTERS TO AND

obfcure {cene, where you know neither thing
nor perfon. I can only anfwer yours, which
I promife to doafter a fort whenever you think
fit to employ me. But I can affure you, the
fcene and the times have depreffed me wonder-
fully, for I will impute no defect to thofe two
paltry years which have flipt by fince I had
the happinefs to fee you. I.am, with the tru-
eft efteem,

Your’s, &c.

[rEsS AR

3 P e e B Dies oS T
From Dr. SwirT to Mr. PoPE.

Dublin, Jan. 10, 1721,
‘Thoufand things have vexed me of late
years, upon which I am determined to
lay open my mind to you. Irather chufetoap-
peal to yecu than to my Lord Chief JufticeWhit-
fhed, under the fituation I am in. For, I take
this caufe properly to lie before you: You are
a much fitter Judge of what concerns the cre-
dit of a Writer, the injuries that are done him;
and the reparations he ought to receive. = Be-
fides, I doubt whether the Arguments I could
2 This Letter Mr: Pope never reccived, P, nor did he
believe it was ever fent,

fuggeft
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f"”ft‘} to prove my own innocence would be
of much weight from the gentlemen of the
L ong- robe to thofe in r”.sq upon whofe de-

T

cifion about the difference of Style or Senti-

ments, I thould be very unwilling to leave the
f my Caufe.

=t
o
(=
)
—
~t
(#5]
~
L

o
Give me leave then to put you 1n mind (a]—-
though you cannot eafily forget it)

_,.J’

that about
e [ & 1
ten weeks before the Queen’s dea LI,, .E left the
town, upon occafion of that incurable breach
among the great men at Court, and went down
to Berkfhire, where you may remember that
2

you gave me the favour of a ‘.-‘iiit. While 1

C

was in that retirement, I writ a Difcourfe which
I thought r:1*ght : ufeful in ncl‘. a junéture of
affairs, and fent jt up to London ; but, upon
fome difference in opinion between me and :
certain great Minifter now abroad, the pub-
lithing of it wasdeferred ft o long that the Queen
died, and I rec: illed my copy, which hath been
ever fince in fafe hands. In a few weeks after

¢ lofs of that excellent Princefs, I came to
my {tation hcre; where I have continued ever
fince in the greateft privacy, and utter 1gno-

rance of thofe events, which are moft common-

ly talked of in the world. I neithet ]"‘;ow the

names nor number of the Royal Family which

now reigns, further than the Pul ver-book in-
'ho

f s Chancellor

forms me. I cannot tell w
‘-,‘-,"1'1(3
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who are Secretaries, nor with what nations wé
are in peace or war. And this manner of life
was not taken up out of any fort of Affectation,
but merely to aveid giving offence, and for fear
ef provoking Party-zeal.

I had indeed written fome Memorials of the
four laft years of the Queen’s reign, with fome
other informations, which I receiv’d, as necef-
fary materials to qualify me for doing fomething
in an employment then defigned me *: But, as
it was at the difpofal of a pc—rfun who had not
the fmalleft {hare of fteddine(s or fincerity, I
difdained to accept it.

Thefe p:1pf-v~4, at my few hours, of health and
leifure, I have been digefting ® into order by one
thee t at a time, for ld'm, not venture any fur-
ther, left the humu ur of fearching and feizing

P. | it micht have made a fea-

' I'hefc papers fome vears | fonable pamphlet in fupport
after were ln_nu-____.u: finithed . of their Adminiftration it was
by the Pean into England, | a N‘IE"MHOU; to juft hiftory.
with an intention to publifh | The Dean would don '.hhlﬂ o
them. JJLI' a - fri

H toriogr: ‘1‘1'1£' Y

. ._-.-;., on | againit "his Friend’s _11.m;~
whofe judgment he relied | tmnt, vet it extremely cha-
(the fame JTJpruic hom he | orined him. And he told

mentions above, as being a- | a common i"l'im*:‘: that fince

h,-w.'.i at the time of wi | did not approve his hif-
= . I [ R e
mg  this |LLLL1 ) difiu | tory, he wo Lud f::.‘;lL' it into
P & et B e 1 - 7
i rrom that aeirgn | the J‘_!_u_.j tho’ it was the beft
e T e 1 ] :
toid the Dean, there were | work he had ever written.
- S ] i 1 s s L e . 1
fcveral facis ke Enew o |_"l!__‘ | .I"'-U“."- ever ]3‘_ Llid not un
B Rt sl e | { Fei ey T.
lalie, and that the waole | th is fate te, and 18 ia1d to be
= O R 31 T R el ¥
was fo much in the {pint of | yet in being,
3 |

ke g | S 3, PR T
}:dl.’!-‘vhth‘n;, 1.::.'..‘\ tnouon
o L= ot
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papers ihuulg revive; -notthat I am in pain of
any d;ﬁ_utzcr to m*,-'ic:f (for muv contain not! ng

[ o \

of prefe: nt Times or Perfo 1.-, upon wh 'Lh I
thall never lofe a thoi nght while there is a Cat
or a Spaniel in the umm_‘. but to preferve them
from being loft t among Meflengers and Clerks.
I have written in this kingdom, a ©difcourfe
to perfuade the wretched pwpl; to wear their
own Manufactures inftead of thofe from Eng-
land. This Treatife foon {p; ead very faft, be-
ing agreeable to the featiments of the whole
nation, except of thofe gentlemen who had em-
ployments, or were Expeﬁ: its. Upon which
a perfon in great office here i mmediately took
the alarm : he fent in hafte for the Chief Juf~
tice, and informed him of 2 fediti ous, factious,
anduruiultPampl let hmw ublithed with a de=
fign of fetting the two Kin gdomsat varidnce ; di-
rt&mf; at EhL fame time that the Prin iter {h ould
be profecuted with the utmoft rigour of law,
The Chief Juftice had fo quick an underftand-
ing, that he refolved, if poffible, to out-do his
orders. . The Grand- Juries of the county qnd
cify were practifed c;ﬂifflu lly with to reprefent
the faid Pamphlet with all a goravating Epithets,
for which they had thanks fent them from Eng-

b
land, and their Prefentments

publithed for {feves
A
realre 3oy o llgl e oy 5 e -
ral weeks in all the new s-papers. The Printet
&
. |8 2 : r T 15 -~ T b N L e 2
& Propofal for the univerfal Ufe of Irith Manufatures. P.
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s & : FaE c
was feized, and forced to give great bail = af-=
ter his HM the Jury b lovf’ht L m 1n Not Guil-

: 7 1+ J ]

althouch they hac been culled with the

utmoft induftry ; the Chief Juftice fen them
back nine times, and kept them eleven hours,
until being perfectly tired out, they were forcec
to leave the matter to the mercy of the Judge
by w hat they call a }‘Cilal Verdict. ]Jhrulf‘f
the trial, the Chief ]uﬂ'lc‘e among other {in-
mﬂaritics laid his hand on his breaft, and pro-
uﬁ(d folemnly that the Author’s defign was
to bring in i‘ﬁ“ Pretender ; although there was
not a 1“**'11 {yllable of Party in the whole Trea-
ife, and alt]mugh it was known that the moft
eminent of thofe who profefled his own prin-
ciples, publickly difallowed his proceedings.
But the caufe being {o very odious and 1mpo-
pular, the trial of the Verdit was deferred from
one Term to another, until upon the Duke of
G--ft-n the Lord Lieutenant’s arrival, his Grace,
after mature advice, and pcrmu‘::c-n from E I
land, was plcaﬁ-d to grant a 70/z profequr.

This is the m Oiu]bﬂ!dl;.uhlL becaufe 1t 15
{aid that the man is no ill decider in common
cafes of p operty, where Party is out of the
queftion; but when that intervenes, with am-

. ® 1 | i)
bition at heels to pufh it forward, it muft nee ds
e s - 1 - 1 SR 5 b 11 * ¥
confound any man of little fpirit, and low birth,
: . - : . :
~ b ™/ ~t /1 sy Al ATEr TN  EVaE -ty ~1*
j.J.(J l:. e i1 110 U...[ll..]. (.J._lu\_.'ir ment tl‘.‘i.;l-l T-.ALE-‘I-L iult

=

N
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FROM DrSWIFT e, 25
of Knowledge, which, however pofiefled in
the hig‘}'u.,ih legree, can poflibly give no one good
quality to the min i

It is 1:1'11{:, I have been much concerned, for
feveral years s paft, upon account of the publick
as well as for myfelf, to fec how ill a afle for
wit and fenfe preva ails in the world, which Po-

litics, and South-fea, and E'u';tv, and Opera’s,
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¢ T'his is a very firange af- ] cial, and a civil being
fertion. T'ofuppofethatacon- | thefe are all ‘included undet
fummate k”r“” edge of the | Ethics ; whether you call
Laws, by which civilized fo- | the fcience Adorality or Law.
cicticsare governed, cangive | And with regard to the Law
' : / of - Engla we muft be
| much prejudiced againtt it
not to allow that what Tully

And

public laws are f n
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able ftudy. The beft divi- | of the twelve tables, may be

fion of the fl.‘it‘*{‘t-n 15 that | modeitly applied to ours.
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old oneof Plato, into Ethics, | ¢ Fremant omnes licet, di-
Phylics, and Logic. The fe- | ¢ cam quod fentio: biblio-
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verer Philofophers condemn me CUiC Omn

-'.'|:- 10317 unum n -u.f.
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and recommend the firft as |

our principal ftudy, for its | < fuperare.

cflicacy in thisi important fer- | proof of its moral e
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22 LETTERS -TO AND

fome hath entitled me to, there are many per-
fons appearing to vuir’f"l me well, and pretend-
ing to be judges of my ftyle and manner, who

ings to me, of

h'cl‘u'u }fct Q_JLllm."d 1u;\1:., Writl
C

which any man of common { nfe and literature
would 11, heart T\ athamed. E_::Lumm forbear

J.

inftancing a Treatife called a Dedication uporn
.D.c'c;"zm::s;.fs, which many would h:we to be
mipe, a theug’n it be as empty, dry, and fer-
vile a compofition, as I remember at any time
to haveread. Bu ?.bt;ﬁ.—'{: all, the ;

-

e’
cumitance which makes it 1*‘1m‘?1blc for me

A .;.!.\ i g A ¥ H q -1 '.'-'-i- ==} |
} ave b €N Autinor or a Lreai _!1L ‘.»‘.L]‘..!ulil

~ 1

1o f;{:c:‘gu of whofe character and perfon

b

there are {everal pages containing a Panegyric
on Kine
I am uvtterly ignorant, nor ever ha ionccthc Cl=

e

1‘10!1t‘-.,-' to enquire into either, Lvmf' at {o great
a diftance as I do, and ha v'i']fT lozsg done \‘i.-nh

E"?’,wtr can relate to ﬁTl., IC matters.

Indeed I have formerly delivered my thoughts
very‘freely, whether I were atked or no ; but
never affeCted to b a Councellor, to which I

1

no manner Gf call. I was Jumbhu umlwh

b=ty

to {ee myfelf {o out-done by the Earl of

Oxford in my own trade as a Hchular :md too

TO0! 1 a Courtier not to difcover his co c]"pt of
thofe who would be men of _.=-mu tance out (}f
9 . 1 ™ ™~ 3 1 1
their {phere. Befides, to {ay the truth, Ilkthr’?-u“']‘!l
i 2 : o
P Rage drnntern e e rent. N e e T
< dda¥ie hiaUveild dlially cthval JValddiilcl o -_(,ci'._L,- Ce
-
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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 23

nough to hear Opinions, yet I have hardly feen
one that would ever defcend to -take Advice ;
and this pedantry arifeth from a Maxim them-
{elves do not believe at the fame time they prac-
tife by it, that there is fomething prefound in
Politics, which men of plain honeft fenfe can-
not arrive to.

I only with my endeavours had fucceeded
better in the great point I had at heart, which
was that of reconciling the Minifters to each
other. This might have been done, if others,
who had mere “concern and more influence,
would have acted their parts ; and, if this had
fucceeded, the public intereft both of Church
and State would not have been the worle, nor
the Proteftant Succeflion endangered.

But, whatever opportunities a conftant at-
tendance of four years might have given me
for endeavouring to do good offices to particu-
lar perfons, T deferve at leaft to find tolerable
quarter from thofe of the other Party ; for
many of which I was a conftant advocate with
the Earl of Oxford, and for this I appeal to his
Lordfhip : He knows how often I prefled him
in favour of Mr. Addifon, Mr. Congreve, Mr.
Row, and Mr. Steel ; although T ﬁ'itely confefs
that his Lordthip’s kindnefs to them was alto-
gether owing to his generous notions, and the
efteem he had for their wit and parts, of which

&% I couid
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I could only pre retend to be a remembrancer.
o
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e o x
chanoe of the Minifiry interceded \\1‘th him to
{oare Mr. Congreve : It was E‘:}-‘ repeating thefe
i 2

Non :.ff'.=.f'a5,f?s adeo geftamus pectora Pens,

Nec tam f:";‘.-.’f:,fm equos Tyria Sol jungit ab urbe,
he always treated Mr. Con-

'-1'_;1‘::';“&:"{1; perfonal civilities, affu-
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llery towards me among the Mi-
nifters, tl'::.-h. I never came to them wnhouc a
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nation, I did then, and do now from my heart
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FROM Dr.SWIFT,etc. 23
nifters, I look upon them as a race of ppo[“*lﬁ

‘ﬁ.—-‘lmi:;-:L:Gtz;?-.mts“f“e r'm11@113&.—*(}111;‘". ourt, other-

| CXT 2 2 g
wile than upon the fcore of Vanity or Ambi-
- e > N P e : . 1 =
tion. . ‘The firlt.quickly wears off (and is the

Vice of low ;,.:ndsj for a man of fpirit is too
proud to be vain) and the other was not my
cafe. Bci]dcs, having never received more
ir, I was under no necef=
izt_v (;1" "_:c;ing a flave to men in power, but chofe
my friends by, their perfonal merit, without
examining how far their notions agreed with
the politics then in vo gue, -1 ﬁLquemly con-
veried with Mr, Aamfan and the others I
narhed (except Mr. Steel) during all my Lord
Oxford’s Miniftry, and Mr. Addlfon s friend-
ﬂ*ip to me c{;:'zf:!‘-uf‘:d 1”1*10!;’_1}1 e, with as much
kindnefs as when we ufed to meet at my Lord

Sommers f or lflm fax, who were leaders of the
ODPPOI fite Pﬂ;l‘t?.

I would infer from all this, that it is with

oreat mjuftice I have thefe many years been
TS T8 SR s e o I & ;
eited by your I Ll‘..'l:""xl teers, merely upon ac-
o G S &
count of fome regard which the (.‘{_gic\, s Jaft
= . 2] o) 1 [
Minifters were r:lt, fed to have for me : and yet
#my conicience 1 think I am a partaker in
everyll defign they had againft the I >roteftant
L
f Lord Sommers had very | Wharton when he went the
warmly recommended Dr. Queen’s Lieutenant into Ire-

N e ¥ . .
SRt to the Bvanor wf -1 i lamd 3 } sy e e
e L0 LAC I3voeur of Lord | .n'.a':'_f) Hl tNC Year'ro '.:)9.




= : e gy~ T SRR W X
e ghan..

26 LETTERS TO AND

Succeflion, or the Liberties and Religion of
their Country ; and can fay with Cicero, *¢ that
I fhould be proud to be included with them in
all their actions zanquam inequo Trojano.”’ But
if I have never difcovered by my words, writ-
1ings, or actions, any Pa Ity virulence %, or dan-
gerous defigns againft the prefent powers ; if
my friendfhip and converfation were equally
thewn among thofe who liked or dmpp; oved
the proceedings then at Court, and that I was
known to Iu, a wmmon Friend of all deferv-
ing perfons he latter fort, when they were
cannot but think it hard, that I
am not {uffered to run qu.i;tl'f among thc com-
mon herd of pecple, whofe O})lﬂlOﬂb unfortu-

50
Jr] dlihxi“'; I

-

nately differ from thofe which lead to Favour
and Preferment.

I ought to let you know, that the Thing we
called 2 Whig in England is a creature altoge-
ther different from thofe of the fame denomi-
nation here ; at leaft it was fo during the reign
of her late Majefty. Wi mlmr thofe on your
fide have f.harotu or no", it hath not been my
bufinefs to enquire, I 1(;!;1(**‘1b::1' my excellent
friend Mr. Add difon, when he firft came over

hither Secretar y to the Earl of Wharton then

A ML 1] >DLIUI_) t}l. .,J.'l"“,’
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Lord Lieutenant, was extremely offended at
the conduct and difcourfe of the Chief Mana-
gers here : He told me they were a fort of peo-
ple who feemed to think, that the principles of
a Whig confifted in nothing elfe but damning
the Church, reviling the Clergy, abetting the
Diflenters, and {peaking contemptibly of re-
vealed' Religion.

I was difcourfing fome years ago with a cer-
tain Minifter about that whiggith or fanatical
Genius, fo prevalent among the Englith of
this kingdom: his Lordfhip accounted for it
by that number of Cromwell’s Soldiers, adven-
turers eftablithed here, who were all of the
foureft leven, and the meaneft birth, and whofe
polterity are now in poffeflion of their lands
and their principles. However, it muft be
confefled, that of late fome people in this
country are grown weary of quarrelling, be-
caufe intereft, the great motive of quarrelling,
s at an end ; for, it is hardly worth contend.
ing who fhall be an Excifeman, a Country-
Vicar, a Cryer in the Courts, or an Under-
Clerk.,

You will perhaps be inclined to think, that
a perfon {o ill treated as I have been, muft at
fome time or other have difcovered very dan-
gcrous opinions in government ; in anfiver to
which, I will tell you what my Political prin-

ciples
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ciples were in the time of her late glorious Ma-
jefty, which Inever contradicted by any action,
writing; or difcourfe.

Firft, 1 ﬁl‘.’i-‘fﬂ,’b‘ declared  myfelf againﬁ a
Popifh Succefior to the Crown, whatever Ti-
tle he might have by the proximity of blood :
Neither did I ever lwmd the right line, except
upon two accounts: fnﬂ-, as it was eftablithed
b.;}’ aw ; and fecondly, as it hath much weight
in the opinions of the people. - For ncctﬁity

1‘11%'f-bonﬂw any Lu‘-.v; but cannot alter the

: | 1 -
{fentiments of the Hgar ; L] ht of inheritance
ba:mfr perh -1;19 the nus;l popular of all topics:

]

i

'md herefore 1n grc;ﬂ: Changes when that i1s
+1
J

broke, there mli remain much- heart-burning
and difcontent among the meaner people; which
(under a weak Prince and conu} t Adminiftra-

Fapliens o 3
iLL'quL‘EEL'\.: upoil

tion) may have the worlt cor
the peace of any {tate.

As t n‘.lmt is called 2 Rev olution-principle,
my opinion was this ; That whenever thofe
evils, which ufually attend and follow a violent
change of Government, were not in pmb--“ihi-
lity fo pernicious as the grievance we {uffer un
der a prefent power, then the public good
will juftify fuch a Revolution. And this I took
to have been the cafe in the Prince of Orange’s
expedition, although in the confequences it pro-

duced
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)
duced fome very bad effects, which are likely to
ftick long enough by us.

I had likewife in thofe days a mortal antipa-
thy againft Standing Armies in times of Peace :
Becaufe I always took Standing Armies to be
only fervants hired by the Mafter of the family
for keeping his own children in flavery 5 and
becanfe [ conceived, that a Prince, who could
not think himfelf {ecure without Mercenary
Troops, muft needs have a feparate intereft
from that of his Subjects. Although I am not
ignorant of thofe artificial Neceffities which a
Lunupmd Ainiftry can create, for keeping up

Forces to fupport a FaGtion againft the publick
Intereft.

As to Parliaments, I adored the wifdom of

that Gothic Inftitution, which made them an-
nual: and I was confident our Liberty could
never be placed upon a firm foundation until
that ancient law were reftored among us,  For,
who fees not, that, while fuch A.lul.uiles are
permitted to have a longer duration, there grows
up a commerce of con'uption between the Mi-
niftry and the Deputies, wherein they both find
their accounts, to th_ manifeflt danger of Liber-
ty ¢ which Traffic would neither anfwer the
defign nor expence, if Parliaments met once a
year.,

1 ever

——_;-..*"‘1‘;‘__-— AP
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20 LETTERS TO AND

I ever abominated that {cheme of Politics,
(now about thirty years old) of fetting up a
monied Intereft in oppofition to the landed.
For I conceived, there could not be a truer

saxim in our Government than this, That the
Pofleflors of the foil are the beft Judges of what
is for the advantage of the kingdom. If others
had thought the fame way, Funds of Credit
and South-fea Projects would neither have been
felt nor heard of.

I could never difcover the necefiity of fufs
pending any Law upon which the Liberty of
the moft innocent perfons depended ; neither
do I think this Praétice hath made the tafte of
Arbitrary Power fo agreeable, as that we fhould
defire to fee it repeated. Every Rebellion fub-
dued and Plot difcovered, contribute to the
firmer eftablifhed of the Prince : In the latter
cafe, the knot of Confpirators is entirely broke;
and they are to begin their work anew under a
thoufand difadvantages; fo that thofe diligent
enquiries into remote and problematical guilt,

with a new power of enforcing them by chains
and dungeons to every perfon whofe face a Mi~
nifter thinks fit to diflike, are not only oppo-
fite to that Maxim, which declareth it better
that ten guilty men fhould efcape, than one in-
nocent fuffer ; but likewife leave a gate wide

open
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open to the whole Tribe of Informers. the moft

il o,

2 1
accurfed, and proftitute, and abandoned race

L]

that God ever permutted to plague mankind.

It is true the Romans had a cuftom of chy-
fing a Dictator, during whofe adminiftration
the Power of other Magiftrates was fufpended ;
but this was done upon the greateft emergen-
cies ; 2 War near their doors, or fome civil
Diffention : For Armies muft be governed by
arbitrary power. But when the Virtue of that
Commonwealth gave place to luxury and am-
bition, this very office of Diator became per-
petual in the perfons of the Cafars and their
Succeflors, the moft infamous T'yrants that have
any where appeared in ftory.

Thefe are fome of the fentiments I had, re-
lating to publick affairs, while I was in the
world : what they are at prefent, is of little
importance either to that or mylelf ; neither
can I truly fay I have any at all, or, if T had, {
dare not venture to publith them : For how-
ever orthodox they may be while I am now
writing, they may become criminal enough to
bring me into trouble before midfummer. And
indeed T have often withed for fome time paft,

I Catechifm might be publifhed

Y auihority four times a year, in order to in-

e A5F 19 i e 2 T s o r T
FLIUCL us Row we are to 1pcak, write, angd act
i i 1
+ - .- i . T Tr e
t quarter. I have by expe-

TIED e
A L..-.'-l-.,_‘._.
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rience felt the want of {fuch an inftruéer : For,
intending to make my court to {fome people cn
the p"cvailmo' fide, by advancing certain old
|I whigeifh principles, w lm,h, it feems, had been

C};p;(n;u, c"E; wut a ]Tluﬂ-hll l)t.j'\ub, i I'IJ.V" Dc‘[j:.hkl

1
for a difaffeCted perfon. I am not ignorant how
idle a thing itis, for a man in obfcurity to at-
tempt defending his reputation as a Writer,

4

while the i“pirit of Faction hath fo univerfally

p{_Jﬂ‘cﬁlﬁd the minds of men, that t]“-r"v' are not

at leifure to attend to any thing elfe. They
will juft give themfelves time to Lio el and ac-
cufe me, but cannot {pare a minute to hear my
i defence. Soin a 1_'150 -difcovering age. I have
i it often known an innocent man {eized and impri-
| |[ foned, and forced to lie feveral monthsin chaun,
| while the Minifters were not at leifure to hear
his humfm until they had pre ofecuted an Hmn’f-

ed the number inc” *.*..n:,n{-iﬂd

All I can rcaibwwlﬁ, 10pe for by this letter,
il is to convince my friends, and others who are
pleafed to with me well, that I have neither
| been fo ill a Subject nor fo ftupid an Author,
as I have been reprefented by the virulence of
Libellers, whofe malice hath taken the {fame
train in both, by fathering dangerous Princi-
ples 1n government upon me, which I never
rhaintained, and infipid Producions, which I
am not capable of writing. For, however 1
may
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may have been foured by petfonal ill treat-
X ey fmge e 1
muﬁj of m, melanc lmlw, proipects for the pub-

llC am too much a pmluuan to expoic my
own L.lc. by offenfive words. And, if my
genius fmd pirit be funk 1 by encre afin
I have at iCJ..L enough difcretion left, not to mifs
take the meafure of my own :11_\»‘1*.?5: by at-
tc:mp1 Ing 111% jects w hut thofe Talents are ne-
ceflary, which perhaps I may have loft with
my youth.

B |

s o g Biide R o s Tl
Dr.SwirT to Mr. Gavy,

Dublin, Jan. 8, 1722-3.
Oming home after a thort Chriftmas rama
ble, i L a letter upon my table, and
little expedted en I opened it to read your
name at the 't ttom. Ej_ beft and greatefk

part of my Eif—:, intil thefe laft eight }-:.-Lrs, I
fpent in Hn-’rlﬂnd ; there I made my friendfhips,
and there I left my defires. Iam condemned
for ever to another country 3 what is in pru-
duence to be done? I think, to be oblitufque
meorum, eblrvifcendus & 7llis. 'What can be the
defign of your letter but malice, to wake me out
of a fcurvy fleep, which however is better

D than
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than none? I am towards nine years older
fince I left you, yet that is the leaft of my al-
terations ; my bufinefs, my diverfions, my con-
verfations, are all entirely changed for the worfe,
and {o are my ftudies and my amufements in
writing ; yet, after all, this humdrum way of
life might be paffable enough, if you would let
me alone. I fhall not be able to relith my wine,
my parfons, my horfes, nor my garden for
three months, until the {pirit you have raifed
fhall be difpoffefled. I have fometimes won-
dered that I have not vifited you, but I have
been ftopt by too many reafons, befides years
and ]a,gmdb, and yet thefe are very good
ones. Upon my return after halfa year amongft
you, there would be to me Defiderio nec pudor
nec modus, I was three years reconciling my-
{elf to the fcene, and the bulinefs, to which
fortune hath condemned me, and ftupidity was
what I had recourfe to. Befides, what a figure
fhould I make in London, v.hlh. my friends
are in povert ty, C}\llt,ulﬂ:d% or Jmmliunmwt
and my enemies with rods of iron ? “mt I often
threaten myfelf with the j journey, and am ever:;
fummer pr actifing tu get health to bear it ; '] '1 1e
only inconvenience is, that [ grow old in theex

H

periment. Although care not to talk to you as
a i,:_:vrnc, :'C }-" pe you have not been author
of your co do ru drink bad wine, or keep

}'-ill.;'l
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bad company ? Are you not as many years ols
der as I? It will not be always Kz tibi guos mibz
demplerit Apponet ammos. 1 am heartily forry
you have any dealings with that ugly diftem-
per, and I believe our friend Arbuthnot will
recommend you to temperance and exercife. 1
with they could have as good an effect upon the
giddinefs I am fubjeét to, and which this mo=
ment I am not free from. 1 {hould have been
glad if you had lengthened your letter by tel-
ling me the prefent condition of many of my
old acquaintance, Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis,
&c. but you mention only Mr. Pope, who I
believe is lazy, or elfe he might have added
three lines of his own. I am extremely glad
he is not in your cafe of needing great mens faa
vour, and could heartily with that you were in
his. T have been confidering why Poets have
fuch ill fuccefs in making their Court, fince
they are allowed to be the greateft and beft of
all flatterers : The defect is, that they flatter only
In print or in writing, but not by word of
mouth: They will give things under their hand

#

which they make a confcience of Ki

(peaking,
Befides, they are too libertine to haunt anti-
chambers, too poor to bribe Porters and foote
men, and too proud to cringe to fecond~hand
favourites in a great family. Tell me, are you
not uader Original fin by the dedication of your

D 2 Eclugues
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Eclogues to, Lord Bolingbroke? I am an il
Judge at this diftance; .anr.’l befides, am, for my
eafe, utterly ignorant of the LJL“HHUHLQ things
that pafs in the world ; but if all Courts 11:1‘;{:
a famenefs in them (as the Parfons phrafe it)
things may be as they were in my time, when
all emplo}- ments went to Parliament-mens
Friends, who had hu,!] ufeful in Ele&tions, and
there was always a huge Lli’t of names in ar-
rears at the Trealury, whi
take up your feven years expedient to dlil_:}::trgc
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Court, and the Succefiors; and by the force of
too much honefty or teo little fublunary wif-
dom, you fell between two ftools. Take care
of your health and money ; be lefs modeft and
more active; or elfe turn Parfon and get a Bi-
thoprick here: Would to God they would fend
us as good ones from your fide!

I am ever, &c.

| R R b e e R
Mr. Pore to Dr. SwirT.

Jan. 12, 1723

Find a rebuke in a late Letter of yours, that

both ftings and pleafeth me extremely.
Your faying that I ought to have writ a Poft-
fcript to my friend Gay’s, makes me not con-
tent to write lefs than a whole Letter; and
your feeming to take his kindly, gives me
hopes you will look upon this as a fincere ef-
fe of Friendthip. Indeed as I cannot but
own the Lazinefs with which you tax me, and
with which I may equally charge you, for
both of us have had (and one of us hath both
had and given i) a Surfeit of writing; fo I

i » -
Alluding to his large work on Homer,

D '{ ['Cﬁ“'y'
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really thought you would know your felf to
be fo certainly intitled to my Friendthip, that
it was a poficfiion you could not imagine {tood
in need of any further Deeds or Writings to
aflure you of it,

Whatever you feem to think of
drawn and {eparate ftate at this ¢ diftance, and
in this Abfence, Dean Swift lives ftill in Eng-
Jand, in every place and company where he

your with-

would chufe to live, and I find him in all the
Converfations I kegp, and in all the Hearts in
which I defire any fhare,

We have never met thefe many years with-
out mention of you. Befides my old Acquaint-
ance, I have found that all my friends of a
later date are fuch as were yours before: Lord
Oxford, Lord Harcourt, and Lord Harley
may look upon me as ong entailed upon them
by you: Lord Bolingbroke is now returned
(as I hope) to take Me with all his other He-
reditary Rights: and, indeed, he feems grown
{o much a Philofopher, as to fet his heart up-
on {fome of them as little, as upon the Poet you
gave him, It is fure my ill fate, that all thofe
I moit loved, md with whom I moft lived,
muft be banithed: After both of you left Eng-

-

land, my Lc:»munt?h t wasthe mmup of © Lo-

i

~ 1 ‘ Q
cigtter, Sure this is a nation that is au:iml}r

afraid
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T

atraid of being over-run with too much Polite-
nefs, and cannot regain one great Genius, but
at the expence of another !, 1 tremble for my
Lord Peterborow (whom I now lodge with)
he has too much Wit, as well as Coumg to
make a folid General m: and if he efca apes be-
ing banithed by others, I fear he will banith
himfelf, This leads me to give you {fome ac-
count of the manner of my life and Converfa-
tion, which has been infinitely more various
and diffipated, than when you knew me and
cared for me; and among all Sexes, Parties,
and Profeffions. A Glut of Study and Retire-
ment in the firft part of my life caft me into
this; and this, - I begin to fee, will throw me
again into Study and Retirement,

~

! The Bithop of Rochef- | < Lord Wharton fhew’d
ter thought this to be indeed .| <¢ me a letter he had re-
the ca I,, and that the price | ¢ ceived from a certain
agreed on for Lord B.%s re- | «« oreat General in Spain ;
turn was his banithment: | ¢ [Lord Peterb.] I told
an imagination, which fo | < him, Iwould by all means
ftrongly poffeffed him when | ¢ have that General recal-
he went abroad, that all, | ¢¢ led, and fet to writing
which his friends could fa y. | ¢«

here at home, for it was
or do, could not convince | ¢« impoffible that a man
h!rn of the folly of it. %

with fo much wit as he
™ This Mr. Walth feri- | ¢« fhewed, could be fit to
oufly thought to be the ca e, | ¢¢ command an army or do
vhere, in a letter to JkTr ‘¢ any other bufinefs.” Let,
ltl,-t‘-, he fays—¢ When we | V. Sep. g. 1706,
¢ were in the North, my

D 4 The

e




40 LBEEEERS TO-AND
The Civilities I have met with from oppo-
of people, have hinder’d me from be-
ent or four to any Party; but at the
ame time the Obfervations ;-ﬁ]f-._i E periences I
cannot but have colle@ted, have nm-‘.c me lefs

S GE ond leledniorizad ot sro -
nd of, and lefs furprized at, any: I am there-

fore the more affiited and the more angry at
the Violences and Hard{hips I {re practifed l)f
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a Quietnels of mind which ll')))’

s improves inte a certain degree of Chearful-
"\ ‘.- -~ - . o " I— o~y : . '.\. ." - - -
HELS, Cnougin to make me juit fo gi)ﬂn humour-

: (T e Ry iRy R i res 112 ™ M
ed as to with that world well: I\ffy Friend-
1ps dare L;;L;L“u-\._'-.i bﬁ New (JHQS VLt no ptllt
] LS oy g i
of the warmth I felt for the old is diminifhed,
: , but to Knaves “(1 “ools

} A.I\u..l " l\-u-l.l 1€ I.J. -.) j'k..tl]. \.’-afal ;’ = i | }h.{ tl{_ J I L-rlI-]I]OL
1 .1 :
L

xt to 7\ AvVes wino conver {" Wi ph t] €m, T-n:
greateft Man in power of this fort thall ha dly
make me bow to him, unlefs I had a perfonal
obligation, and that I will take care not to have.
The top pleafure of my life is cne I learned
from you both how to gain and how to ufe
the Freedom of Friendthip with men much
ny Superio ave [r.u.g fed great men,
according a praile; but not to

have
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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 471

have flattered them and yet not have difpleafed
them, is a greater. I have carefully avoided
all Intercourfe with Poets and Scriblers, un-
lefs where by great chance I have found a mo-
deft one. By thefe means I have had no quar-
rels with any perfonally; none have been Ene-
mies, but who were alfo Strangers to me; and
as there is no great need of an Eclaircifment
with fuch, whatever they writ or faid I never
retaliated, not only never {eeming to know,
but often really never knowing, any thing of
the matter. There are very few things that
give me the Anxiety of a Wifh; the ftrongeft
I have would be to pafs my days with you,
and a few fuch as you : But Fate has difperfed
them all about the world; and I find to with
it is as vain, as to wifh to fee the Millennium
and the Kingdom of the Juft upon earth.

If T have finned in my long filence, confider
there is one to whom you yourfelf have been as
great a finner. As foon as you fee his hand,
you will learn to do me juftice, and feel in your
heart how long a man may be filent to thofe
ne truly loves and refpes.

LETTER
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Lol 1T -E-R- VI

Lord BorINGBROKE to Dr. Swirt,

Am not {0 lazy as Pope, and therefore you

muft not expeét from me the fime indul-
gence to Lazinefs; in defending his own caufe
he pleads yours, and becomes your Advocate
while he appeals to you as his Judge: You
will do the fame on your part; and I, and the
reft of your common Friends, fhall have great
juftice to expeét from two fuch righteous Tri-
bunals: You refemble perfectly the two Ale-
houfe-keepers in Holland, who were at the

fame time Burgomafters of the Town, and tax-
ed one another’s Rills alternately. I declare be-
fore-hand T will not ftand to the award ; my
Title to your Friendfhip is good, and wants
neither Deeds nor Writings to confirm it: but
annual Acknowledgments at leaft are neceflary
to preferve it: and I begin to fufpect by your
defrauding me of them, tha
to difpute it, and to urge Prefcription againft
me. I would not fay one word to you about
myfelf (fince it is a fubje& on which you ap-
pear to have no curiofity) was it not to try
how far the contraft between Po
and manner of |

t you hopc in time

pe’s fortune
ife, and mine, may be carried.

I have
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I have been, then, infinitely more uniform
and lefs diffipated than when you knew me
and cared for me. That Love which I ufed to
{catter with fome profufion among the female
kind, has been thefe many years devoted to
one object. A great many misfortunes (for {o
they are called, though fometimes very impro-
perly) and a retirement from the world, have
made that juft and nice difcrimination between
my Acquaintance and my Friends, which we
have feldom fagacity enough to make for our
felves; thofe infelts of various hues, which
ufed to hum and buz about me while I flood
in the funfhine, have difappeared fince I lived
in the fhade. No man comes to a Hermitage
but for the fake of the Hermit; a few philo-
fophical Friends come oftén to mine, and they
are fuch as you would be glad to live with, if
a dull climate and duller company have not al-
tered you extremely from what you was nine
years ago.

‘The hoarfe voice of Party was never heard
in this quiet place; Guzettes and Pamphlets
are banithed from it, and if the Lucubrations
of Ifaac Bickerftaff be admitted, this diftin&ion
1s owing to fome ftrokes by which it is judged
that this illuftrious Philofopher had (like the
Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagoras, the Per-
{ian Zoroafter, and others his Precur{ors among

the
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the Zabians, Magians, and the Egyptian Seers)
both his outward and his inward Do&rine, and
that he was of no fide at the bottom. When
I am there, I forget I ever was of any party my
felf; nay, I am often fo happily abxmbcd by
the abftracted reafon of things, that I am ready
to imagine there never was any fuch moniter
as Party. Alas, I am foon awakened from that
pleafing dream by the Greek and Roman Hi-
ftorians, by Guicciardine, by Machiavel, and

Thuanus; for I have vowed to read no Hift: ory

Y
J

agq 1
A

of our own country, till that body of it which
rou promile to finifh. appears ®,
o 4 4

I am under no apprehenfion that a glut of
Study and Retirement fhould caft me back in-

to si_‘imm:*;;'f; of the w orld; onthe confrary, the
fingle regret which I ever feel, is that I fell {o
late into this courfe of life; my Philofophy
grows confirmed by habit, and if you and I
meet again, I will extort thlb approbation, from

o
}'(.—JI_.E < J“f?.’n’? Hon \: G ’,l" 'l" f‘.) 1 .J "f{.':f H'A' -'ffvf {-J ;’)f.; T
ductus, ut non tantum relte f}c; cere poffim, fed nifi

ecie }"Jt ere 1Non 1":{” Jiz. rlih I ttle inc 1‘-.1111;.1‘” I
1 we met with from oppofite fetts of people,
have been {o far from renderin 1g me violent or
four to any, that I think my felf obliged to
them all; fome have cured me of my fears,
R e

1 . —~
thewing me how impotent the malice of the
A See the firlt note on Lett. V. of this Vol.
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world is; thers have cured me of my hopes,
by thewing how plccalmm popular fr jLTEdu}fpS
are; all have cured me of furprize: In driving
me out of party, they have driven me out of
curfed company; and in ftripping me of Titles
and Rank, and Eftate, and fuch trinkets, which
every man that will may {pare, they have given
me that which no man can be happy withont.
Refle@ion and habit have rendered the
world fo indifferent to me, that I am neither
afflicted nor rejoiced, angry nor pleafed at
what happens in it, any farther than per{onal
friendfhips intereft me in the affairs of it, and
this prin :15 le extends my cares but a llttle way.
Perfe& T ..nq*._g,]_-. ty is the general tenour of
my life: good digeftions, ferene weather, and
fome other mechanic {p 4 ngs, wind me above
it now and then, but I never fall below it; |
am fometimes gay, but I am never fad. I lzrzve

]
i
b
£
A
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gained new friends, and have loft fome old

S0 . - e GLEEE TITTE YA .
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noviciate of acquaintance thould methinks
precede them : My Toffes of this kind give me
put li contributed no *hhfr to
them, and a friend who breaks with me un-

3 i
juitly, 1s not worth preferving. As foon as I

|
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leave this Town (which will be in a few days}
I thall fall back into that courfe of life, which
keeps knaves and fools at a great diftance from
me: I have an averfion to them both, but in
the ordinary courfe of life I think I can bear
the f:nfible knave better than the fool. One
muft indeed with the former be in fome or
other of the attitudes of thofe wooden men
whom I have feen before a fword-cutler’s thop
in Germany; but even in thefe conftrained
poftures the witty Rafcal will divert me; and
he that diverts me does me a great deal of good,
and lays me under an obligation to him, which
I am not obliged to pay him in another coin:
The Fool obliges me to be almoft as much up-
on my guard as the knave, and he makes me
no amends; he numbs me like the Torpor, or

he teazes me like the Fly. This is the Picture
of an old Friend, and more like him than that
will be which you once afked, and which he
will fend you, if you continue ftill to defire it.
-—Adieu, dear Swift, with all thy faults I love
thee intirely; make an effort, and love me on
with all mine,

LETTER
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Lokl 1-E-R= 1.
From Dr. SwisT,

Dublin; Sept. 20, 1723.
Eturning from a fummer expedition of four
months on account of my health, I found
a letter from you; with an appendix longer
than yours from Lord Bolingbroke. I believe
there is not a more miferable malady than an
unwillingnefs to write letters to our beft friends,
and 2 man might be philofopher encugh in
finding out reafons for it. One thing is clear,
that it fhews a mighty difference betwixt
Friendthip and Love, for a lover (as I have
heard) is always {cribling to his miftrefs, If I
could permit my felf to believe what your Ci-
vility makes you fay, that I am ftill remem-
bered by my friends in England, T am in the
right to keep my felf here— Nox Sum qualis
eram. 1 left you in a period of life when one
year does more execution than three at yours,
to which if you add the dullnefs of the air,
and of the people, it will make a terrible fum.
I have no very ftrong faith in you pretenders to
Retirement ; you are not of an age for it, nor
have gone through either good or bad fortune
enough to go into a corner, and form conclu-
fions de contemptu mundi & fusa feeculs, unlefs
a Poct




S ity wvw-ﬂu&

48 LETTERS TO AND
a Poet gtow weary of too much applaufe, as
Minifters do of too much weight of bufinefs.
Your happinefs is greater than your Merit,
in chufing your Favourites ib indifferently
among either Party: this you owe partly to
your Education, and partly to your Genius
employing you in an Art in which Faction has
nothing to do, for I fuppofe Virgil and Horace
are equally read by Whigs and Tories. You
have no more to do with the Conftitution of
Church and State, than a Chriftian at Conftan~
tinople; and you are {fo much I‘h{;‘ wifer and
the I”npm becaufe both Parties will approve
your Poetry as long. as you are hnown to be
of neither.

Your notions of Friendfhip are new to me °:
I believe every man is born with his quantun,
and he cannot give to one without robbing an-
other. I very well know to whom I would
give the firft places in my Friendthip, but they
are not in the way: I am condemned to an=-
other fcene, and therefore I diftribute it in Pen-

nyworths to thofe about me, and who difpleafe
me Jeaft; and fhould do the fame to my fel-
low prifoners if I were condemned tojayl. 1
can likewife tolerate Knaves much better than
Fools, becaufe their knavery does me no hurt

i the commerce 1 };:m: with them, which
° Yet they are the Chriftian notions.

however
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however I own is more dangerous, tho’ not {o
troublefome, as that of Fools. I have often
endeavoured to eftablith a Friendfhip among
all Men of Genius, and would fain have it
done: they are feldom above three or four
Contemporaries, and if they could be united,
would drive the world before them. T think
it was fo among the Poets in the time of Au-
guftus: but Envy, and Party, and Pride, have
hindered it among us. I do not include the
Subalterns, of which you are feldom without a
large Tribe. Under the name of Poets and
Scriblers I fuppofe you mean the Fools you are
content to fee fometimes, when they happen to
be modeft; which was not frequent among
them while I was in the world.

I would defcribe to you my way of living,
if any method could be call’d {o in this Coun-
try. I chufe my companions among thofe of
lealt confequence and moft complyance: I
read the moft trifling Books 1 can find, and
whenever I write, it is upon the moft trifling
{ubjects: But riding, walking, and fleeping
take up eighteen of the twenty-four hours.
I procraftinate more than I did twenty years
ago, and have f{everal things to finith which I
put off to twenty years hence; Hac eff wvita
Solutorum, &e. 1 fend you the compliments of

a friend of yours, who hath pafled four months
E this
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this fummer with two grave acquaintance at
his country-houfe without ever once going to
Dublin, \&-’I}E-:h 1s but e:right miles dii-'hmt; ytt

I¢
{hall find hi:u as d [m: Court of I\LL,mll
the Park, the Opu& s, and the Coffee-houfs
as any man there. I am now with him for a
few days.

You muft remember me with great affec-
tion to Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Congreve, and Gay,
—1 think there are no more codein tertio’s be-
tween you and me, except Mr. Jervas, to whofe
houfe I addrefs this, for want of knowing

=1

where you live: for it was not clear from your
laft whether you l,ufm with Lord Peterborow
r he with you ?

T BT
1. d CYEr, &,

L4 T T ER.-X

< - T ~
}'[_{i_ I.Jl.q [! e

E Need not tell you, with what real delight 1
{hould have done any thing you m,f;t-* and

in particular any good offices in my power to-
wards the bearer o‘L your Letter, wh 1s this
day gone for France. Perhaps ’tis with Poets
sttl Prophets, they are fo much better lik’d
In another country than their own, that your

3 _,nﬂ“m an
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Gentleman, upon arriving in England, loft his
curiofity concerning me. However, had he
try’d, he had found me his friend ; I mean he
had found me yours. I am difappointed at
not knowing better a man whom you efteem,
and comfort myfelf only with having got a Let-
ter from you, with which (after all) I fit down
a gainer ; fince to my great pleafure it confirms
my hope of once more feeing you. After fo
many difperfions and fo many divifions, two or
three of us may yet be gather’d together: not
to plot, not to contrive filly fchemes of ambi-
tion, or to vex our own or others hearts with
bufy vanities (fuch as perhapsat one time of life
or other take their Tour in every man) but to
divert ourfelves; and the world too if it pleafes ;
or at worft, to laugh at others as innocently
and as unhurtfully as at ourfelves. Your Tra-
vels * T hear much of ; my own I promife you
{ball never more be in a ftrange land, but a di-
ligent, I hope ufeful, inveftigation of my own
Territories®. I mean no more Tranflations, but
{fomething domeftic, fit for my own country,
and for my own time.

If you come to us, I'll find you elderly La-
dies enough that can halloo, and two that can
nurfe, and they are too old and feeble to maks

* Gulliver. b The Eﬂ:iy on Man.
E 2 too
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72 LETTERS: TO AND

too much noife ; as you will guefs, when I tell
you they are my own mother, and my own
nurfe. I can alfo hélp you to a Lady who is
as deaf, tho’ not fo old, as yourfelf ; you’ll be
pleas’d with one-another I'll engage, tho’ you
don’t hear one-another: you'll converfe like
{pirits by intuition. What you’ll moft won-
der at is, fhe is confiderable at Court, yet no
Party-woman, and lives in Court, yet would
be ealy, and make you eafy.

One of thofe you mention (and I dare fay
always will remember) Dr. Arbuthnot, is at
this time ill of a very dangerous diftemper, an
impofthume in the bowels; which is broke,
but the event is very uncertain. Whatever
that be (he bids me tell you, and I write this
by him) he lives or dies your faithful friend;
and one reafon he has to defire a little longer
life, is the wifh to fee you once more.

He is gay enough in this circumftance to tell
you, he wou'd give you (if he cou’d) fuch ad-
vice as might cure your deafnefs, but he would
not advife you, if you were cured, to quit the
pretence of it ; becaufe you may by that means
hear as much as you will, and anfwer as little
as you pleafe. Believe me

Your’s, &¢.

Il D Hl R
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LET F-E-RXL

From Dr. SwiFT,
Sept. 29, 1725.

Am now returning to the noble fcene of

Dublin, into the grand Monde, for fear of
burying my parts: to fignalize myfelf among
Curates and Vicars, and correct all corruptions
crept in relating to the weight of bread and
butter, through thofe dominions where I go-
vern. I have employ’d my time (befides ditch-
ing) in finifhing, corre¢ting, amending, and
tranfcribing my * Travels, in four parts com-
pleat, newly augmented, and intended for the
prefs when the world fhall deferve them, orra-
ther when a Printer {hall be found brave enough
to venture his ears. I like the fcheme of our
meeting after diftreffes and difperfions ; but
the chief end I propofe to myfelf in all my la-
bours, is to vex the world, rather than divert
it; and if I could compafs that defign with-
out hurting my own perfon or fortune, I would
be the moft indefatigable writer you have ever
feen, without reading. I am exceedingly
pleafed that you have done with Tranflations ;
Lord Treafurer Oxford often lamented that a

¢ Gulliver’s Travels.

E 3 rafcally
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Jiuﬂy world fhould lay you under a neceffity
of mifem lm‘m"f you bLIIlLS for {o long a time,

A
™

But imu, you will now be {o much better em-
pwv d, w hen you-think of the world, give it
one |: f': the more at my requeft. I have ever
hated all Nations, Profeflions, and Commus
nities ; and all my love is towards Individuals
for inftance, I hate the Tribe of Lawyers, but
I love Counfellor fuch a one, and Judge fuch a
one : "Tis fo with Phyficians, (I will not f peak
of my own Inuc,f uo]diem Englith, Scotch,
I*um,n, and the reft. But principally I hate
and deteft that animal called Man, although 1
heartily love John, Peter, honm and {o
forth. This is the {yftem upon which I have
governed myfelf many years (but do not tell)
and fo I fhall go on till I have done with them.
I have got materials towards a Treatife, prov-
ing the falfity of that definition Animal ratio-
siale, and to fhew it fhould be only rationzs
capax. Upon this great foundation of Mifan-
throphy (tho’ not in Timon’s manner) the
whele building of my Travels is erected; and
I never will have peace of mind, till all Luncjt
men are of my opinion : By c:cmi“cqucncc you
are to embragce it immediately, and procure that
all who deferve my efteem may do fo too.

TI e matter 15 fo clear, that it will admit of

g ne
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no difpute; nay, I will hold a hundred pounds
that you and I agree in the point.

I did rot know your Odyfley was finithed,
being yet in the country, which I fhall leave
in three days. I thank you kindly for the pre-
{fent, but fhall like it three fourths the lefs, from
the mixture you mention of other hands ; how-
ever, I am glad you fav’d yourfelf fo much
drudgery—I1 have been long told by Mr. Ford
of your great atchievements in building and
planting, and efpecially of your fubterranean
paflage to your garden, whereby you turned a
Blunder into a Beauty, which is a piece of Ars
Poetica.

I have almoft done with Harridans, and
{hall foon become old enough to fall in love
with girls of fourteen. The Lady whom you
defcribe to live at Court, to be deaf, and no
party-woman, I take to be Mythology, but
know not how to moralize it. She cannot be
Mercy, for Mercy is neither deaf, nor lives at
Court : Juftice is blind, and perhaps deaf, but
neither is the a Court-lady : Fortune is both
blind and deaf, and a Court-lady, but then
the is a moft damnable Party-woman, and will
never make me eafy, as you promifc. It muft -
be Riches, which anfwers all your defcription :
I am glad fhe vifits you, but my voice is {0
weak, that I doubt fhe will never hear me.

E 4 M.
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Mr. Lewis fent me an account of Dr. Ate
buthnot’s illnefs, which is a very fenfible af-
fliction to me, who by living {o long out of the
world, have loft that hardnefs of heart con-
tracted by years and general converfation, I
am daily lofing friends, and neither feeking nor
getting others. Oh if the world had but a do-
zen of Arbuthnots in it, I would burn my
Travels ! But however he is not without fault -
‘There is a paffage in Bede, highly commend-
ing the piety and learning of the Irith in that
age, where after abundance of praifes he over-
throws them all, by lamenting that, alas ! they
kept Eafter at a wrong time of the year. So
our Doctor has every quality and virtue that
can make a man amiable or ufeful ; but alas,
he hath a fort of flouch in his Walk ! I pray
God proteét him, for he is an excellent Chri-
ftian, though not 2 Catholic.

I hear nothing of our Friend Gay, but I find
the Court keeps him at hard meat, I advifed
him to come over here with a Lord Lieutenant.
Philips writes little Flams (as Lord Leicefter
calt'd thofe fort of verfes) on Mifs Carteret. A
DPublin Black{mith, 2 great Poet, hath imi-
tated his manner in a poem to the fame Mifs.
Philips is a complainer, and on this occafion
I told Lord Carteret, that Complainers never
fucceed at Court, though Railers do,

Are
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Are you altogether a country gentleman ? that
I muft addrefs to you out of London, to the ha-
zard of your lofing this precious letter, which I
will now conclude altho’ fo much paper is left.
I have an ill Name, and therefore fhall not {fub-
fcribe it, but you will guefs it comes from one
who efteems and loves you about half as much
as you deferve, I mean as much as he can.

I am in great concern, at what I am juft
told is in fome of the news-papers, that Lord
Bolingbroke is much hurt by a fall in hunting.
I am glad he has fo much Youth and vigour
left (of which he hath not been thrifty) but
I wonder he has no more Difcretion.

Lol T T E-R =X

Oc. 15, 1725

I Am wonderfully pleas’d with the fudder-~

nefs of your kind anfwer. It makes me
hope you are coming towards us, and that you
incline more and more to your old friends, in
proportion as you draw nearer to them ; and are
getting into our Vortex. Here is One, who
was once a powerful planet, but has now (af-
ter long experience of all that comes of fhining)
learned to be content, with returning to his

firft
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8 LETTERS TO AND

firft point, without the thought or ambition of

thining at all. Here is Annt?m‘ who thinks
one of the greateft glories of his Father was to
have diﬁmgmﬂl d :md loved you, and who
loves you hereditarily. Here is A[b-wth“m, 5
covered from the jaws of death, and mor
pleas’d with the E‘rc,p\, of {eeing you again, than
of reviewing a world every part of wlnul he
has long dr.fpls’d, but what is made up of a
ew men like yourfelf. He goes abroad again,
and is more chearful than even health can make
a man, for he has a good confcience into the
bargain (which is the moft Catholic of all re-
medies, tho’ not the moft Univerfal.) I knew
1t would be a pleafure to you to hear this, and
in truth that made me write {o {foon to }ou.

I'm forry poor P. is not promoted in this
age; for certainly if his reward be of the next,
he is of all Poets the moft miferable. I'm alfo
forry for another reafon ; if they don’ t promote
him; they’ll {poil the comluﬁun of one of my
9=1t1;e°~ where, having endeavour’d to correét
the Tafte of the town in wit and criticifm, 1
end thus,

But what avails to lay down rules Sor fenfe 2
f:” —’s Rezgn thefe fz"zm‘f:/s. lines were writ,
When Ambrofe Philips was preferr’d Jor Wit !

Qur
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Qur friend Gay is ufed as the friends of Tories
are by Whigs (and generally by Tories too,)
Becaufe he had humour, he was {uppofed to
have dealt with Dr. Swift ; in like manner as
when any one had learning formerly, he was
thought to have dealt with the Devil. He
puts his whole truft at Court in that Lady
whom I defcrib’d to you, and whom you take
to be an allegorical creature of fancy : I with
{he really were Riches for his fake ; though as
for yours, I queftion whether (if you knew

her) you would change her for the other?
Lord Bolingbroke had not the leaft harm by
his fall, T wifh he had receiv’d no more by his
other fall ; Lord Oxford had none by his. But
Lord Bolingbroke i1s the moft improved Mind
fince you faw him, that ever was improved
without fhifting into a new body, or being:
paullo minus ab angelis. 1 have often imagined
to myfelf, that if ever all of us meet again, af-
ter {o many varieties and changes, after {o much
of the old world and of the old man in each of
us has been alter’d, that {carce a fingle thought
of the one, any more than a {ingle atome of the
other, remains juft the fame; I’ve fancy’d, I
fay, that we fhould meet like the righteous in
the Millennium, quite in peace, divefted of
all our former Paffions, fmiling at our paft fol-
lies, and content to enjoy the kingdom of the
Juit
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Juft in tranquillity.  But I find you would ra-
ther be employ’d as an avenging Angel of
wrath, to break your Vial of Indignation over
the heads of the wretched creatures of this
world ; nay, would make them Ea# your Book,
which you have made (I doubt not) as bitter
a pill for them as pofiible,

I won’t tell you what defigns T have in my
head (befides writing a fet of Maxims in op-
pofition to all Rochefoucault’s principless) till
I fee you here, face to face. Then you fhall
have no reafon to complain of me, for want of
a generous difdain of this world, though I have
not loft my Ears in yours and their fervice.
Lord Oxford too (whom I have now the third
time mention’d in this Letter, and he deferves
to be always mention’d in every thing that is
addrefs’d to you, or comes from you) expets
you: That ought to be enough to bring you
hither ; ’tis a better reafon than if the Natmn
expected you. For I really enter as fully asyou
can defire, into your principle of Love of Indi-

viduals : and I think the way to have a public
{pirit is firft to have a private one ; for who can
believe (faid a friend of mine) that any man
cafioned by the Dean’s fond-

nefs ml RJL 1;'{:: "l r‘ whofe

his was only faid as an {
|
I Maxims are hDunrf-;d on the

n

blique ermu. " of the hor i 1d

1‘.!1!’&!‘;:1]! rin L.hL tmL gois .;

i - | principle of an univerfal fel-
Luhm‘s in human nature.

can
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can care for a hundred thoufand people, who
never cared for one ? No ill-humour’d man can
ever be a Patriot, any more than a Friend.

I defigned to have left the following page
for Dr. Arbuthnot to fill, but he is fo touch’d
with the period in yours to me concerning him,
that he intends to anfwer it by a whole letter.
He too is bufy about a book, which I guefs he
will tell you of. Soadieu—whatremains worth
telling you ? Dean Berkley is well, and happy in
the profecution of his Scheme. Lord Oxfordand
Lord Bolingbroke in health, Duke Difney fo al-
{o ; SirWilliamWyndham better, Lord Bathurtt
well. Thefe and fome others, preferve their
ancient honour and ancient friendthip. Thofe
who do neither, if they were d—d, what is it to
a Proteftant prieft, who has nothing to do with
the dead ? I anfwer for my own part as a Pa-
pift, I would not pray them out of Purgatory.

My name is as bad an one as yours, and ha-
ted by all bad Poets, from Hopkins and Stern-
hold to Gildon and Cibber. The firft pray’d
againft me with the Turk ; and a modern Imi-
tator of theirs (whom I leave you to find out)
has added the Chriftian to ’em, with proper
definitions of each in this manner,

Tke Pope’s the Whore of Babylon,
The Turk be is a Few :
The Chrifiian is an Infidel
That fitteth in o Pew.
LET T ER
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R R ROOXE

From Dr. SwirT.

Nov. 26, 1725.

E Should fooner have acknowledged yours, if
a feverith diforder and the relics of it had
not difabled me for a fortnight. I now begin
to make excufes, becaufe I hope I am pretty
near feeing you, and therefore I would culti-
vate an acquaintance; becaufe if you do not
know me when we meet, you need only keep
one of my letters, and compare it with my face,
for my face and letters are counterparts of my
heart. I fear I have not exprefs’d that right,
but I mean well, and I hate blots: I look in
your letter, and in my confcience you fay the
{ame thing, but in a better manner. Pray tell
my Lord Bolingbroke that I wifh he were ba-
nifh’d again, for then I thould hear from him,
when he was full of philofophy, and talked de
contemptu mundi. My Lord Oxford was fo ex-
tremely kind as to write to me immediately an
account of his fon’s birth; which I immediate-
ly acknowledg’d, but before my letter could
reach him, T wifh’d it in the fea: I hope I was
more affli®ted than his Lordfhip. *Tis hard
that Parfons and Beggars thould be over-run
with bratts, while {o great and good a family

wants
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wants an heir to continue it. I have receiv’d
his Father’s pi&ure, but I lament (fub figzilo
confe/fionis) that it is not {o true a refemblance
as I could with. Drown the world! I am not
content with defpifing it, but I would anger it,
if I could with fafety. I wifh there were an
Hofpital built for its Defpifers, where one
might a& with fafety, and it need not be a
large building, only I would have it well en-
dow’d. P * * is fort chancellant whether he
thall turn Parfon or no. But all employments
here are engaged, or in reverfion. Caft Wits
and caft Beaux have a proper fanctuary in the
church: yet we think it a {fevere judgment, that
a fine gentleman, and {fo much the finer for
hating Ecclefiattics, fhould be a domeftic
humble retainer to an Irith Prelate. He is nei-
ther Secretary nor Gentleman-uther, yet ferves
in both capacitigs. He hath publithed feveral
reafons why he never came to fee me, but the
beft is, that I have not waited on his Lordfhip.
We have had a Poem fent from London in imi-
tation of that on Mifs Carteret. It 1s on Mifs
Harvey of a day old; and we fay and think it
is yours, I with it were not, becaufe I am
againft monopolies— You might have {pared
me a few more lines of your Satire, but I hope
in a few months to fee itall. To hear boys,
like you, talk of Millenniums and tranquillity !

Iam
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I am older by thirty years, Lord Bolingbroke
by twenty, and you but by ten, than when we
laft were together; and we fhould differ more
than ever, you coquetting a maid of honour,
my Lord looking on to fee how the gamefters
play, and I railing at you both. I defire you
and all my friends will take a {pecial care that
my Difaffection to the world may not be im-
puted to my Age, for I have credible witnefies
ready to depofe, that it hath never varied from
the twenty-firft to the f--ty-eighth year of my
life (pray fill that blank charitably.) T tell you
after all, that I do not hate mankind, it is wous
autres who hate them, becaufe you would have
them reafonable Animals, and are angry at be-
ing difappointed: I have always rejected that
definition, and made another of my own, I
am no more angry with — than I was with the
Kite that laft week flew away with one of my
chickens; and yet I was pleafed when one of
my fervants fhot him two days after, 'This I
fay, becaufe you are fo hardy as to tell me of
your intentions to write Maxims in oppofition
to Rochefoucault, who is my favourite, becaufe
I found my whole chara&er in him *s how-
ever I will read him again, becaufe it is poflible
I may have fince undergone fome alterations,—

* This, methinks, is no great compliment to his own
heart,

Take
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Take care the bad Poets do not out-wit you, as
they have ferved the good ones in every age,
whom they have provok’d to tran{mit their
names to pofterity. Mocevius is as well known
as Virgil, and Gildon will be as well known as
you, if his name gets into your Verfes: and as
to the difference between good and bad fame,
‘tis a perfect trifle, T afk a thoufand pardons,
and {o leave you for this time, and will write
again without concerning myfelf whether you
write or no.

I am, &c.

L.-E T T E R=XIV;

Decemb. 10, 1725,

Find myfelf the better acquainted with you

for a long Abfence, as men are with them-
felves for a long Affli¢tion: Abfence does but
hold off a Friend, to make one fee him the
more truly. I am infinitely more pleas’d to
hear you are coming near us, than at any thing
you feem to think in my favour; an opinion
which has perhaps been aggrandized by the
diftance or dulnefs of Ireland, as objets look
larger thro’ a medium of Fogs: and yet I am
infinitely pleas’d with that too. I am much the
happier for finding (a better thing than our

B VVitS)
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FROMDrR.SWIFT, etc. 67

Kites or Eagles, one expells mifchief from
them; but to be fguirted to death (as poor
Whycherly faid to me on his death-bed) by
Apothecaries Apprentices, by thb u;mk*;m ap-
pers of under- fecretaries to fecretaries who were
no fecretaries—this wou’d provoke as dull a
dog as Ph
So much for enemies, now for friends. Mr.
L,— thinks all this indifcreet : the Dr, not {o;
he loves mifchief the beft of any good-natur’d
man in England, Lord B. is abov triﬂ
when he writes of any thing in this world, he
is more than mortal ; "'f' ever be trifles, if muft
be awben be turns a Divine, Gay is writing Tales
for Prince William: I Iup-}uﬁ, Mt Philips will
take this very ill, for two reafons; one that he
thinks all childith thi 1os belong to him, and
the other becaufe he’ 1 z;-ﬂ;:’: it i1l to be taught
that one may write things to a child without

b

s himf{elf,

being childith. What have I more to add ? but
that Lord Oxford defires earneftly to fee
1 T::

and tlqu nhlﬁ” Otners “’110‘"’"1 you do not {tlll‘lr\

s

the worit ol’, will be ;?,wa~*1 by it: none

o

more, be aflured, than Yours, &c.

P.S. Pope and you are very great Wits, and

I think very indifferent Philofophers: If you
y 3

defpifed the world as much as you pretend, and

perhaps believe, you would not be f{o angry

F 2 with




B e =i T S

63 - LETITERS TO AND

with it. The founder of your fe@, that noble
Original whom you think it fo great an honour

to refemble®, was a flave to the worft part of

the world, to the Court; and all his big words
were the language of a flighted Lover, who
defired nothing fo much as a reconciliation, and
feared nothing fo much as a rupture. I belicve
the world hath ufed me as {curvily as moft peo-
ple, and yet I could never find in my heart to
be thoroughly angry with the fimple, falfe, ca-
pricious thing. I fhould blufh alike, to be dif=
cover'd fond of the world, or piqued at it,
Your definition of Animal Rationis capax, 1n-
ftead of the common one Auimal Rationale,
will not bear examination: define but Reafon,
and you will fee why your diftinction is no bet-
ter than that of the Pontiff Cotfa; between ma-
laratio, and bona ratio. But enough of this :
make us a vifit, and I'll fubfcribe to any fide
of thefe important queftions which you pleafe.
We differ lefs than you imagine, perhaps, when
you-wifh’d me banifh’d again: but I am not
lefs true to you and to Philofophy in England,
than I was in France,

Yours, &c. B.
* Seneca.,

LETTER

i
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From Dr. SwiFT,

London, May 4, 1726.

Had rather live in forty Irelands than under

the frequent difquiets of hearing you are out
of order, I always apprehend it moft after a
great dinner; for the leaft Tranfgreflion of
yours, if it be only two bits and one fup more
than your ftint, is a great debauch; for which
you certainly pay more than thofe fots who are
carry’d dead drunk to bed. My Lord Peterbo-
row {poiled every body’s dinner, but efpecially
mine, with telling us that you were detained by
ficknefs. Pray let me have three lines under
any hand or pot-hook that will give me a better
account of your health; which concerns me
more than others, becaufe I love and efteem
you for reafons that moft others have little to
do with, and would be the fame although you
had never touched a pen, further than with
writing to me.

I am gathering up my luggage, and prepar-
mg for my journey; I will endeavour to think
of you as little as T can, and when I write to
you, I will {trive not to think of you: This I
intend in retorn to your kindnefs ; and further,

=3 I know
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I know no body has dealt with me fo cruelly as
you, the confequences of which ufage I fea
will laft as long as my life, for fo long fhall 1
be (in {pite of my heart) entirely Yours.

LB T BVl

Aug. 22, 1726.
M fAny a fhort figh you coft me the day I
iv/i Li} you, and many more you wi il coft
me, till the day you return. I really walk’d
about like a 11‘1;}|1 Iﬂnt'aiﬂ'l’d, and when I came
home found it no home., ’Tis a fenfation like
that of a u:nb 1opp d off, one 18 trying every
minute unawares to ufe it, and finds it 1s not.
I may {];-\; you have ufed me more cruel! y than
you have done any other man; you have made
it more impofl Tible for me to live at eafe with-

Eir e ¥ L it b e U, o I TRt b o
Qut you . Tif.;’.[ﬂ‘."“':._. 1ticeii wouid ]]J.VC LEL}IIC tJi:..I_f)
o o e 1 ST e MR g e Sy o e
i1 A '_fol o o w1 6 uJ..u-" 1._11 '1“‘ Il Et‘li -[:1\1-1 -!- -l-L.L\'L'.
Befides my natural memory of you, you have
vde a local one which e e T,
Imaae a 10cdl OIIC, WA 1§ l relents vou to me n
_ iy e o i [ S R B
CVEry placc i lr_'_‘;-'_.l:.'.e=_;, I {hall never more this!

of Lord Cobham’s, the wot ds of C m.tLI or the
i:| Prol .'"i'- Ryl a1 [ { T 3 |
piealing proipe€ct O LYDLCTY, DU jUL;I' Ide

mufl be join’d with ’em ; nor fee one feat in my

$rm: B R RO s = e Pt ol
1211, OF OIe rogm 1 my own HUU.[\.,
o

without
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21 § 31 ¢ I Rk "L. o
without a Phantome of you, {itting or walking
before me. Itravell’d with *-;-'311 to '._.11:(7.:_11-:‘) I felt
the extream heat of the weather, the in:

roads, the confinement and clofenefs of the un-
eafy coach, and wifh’d a hundred times I had
either a Deanery or a Horfe inmy gift. In real

truth, I have felt my foul pur:n-ﬁ
with all about me, from a warm u ".“:‘.i:—,' defir

after you. Iam goneout of mylielf to no pur-

1 &

g ca 1 T [ Sty L

PL\J, "lle. cannot catcn '&'\Jl:. Inbrat in oeaes
¥

was not more }}l oper "';’ ’1} Pl” d toa pu..')f dog

after a hare, than to me with regard to 1

%?f

| B
o

=
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departure. I wifh I could think no more of
it, but lye down and {leep till we meet again,
and let that day (how far foever off it ’.“-:ﬂ be
the morrow. Since I cannot, may it be my

i e
xrorar. fharee vt i TR AaRE A b A
T."Hk_lill:n ti‘h.. EVEry iiing you wilh may L?_.H?!-’.E

s S R i EUS o Ll | o gt S e e

man fo a remote eitate, WiliCil l.:; iNnas greater
g
TS e S I TR G B,

than he L,\}-‘(LLL\.,LL y WillChl ENOWICOCC GNIY IECrVES

= n : e e aelens, oot S ot v
to make him live happier where he is, with
7 =) Y oo -E- L1 R o o g sed == i
no difagreeable pi o;ff: if ever he fhould chule

to remove. May this be your ftate till it be-
come what I with. But Sleed Td

prefs the warmth, with which 1 wifh you all
things, and mylfelf you. Indeed you are in-

b 4 gl‘ﬁVCd




T R T T R, g

P2 B BT TR ST O AND

graved elfewhere than on the Cups you fent
me, (with fo kind an infeription) and I might
throw them into the Thames without injury to
the giver. I am not pleas’d with them, but take
them very kindly too : And had I fuf] pected any
fuch ufage from you, I fhould have enjoyed
your company lefs than I really did, for at this
rate I may fay

I\:{f’c Z‘L’fﬂ!ﬂl j“lvj‘if;z{f}} i?l-‘vt?.'rm[.’, ret I[::f'r;{,’ L;E,’.

X will bring you over juft fuch another prefent,
when I go to the Deanery of St. Patrick’s ;
which I promife you to do, if ever I am ena-
bled to return your kindnefs. Donarem Pate-
ras, &c.  Till then T’ll drink (or Gay fhall
drink) daily healths to you, and I'll add to
your infcription the old Roman Vow for years
toccome=VO TS X VOTIS XX N Iy
Mother’s age gives me authority to hope it for
yours. Adieu,

LB T ER XVH.

Sept. 3, 1726.
YOUI’S to Mr. Gay gave me greater fatisfac-
tion than that to me (tho’ that gave me 2
great deal) for to hear you were fafe at your jour-
ney’s end, exceeds the account of your fatigues
e < - while
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while in the way to it: otherwife believe me,
every tittle of each is important to me, which
fets any one thing before my eyes that happens
to you. I writ you a long letter, which I guefs
reach’d you the day after your arrival. Since
then I had a conference with Sir who ex-
prefs’d his defire of having feen you again before
you left us. He faid he obferved a willingnefs
in you to live among us; which I did not deny;
but at the fame time told him, you had no fuch
defign in your coming this time, which was
merely to fee a few of thole you loved: but
that indeed all thofe withed it, and particular-
ly Lord Peterborow and myfelf, who withed
you lov’d Ireland lefs, had you any reafon to
love England more. I faid nothing but what
I think wou’d induce any man to be as fond
of you as I, plain Truth, did they know either
it, or you. I can’t help thinking (when I
confider the whole fhort Lift of our friends)
that none of ’em except you and I are quali-
fy’d for' the Mountains of Wales. The Dr.
ooes to Cards, Gay to Court; one lofes mo-
ney, one lofes his time: Another of our friends
labours to be unambitious, but he labours in
an unwilling foil. One Lady you like has too
much of France to be fit for Wales: Another
is too much a {ubject to Princes and Potentates,
to relifh that wild Tafte of liberty and poverty.

Mr.
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Mr. Congreve is too fick to bear a thin ajr- ; and
the that lczldb him too rich to enjoy any thing.
Lord Peterborow can go to any climate, but
never flay in any. quld Bathurft is too
an nu-nandnm” to like barren hills, {',’_{Cc'f‘f_‘.lt
are his own to improve. Mr. Bethel indeed is
too good and too lmm {t to live in tl*c world,
but yet ’tis fit, for its. ewmplc he fhould, \V-
are left to ouri.ulu.\ In my opinion, and may live
where we pleafe, in Wa I-h Jublin, or Ber-
mudas: And for me, I a hm, you }I ve the
world fo well, and it loves me Irn well, that I
care not in what parct of it I pafs the reft o
days. I fee no funthine | but in the face of a
friend,

I had a glympfe of a letter of yours lately,
by which I find you are (like the vulgar) apter
to think well of people out of power, than of
people in power ; pmlmpa tis a miftake, but
however there’s fomething in it generous. J»L-,
® % takes it extreme kind ily, I can perceive,
and he has a great mind to thank you for that

- 1
|

good opinion, for which I believe he s only to
_3

thank his ill fortune: for if I am not in an

crror, he would rather be i power, than out,

T'o thew you how fit I am to live in the

¥ =1 r el - - -
mountains, I f.-‘-cui with great truth apply to

- as 1 i s o
el S Tl A - & oy ~ o s € |
myielf an old {entence: iiml;‘mt are in,
(11

—more Bl s B Ana Rl Tl o m 5
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¢ abide out: yet to me, thofe that are in fhall
¢ be as thofe that are out, and thofe that are
<« out fhall be as thofe that are in.”

I am indifferent as to all thofe matters, but
I mifs you as much as I did the firft day, when
(with a fhort figh) T parted. Wherever you
are, .(or on the mountains of Wales, or on the
coaft of Dublin,

Tou mibi, Jeu magni fuperas jam Jaxa Timavi,
Sive oram Illyrici legis equoris—)

I am, and ever {hall be Youss, &c.

I.E T T E R=XVIiL
Mr.Gay to Dr.SwirT,

Nov. 17, 1726.

A—Bout ten days ago a Boo ok was publifh’d
here of the Tm\ els of one Gulliver,
which hath been the converfation of the whole
town ever fince: The whole impreffion fold in
a week; and nothing is more diverting than to
hear the different opinions people give of it
though all agree 1n llﬁ\mrr it e:xtrcmdy *T1s
oel u'llly iud that you are the Author; butl
am told, the Book feller dCCiﬂl‘ﬁb, he knows not
from \x-hat hand it came. From the higheft
to

I"

J
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to the loweft it is univerfally read, from the
Cabinet-council to the N urfery. ‘The Politi-
cians to a man agree, that it is free from par-
ticular refle®ions, but that the Satire on gene-
ral focieties of men is too fevere, Not but we
now and then meet with people of greater per-
{picuity, who are in fearch for particular appli-
cations in every leaf; and ’tis highly probable
we fhall have keys publith’d to give light into
Gulliver’s defign. Lord -—— is the perfon
who leaft approves it, blaming it as a defign of
evil confequence to depreciate human nature,
at which it cannot be wondered that he takes
moft offence, being himfelf the moft accom.
plith’d of his {pecies, and fo lofing more than
any other of that praife which is due both to
the dignity and virtue of a man*. Your friend,
my Lord Harcourt, commends it very much,
though he thinks in fome places the matter too
far carried.  The Duchefs Dowager of Marl-
borough is in raptures at it; fhe fays fhe can
dream of nothing elfe fince the read it : fhe de-
clares, that fhe hath now found out, that her
whole life hath been loft in carefling the worlt
part of mankind, and treating the beft as her

* It is no wonder a man | 1 very corrupt reader thould
of worth thould condesn a | aprrove it, becaufe it jufti-
fatire on his fpecies; as it | fies his principles and tends
injures Virtue and violates | (o excufe his practice,
Truth: And, aslittle, that

foes;
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foes; and that if fhe knew Gulliver, tho’ he
had been the worft ene m} fhe ever had fhe
would give up her prefent acquaintance fm his
friendfhip. You may fee by this, that you are
not much injur’d by being fuppos’d the Au-
thor of this piece. If you are, you have dif-
oblig’d us, and two or three of your beft
friends, in not giving us the leaft hint of it
while you were with us; and in particular Dr.
Arbuthnot, who fays it is ten thoufand pitys
he had not known it, he could have added fuch
abundance of things upon every fubie@c A-
mong Lady-critics, fome have found out that
Mr. (xu‘ln er had a P'J.lthll]Ell mthe to Maids
of honour. Thofe of them who frequent the
Church, fay, his defign is impious, and that it
IS deprsur—_tmg the wozkf of the Creator. Not-
withftanding, I am told the Princefs hath read
it with great pleafure. As to other Critics,
they think the flying ifland is the leaft enter-
taining ; and fo great an opinion the town
have of the impofiibility of Gulliver’s writing
at all below himfelf, ’tis agreed that part was
not writ by the fame hand, tho’ this hath its
defenders too. It hath pafs’d Lords and Com-
mons, nemine contradicente; and the whole
town, men, women, and children are quite full
of it.

Perhaps

e ————— — e ————————
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Perhaps I may all this time be talking to
you of a Book you have never feen, and which
hath not yet reach’d Ireland ; if it hath not, I
believe what we have faid will be fufficient to
recommend it to your reading, and that you
will order me to fend it to you.

But it will be much better to come over
your felf, and read it hcrc where you will
have the pleafure of variety of commentators,
to explain the difficult pafi i T:‘Ls to you.

We all rejoice that you have fix’d the pre-
time of your coming to be cum hir zf;'zdzf:e‘e
prima ; which we modern naturalifts pro-
nounce, c;uw’f t to be reckon'd, contrary to
}"im:f, n this northern latitude of fifty-two de-

nd of February, Styl. Greg,

rour friends, the coming

i T i - i
at i L Tif}_ but to us Vi
o
£ {13 A ,f'..-m]‘ YK AC YA -';’l mial-a
O 1UCH & DidCi Iwallow as you, will make a
. 1 n e AT
ﬁJETH’I.](‘;"i' 1N the worit of ieaions, Vv e are no

S poiirs: gl 4 P SR e KOS S
lefs glad at your mention of T'wickenham and

Dawley ; and in town you know you have a

E"‘\ laing ar {onrer
QY 40 LOULE,
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Yahoo, and difcarded him your fervice. I
fear you do not underftand thefe modifh terms,
which every creature now underftands but your

felf,

You tell us your Wine is bad, and that the
Clergy do not frequent your Lu L, which we
lock upon to be tautology. 1e beft advice
WE can f_ Ve you 15 to make them a pl'eﬂ:nt of
Your wine, and come away to better

You fancy we envy you, but you are mif-
taken ; we cnvy thofe you are with, for we
cannot envy the man we love. Ad;e.u.

L E T B R SR

Nov. 16, 1726,
"g' Have refolved to take time; and in {pite of
B all misfortunes and demurs, which f;{,.m::ﬂ
lamenefs, or difability of any kind can throw

‘in my way, to writé you (:-!u 11"" als) a lon

itervals) ng
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5 s * L o
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turning lion. M'. had iei.. recovered

Chariot; himfelf, beat the gl: d 5, Wh .\,11
bridge was overturned | lay uppermoft to p =2

own with the i“f}l.u into {‘Llf“mwl‘ of which cut one
the River. The olaffes be- | of Mr. P spe’s hands very
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ents, who only take up room, and never are
active or affiftant to our wants: I fhall never
be much the better for ’em—1I congratulate you
firft upon what you call your Coufin’s wonder-
ful Book, which is publica trita manu at pre-
fent, and I prophefy will be hereafter the ad-
miration of all men. That countenance with
which it is received by fome ftatefmen, is de-
lightful ; T wifh T could tell you how every
fingle man looks upon it, to obferve which has
been my whole diverfion this fortnight. I've
never been a night in London fince you left
me, till now for this very end, and indeed it
has fully anfwered my expecations.

I find no confiderable man very angry at the
book : fome indeed think it rather too bold,
and too general a Satire: but none, that I hear
of, accufe it of particular refle@ions (I mean
no perfons of confequence, or good judgment ;
the mob of Critics, you know, always are de-
firous to apply Satire to thofe they envy for be-
ng above them) fo that you needed not to
have been fo fecret upon this head. Motte re-
ceiv’d the copy (he tells me) he knew not from
whence, nor from whom, dropp’d at his houfe
In the dark, from a Hackney-coach: by com-
puting the time, I found it was after you left
England, fo, for my part, I {fufpend my judg-
ment,

I am
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I am pleas’d with the nature and quality of
your Prefent to the Princefs. The Irifh ftuff
you fent to Mrs. H. her R, H. laid hold of,
and has made up for her own ufe. Are you de-
termin’d to be National in every thing, even in
your civilities ? you are the greateft Politician
in Europe at this rate ; but as you are a ratio-
nal Politician, there’s no great fear of you, you
will never fucceed.

Another thing, in which you have pleafed
me, was what you fay to Mr. P. by which it
feems to me that you value no man’s civility
above your own dignity, or your own reafon.
Surely, without flattery, you are now above all
parties of men, and it is high time to be {o,
after twenty or thirty years obfervation of the
great world.

Nullius addictus jurare in verba magifiri.

I queftion not, many men would be of your
intimacy, that you might be of their 1ntereft :
But God forbid an honeft or witty man fthould
be of any, but that of his country. They have
{croundrels enough to write for their pafiions
and their defigns ; let us write for truth, for
honour, and for pofterity. If you muft needs
write about Politics at all (but perhaps ’tis full
as wife to play the fool any other way) fure-
ly it ought to be {o as to preferve the dignity

G and
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and intcg‘-"':f}r of your charaer with thofe times

to come, which will moft im rpartially judge of
VO

I wifh you had writ to Lord Peterborow, no
man 1s more affe@ionate toward you. Don’t
fa none but Tories are your friends; for at

that ratc I muft be, at moft, but half your friend,
and fincerely I am wholly fo. Adieu, write
often, and come foon, for many wifh you well,

and all would be glad of your company,

e SR
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o

taken) Dr. Arbuthnot likes the ProjeGtorsleaft®;
others, you tell me, the Flying ifland ; fome
think it wrong to be fo hard upon mlnm, Bo-
dies or Corpn ations, yet the general opinion
15, that refle€tions on pamcular perfons are moft
to be blam’d: fo that in thefe cafes, I think
the beft method is to let cenfure and opinion
take their courfe. A Bithop here faid, that
book was full of nnpmbubk lies, and.for his
part, he hardly believed a word of it; and fo
wch for Gulliver.

Going to England is a very good thing, if it
were not attcan:d with an ugly circumitance of
returning to Ircland. -Itis a fhame you do not
ﬂ\,nﬂ;a% your Minifters to keep me on that
11dc, if it were but 1” a court f“pf*( ient of
keeping me in prifon for a Plotter ; but at the
{ame time 1 hmﬁ tell you, that fuch j journeys
very much thorten my life, for a month here
is longer than fix at Twickenham.

How comes friend Gay to be fo fc;—-i?n‘*f?
another man can publifh fifty-thoufand
fooner than he can fifty Fables.

-
{.I"‘

I am juft going to perform a very good of-
ce, it is to affiit with the Archbifhop, in de-
Pirfon who coupies all our beggars,
ich I fhall make one happy man: and
b Becaufe he underftood it to be intended as a fatire on
the R oy al Sacte 24

G 2 decide
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decide the great queftion of an indelible cha-
racter in favour of the principles in fafhion ;
this I hope you will reprefent to the Miniftry
in my favour, as a point of merit ; fo farewell
till T return.

I am come back, and bave deprived the par-
fon, who by a law here is to be hanged the
next couple he marries : he declared to us that
he refolved to be hanged, only defired that when
he was to go to the gallows, the Archbithop
would take off his Excommunication. Is not
he a good Catholic? and yet he is but a
Scotch-man. This is the only Irith event I
ever troubled you with, and I think it deferves
notice—Let me add, that, if I were Gulliver’s
friend, I would defire all my acquaintance to
give out that his copy was bafely mangled, and
abufed, and added to, and blotted out by the
Printer ; for fo to me it {feems, in the f{econd

volume particularly,
Adieu,

RSP E R XXE
From Dr.l SWIFT.

December 5. 1726.

I Believe the hurtin your hand affects me more
than it does yourfelf, and with reafon, be-

(_-qn{;h

el
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caufe I may probably be a greater lofer by it.
What have Accidents to do with thofe whoare
neither jockeys, nor fox-hunters, nor bullies,
nor drunkards? And yet a rafcally Groom
fhall gallop a foundred horfe ten miles upon 2
caufeway, and get home fafe.

I am very much pleas’d that you approve
what was fent, becaufe I remember to have
heard a great man fay, that nothing required
more judgment than making a prefent ; which
when it is done to thofe of high rank, ought
to be of fomething that is not readily got for
money. You oblige me, and at the fame time
do me juftice in what you obferve as to Mr. P,
Befides, it is too late in life for me to act other-
wife, and thercfore 1 follow a very eafy road
to virtue, and purchafe it cheap. If you will
give me leave to join us, is not your life and
mine a ftate of power, and dependence a ftate
of flavery ? We care not three pence whether
a Prince or Minifter will fee us or no: Weare
not afraid of having ill offices done us, nor are
at the trouble of guarding our words for fear of
giving offence. I do agree that Richesare Li-
berty, but then we are to put into the balance
how long our apprenticethip is to laft in ac-
quiring them.

Since you have receiv’d the verfes, I moft
earneftly intreat you to burn thofe which you

B2 do

|
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do not approve, and in thofe few where you
may not diflike fome parts, blot out the reft,
and {fometimes (tho’ it be againft the lazinefs
of your nature) be fo kind to make a few cor-
re&ic ns, if the matter will bear them. I have
fome few of thofe things I call Ftlom}‘*h moral

52

and diverting ; if you pleafe, T will fend the
beft I can pick from them, to add to the new
volume. In:u-e reafon to chufe the method
you mention of mixing the feveral verfes, and
I ho pe thereby among the bad Critics to be
entitled to more merit t} 1an is my due.

'This moment I am fo happy to have a let-
ter from my Lord Peterborow, for which I
intreat you will prefent him with my humble
refpects and thanks, tho’ he all-to-be-Gulli-
ers me by very ﬂror]ﬁ infinuations. Though
you defpife Riddles, I am ftrongly tempted to
fend a parcel to be printed by themfelves, and
make 2 ninc—pf_‘n“y jobb for the bookfeller.
There are fome of my own, wherein I exceed
mankind, Mira Poemata! the moft {olemn
that were ever feen ; and fome writ by others,
admirable muccd, hut far inferior to mine; but
I will not Pl’ aife myfelf. You approve that
vriter who laughs 'md makes others laugh ;
but why fhould I who hate the world, or you
who do not love it, make it {o happy ? there-

fore
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fore I refolve from henceforth to handle on
ferious fubje@s, nifi quid tu, dofle Trebati, Dif-
[fentis.

Your's, &c.

-
p o B o B o B pan, T
I,: J.j.' A _Et Lo I\ j—. La .l _{-
PR ety D B e o s
J_'*.”_.:,'_Ll.l t_'.‘j i _'_U fom

oy

.!i /& R. Stopford will be the bearer of this let-
A -B~ ter, for whofe auluql.mance I am, amons

ng
many other favours, -oblig’-‘r1 to you: and I
think the acquaintance of fo valuable, i";zl_la
ous, and unaffected a man; to be none of the
leaft obligations.

Our Mifcellany 1s now quite printed. I at
}"I’O"{'”h)LLl'—-’ pleas’d with this joint-volume, in
which methinks we look like friends, fide by
fide, {erious ur*hncrw bj,r turns, converfing in-
terchangeably, and walking down hand in hand
to pofterity ; not in the ftiff forms of learned
Authors, flattering each other, and fetting the
reft of mankind at nought: but in a free, un-
1=“1pom it, natural, ealy manner ; diverting o-
thers jufl as we diverted ourfelves. 'The third
volume confifts of \cucs, but I would chufe

to 1)11]11, none but {fuch as have fome PCCUilai'H:‘f,
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writers., lhere s no ena of 111;111_;113, Books, So-
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lomon faid, and above all of making Mifcella-
nies, which all men can make. For unlefs
there be a charalter in every piece, like the
mark of the Eleét, I thould not care to be one
of the Twelve-thoufand figned.

You receiv’d, I hope, fome commendatory
verfes from a Horfe and a Lillipputian, to
Gulliver ; and an heroic Epiftle of Mis. Gul-
liver. The Bookfeller would fain have print-
ed ’em before the fecond Edition of the Book,
but I would not permit it without your ap-
prouut;(m : nor do I much like them. You
fee how much like a Poet I write, and yet if
you were with us, you'd be deep in Politics.
People are very warm, and Very angry, very
little to the purpofe, but therefore the more
warm and the more angry : Non ngftrum eff,
Tantas componere lifes. 1 ftay at Twitnam,
without fo much as reading news-papers, votes,
or any other paltry Pamphlets : Mr. Stopford
will carry you a whole parcel of them, which
re {ent for your diverfion, but not imitation.
,E*'or my own part, methinks I am at-Glubdub-

1

-

ith none but ancients and {pirits about

arip
ime

I am rather better than T ufe to be at this
{eafon, but my hand (tho’, as you fee, it has not

Joff its cunnipg) is fr L.qmntly 1n very aukward
fenfz-

O IR T, T
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fations, rather than pain. But to convince you
it is pretty well, it has done fome mifchief al-
ready, and juft been ftrong enough to cut the
other hand, while it was aiming to prunec a
froit-tree.

Lady Bolingbroke has writ you a long, lively
letter, which will attend this ; She has very bad
health, he very good. Lord Peterborow has
writ twice to you ; we fancy fome letters have
been intercepted, or loft by accident. About
ten thoufand things I want to tell you : I wifh
you were as impatient to hear them, for if fo,
you would, you muft come early this {pring.
Adieu. Let me have a line from you. Iam
vex’d at lofing Mr. Stopford as foon as I knew
him : but I thank God T have known him no
longer. If every man one begins to value muft
fettle in Ireland, pray make me know no more
of 'em, and I forgive you this one.

LETT:ER XXIHI.

Oc. 2, 1727.
I T is a perfe& trouble to me to write to you,
and your kind letter left for me at Mr.
Gay’s affected me fo much, that it made me
likea girl. I can’t tell what to fay to you I
only
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only feel that I with you well in every circum-
{tance of life ; that ’tis almoft as good to be
hated as to be loved, confidering the pain
it is to minds of any tender turn, to find them-
felves fo utterly impotent to do any good
or give any cafe to thofe who deferve moft
from us. I would very fain know,. as foon as

you recover your complaints, or any part of

them. Would to God I could eafe any of
them, or had been able even to have alleviated
any! I found I was not, and truly it grieved
me. = I was {orry to find you could think your-
felf eafier in any houfe than in mine, tho’ at the
fame time I can allow for a tendernefs in your
way of thinking, even when it feem’d to want
that tendernefs. I can’t explain my meaning,
perhaps you know it : But the beft way of con-
vincing you of my indulgence, will be, if I live,
to vifit you in Ireland, and a& there as much
In my own way as you did here in yours. I
will not leave your roof, if Tamill. = To your
bad health I fear there was added fome difagree-
able news from Ireland, which might occafion
your {o fudden departure : For the laft time I
faw you, you affured me you would not leave
us this whole winter, unlefs your health grew
better; and I don’t find it did fo. I never com-
ply’d fo unwillingly in my life with any friend
as with you, in ftaying fo intirely from you :

-
=
[

nor
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nor could I have had the conftancy to do it, if
you had not promifed that before you went,
we {houw’d mieet, and you would fend to us all
to come. I have given your remembrances to
thofe you mention in yours: we are quite {orry
for you, I mean for ourfelves. I hope, as you
do, that we fhall meet in a more durable and
more fatisfacory ftate; but the lefs fure I am
of that, the more I would indulge it in this.
We are to believe, we fhall have fomething
better than even a friend, there, but certainly
here we have nothing fo good. Adieu for this
time; may you find every friend you go to as
pleas’d and happy, as every friend you went

from is {orry and troubled.
Yours, &c.

LETTI ER=XXLV,
From Dr. SwirT,

Dublin, O&. 12, 1727.

Have been long reafoning with myfelf upon
the condition I am in, and in conclufion
have thought it beft to return to what fortune
hath- made my home; I have there a large
houfe, and fervants and conveniencies about

me. I may be worfe than I am, and I have
no

4




gz EETTERS “T'O0: AN

no where toretire. I therefore thought it beft
to return to Ireland, rather than ge to any di-
ftant place in England. Here is my maintain-
ance, and here my convenience. If it pleafes
God to reftore me to my health, I fhall readi-
ly make a third journey ; if not, we muft part
as all human creatures have parted. You are
the beft and kindeft friend in the world, and I
know no-body alive or dead to whom I am fo
much obliged ; and if ever you made me an-
gry, it was for your too much care abcut me.
I have often wifh’d that God almighty would
be {o ealy to the weaknefs of mankind, as to
let old friends be acquainted in another ftate;
and if I were to write an Utopia for heaven,
that would be one of my {chemes. This wild-
nefs you muit allow for, becaufe I am giddy
and deaf.

I find it more convenient to be fick here,
without the vexation of making my friends un-
ealy; yet my giddinefs alone would not have
done, if that unfociable comfortlefs deafnefs
had not quite tired me. And I believe I thould
have returned from the Inn, if I had not fear-
ed it was only a fhort intermifflion, and the
year was late, and my licence expiring. Surely
befides all other faults, T fhould be a very ill
judge, to doubt your friendfhip and kindnefs.

But it hath pleafed God that you are notin a ftate

of




FROM Dr SWIFT, etc. 93

of health, to be mortified with the care and
ficknefs of a friend. Two fick friends never
did well together ; fuch an office s fitter for
fervants and humble companions, to whom it
is wholly indifferent whether we give them
trouble or no. The cafe would be quite other-
wife if you were with me ; you could refufe to
fee any body, and here is a large houfe where
we need not hear each other if we were both
fick, I have a race of orderly elderly peo-
ple of both fexes at command, who are of
no confequence, and have gifts proper for at-
tending us; who can bawl when I am deaf,
and tread foftly when I am only giddy and
would fleep.

I had another reafon for my hafte hither,
which was changing my Agent, the old one
having terribly involved my little affairs ; to
which however I am grown fo indifferent, that
I believe I thall lofe two or three hundred
pounds rather than plague myfelf with ac-
compts; fo that I am very well qualified to
be a Lord, and put into Peter Walter’s hands.

Pray God continue and increafe Mr. Con-
greve’s amendment, though he does not de-
ferve it like you, having been too lavifh of that
health which Nature gave him,

I hope my W hitehall-landlord 1s nearer to 2
place than when I left him; as the Preacher

I {aid,
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faid, * the day of judgment was nearer, than
¢ ever it had been before.”

Pray God fend you health, det [alutem, det
opes 5 antmam cequam t1br ipfe parabis. You fee
Horace wifthed for money, as well as health ;
and I would hold a crown he kept a coach;
and I thall never be a friend to the Court, till
vou do fo too.

i Yours, &c.

L ET TV E- R0
From Dr, SwirT,

October 30, 1727.

TI‘IE firft letter I writ after my landing

was to Mr. Gay; but it would have been
wifer to direct it to Tonfon or Lintot, to whom
I believe his lodgings are better known than to
‘the runners of the Poft-office. 1In that Letter
you will find what a quick change I made in
feven days from London to the Deanery, thro’
many nations and languages unknown to - the
civilized world. And I have often refle@ed in
how few hours, with a {wift horfe or a ftrong
gale, a man may come among a people as un-
known to him as the Antipodes. If I did not
know you more by your converfation and kind-

nefs
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nefs than by your letter, I might be bafe enou gh
to {ufpec, that in point of friendthip you 2&t-
ed like fome Philofophers who writ much bet-
ter upon Virtue than they practifed it. In an-
fwer, Ican only fwear that you have taught me
to dream, which I'had not done in twelve years
further than by inexpreflible nonfenfe ; but now
I can every night diftin@ly fee Twickenham,
and the Grotto, and Dawley, and many other
et cetera’s, and it is but three nights fince I
beat Mrs, Pope. - I muft needs confefs, that
the pleafure I take in thinking on you is very
much leflened by the pain T am in about your
health: You pay dearly for the great talents
God hath given you; and for the confequences
of them in the efteem and diftin&ion you re-
ceive from mankind, unlefs you can provide a
tolerable ftock of health; in which purfuit T
cannot much commend your condu&, but ra-
ther entreat you would mend it by following
1

i

e advice of my Lord Bolingbroke and your

21 T ) L S V. Vi N ~ 11-23 :
other Phyficians, When vou talk’d of Cups
|

F al
ind Impreffions, it came into my head to imi-
tate you in quoting Scripture, not to your ad-
antage; I mean what was faid to David by
one of his brothers: ¢ I knew thy pride and
¢ the naughtinefs of thy heart;” I remember
our foul to fee me pay a pen-

ny more than my club at an inn, when you

had

-
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had maintained me three months at bed and
board; for which if I had dealt with you in
the Smithfield way it would have coft me a
hundred pounds, for I live worfe here u pon
more. Did you ever confider that I am for
life almoft twice as rich as you, and pay no
rent, and drink French wine twice as cheap as
you do Port, and have neither Coach, Chair,
nor mother? Asto the world, I think you
ought to fay to it with St. Paul, If we haue
Jown unto you [piritual things, is it a great thing
if we jhall reap your carnal things? This is more
proper ftill, if you confider the French word
Jpiritual, in which fenfe the world ought to
pay you better than they do. If you made mea
prefent of a thoufand pound, I would not al-
low myfelf to be in your debt; and if I made
you a prefent of two, I would not allow my-
felf to be out of it. But I have not half your
pride: witnefs what Mr. Gay fays in his letter,
that I was cenfured for begging Prefents, tho’ 1
limited them to ten thillings. I fee no reafon,
(at leaft my friendfhip and vanity fee none) why
you fhould not give me a vifit, when you fhall
happen to be difengaged: I will fend a perfon
to Chefter to take care of you, and you fhall
be ufed by the beft folks we have here, as well
as civility and good-nature can contrive; I be-
lieve local motion will be no ill phyfic, and I

will
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will have your coming infcribed on my Tomb,
and recorded in never-dying verfe.

I thank Mrs. Pope for her prayers, but 1
know the myftery. A perfon of my acquaint-
ance, who ufed tocorrefpond with the laft Great
Duke of Tufcany, fhewing one of the Duke’s
letters to a friend, and profeffing great fenfe of
his Highnefs’s friendfhip, read this paflage out
of the letters, I awould give one of my fingers fo
procure your real good.  'The Perfon to whom
this was read, and who knew the Duke well,
faid, the meaning of 7eal good was only that
the other might turn a good Catholic. Pray
afk Mrs. Pope whether this ftory is applicable
to her and me? 1 pray God blefs her, for Iam
fure fhe is a good Chriftian, and (which is al-
moft as rare) a good Woman. |

Adieu.

EESEST E R XXVI.
M:. Gay to Dr. Swirm.

Obt. 22, 1927
HE Queen’s family is at laft fettled, and
in the lift T was appointed Gentleman-
ufher to the 'Princefs Louifa, the youngeft
Princefs; which, upon account that I am fo
far advanced in life, I have declin’d accepting;

H and

-
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and have endeavour’d, in the beft manner I
could, to make my excufes by a letter to her
Majefty. So now all my expectations are va-
aith’d; and I have no profpect, butin L.Lpu]d
ing u.-uc,ll}f upon myfelf, and my own conduct,
As I am us'd toc hlappwlltmf_dtb, I can bear
them; but as I can have no more hopes, I can
no more be difappointed, fo that I am in a
blefied condition.—You remember you were
advifing me to go into Newgate to finith my
{cenes the more correctly—I now think I thall,
for 1 have no attendance to hinder me; but my
Opera is already finifh’d. I leave the reft of
this paper to Mr. Pope,

Gay is a Free-man, and I writ him a long
Congratulatory Letter upon it. Do you the
fame: It will mend him, and make him a bet-
ter man than a Court could do. Horace might
keep his coach in Auguftus’s time, if he pleas’d;
but I won’t in the time of our Auguftus. My
Poem (¥ which it grieves me that I dare not fend

you a copy of, for fear of the Curl’s and Den-

o

nis’s of LLI and, and ftill more for fear of the
worft of Tra ytors, our Friends and Admire )

b}
INg age Wi

fome others, under a mark of {uch ig,nominy

el
my Poem, I { ‘w, will thew what a diftinguith-

SRR e Sk e
ived in? Your name is in i, with
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as you will not much grieve to wear in that
company. Adieu, and God blefs you, and
give you health and {pirits,
Whether thou chufe Cervantes’ ferious air,
Or laugh and [bake in Rab’lais’ eafy chair,
Or in the graver Gown inftruct mankind,
Or, filent, let thy morals tell thy mind.
Thefe two verfes are over and above what I've
faid of you in the Poem. Adicu.

LiE BT F-E-R--XXVIL
Dr. SwirT to Mr. Gavy.

Dublin, Nov. 23, 1727.

IEntirely approve your refufal of that em-
ployment, and your writing to the Queen.

I am perfeétly confident you have a keen ehemy
in the Miniftry. God forgive him, but not
till he puts himfelf in a ftate to be forgiven.
Upon reafoning with myfelf, I fhould hope
they are gone too farto difcard you quite, and
that they will give you fomething; which, al-
though much lefs than they ought, will be (as
far asit is worth) better circumftantiated: And
fince you already juft live, a middling help will
make you juft tolerable. Your latenefs in life
(as you fo foon call it) might be improper to be-
gin the world with, butalmoft the eldeft men
H 2 may
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may hope to fee changes in a Court, A Mi-
nifter is always {eventy: You are thirty years
younger ; and confider, Cromwel himfelf did
not begin to appear till he was older than you.
I beg you will be thrifty, and learn to value a
{hilling, which Dr. Birch faid was a ferious
thing. Get a fironger fence about your 1oco/.
and throw the inner fence into the heap, and
be advifed by your T'wickenham landlord and
me about an annuity. You are the moft re-
fraCtory, honeft, good-natur’d man I ever have
known ; I could argue out this paper — I am
very glad your Opera is finithed, and- hope your
friends will join the readier to make it fucceed,
becaufe you are ill-ufed by others.

I have known Courts thefe thirty-fix years,
and know they differ; but in fome things they
are extremely conftant: Firft, in the trite old
maxim of a Minifter’s never forgiving thofe
he hath injured ; Secondly, in the infincerity
of thofe who would be thought the beft
friends: Thirdly, in the love of fawning,
eringing, and tale-bearing: Fourthly, in fa-
erificing thofe whom we really with well, to a
point of intereft, or intrigue : Fifthly, in keep-
ing every thing worth taking, for thofe who
€an do fervice or dif-fervice.

Now why does not Pope publith his dul-
mefs? the rogues he marks will die of them-

{elves
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felves in peace, and fo will his friends, and (o
there will be neither punithment, nor reward.
—Pray enquire how my Lord St. John does?
there’s no man’s health in England I am more
concerned about than his.— I wonder whether
you begin to tafte the pleafure of Indepen-
dency? or whether you do not fometimes leer
upon the Court, oculo retorfo? Will you not
think of an Annuity, when you are two years
older, and have doubled your purchafe-money?
Jave you dedicated your Opera, and got the
ufual dedication-fee of twenty guineas? How
is the Do&or? does he not chide that you ne-
ver called upon him for hints? Is my Lord Bo-
lingbroke at the moment I am writing, a
planter, 2 philofopher, or a writer? Is Mr.
Pultney in expectation of a fon, or my Lord
Oxford of a new old Manufcript?

I bought your Opera to-day for fixpence, 2
curfed print. I find there 1s neither dedication
nor preface, both which wants I approve; it is
in the grand gout.

We are as full of it pro modulo noftro as Lon-
don can be; continually a&ting, and houfes
cramm’d, and the Lord Lieutenant feveral times
there laughing his heart out. I did not
underftand that the fcene of Locket and
Peachum’s quarrel was an imitation of one
between Brutus and Caflius, till I was told it.

5 I wifh
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I with Mackheath, when he was going to be
hang’d, had imitated Alexander the great when
he was dying: I would have had his fellow-
mgu::s defire his commands about a Succefior,
and he to anfwer, Let it be the moft worthy,
&c. We hear a million of ftories about the
Opera, of the applaufe at the fong, Thar was
level'd at me, when two areat Minifters were
in a box together, and all the world {taring at
them. I am heartily glad your Opera hath
mended your purfe, though perhaps it may
{poil your court,

Will you defire my Lord Bolingbroke, Mr,
Pultney, and Mr. Pope, to command you to
buy an annuity with two thoufand pounds ?
that you may laugh at courts, and bid Mini-
£ o) o R

Ever preferve fome fpice of the Alderman,
and prepare againft Age and Dulnefs, and Sick-
nefs, and Coldnefs or Death of Friends. A
Whore has a refource left, that fhe can turn
bawd; but an old decay’d Poet is a creature
abandon’d, and at mercy, when he can find
none. Get me likewife Polly’s Meflo-tinto,
Lord, how the fchool-boys at Weftminfter,
and U.{liverﬂt}r—lads adore you at this juncéture!
Have you made as many men laugh, as Mini-
fters can make weep ?

I will
4
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I will excufe Sir = the trouble of a let-
ter: When Ambaffadors came from Troy to
condole with Tiberius upon the d ath of his
Nephew, after two years; the Emperor an-
fwered, that he likewife condoled with them
for the untimely death of Hector. I always
loved and refpected him very much, and do
fill as much as ever; and it is a return {fuffi-
cient, if he pleafes to accept the offers of my
moft humble fervice. |

The Beggar’s Opera hath knock'd down
Gulliver ; I hope to fee Pope’s Dulnefs knock
down the Beggar’s Opera, but not till it hath
fully done its jobb,

To expofe vice, and make people laugh
with innocence, does more puablic {ervice
¢han all the Minifters of ftate from Adam to
Walpole, and fo adieu.

L ETTFE R XXV

Lord BoringBrOKE to Dr. SwirT.

OPE charges himfelf with this letter; he
has been here two days, he is now hur-
rying to London, he will burry back to Twick-
enham in two days more, and before the end
of the week he will be, for ought I know, at
H 4 Bublin.
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Dublin. Inthe mean time his* Dulnefs grows
and flourifhes as if he was there already. It
will indeed be a noble work: the many wiil
{tare at it, the few will fmile, and all his Pa-
trons from Bickerftaff to Gulliver will rejoice,
to fece themielves adorn’d in that immortal
piece.

I hear that you have had {ome return of
your illnefs which carried you fo {uddenly
from us (if indeed it was your own illnefs
which made you in fuch hafte to be at Dublin.)
Dear Swiit take care of your health, T’ give
you a receipt for-it, @ la Montagne, or which is
better, @ la Bruyere. Nouriffer bien witre corps ;
ne le fatiguer jamais: laiffer rouiller J Lefprit,
meuble ;,u,_.;;' Vpire oz«fd dangereux: Laiffer
SJonner wvos cloches le matin j‘ww‘ evetller les cha-
s1010¢e5, Ct fﬁyr ﬁzr’w dormir le Doyen d'un fom-
metl doux et projond, qui luy procure de beaux
Jonges : Lever wous tard, et aller a4 Eg giife, pour
V0US fazw payer &' avoir bien dormi et é;mz de
Jeuné. As to myfelf (a pcrf'm about whom I
concern mylelt very little) I muft fay a word
or two out of r:c}mphl[am,e to you. 1am in
my farm, and here I fhoot flrong and tena-
cious roots: I have caught hold of the earth
(to ‘ufe a Gardener’s }m:.*..f’-:) and neither my
enemies nor my friends will find it an cafy

* The Dunciad,
matter

TSN,
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matter to tranfplant me again. Adieu, let me
hear from you, at leaft of you: 1 love you for
a thoufand things, for none more han for the

juft efteem and love which you have for all

the fons of Adam.

P.S. According to Lord Bolingbroke’s ac-
count I fhall be at Dublin in three days, 1
cannot help adding a word, to defire you to
expe& my foul there with you by that time;
but as for the jade of a body that 1s tack’d to
it, I fear there will be no dragging it after. 1
affure you I have few friends here to detain
me, and no powerful one at Court abfolutely
to forbid my journey. I am told the Gyno-
cracy are of opinion, that they want no better
writers than Cibber and the Britith journalift;
{o that we may live at quict, and apply ourfelves
to our more abftrufe ftudies. The only Cour-
tiers I know, or have the honour to call my
friends, are John Gay and Mr. Bowry; the
former is at prefent fo employed in the ele-
yated airs of his Opera, and the latter in the
exaltation of his high dignity (that of her Ma-
jefty’s Waterman) that I can fcarce obtain a
categorical anfwer from either to any thing 1
fay to ’em. But the Opera {ucceeds extreme-
ly, to yours and my extremec fatisfaction, of
which he promifes this poft to give you a full

account,

i
il
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account. I have been in a worfe condition of
health than ever, and think my immortality is
very near out of my enjoyment : fo it muft be
in you, and in pofterity, to make me what
amends you can for dying young. Adieu.
While I am, I am yours, Pray love me, and

take care of yourfelf,

LR AR R XXX,
March 23, 1727-8.

Send you a very odd thing, a paper printed

in Bofton in New-England, wherein you’ll
find a real perfon, a member of their Parlia-
ment, of the name of Jonathan Gulliver. If
the fame of that Traveller has travel’d thither,
it has travel’d very quick, to have folks chrift-
en'd already by the name of the fuppofed Au-
thor. But if you object, that no child fo late-
ly chriften’d could be arrived at years of matu-
rity to be elected into Parliament, I reply (to
folve the Riddle) that the perfon is an Anabap-
¢1f7, and not chriften’d till full age, which fets
all right. However it be, the accident is very
fingular, that thefe two names fhould be u-

nited.
Mr,
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Mr. Gay’s Operahas been acted near forty days
running, and will certainly continue the whole
{eafon. So he has more than a fence about his
thoufand pound* : he’ll foon be thinking of a
fence about his two thoufand.. Shall no one of
us live as we ‘would with each other to live ?
Shall he have no annuity, you no fettlement
on this fide, and I no profj n.PCt of getting to you
on the other ? This world is made for Cefar
— as Cato faid, -for ambitious, falfe, or flatter-
ing people to domineer in: Nay they would
not, by their good will, leave us our very books,
thoughts, or words, in quiet. T defpife the
world yet, I affure you, more than either Gay
or you, and the Court more than all the reft of
the world. As for thofe Scriblers for whom
you apprehend I would fupprefs my Dulnefs
(which by the way, for the future, you are to
call by a more pompous name, The Duncerad)
how much that neft of Hornets are my regard,

a Before Mr. Gay had | the principal ; and Mr, Pope
fenced this thoufand pounds, | was for purchafing an an-
he had a confultation with | nuity for life. In this un-
his friends about the difpofal | ‘certainty he could only fay
of it. Mor. L. advifed him | with the old man in Te-
to intruft it to the funds, and | rence, feciffis probe :
live upon the intereft : Dr. | fucertior fum mults, quam
Arbuthnot, to intruft it to dudum,

Proyidence, and live upon

will
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will cafily appear to you when you read the
"Freatife of the Bathos.

At all adventures, yours and my name fhall
ftand linked as friends to pofterity, both in verfe
and profe, and (as Tully calls it) in confuety-
dine Studiorum. Would to God our perfons
could but as well, and as furely, be infepara-
ble ! I find my other Tyes dropping from me:
fome worn off, fome torn off, others relaxing
daily : My greateft, both by duty, gratitude,
and humanity, Time is {haking every moment,
and it now hangs but by athread ! T am many
years the older, for living fo much with one
o old ; much the more helplefs, for having
been fo long help’d and tended by her ; much
the more confiderate and tender, for a daily
commerce with one who requir'd me juftly to
be both to her; and confequently the more
melancholy and thoughtful ; and the lefs fit for
others, who want only in a companion or a
friend, to be amufed or entertained. My con-
ftitution too has had its {hare of decay, as well
as my {pirits, and I am as much in the decline
at forty as you at fixty. I believe we fhould be
fit to live together, cou’d 1 get a little more
health, which might make me not quite infup-
portable: Your Deafnefs wou'd agree with my
Dulnefs ; you would not want me to {; peak when

you
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you could not hear. But God forbid you fhou’d
be as deftitute of the focial comforts of life, as
I muft when I lofe my mother; or that ever
you fhou'd lofe your more ufeful acquaintance
{o utterly, as to turn your thoughts to fuch a
broken reed as I am, who could fo ill fupply
your wants. I am extremely troubled at the
returns of your deafnefs ; you cannot be too
particular in the accounts of your health to me;
every thing you do or fay in this kind obliges
me, nay, delights me, to fee the juftice you do
me in thinking me concern’d in all your con-
cerns ; fo that though the pleafanteft thing you
can tell me be that you are better or eafier;
next to that it pleafes me, that you make me the
perfon you would complain to.

As the obtaining the love of valuable men is
the happieft end I know of this life, fo the
next felicity is to get rid of fools and fcoun-
drels ; which I can’t but own to you was one
part of my defign in falling upon thefe Au-
thors, whofe incapacity is not greater than their
infincerity, and of whom I have always found
(if I may quote myfelf)

That each bad Author is as bad a Friend.
This Poem will rid me of thofe infeéts,

Cedite, Romani Scriptores, cedite, Graii;
Nefcio quid majus nafcitur liade.
I mean
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I mean than my lliad ; and T call it Nefezo quid,
which is a degree of modefty ; but however if
it filence thefe fellows ®, it muft be fomething
greater than any Iliad in Chriftendom,

Adieu,

BB ET R - XXX

From Dr. Swrr,

Dublin, May 10, 1728.

Have with great pleafure thewn the New-

England News-paper with the two hames
Jonathan Gulliver, and I remember M. For-
telcue fent you an account from the affizes, of
one Lemuel Gulliver who had a’ Caufe there,
and loft it on his ill reputation of being a liar.
Thefe are not the only obfervations I have
made upon odd ftrange accidents in trifles,
which in things of great importance would
have been matter for Hiftorians, Mr., Gay’s
Opera hath been a&ed here twenty times, and
my Lord Lieutenant tells me, it is very well per-
form’d ; he hath feen it often, and approves :
it much, i

You give a moft melancholy account of
yourfelf, and which I do not approve. I reckon

] T it e R (el ? 2 ppeill s e, | AT
= It llluJ mn 4 ];;ln.. u..-llu,, eltectu

1ally filence them.

that
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that a man fubjec like us to bodily infir-
mities, {hould only occafionally converfe with
great people, notwithftanding all their good
qualities, eafineffes, and kindneffes. 'There 1s
another race which I prefer before them, as
Beef and Mutton for conftant diet before Par-
tridges : I mean a middle kind both for under-
ftanding and fortune, who are perfetly eafy,
never impertinent; complying in every thing,
ready to do a hundred little offices that you and
1 may often want, who dine and fit with me
five times for once that I go to them, and
whom I can tell without offence, that I am
otherwife engaged at prefent. ‘This you can-
not expe& from any of thofe that either you or
I or both are acquainted with on your fide;
who are only fit for our healthy feafons, and
have much bufinefs of their own. God forbid
I thould condemnyou to Ireland (Quanguam O!)
and for England I defpair; and indeed a change
of affairs would come too late at my feafon of
life, and might probably produce nothing on
my behalf. You have kept Mrs. Pope longer,
and have had her care beyond what from na-
ture you could expe; not but her lofs will be
very fenfible, whenever it (hall happen. 1 fay
one thing, that both fummers and winters are
milder here than with you ; all things for life
in general better for a middling fortune: you

will
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will have an abfolute command of your com-
pany, with whatever obfequioufnefs or freedom
you may expect or allow. I have an elderly
houfe-keeper, who hath been my #-/p-le above
thirty years, whenever I liv'd in this kingdom.
I have the command of one or two villa’s near
this town : You have a warm apartment in this
houfe, and two gardens for amufement. I have
faid enough, yet not half. Except abfence
from friends, I confefs freely that I have no
difcontent at living here ; befides what arifes
from a filly fpirit of Liberty, which as it nei-
ther fours my drink, nor hurts my meat, nor
Ipoils my ftomach farther than in imagination,
{o I refolve to throw it off,

You talk of this Dunciad, but I am impa-
tient to have it wolare per ora—there is now a
vacancy for fame; the Beggar’s Opera hath
done its talk, difcedat uti conviva fatur.

Adieu.

LB R CRE-R XXX,
From Dr.SwirT.

June 1, 1728.

Look upon my Lord Bolingbroke and us
two, as a peculiar Triumvirate, who have
1 nothing
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nothing to expe, or to fear ; and fo far fitteft
to converfe with one another : Only he and 1
are a little fubje@ to fchemes, and one of us
(I won’t fay which) upon very weak appear-
ances, and this you have nothing to do with. I
do profefs without affectation, that your kind
opinion of me as a Patriot (fince you call it fo)
is what I do not deferve ; becaufe what I do is
owing to perfeé rage and refentment, and the
mortifying fight of {lavery, folly, and bafenefs
about me, among which I'm forc’d to live.
And I will take my oath that you have more
Virtue in an hour, than I in feven years; for
you defpife the follies, and hate the vices of
mankind, without the leaft ill effe¢t on your
temper; and with regard to particular men,
you are inclined always rather to think the bet-
ter, whereas with me it is always directly con-
trary, I hope however, this is not in you from
a fuperior principle of virtue, but from your
fituation, which hath made all parties and in-
terefts indifferent to you, who can be under no
concern about high and low-church, Whig and
Tory, or who is firft Minifter—Your long let-
ter was the laft I receiv’d till this by Dr. Delany,
although you mention another fince. The Dr.
told me your fecret about the Dunciad, which
does not pleafe me, becaufe it defers gratifying
my vanity in the moft tender point, and per-

I haps
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{o neceflary for the ufe and improvement of the
mind, and which Philofophy allows to be the
greateft felicities of life ? I believe, had health
been given foliberally to you, it wot uld have been
better hutbanded W1t110u-. fhame to your parts

Frlha i = ) b Ygh, ¥l g
L L 1 T o =% ., P UL W I

h [ Q
|
]

O
une 28, 1728,
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.-”
Now hold the pen for my Lord Bo ]inf“:;romc:‘,
who 1s rc;‘ading vour letter between two I }'

cocks ; but his attention 15 fomewhat dik_-‘crtcd

fo 0 T * 1 . .
by caftinz his eyes on the clouds, not in admi~

ration of what you fay, but for fear of a thower,
He is pleas’d . with your placing him in the
Triumvirate between yourfelf and me ; tho” he
fays that he doubts he fhall fare like Lepidus,
) |
while one of us runs away with all the power
like Au*‘_,'”:-“s, and another with all the plea-

fures like Antl
this, that he

will agree, tha

1S not iuunm,d upon u.f:-n.k appearances. Upor
his return from the Bath, all peccant humours
he finds, are purg’d out of him ; and his grea

purg'c g cat
o - 2 V) T it s LA Gl P
TL;J L;.\ﬂ Cand veconomy aie 10 il‘_‘JT::.IJ thdt
o e
o e L ; S I 4] .
the firft is fit for my conﬁﬁ.utlen, and the [at-
-
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ter would enable you to lay up fo much mo-
ney as to buy a Bithoprick in England. Asto
the return of his health and vigour, were you
here, you might enquire of his Hay-makers ;
but as to his temperance, I can anfwer that
(for one whole day) we have had nothing for
dinner but mutton-broth, beans and bacon,
and a Barn-door fowl.

Now his Lordfhip is run after his Cart, 1
have a moment left to myfelf to tell you, that
I over-heard him yefterday agree with a Pain-
ter for 200/ to paint his country-hall with
Trophies of Rakes, {pades, prongs, &c. and
other ornaments merely to countenance his cal-
ling this place a Farm—now turn over a new
leaf —

He bids me affure you, he fhould be forry
not to have more fchemes of kindnefs for his
friends, than of ambition for himfelf: There,
tho’ his fchemes may be weak, the motives at
leaft are ftrong ; and he fays further, if you
could. bear as great a fall, and decreafe of your
revenues, as he knows by experience he can,
you wou’d not live in Ireland an hour.

The Dunciad is going to be printed in all
pomp, with the infcription, which makes me
proudeft. It wiil be attended with Proeme,
Prolegemena, Teflimonia Scriptorum, Index Au-
thorum, and Notes Variorum, As to the latter,

I defire
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I defire you to read over the Text, and make
a few in any way you like beft®, whether dry
raillery, upon the ftyle and way of comment-
ing of trivial Critics; or humourous, upon the
authors in the poem; or hiftorical, of perfons,
places, times; or explanatory; or collecting
the parallel paffages of the Ancients. Adieu.
I am pretty well, my Mother not ill, Dr. Ar-
buthnot vex’d with his fever by intervals; I
am afraid he declines, and we fhall lofe a wor-
thy man: I am troubled abopt him very
much.
I am, &c.

LE T T E-RXNEIEE
From Dr. SwirT.

July 16, 1728,
Have often run over the Dunciad in an Irith
edition (I fuppofe full of faults) which a
gentleman fent me. The notes I could wifh
to be very large, in what relates to the perfons
concern’d ; for I have long obferv’d that twen-
ty miles from London no-body underftands
hints, initial letters, or town-fa&s and paf-
fages; and in a few years not even thofe who

2 Dr. Swift did fo.
I3 live
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live in Lendon. I would have the names of
Sbeferiblers Siinted i S e sy, L0 e
BOICACIIDICTS Princa 1n L.;_\ln..'_hi’l.’ at the bDegin-

o w

ning ‘or end of the Poem, with an account of
thr:u works, for t
have all the Parodies (as they are call’d) re-
ferred to the author they imitate—When I be-
gan this long paper, ‘I thought I {hould
fil’d it with fc.;m:rr down the feveral pafiages
I had mark’d in the edition T had ; but I find
it unnecefiary, fi:r many of them falling under

1 . .
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whole, I never in my opinion faw fo much

good fatire, or more good fenfe, in {o many

3
ines, How it pafies in Dublin I know not yet;
but I am fure it will be a great difadvantage
to the poem, that the perfons and facts will rn:)t

be underflood, till an explanation comes out,

a very full one. it 15 not to be pub-
g -crs 1] x ] e = < gty [ o e .

ithed till towards winter, when 1oiks begin to
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1«3“'” I town: gain i 1Nt veu mult Nave
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}om Afteritks fill’d up with fome real names

I am now reading your preceding letter, of
fane 28, and find thatall I have advis’d above
i d there. I would be glad to know

e quarto ¢ 15 to come out ano-
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FROM Dr. SWIFT,

thinking whether the Editor thould no

the old ftyle of, This excellent ar :11

and refine in many places when you meant no
refinement ; and into the bargain take all the
load of naming the dunces, tllE’lI’ qualities, hif-

tories, and pcrformances ;

As to your felf, I doubt you want a {purrer-
on to exercife and to amufements ; but to tall
of decay at your feafon of life is a jeft. But you
are not fo regular as I. You are the moft tem-
perate man God-ward, and the moft intem-
perate your {elf-ward, of moft I have known. I
{fuppofe Mr. Gaj vrlll return from the Bath with
twenty polmds more fleth, and two hundred lefs
in money : Providence never defign’d him to be
above two and twenty, by his thoughthﬁne&
and Cullibility, He hath as Little t"ore'!’_'g;ht of
age, ficknefs, poverty, or lofs of admirers, as

a girl at fifteen. By the way, I muft "b ferve,
T

1 " - - : B IS e, oo - | Bt e el

that my Lord Bolingbroke (from the effects of
P e o\ ap g ok A a1

his kindnefs to nu} argues moft { J;_J hiftically ;

The fall from a million to an hundred-thou-

fand pounds is not {o great, as from eight hun-
LR
1C

dred pounds a year to one: Befides, he isa
controller of Fortune, and Poverty dares not
look a great Minifter in the face, under his low-
eft d""lLl‘*ilOI’l I never knew him live fo great
and -.:\‘n;—;‘i'ﬂ'vdv as he bath done fince his re-
turn ho'“ txile ; fuch mortals have refources

[ 4 that
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that others are not able to comprehend. But
God blefs You, whofe great genius has not fo
tranfported you as to leave you to the courtefy
of mankind ; for wealth is liberty, and liberty
15 a bleffing fitteft for a Philofopher—and Gay
1s a Slave juft by two thoufand pounds too lit-
tle—And Horace was of my mind, and let my
Lord contradi& him, if he dares.—

LEST T E R XXXIV.

Bath, Nov. 12, 1728,

‘Have paft fix weeks in queft of health, and

found it not ; but I found the folly of fol-
licitude about it in a hundred inftances; the
cbﬁtraricty of opinions and practices, the inabi-
lity of ‘phyficians, the blind obedience of fome
patients, and as blind rebellion of others. I be-
lieve at a certain time of life, men are either
fools, orphyficians for them{elves, and zealots,
or divines for themfelves.

It was'much in my hopes that you intended
us a winter’s vifit, but laft week I repented that
wifh, having been alarm’d with a report of your
lying ill on'theroad from Ireland; from which
I am juft reliev’d by an affurance that you are
fll at Sir A—'s planting and building ; two
things that I envy you for, befides a third,

1 which

T ——

T —— ——————
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which is the fociety of a valuable Lady. 1
conclude (tho’ I know nothing of it) -that you
quarrel with her, and abufe her every day, if
the is fo. I wonder I hear of no Lampoons
upon her, either made by yourfelf, or by others,
becaufe you efteem her. I think it a vaft plea-
fure that whenever two people of merit regard
one another, fo many {croundrels envy and are
angry at them ; ’tis bearing teftimony to a me-
rit they cannot reach ; and if you knew the
infinite content I have receiv’d of late, at the
finding yours and my name conftantly united in
any filly fcandal, I think you would go near to
fing Io Triumphe! and celebrate my happinefs
in verfe; and, I believe, if you won’t, I fhall.
The infcription to the Dunciad is now printed
and inferted in the Poem. Do you care I thould
{ay any thing farther how much that poem is
yours ? fince certainly without you it had never
been. Would to God we were together for
the reft of our lives! The whole weight of
Scriblers would juft ferve to find us amufement,
and not more. I hope you are too well em-
ployed to mind them : every ftick you plant,
and every ftone you lay, is to fome purpofe ;
but the bufinefs of fuch lives as theirs is but to
die daily, to labour, and raife nothing. I only
with we could comfort each other under our
bodily infirmities, and let thofe who have fo

great
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great a mind to have more Wit tha
it and wear it. Give us but eafe, he: h, peace,
and fair weather | I think it is the bef wifh in
the world, and you know whofe it was, If I
liv’d in IIL]&I :

n we, win
It]

, L fear the wet climate wou’d
indanger more t.uu-l my life; my hu LMot 1;', and
Lulm Iam fo Aunofphu ical a creature,

1 mL.P not omit acqa. inting you, I
you heard of the words i'p{:',;g of you in th
memm*oo*w was not true. The {ayi Ings of
Princes are generally as ill related as the £ LyINgs

\.

.,
Lic
1.
i1

of  Wits. - To leul' eports little of our Iggaid
fhould be given, and lefs of our condu& in-

fluenc’d ‘w them.

1 BEP BER XKV

p i o _ a
Dublin, Feb. 13, 1728,

'E Liv’d ver Iy c:x:_r.} 1N the countr y: SirA.isa

holar, has a good
man of fenfe, and a fcholar, has a gooc
= L=
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twenty little amufing unplm ements, and writ-
ing family verfes of mirth by way of libels on
my Lady, my time paft very we ell and in very
great order; Il“hlllttlj,i’ better than here, where
I fee no creature but my fervants and my old
Prefbyterian houfe-kcep\.r, denying myfelf to
every body, till I {hall recover my ecars.

The account of another Lord Lieutenant
was only in a common news-paper, when 1
was in the country ; and if it fhould have hap-
pen’d to be true, I would have defired to have
had accefs to him as the fituation I am in re-
quires. But this renews the grief for the death
of our friend Mr. Congreve, whom I loved
from mysyouth, and who furely, befides his
other talents, was a very agreeable companion.
He had the misfortune to {quander away a ve-
ry good conflitution in his youngerdays; and 1
think 2 man of fenfe an d merit like I"‘llﬂ 1S
bound. in confcience to preferve his - health for
the falke of his friends, as weil as of himfelf,
Upon his own aceount 1 could not much defire
the continuance of his life, under {fo much
pain, and fo many infirmities. - Years have not
yet bardened me; and I have an addition of
u-u:{,at on my inmts fince we loft him ; tho’ I
faw him fo {eldom, and poffibly, if he had liv’d
on, fhould never h;—‘;x-‘e {een him more. I do
not only with as you afle me, that I was unac-

quainted

i
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quainted with any deferving perfon, but almoft
that I never had a friend. Here is an ingéni-
ous good-humour’d Phyfician, a fine gentle-
man, an excellent {cholar, eafy in his fortunes,
kind to every body, hath abundance of friends,
entertains them often and liberally, they pafs
the evening with him at cards, with plenty of
good meat and wine, eight or a dozen together ;
he loves them all, and they him. He has twen-
ty of thefe at command; if one of them dies,
it is no more than poor Tom! he gets another,
or takes up with the reft, and is no more mov’d
than at the lofs of his cat; he offends no-body,
is eafly with every body — Is not this the true
happy man? I was defcribing him te my La-
dy A—, who knows him too, but fhe hates
him mortally by my charaéter, and will not
drink his health: I would give half my fortune
for the fame temper, and yet I cannot fay I love
it, for I do not love my Lord — who is much
of the Doctor’s nature. I hear Mr, Gay’s fe-
cond Opera, which you mention, is forbid;
and then he will be once more fit to be advif-
ed, and rejet your advice. Adieu,

LETTER
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LET TE R XXXV

Dr. SwirT to Lord BoLINGBROKE.

Dublin, March 21, 1729.

OU tell me you have not quitted the de-
fign of collecting, writing, &c. Thhis is

the anfwer of every finner who defers his re-
pentance. I with Mr. Pope were as great an
urger as I, who long for nothing more than to
{ee truth under your hands, laying all detraction
in the duft — I find myfelf difpofed every
year, or rather every month, to be more angry
and revengeful; and my rage is fo ignoble,
that it defcends even to refent the folly and
bafenefs of the enflav’d people among whom I
live. I knew an old Lord in Leicefterfhire,
who amufed himfelf with mending pitchforks
and {pades for his Tenants gratss. Yet I have
higher ideas left, if I were nearer to objects on
which I might employ them; and contemning
my private fortune, would gladly crofs the
channel and ftand by, while my betters were
driving the Boars out of the garden, if there be
any probable expetation of fuch an endeavour.
When I was of your age I often thought of
death, but now after a dozen years more, it is
never out of my mind, and terrifies me lefs. I
conclude
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onclude that Providence hath order’d

0
to decreafe with our fpirits; and yet I love /2
bagateile better than ever: for finding it trou-

bm(un:e to read at night, and the company

te

s r

here growing t taftelefs, I am always writing

bad profe, or worfe verfes, either of rage or
raill whereof fome few efcape to give of-
fence or mir:h, and thc, reft are b'u‘nt.

thy print fome Irifh trath in London, and

charge it on me, which you will cl;:u‘ me of

I
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fioners. It fhould feem to me, that Corrup-
tion, like avarice, hath no bounds. I had op=
por tunities to know the pmceed'n of your
miniftry better than any other man of my
rank ; and having not much to do, I have of-
ten compar’d it with thefe laft fixteen years of
a profound peace all over Europe, and we run-
ning f{even miliions in debt. 1 am forc’d to

&

1

play at {mall game, to fet the beafls here a
madding, meerly for want of better game
Tentanda via cff. qua me quogue poffim, Se. ——
The D— take thofe politics, where a Dunce
might govern for a dozen }*Lﬁlb tc@:-. ekl

will come in perfon to England, if I am pro-
vok’d, and fend for the Diéator from the
plough. I difdain to fay, O muziz _;:L-:"fw 1105~
bat cruda deo viridifque ‘n.(”n.l Pray; my
Lord, how are the Gardens?. have you taker
down the mount, and remov’d the yew
ﬂLd”t Have you not bad *"*a“'w: for the
fprlim—c yrn? Has Mr 1’0]‘{: gone farther inhis
Ethic Poems? and is the head- ;‘Lni Vi "-.-'l:h

wheat? and what .fayvs Polybius? zmd how
daes my Lord St. John? which laft queftion
is very material to me, becaufe I love Jurgun-

‘-..

dy, and riding between Twickenham and
i 4 T A 3 o g B e :
Bawley.~1 built a wall five years-aco; and

whm the mafons play’d t}'tc kn
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fervants threw down what was amifs: I have
likewife feen a Monkey overthrow all the difhes
and plates in a kitchen, merely for the pleafure
of feeing them tumble and hearing the clatter
they made in their fall. I wifth you would in-
vite me to fuch another entertainment; but
you think, as I ought to think, that it is time
for me to have done with the world, and fo I
would if T could get into a better before I was
called into the beft, and not die here in a rage,
like a poifon’d rat in a hole. I wonder you
are not afhamed to let me pine away in this
kingdom while you are out of power.,

I come from looking over the Melange
above-written, and declare it to be a true co-
py of my prefent difpofition, which muft needs
pleafe you, fince nothing was ever more dif-
pleafing to myfelf. Idefire you to prefent my
moft humble refpects to my Lady.

EET T ER -XXXVII
Dr. SwirT to Lord BoLINGBROKE.

Dublin, April 5, 1729.
Do not think it could be poflible for me to
hear better news than that of your getting

over your {curvy fuit, which always hung as a
dead
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dead weight on my heart; I hated it in all its
circumftances, ‘as it affected your fortune and
quiet, and in a fituation of life that muft make
it every way vexatious. And as I am infinitely
obliged to you for the juftice you do me in
{uppofing your affairs do at leaft concern me as
much as my own; {o I would never have par-
doned your omitting it. ~ But before I go on,
I cannot forbear mentioning what I read laft
fummer in a news-paper, that you were writ-
ing the hiftory of your own times. I fuppofe
fuch a report might arife from what was not
{ecret among your friends, of your intention
to write another kind of hiftory; which you
often promis’d Mr. Pope and me'to do: I
know he defires it very much, and I am fure
I defire nothing more, for the honour and love:
I 'bear you, and the perfe@ knowledge T have
of your public virtue. My Lord, I have no
other notion of Oeconomy than that it is the
parent of Liberty and Eafe, and I am not the
only friend you have who hath chid you in his
heart for the neglect of it, tho’ not with his
mouth, as I have done. For there is 4 filly
error in the world, even among friends other-
wife very good, not to intermeddle with mens
affairs in fuch nice matters,  And, my Lord, I
have made a maxim, that thould be writ in
letters of diamonds, That a wife man ought to

K have
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have Mony in his head, but not in his heart.
Pray, my Lord, enquire whether your Proto-
type, my Lord Digby, .after the Reftoration
when he was at Briftol, did not take fome care
of his fortune, notwithftanding that quotation
I once fent you out of his {peech to the H. of
Commons? In my confeience, I believe For-
tune, like other drabbs, values a man gradually
lefs for every year he lives. I have demonitra-
tion for it; becaufe if T play at piquet for fix-
pence with a man or a woman two years
younger than myfelf, I alwayslofe; and there
is a young girl of twenty, who never fails of
winning my mony at Back-gammon, tho’ fhe
is a bungler, and the game be Ecclefiaftic. As
to the public, I confefs nothing could eure my
itch of medling with it but thefe frequent re-
turns of deafnefs, which have hindred me
from paffing laft winter in London; yet I can-
not but confider the perfidioufnefs of fome
E}eople, who I thought when I was laft there,
upon a change that happened, were the moft
impudent in forgetting their profeffions that I
bave ever known. Pray, will you pleafe to
take your pen, and blot me out that political
maxim from whatever book it is in, that Res
nolunt diu male admintftrari; the commonnefs
makes me not know who is the author, -but
fure he muft be fome Modern.

1 Iam
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¥ am forry for Lady Bolingbroke’s ill health ;
but I proteft I never knew a very dcierwng
perfon of that fex, who had not too much rea-
fon to complain of ill health. I never wake
without finding life 2 more infignificant thing
than' it was the day before : which is one oreat
advantage I get by living in this country, where
there is nothing T fhall be forry to lofe. But
my greateft mifery is recolle@ing the fcene of
twenty years paft, and then all on a fudden
dropping into the prefent. I remember, when
I was a little boy, I felt a great fifh at he end
of my line, which T du,w up almoft on the
ground, but it dropt in, and the difappoint-
mient vexes me to this very day, and, T believe,
it'was the type of all my future difappoint-
ments. I fhould be atham’d to fay this to
you, if you had not a {pirit fitter to bear your
own misfortunes;, than T have to’ think of
them. Js there patience left to refle@t, by
what qu-'tfi':it:s wealth and greatnefs are oo,
and by what qualities they are loft? I have
read my friend Congreve’s verfes to Lord Cob-

ham, which end W1th a vile and falfe moral,
and I -remember is not in Horace to Tlhullus,
which he imitates, < tlmt all titmes are equally
““ virtuows' and vicious,” wherein he differs
from all Poets, Fndnfop ners, and Chriftians

that ever writ. Tt is more probable that there
' K2 may




132 LEFTERS TO ANPD

may be an equal quantity of virtues always in
the world, but fometimes there may be a peck
of it in Afia, and hardly a thimble-full in Eu-
rope. But if there be no virtue, there is abund-
ance of fincerity ; for I will venture all I am
worth, that there is not one humane creature in
power, who will not be modeft enough to con-
fefs that he proceeds wholly upon a principle
of Corruption. I fay this, becaufe I have a
{cheme in fpite of your notions, to govern
England upon the principles of Virtue, and
when the nation is ripe for it, I defire you
will fend for me. I have learn’d this by liv-
ing like a Hermit, by which I am got back-
wards about nineteen hundred years in the Ara
of the world, and begin to wonder at the
wickednefs of men. I dine alone upon half
a dith of meat, mix water with m y wine, walk
ten miles a day, and read Baronius. = Eic ex-
plicit Epifiola ad Dom. Bolingbroke, ef incipit

ad amicum Pope.

Having finithed my Letter to Ariftippus, I
now begin to you. I was in great pain about
Mrs. Pope, having heard from others that {he
was in a very dangerous way, which made me
think it unfeafonable to trouble you. I am
athamed to tell you, that when I was very
young I had more defire to be famous than

ever
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ever fince; and fame, like all things ele in
this life, grows with me every day more a tri-
fle. But you who are fo much younger, al-
though you want that health you deferve, yet
your {pirits are as vigorous as if your body
were founder. 1 hate a crowd, where I have
not an eafy place to fee and be feen. A great
Library always makes me melancholy, where
the beft Author is as much fqueezed, and as
obicure, as a Porter at a Coronation. In my
own little library, I value the compilements of
Graevius and Gronovius, which make thirty--
one volumes in folio (and were given me by
my Lord Bolingbroke) more than all my books
befides ; becaufe whoever comes into my clo-
fet, cafts his eyes immediately upon them, and
will not vouchfafe to look upon Plato or Xe-
nophon. I tell you it is almoft incredible how
Opinions change by the decline or decay of
fpirits, and T will further tell you, that all my
endeavours, from a boy to diftinguith myfelf,
were only for want of a great Title and For-
tune, that I might be ufed like a Lord by thofe
who have an opinion of my parts; whether
right or wrong, it is no great matter; and fo
the reputation of wit or great learning does the
office of a blue ribband, or of a coach and fix
horfes. To be remembred for ever on the ac-
count of our friendthip, is what would exceed-

K 3 Ingly
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ingly pleafe me ; but yet I never lov’d to make
a vifit, or be feen walking with my betters, be-
caufe they get all the eyes and civilities from
me. I no {ooner writ this than I corrected my-
felf, and remember’d Sir Fulk Grevil’s Epi-
taph, “ Here lies, &c. who was friend to Sir
“ Philip Sidney.”” And- therefore I moft
heartily thank you for your defire that T would
record our friendfhip in verfe, which if T can
fucceed in, I will never defire to write one
more line in poetry while I live. You muft
prefent my humble fervice to Mis. Pope, and
let her know 1 pray for her continuance in the
vorld, for her own reafon, that the may live
to take care of you.

LETTER XXXVIIL

From Dr. SwrirT.

- Aug. 11, 1729.

‘Eum very fenfible that in a former letter ¥

talked very weakly of my own affairs, and
my impe
however 1 find with fome comfort do now
daily decline, very fuitable to my ftate of
health for fome months paft. For my head
s never perfeitly free from giddinefs, and ef-

rfect withes and defires, which

pecially towards night.  Yet my diforder is
Very
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wvery moderate, and I have been without a fit
of deafnefs this half year; foI am like ahorle,
which, though off his mettle, can trot on tole-
rably ; and this comparifon puts me in mind
to add, that I am returned to be arider, where-
in I with you would imitate me. As to this
country, there have. been three térrible years
dearth of corn, and every place ftrowed with
beggars ; but dearths are common 1in better eli-
mates, and our evils here lie much deeper.
Imagine a nation the two thirds of whofe re-
venues are {pent out of it, and who are not
permitted to trade with the other third, and
where the pride of women will not fuffer them
to wear their own manufatures even whete
they excel what come from abroad: This is
the true ftate of Ireland in a very few words.
Thefe evils operate more every day, and the
kingdom is abfolutely undone, as I have been
telling often in print thefe ten years paft.

What I have faid requires forgivenefs, ‘but 1
had a mind for once to let you know the {tate
of our affairs, and my reafon for being more
moved than perhaps becomes a Clergyman,
and a piece of a Philofopher: and perhaps the
increale of years and diforders may hope for
fome allowance to complaints, efpecially when
I may call myfelf a ftranger in a ftrange land,
As to poor Mrs. Pope (if fhe be ftill alive) I

K 4 heartily
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heartily pity you and pity her: her great piety
and virtue will infallibly make her happy in a
better life, and her great age hath made her ful-
ly ripe for heaven and the grave, and her beft
frierds will moft with her eafed of her labours,
when the hath fo many good works to follow
them, The lofs yon will feel by the want of
her care and kindnefs, I know very well; but
_{he has amply done her part, as you have yours.
One reafon why I would have you in Ireland
‘when you fhall be at your own difpofal, is that
you may be mafter of two or three years reve=
Nucs, provije frugis in annos copia, fo as not to
be pinch’d in the lealt when years increafe,
and perhaps your health impairs: And when
this kingdom is utterly at an end, you may
fupport me for the few years 1 fhall happen to
live; and who knows but you may pay me
exorbitant intereft for the fpoonful of wine,
and fcraps of a chicken it will coft me to feed
you? I am confident you have too much rea-
fon to complain of ingratitude; for I never yet
knew any perfon, one tenth part, {o heartily dif-
poled as you are, to do good offices to others,
without the leaft private view.

Was it a Gafconade to pleafe me, that you
faid your fortune was increafed 100/ a year
fince I left you? you fhould have told me
siow. Thofe fubfidia [eneffuti are extremely

defirable,
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defirable, if they could be got with juftice,

and without avarice; of which vice tho’ I can-
not charge myfelf yet, nor feel any approaches
towards it, yet no ufurer more wifhes to be
richer (or rather to be furer of his rents.) But
I am not half fo moderate as you, for I de-
clare I cannot live eafily under double to what
you are fatisfied with,

I hope Mr. Gay will keep his 3000/, and
live on the intereft without decreafing the prin-
cipal one penny; but I do not like your fel-
dom feeing him. I hope he is grown more
difengaged from his intentnefs on his own af-
fairs, which I ever difliked, and is quite the
reverfe to you, unlefs you are a very dextrous
difguifer.. I defire my humble fervice to Lord
Oxford, Lord Bathurft, and particularly to
Mrs. B—, but to no Lady at court. God blefs
you for being a greater Dupe than I: I love
that character too myfelf, but I want your
charity. Adieu.

-

LT E R: XXEIN,

Oct. o, 1720,
:{ T pleafes me that you received my books at
laft : but you have never once told me if
you approve the whole, or difapprove not of
fome
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fome parts, of the Commentary, &c. It was
my principal aim in the entire work to perpe-
tuate the friendfhip between us, and to thew
that the friends or the enemies of one were
the friends or enemies of the other: If in any
particular, any thing be ftated or mention'd in
a- different manner from what you like, pray
tell me freely, that the new Editions now
coming out here, may have it re&ify’d. You’'ll
find -the oftavo rather more corre@ than . the
quarto, with {ome additions to the Notes and
Epigrams caft in, which I with had been en-
creas’d by your acquaintance in Ireland. I re-
joyce in hearing that Drapiers-Hill is to emu-
late Parnaffus ; T fear the country about it is as
much impoverith’d. I truly thare in all that
troubles you, and with you remov’d from a
fcene of diftrefs, which I know works your
compaflionate temper too ftrongly. But if we
are not to {ee you here, I believe I fhall once
in my life fee you there. - You think more for
me, and about me, than any friend I have,
and you think better for me. Perhaps you’ll
not be contented, tho’ I am, that the addi-
tional 100/. a year is only for my life. My
mother is yet living, and I thank God for it:
the will never be troublefome to me, if the be
not {o to herfelf: but a melancholy objet it is,
to obferve the gradual decays both of body and

ming,




[ErTY o 0 T

FROMDR. SWIFT, ete. 139

aind, in a perfon to whom one is tyed by the
links of both. I can’t tell whether her death
itfelf would be fo afflicting.

You are too careful of my worldly affairs;
I am rich enough, and I can afford to give
away a 100/, a year. Don’t be angry: I will
not live to be very old; I have Revelations to
the contrary. I would not crawl upon the
earth without doing a little good when I have
a mind to do it: I will enjoy the pleafure of
what I give, by giving it, alive, and {feeing an-
other enjoy it. When I die, I fhould be a-
fham’d to leave enough to build me a monu-
ment, if there were a wanting friend above
ground.

Mr. Gay aflures me his 3000/, is kept en-
tire and facred; he feems to languith after 2
line from you, and complains tenderly. Lord
Bolingbroke has told me ten times over he was
going to write to you. Has he, or not? The
Or. 1s unalterable, both in friendfhip and Qua-
drille: his wife has been very near death laft
week: his two brothers buried their wives
within thefe fix weeks, Gay is fixty miles off,
and has been {o all this fummer, with the Duke
and Duchefs of Queenfbury. He is the fame
man: So is every one here that you know:
mankind is unamendable. Optimus ille Qui
mnLmLs urgetur — Poor Mrs. # js like the reft,

the
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fhe cries at the thorn in her foot, but will fuf-
fer no-body to pull it out. The Court-lady I
have a good opinion of, yet I have treated her
more negligently than you wou’d do, becaufe
you like to fee the infide of a court, which I
donot. I have feen her but twice. You have
a defperate hand at dathing out a character by
great ftrokes, and at the fame time a delicate
one at fine touches. God forbid you fhou’d
draw mine, if I were confcious of any guilt:
But if I were confcious only of folly, God
fend it! for as no-body can dete a great fault
fo well as you, no-body would fo well hide a
fmall one. But after all, that Lady means to
do good, and does no harm, which is a vaft
deal for a Courtier. I can aflure you that Lord
Peterborow always fpeaks kindly of you, and
certainly has as great a mind to be your friend
as any one. I muft throw away my pen; it
cannot, it will never tell you, what I inward-
ly am to you. Qusd nequeo monflrare, et fen-
Z:0 fantum.

LETTER




FROMDr. SWIFT, etc. 141

e e L
Lord BorinGBrOKE to Dr, SwirT,

Bruffels, Sept. 27, 1720.

IHave brought your French acquaintance

thus far on her way into her own country,
and confiderably better in health than fhe was
when fhe went to Aix. I begin to entertain
hopes that the will recover fuch a degree of
health as may render old age fupportable.
Both of us have clofed the tenth Lufter, and
it is high time to determine how we fhall play
the laft act of the Farce. Might not my life
be entituled much more properly a What-d’ye-
call-1f than a Farce? fome Comedy, a great
deal of Tragedy, and the whole inter{perfed
with fcenes of Harlequin, Scaramouch, and
Dr. Baloardo, the prototype of your Hero, —
I ufed to think fometimes formerly of old age
and of death: enough to prepare my mind;
not enough to anticipate forrow, to dafh the
joys of youth, and to be all my life a dying.
I find the benefit of this pratice now, and
find it more as I proceed on my journey: little
regret when I look backwards, little apprehen-
fion when I look forward. You complain
grievoufly of your fituation in Ireland: I would
complain of mine too in England, but I will

not.

-
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not, nay, I ought not; for I find by long ex-
pertence that I can be unfortunate without be-
ing unhappy. I do not approve your joining
together the figure of living, and the pleafure
of grving, tho’ your old prating friend Mon-
tagne does fomething like it in one of his Rap=
fodies. "Fo tell you my reafons would be to
write an Effay, and I fhall hardly have time
to write a Letter; but if you will come over,
and live with Pope and me, I'll thew you in
an iftant why thofe two things thould not a/s
ler de pair, and that foreed refrenchments on
both may be made, without making us even
unealy. You know that I am too expeniive,
and all mankind knows that I have been cruel-
ly plundered; and yet I feel in my mind the
power of defcending without anxiety twor or
three ftages more. In fhort (Mr. Dean) if
you will come to a certain farm in Middlefex,
you thall find that T can- live frugally without
growling at the world, or being peevifh with
thofe whom fortune has appointed to eat my
bread, inftead of appointing me to eat theirs;
and yet I have naturally as little difpofition to
frugality as any man alive, You fay you.are no
philofopher, and I think you are in the right
to diflike a word which is {o often abufed ; but
I am fure you like to follow reafon, not cuf-
tom, (which is fometimes the reafon and oft-

ner
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aer the caprice of others, of the mob of the |
world.) Now to be fure of doing this, you
muit wear your philofophical {pectacles as con-
ftantly as the Spaniards ufed to wear theirs.
You muft make them part of your drefs, and
fooner part with your broad-brimm’d beaver,
your gown, your {carf, or even that emblema-
tical veftment your furplice. Thro’ this me-
dium you will fee few things to be vexed at, few
perfons to be angry at: and yet there will fre-
quently be things which we ought to wifh al-
tered, and perfons whom we ought to with
hanged.

In your letter to Pope, you agree that a
regard for Fame becomes a man more towards
his Exit, than at hisentrance into life ; and yet
you confefs, that the longer you live, the more
you grow indifferent about it. Your fentiment
15 true and natural ; your reafoning, Tam afraid,
is not {o upon this occafion. Prudence will
make us defire Fame, becaufe it gives us many
real and great advantages in all the affairs of
life.  Fame is the wife man’s means ; his ends
are. his own. good, and the good of fociety.
You Poets and Orators have inverted this or-
der ; you propofe Fame as theend ; and good,
or at lealt great actions, as the means. You
go farther : You teach our felfdove to antici=
pate the applaufe which we fuppofe will be

‘ paid
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paid by pofterity to our names ; and with idle
notions of immortality you turn other heads be-
fides your own: I am afraid this may have
done fome harm in the world.

Fame is an obje&t which men purfue fuccefs-
fully by various and even contrary courles.
Your doétrine leads them to look on this end
as effential, and on the means as indifferent ;
{o that Fabricius and Craffus, Cato and Cefar
Preffed forward to the fame goal. After all
perhaps it may appear, from a confideration of
the depravity of mankind, that you could do
no better, nor keep up virtue in the world
without calling this paffion or this direction of
felf-love, in to your aid : Zacitus has crowded
this excufe for you, according to his manner,
into a maxim, Confemptu famee, contemni vir-
tutes. But now whether we confider Fame as
an ufeful inftrument in all the occurrences of
private and public life, or whether we confi-
der it as the caufe of that pleafure which our
felf-love is fo fond of ; methinks our entrance
into life, or (to fpeak more properly) our youth,
not our old age, is the feafon when we ought
to defire it moft, and therefore when it is
moft becoming to defire it with ardor. If 1t
is ufeful, it is to be defired moft when we
have, or may hope to have, a long {cene of ac-
tion open before us: Towards our exit, this

{cene
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{cene of a&ion is or fhould be clofed ; and then

?
methinks, it 1s unbecoming to grow I'uwmcz f &
thing which we have no longer occafion for.
If it is pleafant, the {ooner we are in pofleffion
of fame the longer we (hall enjoy t hm pleafure.
When it 1s ac qmred early in life it may tlckle
us on till old age; but when it is acquired lat
the fenfation of pleafure will be more faint, ’1'1d
:nlrrvlcd with the regret of our not hwmﬂ' taft=
ed it {fooner.

From my Form, O&. ¢
{ am here; Ihqve {een Pope, and one of m§
firft enquiries was after you. He tells mé 4
thing I am ibr;'y to hear: You are building, it
Zumf on a piece of land you have .uqm*cd for
t] Ireland. Tho’
i

Lhat puxpou) in fome co l.f,t} o1
I have built in a part of the world, which 1 pre=

fer Very little to umt where ¥ou have been J;a_u-ﬂ I

1 v - 5 B DR Aot . 1 T -
1ind confined by our ill fortune and vours, vet
4 o 3

j nr..l :{_\‘.T.,, TErTY -"'"\ +€1-1 I.'=_-=,-l.~. 1-1 :"‘I"" § | }sn-r R =
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My wite defires not to be forgotten by you 4
fhe’s faithfully your fervant, and zealoufly your
admirer. - She will be concerned and difap-
pointed not to find you in this Ifland at her re-

turn, which hope both {he and I had been
made to entertain before I went abroad.

BRI R XEE
D q s ™ 2} - T ~ . 1 'i" T o T T o
JT. OWIFT (O LOrd OLINGBROKE,
Dublin, O¢&. 31, 1729.
Receiv’d your Lordfhip’s travelling letter of

and from
different nations, languages, and religions. Nei-

{feveral dates, at Ib‘v\.lul ftages,
ther could any thing be more obliging than your
kind remembrance of me in fo many places.
As to your ten Luftres, I remember, when I
CO:ﬂ-’J}-’l?:}’d in a letter to Prior, that I was fifty
years old, he was half angry in jeft, and an-
fwered me out of TLILI»LL ifla commemoratio
¢t quafi exprobratio. How th:_n ought I to rat-
tle you, when I have a dozen years more to
an{wer for, all monaftically pafled in this Coun-
try of lib erty and deli 11 , and money, and
good company ! I go onanfwering your Tetter ;
It | H:

it 15 yOU Werc my Cro, 1;[1{: tﬂg f_Jult_;l 2. TIEVEL

o= - v T
TAFAL s ey 1 DYE A o T 31110
Vs » yLiL il 11C W "\_“."-_-, It wWas your ow! I”'li
I Tt ) VLS eI, ERa m T i e 1_‘
W0 taU it I31C 10 10VE NiMm, and i}J.L-..,l vind

o
—
—
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cated him, in the beginning of your miniftry,
from my accufations, But I gt ranted he had the
preateft inequalities of any man alive, and his
whole {cene was ﬁf—t}f times more a What-d’ye-
call it, than yours: for, Ideclare, yours was
unie, and I with you would fo order it, that
the world may be as wife as I upon that arti-
cle : Mr. Pope wifhes it too, and 1 believe there
is not a more honeflt man in England, even
without wit, But you regard us not. ——1
was ° forty feven years old when I began to
think of dcath, and the 1‘@&:&5@1“-" upon it now
begin when I wake in the morning, and end
when I am gulnf—“ to fleep

I writto Mr. Eor‘.e

fleep.—I
and not to you. My birth, f'. hough from a f:-
mily not m_\'i;l_-;;"?"*cﬁ i its time, 1S many
degrees inferior to your’s; all my pretenfions

from per {fon and pa 1rts 1nd Jiutd‘y' {o ; 5 I 4 youil-

oer fon of younger f:'ms; yvou born to a great
- ] 1 3

fortune : Vet I {ece you with ail your advan-

tages, {unk to a degree that you could never
have been without them : But yet I fee you as
much efieemed, as much be Tw&“d, 2s much
dreaded, and r“““- s more (though it be al-
moft impoffible) than ever you were in your
higheft exaltation ~— only I grieve like an Al-
d:rrt::ﬁ.;} that you are not {o 1*.,1 And yet, my

adi

Lord, I pretend to value money as little as you,

Fle
b "ITL T T o B . i ¥ -
I'he Year of ':j_l‘.-..'.-:l Anne’s Desth.

&
L. 2 and
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and I will call five hundred witnefles (if yéd
will take Irifh witneffes m} rove ift. I renounce
your whole philofophy, becaufe it is not your

f .'

1
pz';‘.@af”“ E‘; ‘-.'E"-:".:J' re "f lrv rrt-_\_ s (u I ufed that
expre {fion to Mr. _r.‘up.;_} I do not mean the pa-’-
rade, but a {uitablenef 5 to your mind ; and as
for iuc pleafure of g, 1 know your foul
fuffers when you are dmau of it. Could
you, when }-*o'ur own gf:ncreﬁt)r and contempt
of outward things (be not offended, it is no
Ecclefiaftical but an Epictetian phrafe) could
you, when thefe have brought you to it, come
over and live with Mr. Pope and me at the
Deanery ? I could almoft with the experiment
were tried— No, God forbid, that ever fuch a
{coundrel as Want fhould dare to approach you.
But, in the mean time, do not brag, Retrench-
ments are not your talent. But, as old Wey-
mouth {2id to me in his Lordly Latin, Philofo-

pha verba, ignava opera ; 1 with you Could learn
i (& 4

Arithmetic, that three Jnd two make five, and
will never make more. My philofophical
{pectacles which you advife me to, willtell me
thnt can live on 50 7. a year (wine excluded,
v.*hith n-y bad health forces me to) but I can-
not endure that Otsum thould be fine dignitate.

Sl e
- ?'.'I';.' Lord, what I would have fad of Fame
" B e | e T i .
is meant of fame which a4 man enjoys in his
; = 1
life ; becaufe T cannct be a great Lord, 1 would
aAc(] '.‘I_?i't‘
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FROM Dr. SWIFET, etc. 149
apquire what is 2 kind ‘of fubfidium, I would f;zl—
deavour that ' betters fhould fcek me by the
merit of {omething d ftinguifhable, inftead of
my {eeking them. The defire of enjoying it
in aftcr-t:mcs is owing to the f{pirit -and folly
of youth: but with age we learn to know the
houfe is fo full, that there 1s no room for above
one or two at moft in an age, through the whole
world. \'[y Lord, I hate and love to write to
you, it gives me pleafure, and kills me a'iih
melancholy. 'The D— take flupidity, that it
will not come to fupply. the want of philom
{ophy.

LAE U OR R iel e
Yrom Dr. SwirT,

'.L_s,.l- - T = b= ey
Sl L dla 1 LU
s .

-

‘O U were {o careful of fending me the
Dunciad, that I have received five of them,

and have pleafed four friends. I am one of
every body who approve every part of it, Tex
and Comment ; 'Lm,t am one tda‘h&n ted fm.-.n
every body, in the happinefs of being record-
ed your friend, while wit, and humour, and
politenefs fhall have a any memorial among us.
As for your o&tavo edition, we know 110%%1?:1;:_

o

L:; of
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of it, for we have an o&tavo of our own, which
h'ﬁ-h fold wonde fLﬂ , confidering our poverty,
and dulnefs the confe quc nce of 1.

I writ this poft to Lord B.'and tell him in
my letter, that, with a great deal of lofs for a
frolick, I will fly as foon as bu ild ; I have nei-
ther years, nor {pirits, nor money, nor pati-
ence for fuch amufements. Thc frolick is gone
off, and I am only 100 /. the poorer. But this

e = i ; a"." 31 Ao A T
kingdom is grown {o excef cly poor, that we
v A e i iy o (i ] A Pt R BT
wile men muit think oI notning but ig):j.,_,u,{}; a

(-, L S
j .!I|-\ gy T % 1 AT § = "‘1\-'\.-1r‘-1\" f’?"] =R R R =]
j'.tlj_i_,' ]t_]_ﬂ T 8 'L.\ = o -'-l'-."-.a..;:lJL- LIIETC al'c l][,]t
] ] .! ] 1 A ‘l‘ ,ﬂ:
tw }hi;‘}ul:_u fnouland pounds ipecies m the
|-u-T--= .TY 1 YK f1irm ‘-T = Fadlt | & ,T
whole ifland ; for we return thrice as much to

AL P e 7 i e R R = i i3
our Ablentees, as we get by trade, and fo are

[ -

1
14 ¢ SRy (60 SRR R etk Iscraa Bean fol
all mnevi itably undone ; wiich 1 have: been fei-
¢ " 1 i 3 F 1T e s a0 S %
ling them in print thelc ten years, to as Little

ot o b
= R e R S e B 5 ¢] A ) e B Sy
pu}‘}a{‘,}; (':.—- 13 L’_ came 1roirn e '-Ll.!-ll_-l,. And this
1S t‘lx-O-ls-i_i for Irith yoittlcs, whica 1 o“w men-
e o P P I

tion, becaufe it fo necarly touches myfelf. I
TI11 ?— - 1y £ ) X l-x.-(— | = _.i- L e H ?-- Tris "I" 1 ,._1-:-' e
1;.\-,;;-, IL'f'L(..L. N l(ll: LIk llt\n_, 1 11aVe 141 .-_)\_.;'L"AL)

that I pity you much more than Mrs. Pope.

':.._:--!,--.“-\ ~ - e r‘1-1,'-I 1".':.«_" I:: MiITr i xr .J“,.,'!:_ -pw T l'\-‘:
Uil & afenc and e .'l.'\JILsJ,\_' GoCiiili '{ -
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not have them glad to be rid of you; and I
thall take care that none but my c,m,miu will
be glad to get rid of me. You have embroil-
ed me with Lord B about the figure of
living, and the pleafure of giving. Iam under
the neceflity of fome little paultry figure in the
ftation I am ; but I make it as little as pofiible.
As to the other part you are bafe, becaufe I
thought myfelf as great a giver as ever was of
my ability ; and yet in proportion you exceed,
and have kept it till now a fecret even from
me, when I wondred how you were able to
live with your whole little revenue,

Adieu,

v i T R Tl P G b1 205
Lord BorLinGBRrOKE to Dr.SwirT.

Nov. 19, 1720,
Find that you have laid afide your px'o‘-i-:-i“t of
building in Ireland, and that we fhall fee

you in this ifland cum z:;:b;‘ﬁ':_;'rz:;, et ffle.'f‘fﬁh'u'??tf

prima. I know not whether the love of fame
increafes as we advance in age ; fure I am that
the force of ﬁ'lcm.i'-“.;p does. Ilov’d you al-

“‘L“ ft twenty year ;,g;), I thought of you as

etter was b;','a:;d the power
I3 of

ey
o
at

be
l
|

wel ll.as I do now,
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of conception, or, to avoid an equiv cque, bes
> 3

yord ﬂ:t‘ extent of my ideas. ‘w hether you

dre ‘mc

are more obliged to me for loving you as well

when ] | knew you lefs, or for lovmﬂ' you as well

after loving you fo many years, I “thall not de-
termine. - What I would £ y 1s this: whilft
my mind grows daily more Iﬂde,ﬂa-n[.‘l;iit of the
warid, a ‘ lefs need of leanine on exter-
nzl obieéts. ieas of friendfhip return oft=
mer, they bufy me, they warm me mo [s 1t
that we arow more tender as the moment of
our great feparation approaches? or_is it that
they who are to live tocether in another {tate,
{tor vera amicitia nen nyfs wter bonos) begin to

teel more firongly that divine fympathy which
15 to be the great band of their futnre foc \,mt} P

: _
T'here is no one thoun ,];t which fuutlm my mind
like this : I encourage my imagination to pyr-

o,
I':‘u.: it, :mu am hea rtity affli¢ted when ;m{nhtl

aculty ® of the intelle@ comes boifterouf fly in,

hat 15 n*.ue.,.'e the r.zmc, his

e« 1“

tion of the caufe, which the
Letter-writer has here ex-
Like :;." - on the like oceafion, }1!1:-@5} namely, that the
w ]’t ceaking of Plato’ L imaginaticn is always ready
> | to indul ge fo f“wrmrn an

idea; but feverer re afon cor-
refis and. difclaims it. Asto
| RELic1oN, thatis outof the
queition :_ for Iu lly wrot c-m

2 Viz. Reafon. Tull by L( ry ] haye I. ud bug a ‘confufed no=
erves funw_‘thr"” |’

]lnb ICW Ll |l.,_J|\. L‘““"‘ iren (a.a-

2
anag




I R o SIS S . . . b

PFROMSDr. SWIEE T, ete 733

and wakes me from fo pleafing a dream, if i
be a dream. I will dwell ho more on OLLO]IU-—
micks than I have done in my former letter.
Thus much only I will fay, that etzum cum dig-
mitate is to be had with soo/ a year as well as
with qooo . the difference will be found in the
value of the man, and not in that of the eftate.
I do aflure you, that I have never quitted the
defign of collecting, revifing, improving, and
extendi ng feveral materials which are ftill in my
power ; anid I hope that the time of fetting my-
felf about this laft work of my life is not ra.[ off.
Many papers of much curiofity and importance
are loft, and fome of them in a manner which
would furprize and anger you. However I thall
be able to convey {everal great truths to poﬁ'e-
rity, {o clearly and fo h.‘t“CJLICLlHV, that the
Burnets and the Oldmixons of another dge mdy
ail, but not be able to deceive. Adk 1, My
friend. I have taken up more of this paper
than belongs to me, fince f’upc is to write'to
you ; no matter, for, uponrecollection, the rules

3y ~ 1
Of proportion are not broke 15 he wnl fay as

much to you inone page, as I have faid in three.
Bid him tLLI\ to you of the WU.E- he Is about,
I hope in good earneft ; it is a fine one ; and
will be, in his hands, 2n original®, His fole

] e

complaint 15, that he finds it too eafy in the

R e
Effay on fidan.
B A
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execution. This flatters his lazinefs, it flatterg
my judgment, who always ti"xought that (uni-
verfal as his talents are) this is eminently and
peculiar his, above all the writers I know liv-
ingor dead ; I do not except Horace.

.Lﬂi.dieu L

BT B R XLV,
Nov. 28, 1729,

THI letter (like all mine) will be
ody ; it 1s many years ago fince
wrote as a wit‘. How many occurrences or
informations muft one omit, if one determin’d
to fa) “Lj"rv hat one could not fay prettily ?
I late I y receiv'd f*'om the widow of one dead
cuuthonc‘ nt, and the father of another, fe-
veral of my own letters of about fifteen and
twer-ty y’*arf: old ; and it was not unentertain-

fommf £

ing to myfelf to L,Lw’c ve, how and by what de-
grees I ceas’d to be a witty writer 3 as either
11‘1*-,-' F?;‘l‘ncz‘icncc grew on thf-: one ha;m, or my
}‘.\;x,\-.’f as I love you m.h_u than mof? Ilmeuq
met with in the '\"Jt-‘s"i[_'fj and efteem you too the
more, the longer I have compar’d you with the
reft of the world 3 fo inevitably I write to you
more negligently, that is, more openly, and what

L He nfed to s this :

i it b |

FLS) PR BRI |} il arFiei lar
sl WU VIUT dTNCLE QL1 LIS _[}l‘l:[l‘-.llliilt'p
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all but fuch-as love one another will call writ-
ing worfe, I fmile to think how Curl would
be bit, were our Epiftles to fall into his hands,
and how glorioufly they would fall {hort of ev’ry
ingenious reader’s expectations ?

You can’t imagine what a vanity it is to me,
to have fomething to rebuke you for in the way
of Oeconomy. I love the man that builds a
a houfe fubito ingenio, and makes a wall for 2
horfe : then cries, * We wile men muﬂt think
¢« of nothing but getting ready money.” Iam
glad you approve my annuity ; all we have in
this world is no more than an annuity, as to
our own enjoyment : but I will encreafe your
regard for my wifdom, and tell you, that this
annuity includes alfo the life of another ®, whofe
concern ought to be as near me as my own,
and with whom my whole profpetts ought to
finith. T throw my javelin of ‘Hope no far-
ther, Cur brevi fortes jaculamur evo—&c.

The fecond (as it is called, but indeed the
eighth) edition of the Dunciad, with fome ad-
ditional notes and epigran ns, {hall be fent you, if
I know any opportunity ; if they reprint it with
you, let them by all means-follow that octavo
edition, The Drapier’s letters ‘are again
prm._d here, very-laudably as to paper, print
&ec. for you know I difapprove Irifh politics,

( my Commentator tells you 1) U“m,‘; a {tron

b LY N T

Llis AVIQUICT 9
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and jealous fubjeé*t of England. The Lady you
mention, you ought not to mmplain oi" for not
acknowledging your prefent ; fhe ha ing lately
receiv’d 2 much richer 'L‘ILfLﬂEI rom Mr. Knight
of the S, Sea ; and you are fenfible {he cannot
ever return it to one in the condition of an out-
faw. It’s certain, as h 1€ CAN NEver \,'xi any
favoure, his motive muft be v.’hoilv (nf—m-
terefted. Will not this RefleGion make you
bluth? Your cl-.hi‘_qaluwftu ings of Ireland,
make me wifth you were here long enough to
forget thofe fu:l.u that {o afli& you: I am on-
ly in fear if you were, you would grow fuch a

}"r*'m* here too, as not to be qunc at eafe, for
your love of old England. It is very pofii-
ble, your jour ney, in the time I compute, might
Pvadi} tally with my Intended one to you; ‘zm?

if you muft foon again go back, you would nat
be un-attended. Lor the poor woman decays
perceptibly every week ; and the winter may
too probably put an end to a very long, and a
very irreproachable life. My conf’tmt attend-
ance on her does indeed affect my mind very
much, and leflen extret nely my defires of long
life ; fnLL I fee the bef} I at can come of it is
a miferable bt‘*lf'm::m,n [ look upon myfelf
to be many years older in two years fince you

 He was miftaken in this, My, Knight was pardoned,

2qd came home in the vear 1742,

{

fawp
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-

a

faw me : The natural imbecillity of iny body,
join’d now to this acquir’d old age of the mind,
makes me at leaft as old as you, mﬁ we are the
fitter to crawl down the hill together : I only
defire I may be able to keép pace with you.
My firft friendfhip at fixteen, was contracted
with 4 man of feventy, and I found him net
grave enough or confiftent enough for me, the’
we lived well o his death. I {peak of old Mr.
Wycherly; fome letters of whom (by the by)
and of mine, the Bookfellers have got and
printed, not without the' concurrence of a no-
ble friend of mine and yours?, I don’t much
approve of it tho’ there is nothing for me to
be atham’d of, becaufe I will not be atham’d
of any thing I do not do mylfelf, or of any
thing that is not immoral but merely dul 1 (13
for _rj{h“cL if they printed this letter I am
now writing, which tl ]L_,r eafily may, if the un-
derlimos at tLL i’m -~office pleafe to take a copy
of it.) T admire on this confideration, your {end-
ing your laﬂ' to me quite opuh without a feal,
wafer, or any clofure whatever, n aniiefting the
utter opennefs of the writer. I would do the
fame by this," but fear it would I

tation to fend two letters io together.—I will

vl e st ams
00K 11K afrec-

geth
1 Fa gy - I A i e L+ ~ :
fully reprefent to our frien i (and, I1doubt not, it
4 See the occafion, in the I of *:'.1:* Preface to 'the ‘hr}

fecond and third Paragraphs | Volume of Letters. P,
o3
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will touch his heart) what you {o feelingly fet
forth as to the badnefs of your Burgundy, &c.
e is an extreme honeft man, and indeed ought
to be fo, confidering how very indifcreet and
unreferved he is : Bat I do not approve this part
of his character, and will never join with him
in any of his idlenefles in the way of wit. You
know my maxim to keep as clear of all offence,
asTam clear of all intereft in either party. I was
once difpleas’d before at you, for Colvplainiﬂg
to Mr. * of my not having a penfion, and am
fo again at your naming 1t to a certain Lord. I
have given proof in the courfe of my whole life,
(from the time when I was in the friendfhip of
Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Craggs, even to this
when Iam civilly treated by Sir R. Walpole)
that 1 never tnought myfelf {fo warm in any
Party’s caufe as to deferve their money ; and
therefore would never have acc “pted it : But
give me leave to tell you, that of all mankind
the two perfons I would leaft have accepted any
favour from, are thofe very two, to whom you
have unluckily {poken of it. I defire you to
take off any impreflions which that dialogue
may have left on his Lordthip’s mind, as if I
ever had any thought of being beholden to him,
cr any other, in that way. And yet, you know
I am no ene my to the p;u..m Conftitution ; I
believe, as fincere a well-wifher to it, nay, even

to
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to the church eftablifh’d, asany Minifter in, or
out of employment whatever ; or any Bithop of
England or Ireland. Yet am I of the I\C“tﬁiml
of Erafmus, a Catholic; fo I live, fo I thall
dic; and hope one day to meet you, Bithop
Atterbury, the younger Craggs, Dr. Garth‘,
Dean Berkeley, and Mr. Hutchenfon, in that
place, T'o which God of hisinfinite mercy bring
us, and every body !

Lord B’s anfwer to your letter I have juft re-
ceiv’d, and join it to this pacquet. Tm: work
he {peaks of with fuch abundant partiality, is a
fyftem of Ethics in the Horatian way:.

L BT T BBV

FERVHIS is a letter -ﬂ*""f*&orr'iim*'*.-', to do and
b & fay nothing but 1 r;om*:-ﬁ_"ri tf) you (as
A C Icrinmﬁ:w, and a charitable o
a good work, and for a
man : Moreover he is : 1 1d poor,
wh;c.h you might think included in the word
honeft. T ﬂnl think it a kindnefs done my-
felf; if you can propagate Mr. Weftley’ s {ub-
{cription for his Lomxmqtsn on fob, among
your Divines, (Bithops ex epted, of whom
there is no hope) and among fuch as are be-
lievers, or readers, of Scris pture.  Even the cu-
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rious may find fomething to pleafe them, if
they {corn to be edified. It has been the la-
bour of eight years of this learned man’s life;
I call him what he is, a learned man, and I
engage you will approve his profe more than
you formerly could his poetry. Lord Boling-
broke is a favourer of it; and allows you to do
your beft to ferve an old Tory, and a fufferer
for the Church of England, tho’ you are a
Whig, asIam

We have here fome verfes i your name,
which I am angry at. Sure you wou’d not ufe
me fo ill as to flatter me ? I therefore think it
15 fome other weak Irithman,

P. S, Idid not take the pen out of Pope’s
hands, 1 proteft to you. But fince he will not
fill the remainder of the page, I think I may
without offence. I feek no epiftolary fame,
but am a good deal pleafed to think that it will
be known hereafter that you and I lived in the
moft friendly ntimacy ttr-"‘"“?‘-(.’]‘ -—}}Iiny Wit
his letters for the public, fo did Seneca, fo did
Balfac, Voiture, &c. T 11.1v did not, and there-
fore 1}1{,v= give Us more PILMHIL han any which
have come down to us from antiquity. When
we read them, we pry into a fecret which was
intended to be kept from us. That is a pled-
fure. We {ee Cato, and Brutus, and PO]"]PEV

and
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10> LEETERS TO AND

duty of friend(hip wherever the is, tho’ I break
thro’ the whole plan of life which I have form-
ed in my mind. Adieu. I am moft faithful-
ly and affectionately yours.

N B Bk AR PR o G
TLord B. to Dr. SwirT,

Jan. 1730-31.
E Begin my Letter by telling you that my wife
has been returned from abroad about a
month, and that her health, tho’ feeble and
precarious, Is better than it has been thele two
years. 'She is much your fervant, and as the
has been her own phyfician with t‘ e {uccefs;
imagines the could be yours with the fame.
Would to God you was within her reach. She
would, I believe, prefcribe a great deal -of the
medicina_ammi, without having recourfe to the
Books of Trifmegiftus. Pope and I i]\o'ﬁd be
her principal apothi‘fu.ms in the courfe of the
cure; and tho’ our beft Botanifts complain,
that few of the herbs and fimples whieh go to
the compofition of thefe remedies, are to be
found at prefent in our foil, yet there are more
of them here than in 1-{.!:1Dd befides, by th
help of a little chemiftry the i“m L noxious

TUICES

\J)
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juices may become falubrious, and rank poifon
a {pecific. — Pope is now in my library with
me, and writes to the world, to the prefent and
to future ages, whilft I begin this letter which
he is to finith to you. What good he will do
to mankind T know not; this comfort he may
be fure of, he cannot do lefs than you have
done before him. I have fometimes thought,
that if preachers, hangmen, and moral-writers
keep vice at a ftand, or fo much as retard the
progrefs of it, they do as much as human na-
ture admits: a real reformation is not to be
brought about by ordinary means; it requires
thofe extraordinary means which become pu-
nithments as well as leffons : National corrup-
tion muft be purged by national calamities,—
Let us hear from you. We deferve this atten-
tion, becaufe we defire it, and becaufe we be-
lieve that you defire to hear from us.

LoE-T T E R XLVIL
Lord B. toDr. Swir T,

. March 29.
I Have delayed feveral poits anfwering your
letter of January laft, in hopes of being a-
ble to fpeak to you about : proje€t which con-
M 2 cerns
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111-31‘[1i;‘1g: I recall the time (and am glad it is
over) when about this hour I uled to be going

to bed, furfeited with pleafure, or jaded with
bui’ma—;i.-.s: my head often full. of fchemes, and
my heart as often full of anxie

tortune

e, think you, thatl rife a
frethed, ferene, and calm? that

ST t'u,,—- SRR o oy - q'f,l‘,'-:.-\-\ 3 | B aeiea ) o
EVELN e Ji--]'\.';'..,.ll]_ alTailrs Of 1:1\,,; Llc

e e i . g o
at a diftance from me, where I can keep off the
i
e e e
i’tmng{]y affeCted by

I can draw the ot

Paffions in ‘their force, would
nay cven future conting !‘;C":-:S,

and Reafon ‘\.\QLL'L{ but

vy " | SN Tl T e o R A
vou 1..7”' INUCH MYy Vv iie 15 ObDlig

$ry dnmeos il FE S W 1 B e T f
y 1051 BL W EaN v § poge {1~ | B Rty PN | B
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166 LETFERS TTO AND

withes for him as a deliverer from pain; when
life is tolerable, fhe looks on him with diflike,
becaufe he is to feparate her from thofe friends
to whom fhe is more attached than to life itfelf,
~— You fhall not ftay for my.next, as long as
you have for this letter ; and in every one, Pope
thall write fomething much better than the*
fcraps of old Philofophers, which were the
prefents, Munufcula, that Stoical Fop Seneca
ufed to fend in every Epiftle to his friend
Lucilius,

P.S. My Lord has fpoken juftly of his La-
dy: why not I of my Mother? Yefterday was
her birth-day, now entering on the ninety-firft
year of her age; her memory much diminith’d,
but her fenfes very little hurt, her fight and
hearing good ; fhe fleeps not ill, eats moderate-
ly, drinks water, fays her prayers; this is all
the does. I have reafon to thank God for con-
tinuing fo long to me a very good and tender
parent, and for allowing me to exercife for fome
years, thofe cares which are now as neceffary to
her, as hers have been to me. An objet of
this fort daily before one’s eyes very much foft-
ens the mind, but perhaps may hinder it from
the willingnefs of contralting other tyes of the
like domeftic nature, when one finds how pain-
ful it is even to enjoy the tender pleafures. I

have
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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 167

have formerly made fome firong efforts to |
and to deferve a friend: perhaps it were wiler
never to attempt it, but live Extempore, and
look upon the world only as 2 place to pal:
thro’, juft pay your hofts their due, difperfc a
little charity, and huorry on. Yet am I juft
now writing (or rather planning) a book, to
make mankind look upon this life with comfort
and pleafure, and put morality in good humour.
—And juft now too, Iam going to {fee one 1
love very tenderly; and to-morrow to entertain
feveral civil people, whom if we call friends,
it is by the Courtefy of England. — Sic, fic ju-
vat ire [ub wnbras. While we.do live, we muft

make the beft of life,

o Sl

oet
=

ﬂl

€

Cantantes /icet ufgue (minus vig ledet) eamus,

as the thepherd faid in Virgil, when the road
was long and heavy. I am yours.

BT 1T E R XEVHL

Lord BorinGBROKE to Dr. SwirT.

OU may aflure yourfelf, that, if you come
over this fpring, you will find me not on-
ly got back into the habits of ftudy, but de-
voted to that hiftorical tafk, which you have
M 4 fet
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S S
It has happened, that, whillt |
this to vou, the Dr. came to make me a vilit

=
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e
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3
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o

from London, where I heard he was arrived
fome time ago: He was in hafte to return, and

Al s

I perceive, in great halteto pz‘mt He loft

1S
s ? o

with me eight Differtations®, a {mall part, as

I underftand, of his w om, and defired me to

perufe, confider, and obie erve upon them againit

MOoNC 4'1;; next, when he will come down again,

L’; what I have read of the t two firft, 1 find my-
felf unable to ferve him,

The 1“:1:&1131‘,: he
reafons upon are begged in a a difputation of this
{fort, and the manner of 1u.i:_:.a'.'u;g is by no
means clofe and conclufive. The fole advice 1
could give him in confcience would be that
which hc would take 1ll and not follow. I wil
et rid of this taflc as well as I can, for I efteem
the man, and fthould be forry to d.-ga ioe him

= e
YT | .1.-_-,-.-_ =97
whnere i cannot ierve nim.

=3 R O e
As to retirement, and exercie, you. notions
P g ool Sl ) 1 _ 1 2 &
are true: The firft thould not be indulged fo
&
= ¢ e S e Se 3
nuch as to render us {ayage, nor the lait neg-

impa ith. But I know men,
who, for fear of being favage, live with all who
will live with themi ; and who, to preferve thei
health, faunter aw ~V£ alf their time.  Adieu
Pope calls for the paper
Revelation examined with cardor
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170 LETTERS TO AND
P.S. T hope what goes before will "be a

ftrong motive to your coming. God knows if
ever I fhall fee Ireland; I fhall never defire it
if ‘you can be got hither, or kept here.  Yet I
think I fhall be, too foon, a Free-man.— Your
recommendations I conftantly give to thofe you
mention; tho” fome of ’em I fee but feldom,
and am every day more retired. T am lefs fond
of the world, and lefs curious about it : yet no
way out of humour, difappointed, or angry :
tho’ in my way I receive as many Injuries as
my betters, but I don’t feel them, therefore I
ought not to vex other people, nor c¢ven to re-
turn injuries. I pafs almoft all my time at
Dawley and at home; my Lord (of which ¥
partly take the merit to myfelf) is as much
eftranged from politics as Iam. Let Philofo-
phy be ever {o vain, it is lefs vain now than
Politics, and not quite {o vain at prefent as Di-
vinity: I know nothing that moves ftrongly but
Satire, and thofe who are atham’d’ of nothing
elfe, are fo of being ridiculous. I fancy, if we
three were together but for three years, fome
good might be done even npon this Age,

I know you'll defire fome account of my
health: It is as ufual, but my {pirits rather
worfe. I write little or nothing.  You know
I never had either a tafte or talent for politics,
and the world minds nothing elfe, I have per-

{fonal
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fonal obligations which I will ever preferve, to
men of different fides, and I wifh nothing fo
much as public quiet, except it be my own
quiet. I think it a merit, if I can take off any
man from grating or' fatirical fubjects, merely
on the fcore of Party: and it is'the greateft
vanity of my life that I've contributed to turn
my Lord Bolingbroke to fubjects moral, ufeful,
and more worthy his pen. Dr. ’s Book
is what I can’t commend fo much as Dean
Berkley’s€, tho’ it has many things ingenious
in it, and 1s not deficient in the writing part:
but the whole book, tho” he meant it ad Popy-
Jum, 1s, I think, purely ad Clerum ®.  Adieu.

¢ A fine original work cal- | Clero, as moft of thefe inge-
led, The Minute Philofopher. | nious things are borrowed
¢ He might have added & | from his Brethren.

EE T TERSDS
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SWIFT to Mr. GAY:

L

From the Year 1729 to 17323
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Dublin, March 19, 1729

t Varyr 1 =3
% LJer )] it. Tdo write T.L)‘ ou accordin 12 to the
RS S (e =

= old {tipulation, for, when }k:-u m:—p.. your old

comtunj, when I writ to one I writ to all
Iam ready to enter into a new bar oain hm e.you
are :,i;)t.)t 1 ito a new V\""I] % ;J. W i1 (wer al

1=
!. t.ll.i.\-l\]. ciil

.
DUt

W 7__,.5_,_, . ¢ 1
your letters. You are Jlft to prefent my moft

Livinhls '—\, 1 1
humble reipects to the Duchefs of Queenibury,
T let o B ) fthat O i
ind let her know J_,_u_ I never dine without
1 =i e .
fijjs_.—;wr} 3+ ‘-“: vl b S e | (= 3t
nging of her, althou 120 1€ be with {fome dil-
B | 1 e n_"\ r ~ [ . - 1
( L Mol Ak-(. 5 . wift ;‘!I'f {{a0 5 l!'.{:(_}.{".d\ Clili=
7 ] : I
et 3 J Irctu 1 1O | Hr; LHL] WAL, | i.'l-".
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ficulty that I can obey her when I dine with

j'o ks that have but'two prongs, and when the
fauce is not very conf”tcl.t You muft 11;:2 vife

mf}t folks hEIE and p “.txcul'nly at thc
eanery,” even in the face of my Whig fub-
_iccf.i‘s T will leave my money In Lord Ba-

1 o NARAGerAan = -
thurft’s hands, and the management of it (for

want of better) in yours: and pray keep the
intereft-mony in a bag wrapt u

| J: ‘1d LWLL‘l "":
itfelf, for fear of your own fingers under your
careleffnefs. Mr. Pope talks of you as a }-mﬁ
fe& ﬁ:;;wm- but the different purfuits and
of

manners a .~l mterefts of life, as fortune hath
ill never {uffer thofe

pleafed to difpofe them, w
¢ - et i - o | TR S ot e S T .
to live to;;mb who by their inclinations

1 3 A

mwnt never to pﬂrt T }*L pe when you are

have {ome little oecono-

my of 1-01‘.1‘ own in town or country, and be

able to give your friend a :‘ﬁ;’a*-' of Port; for the
dometftic feafon of life will come on. T had
never much hopes of your vampt Play, al-
though Mr. Pope feem’d to have, and although
it were ever fo good : But yor

good : But you fhould have done
like the P:lﬁ;:'.‘, and changed your Text, I
mean the Title, and the names of the perfons.
After all; it was an effet of idlenefs, for you
are in the prime of life, when invention and

jedgment go together, I wifh you had 100/

.
4 3 vear
-
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a year more for horfes—I ride and walk whens=
ever good weather invites, and am reputed the
beft walker in this town and five miles round.
I writ lately to Mr. Pope: I with you had a lit-
tle Villakin in his neighbourhood ; but you are
yet too volatile, and any Lady with a coach and
fix horfes would carry you to Japan.

i Bl B ROT

Dublin, Nov. 1o, 1730,

HEN my Lord Peterborow in the

Queen’s time went abroad upon his
Ambaffies, the Miniftry told me, that he was
fuch a vagrant, they were forced to write 4#
him by guefs, becaufe they knew not where to
write 7o him. 'This is my cafe with you ;
fometimes in Scotland, fometimes at Ham-
walks, fometimes God knows where. You are
a man of bufinefs, and not at leifure for infig-
nificant correfpondence. It was I got you the
employment of being my Lord Duke’s premier
Minifire: for his Grace having heard how good
a manager you were of my revenue, thought
you fit to be entrufted with ten talents. I have
had twenty times a ftrong inclination to {pend
a {ummer near Salitbury-downs, having rode

over
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over them more than once, and with a young
parfon of Salifbury reckoned twice the ftones
of Stonehenge, which are either ninety-two or
ninety-three. I defire to prefent my moft
humble acknowledgements to my Lady Duchefs
in return of her civility. I hear an ill thing,
that the is matre pulchra filia pulchrior : 1 never
faw her fince fhe-was a girl, and would be an-
gry the thould excel her mother, who was long
my principal Goddefs. I defire you will tell
her Grace, that the ill management of forks is
not to be help’d when they are only bidential,
which happens in all poor houfes, efpecially
thofe of Poets; upon which account a knife
was abfolutely neceflary at Mr, Pope’s, where
1t was morally impoflible with a bidential fork
to convey a morfel of beef, with the incum-
brance of muftard and turnips, into your mouth
at once. And her Grace hath coft me thirty
pounds to provide Tridents for fear of offend-
ing her, which fum I defire the will pleafe to
return me.— I am fick enough to go to the
Bath, but have not heard it will be good for
my diforder. I have a ftrong mind to fpend
my 200/. next fummer in France: I am olad
I have it, for there is hardly twice that fum
left in this kingdom. You want no fettlement
(I call the family where you live, and the foot
you are upon, a fettlement) till you increafe

your




1 }-':r: ETERS TO-AND

Tonk G = L =k —a TTrata el £
ur fortune to what will ﬂ? yport vou with eafe
l -

i

and plenty,
want OF th‘;s

mily
among all

)
and taking her
Py "- f"r1 1 7'-\' "
LLtl'[ ‘4|lL [

ek i I .":'
e L«.J-.!];‘-—la;ns of

4
avoidable,

1ave always

i
e

Tatle
| GF LS

would join:

T T EEM:mir=}
1ML L;-....j;; Lt -3y

{ 1
Hor e ol rad | T W =
L Y ALl%-4 pap RS Y

TMIr Conve

2
VOUur converia .1'» 1.

N

Qy tells

- L S & T
‘or if 1t be true what

e
me, you will have opp {aving every
B FEAATUA . n-r-.--} j;) 1\'@‘

_ FECEIVE ; and 10 D)

. T =g Ty .'f'T'!"‘
OW VWEATVY QI edcin \]LJ-J.‘-Ij
o

e reft of vour wine-

Vg b=y e i e Lol S
3 the aadaiclion-=

4 -t T ATTL 7 £ T
. 1 Ll Alc ¥ CLCLY {i

_"1
} =Y & A T\
clels unorateful people
- - L

St Mt e e el B [T a MR O 2 il e - sy
from whopn you deferved fo much, and wha




p

e i SO v % -t .

FROM Dr. SWIFT, ete. 177

deferve no better Genius’s than thofe by whom
they are celebrated.—If you fee Mr. Cefar, pre=
fent my humble ferviceto him; and let him know
that the ferub Libel printe;t againft me here,
and re-printed in Loondon; for which he thew-
ed a kind concern to a friend of us both, was
written by myfelf, and fent to a Whig-printer
It was in the ftyle and genius of fuch fcouna
drels, when the humour of libelling ran in this
ftrain againt a friend ofmme whom you know.
~—But my paper is ended.

B T= il
Dublin, Nov. 1g, 1730
Writ to you a long letter about a fortnight
pait concluding you were in London, from
whence I underftood one of your former was
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dated : Nor did I imagine you were 00
to Aimfbury {o late in ﬂh, year, at w 11:": {eafon
i take the Couﬂny to be only a {cene fu: thofe
who have been ill ufed by a Court on acconnt

of their Virtues ; which is a ftate of happinf:{s
the more valuable, becaufe it is not accompa-
med by Envy, although 1 nothing deferves it

thore., 1 ‘-"J”Id glad] Ly ﬂ 1l 2 Dukedom to lofe

favour 1n the manner their Graces have done;
I believe my Lord Carteret, fince he is no

N longer
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longer Lieutenant, may not with me ill, and I
have told him often that I only hated him as
Licutenant : I confefs he had a genteeler man-
ner of binding the chains of this kingdom than
moit of his predeceflors, and I confefs at the
fame time that he had, fix times, a regard to
my recommendation by preferring fo many of
my friends in the church ; the two laft a&s of
his favour were to add to the dignities of Dr.
Delany and Mr. Stopford, the laft of whom
was by you and Mr. Pope put into Mr, Pult-
ney’s hands. I told you in my laft, thata con-
tinuance of giddinefs (tho’ not in a violent de-
gree) prevented my thoughts of England at
prefent. For in my cafe a domeftic life is ne-
ceflary, where I can with the Centurion fay to
my fervant, Go, and he goeth, and Do this,
and he doth it. I now hate all people whom
I cannot command, and confequently a Duchefs
1s at this the hatefulleft Lady in the world to
me, one only excepted, and I beg her Grace’s
pardon for that exception, for, in the way I
mean, her Grace is ten thoufand times more
hateful. I confefs I begin to apprehend you will
{quander my money, becaufe I hope you never
lefs wanted it and if you go on with fuccefs for
two years longer, I fear I thall not have a far-
thing of it left. The Do&or hath ill-informed
me, who fays that Mr. Pope is at prefent the

I chief
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chief Poetical Favourite, yet Mr. Pope himfelf
talks like a Philofopher and one wholly retir'd.
But the vogue of our few honeft folks here is,
that Duck is abfolutely to fucceed Eufden in the
laurel, the contention being between Concannen
or Theobald, or fome other Hero of the Dun=
ciad. T never charged you for not talking, but
the dubious ftate of your affairs in thofe days
was too much the fubje&, and I with the Du-
chefs had been the voucher of your amendment.
Nothing {fo much contributed to my eafe as the
turn of affairs after the Queen’s death by
which all my hopes being cut off, I could have
no Ambition left, unlefs I would have been a
greater rafcal than happened to fuit with my
temper. 1 therefore fat down quietly at my
motfel, adding only thereto a principle of ha-
tred to all fucceeding Meafures and Miniftries
by way of fauce to relith my meat: And I con-
fefs one point of condu& in my Lady Duchefs’s

¥ Al id
o

life hath added much poignancy to it. There
15 a good Irith practical bull towards the end

of your letter, where you {pend a dozen lines
 telling me you muft leave off, that you may
give my Lady Duchefs room to write, and {o
you proeeed to within two or three lines of the
bottom ; though I would have remitted you

my 200 /. to have left place for as many more.

N 2 T
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(VLY L:q,mn*:l,:a thus low 1s meant as a mark
of refpedt, like receiving your Grace at the bot=~

tom of the ftairs. I am glad you know your
duty ; for it hath been a known and eftablifh’d
rule above twenty years in England, that the
1:1'1* advances have been conftantly made me by
all Ladies who afpir’d to my acquaintanee, and
the g:c ater their quality, the greater were theis
advances. Yet, I know not by what weaknefs,
I have condefcended gracioufly to difpenfe w! h
you upon this important article. Though Mr.
Gay will tell you that a namelels perfon fent

Ve

me cleven meflages before 1 would yield to 2
vifits 1 mean a puiun to whom he is infinite-
ly obliged, for being the occafion of the hap-
pinefs hc now enjoys under the protection and
favour of my Lord Duke and your Grace, At
the fame time, I cannot forbear telling you,
Madam, that you are a little imperious in your
manner of making your advances. You fay,
perhaps you {hall not like me; I affirm you

are miftaken, which I can plainly demonfirate ;
for 1 huvc certain i 1tt]il‘]"‘1“'f.f.‘, that another per~
fon diflikes me of late, with whofe likings

yours have not for fome time paft gone toge-
ther
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ther. However, if I fhall once have the ho-
nour to attend your Grace, I will out of fear
and prudence appear as vain as I can, that I
may not know your thoughts of me, This is
your own dire@ion, but it was needlefs: For
Dicgenes himfelf would be vain, to have re-
ceiv’d the honour of being one moment of his
life in the thoughts of your Grace.

L-E7TT E-R:-LIL

Dublin, April 13, 1730-1.

O UR fituation isan odd one; the Du-

chefs is your Treafurer, and Mr. Pope
tells me you are the Duke’s. And I had gone
a good way in fome Verfes on that occafion,
prefcribing leflons to direct your conduét, in a
negative way, not to do fo and {o, &c. like
other Treafurers; how to deal with Servants,
Tenants, or neighbouring Squires, which I take
to be Courtiers, Parliaments, and Princes in
alliance, and fo the parallel goes on, but grows
too long to pleafe me: I prove that Poets are
the fitteft perfons to be treafurers and Managers
to great perfons, from their virtue, and con-
tempt of money, &c.—Pray, why did you not
get a new heel to your fhoe ? unle(s you would
make your court at St. James’s by affeing to

N 3 imitate
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imitate the Prince of Lilliput.—But the reft of
your letter being wholly taken up in a very bad
charalter of the Duchefs, T fhall fay no more
to you, but apply myfelf to her Grace.

I fince Mr. Gay atfirms that you love
to have your own way, and fince I have the
ame perfection 3 1 will fettle that matter im-
mediately, to prevent thofe ill confequences he
apprehends. Your Grace fhall have your own

d

way, in all pl?tfb except your own houfe, an
the domains about it. There and there c only,
I expect to have mine, {o that you have all the

world to reign in, bating only two or three han-
dred acres, and two or three houfes in town and
country. I will Likewife, out of my {pecial
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion,
allow you to be in the right againft all human
kind, except myfelf, and to be never in the
wrong but when you differ from me. You
thall have a greater privilege in the *'11rd a;tlJ
of {peaking your mu 1[1, which I fhall gracioun
allow you now and then to do even to Imﬁ,h,
and only rebuke you when it does not pleafe me.

[ LLL.n, I am now got as far as your Grace’s

y
o
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letter, which having not read this fortnight
{baving been out of town, and not daring to
truft myfm with the carriage of it) the pre-
{umptuous manner in which you begin had

{lipt
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3
flipt out of my memory. Bat I forgive you to
the feventeenth line, where you begin to banifh
me for ever, by demanding me to anfwer all
the good Charadter fome partial- friends have
given me. Madam, I have lived fixteen years
in Ireland, with only an intermiffion of two
fummers in England; and confequently am
fifty years older than I was at the Queen’s death;
and fifty-thoufand times duller, and fifty-mil-
lion times more peevifh, perverfe, and morofe ;
{o that under thefe difadvantages I can only pre-
tend to excel all your other acquaintance about
fome twenty barrs length. Pray, Madam, have
you a clear voice ? and will you let me fit at
your left hand at leaft within three of you, for
of two bad ears, my right is the beft? My
Groom tells me that he likes your park, but
your houfe is too little. Can the Parfon of the
parith play at back-gammon, and hold his
tongue? 1s any one of your Women a good
nurfe, if I thould fancy my{elf fick for four and
twenty hours ? how many days will you main-
tain me and my equipage ? When thefe preli-
minaries are fettled, I muft be VEry poor, very
fick, or dead, or to the laft degree unfortunate,
if I do not attend you at Aimibury. For, I pro-
fefs, you are the firft Lady that ever I defired to
fee, fince the firft of Auguft 1714, and I have
forgot the date when that defire grew ftrong up-

N 4 on
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me, but I know I was not then in England, elfe
would have gone on foot for that ha ppinefs as far
as to your houfe in Scotland. But I can foon re-
collect the time, by afking fome Ladies here the
month, the day, and the hour when I began to
endure their company ? which however I think
was a fign of my ill judgment, for I do not per-
ceive they mend in any thing but envying or
admiring your Grace, Idiflike nothing in your
letter but an affeéted apology for bad writing,

ad fpelling, and a bad pen, which you pre-
tend Mr. Gay found fault with ; wherein you
affront Mr. Gay, you affront me, and you af-
front yourfelf, Falfe fpelling is only excufable
in a Chamber-maid, for I would not pardon it
in any of your Waiting-women.—Pray God
preferve your Grace and family, and give me
leave to expe@- that you will be fo juft to re-
member me among thofe who have the great-
eft regard for virtue, goodnefs, prudence, cou=
rage and generofity ; after which you mufl
conclude that T am with the greateft refpect
and gratitude, Madam, your Grace’s moit obe-
dient and moft humble fervant, &o.

To Mr. G av.
I have juft got yours of February 24, with
a poftfcript by Mr. Pope. I am in great con-

cern for him: T find Mr. Pope diftated to you
z 2 } o
the
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the firft part, and with great difliculty fome
days after added the reft. I fee his weaknefs
by his hand-writing. How much does his
philofophy exceed mine ? I could not bear to
{ec him: I will write to him f{oon.

LEE-T. E: R~ L1

Dublin, June 29, 1731.

VER fince I received your letter, I have
been upon a balance about going to Eng-
land, and landing at Briftol, to pafs a month
at Aimfbury, as the Duchefs hath given me
leave. But many difficulties have interfered ;
firft, 1 thought I had done with my law-{uit,
and fo did all my lawyers, but my adverfary,
after being in appearance a Proteftant thefe
twenty years, hath declared he was always a
Papift, and confequently by the law here, cannot
buy nor (I think) fell ; fo that I am at fea a-
gain, for almoft all I am worth. But I have
ftill a worfe evil ; for the giddinefs I was fub-
ject to, inftead of coming feldom and violent;
now conftantly attends me more or lefs, tho’
in a more peaceable manner, yet fuch as will
not qualify me to live among the young and
healthy : and the Dachefs, in all her youth, {pi-
4 ri¢
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rit, and grandeur, will make a very ill nurfe,
and her women not much better. Valetudina-
rians muft live where they can command, and
fcold 5 I muft have horfes to ride, I muift go to
bed and rife when I pleafe, and live where all
mortals are fubfervient to me. I muft talk non-
fenfe when I pleafe, and all who are prefent
muft commend it. I muft ride thrice 2 week,
and walk three or four miles befides, every
day.

I always told you Mr. was good for
nothing but to be a rank Courtier. 1 care not
whether he ever writes to me or no. He and
you may tell this to the Duchefs, and I hate to
{ee you fo charitable, and fuch a Cully ; and
yet I love you for it, becaufe I am one my-
felf,

You are the fillieft lover in Chriftendom : If
you like Mrs, why do you not command
her to take you ? if fhe does not, fhe is not
worth purfuing ; you do her too much honour :
fhe hath neither fenfe nor tafte, if the dares to
refufe you, though the had ten thoufand pounds.
I do not remember to have told you of thanks
that you have not given, nor do I underftand
your meaning, and I am fure I had never the
leaft thoughts of any myfelf, If T am your friend,
it is for my own reputation, and from a prin-
ciple of felf-love, and I do fometimes reproach
you
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b

wou for not honouring me by letting the world
know we are friends.

fee very well how matters go with the Du=
chefs in regard to-me. ~ I'heard her fay, Mr:
Gay, fill your letter to the Dean, that there may
be no roownn for me, the frolic is gone far
enough, I have writ thrice, I will do.no more;
if the man has a mind to come, let him comes;
what a clutter is here? p{?aﬁ'-'ix'clv I will not
write a fyllable more.  She is an ungrateful
Duchefs confidering how many adorers 1 have
procured her here, over and above the thou-
fands {he had before.—I cannot allow you rich
enough till you are worth 7000 /. which will
bring your 300 per Annum, and this will main~-
tain you, with the perquifite of {fpunging while
you are young, and when you are old will af-
ford you a pint of port at night, two fervants,
and an old maid, a little garden, and pen and
ink—provided you live in the country—Have
you no {cheme either in verfe or profe? The
Duchefs thould keep you at hard meat, and by

that means force you to write ; and fo I have
done with you,

a0
wi
T
+

Madam,

Since I began to grow old, I have found all
) ,«-]' - = . # .
ladies become inconftant, without any reproach
from their confcience, If I wait on you, I de-

clare
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clare that one of your women (which ever it
1s that has defigns upon a Chaplain) muft be
my nurfe, if I bappen to be fick or peevith at
your houfe, and in that cafe you muft fufpend
your domineering-Claim till I recover. Your
omitting the ufual appendix to Mr., Gay’s let-
ters hath done me infinite mifchief here ; for
while you continued them, you would wonder
how civil the Ladies here were to me, and how
much they have altered fince. I dare not con-
fefs that I have defcended fo low as to write ta
your Grace, after the abominable neglect you
have been guilty of ; for if they but fufpeted
it, I thould lofe them all. One of them, who
had an inklin of the matter (your Grace will
hardly believe it) refufed to beg my pardon up-
on: her knees, for once neglecting to make my
rice-milk,—Pray, confider this, and do your
duty, or dread the confequence. I promife you
fhall have your will fix minutes every hour at
Aimibury, and feven in London, while I am
m health: but if I happen to be fick, I muft
govern to a fecond. Yet properly {peaking,
there is no man alive with fo much truth and
refpect your Grace’s moft obedient and devoted
{ervant,

FEIEDLR
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L ESTRT BR LIV,

Aug. 28, 1731,

O U and the Duchefs ufe me very ill, for,

I profefs, I cannot diftinguith the fiyle or
the hand-writing of either. I think her Grace
writes more like you than herfelf, and that
you write more like her Grace than yourfelf,
I would fwear the beginning of your letter writ
by the Duchefs, though it is to pafs for yours ;
becaufe there is a curfed lie in it, that fhe is
neither young nor healthy, and befides it per-
fectly refembles the part fhe owns. I will like~
wife fwear, that what I muft {uppofe is written
by the Duchefs, is your hand; and thus I am
puzzled and perplexed between you, but I'will
oo on in the innoceney of my own heart. T
am got cight miles from our famous metropo-
lis; to a country Parfon’s, to whom I atfcl}-‘
gave a City-living, {uch as an Englith Chaplain
would leap at. I retired hither for the public
good, having two great works in hand : One
to rcdu-::c tl*e whole politenefs, wit, humour,
and {tyle of England 1‘1t’) a fhort fyftem;
the ufe of all perfons of quality, and particu-
larly the maids of honour®. The other is of

for

= f????g’.r';f_gj}w; Dialoguss of Pelite Conver [ation, publifhed
in his life time,

almoft
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almoft equal importance; I may call it the
Whole duty of fervants, in about twenty feve=
ral ftations, from the fteward and waiting-
woman down to the fcullion and pantry-boy °,
—1T believe no mortal had ever fuch fair Invis
tations, as to be happy in the beft' company of
England. I with I had liberty to print your
letter with my own comments upon it. There
was a fellow in Ireland, who from a fhoe-boy
grew to be feveral times one of the chief go-
vernors, wholly illiterate, and with hardly com-
mon fenfe : A Lord Lieutenant told the firft
King George, that he was the greateft {ubje&
he had in both kingdoms; and truly this cha-
raCter was gotten and preferved by his never ap-
pearing in England, which was the only wife
thing he ever did, except purchafing fixteen
thoufand pounds a year—Why, you need not
ftare : it is eafily apply’d: I muft be abfent, in
order to preferve my credit with her Grace—
Lo here comes in the Duchefs again (I know
her by her dd’s ; butam a fool for difcovering
my Art) to defend herfelf againft my conjec-
ture of what the faid—Madam, I will imitate
your Grace and write to you upon the fame
line. I own it is a bafe un-romantic {pirit in
me, to fufpend the honour of waiting at your
> An imperfe&t thing of | fervants in general, has been

this kind, called Djrestions to publifhed fince his death.
Grace’s
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Grace’s feet, till I can finith a paltry law-fuit.
It concerns indeed almoft all my whole for-
tune ; it is equal to half Mr. Pope’s; and two
thirds of Mr. Gay’s, and about fix weeks rent
of your Grace’s. This curfed accident hath
drill’d away the whole fummer. But, Madam,
underftand one thing, that I take all your iro-
nical civilities in a literal fenfe, and whenever
I have the honour to attend you, fhall ‘expe&
them to be literally performed : though per-
haps I fhall find it hard to prove your hand-
writing in a Court of juftice ; but that will not
be much for your credit. How miferably hath
your Grace been miftaken in thinking to avoid
Envy by running into exile, where it haunts
you more than ever it did even at Court? Noz
fe civitas, non Regia domus in exilium miferunt,
Jed tu utrafque.  So fays Cicero (as your Grace
knows) or fo he might have faid.

I am told that the Craftsman in one of his
papers is offended with the publifhers of (I fup-
pofe) the laft edition of the Dunciad ; and I
was afked whether you and Mr. Pope were as
good friends to-the new difgraced perfon as for-
merly ? This I knew nothing of, but {uppofe
it was the confequence of fome miftake, As
to writing, I Jook on you juft in the prime of
life for it, the very feafon when judgment and
invention draw together. But fchemes are per=

| fectly
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fectly accidental ; fome will appear barren of
hints and mattm, but prove to be fruitful ; and
others the contrary: And what you fay, is paft
doubt, that every one can beft find hints fur
himfelf: though it is pofiible that fometimes
friend may give you a lucky one juft fuited to
your own imagination.  But all this is almofk
paft with me: my invention and judgment are
perpetually at fifty-cuffs, till they have quite
difabled each other; and the meereft trifles I
ever wrote are ferious p'lrlc*ibwhic-'l lucubra=
tions, iIn comparifon to wnal I now bufy myfelf
about ; as (Lo {peak in the author’s P!udf{,) the
world may one day fee*,

=h - mm s
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September 1o, 1731:

.- ‘i EI
i
a
;?
|

I your ramble was on horfeback, I am glad

of it on account of your health ; but T know
your arts of patching wp a journey between
ftage-coaches and friends coaches : for you are
as-arrant a L(;.,iiiiC. 7-as any hofier in Cheapfide.
One clean thirt with two cravats, and as many
handkerchicfs, make up. your: equipage ; and
as for a night-gown, it is clear from domer,
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¢ His ludicrous prediétion

very much to his difhonours
Was, lnce his death, and | fe

|
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.t l'JL‘{l fulfilled,

that
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that Agamemnon rofe without one. I have of-

T2
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ten had it in my head to put it into yours, that
you ought to have fome great work in {cheme,
which may take up feven years to finifh, be-
fides two or three under-ones, that may add
another thoufand pound to your ftock; and
then I fhall be in lefs pain about you. Iknow
you can find dinners, but you love twelve-
penny coaches too well, without confidering
that the intereft of a whole thoufand pounds
brings you but half a crown a day. I find a
greater longing than ever to come amongft you;;
and reafon good, when I am teazed with Dukes
and Duchefies for a vifit, all my demands com-
ply’d with, and all excufes cut off. You re-
member, O happy Don Quixote ! Queens
“ held his horfe, and Duchefics pulled off his
¢ armour,” or fomething to that pul‘pof}:. He
was a mean-{pirited fellow ; I can {ay ten times
more ; O happy, &c. fuch a Duchefs was de-

figned to attend him, and fuch a Duke invited

-

him to command his Palace. Nuam i/ n; rep
ceteros memorare nolo, bominum mendicabula
go read your Plautus, and obferve :;tlobﬁm va~

st

poring after he had found the pot of gold.—1

will have nothing to do with that Lady: I have
long hated her on your account

£s
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, and the more,
becaufe you are fo forgiving as not to hate her;
however, fhe has good qualities enough to make

e
Q her




e e .
S e s

[
Pl

= o

o

194 - LE¥Y T-ERS TTO-AND

her efteemed ; but not one grain of feeling. 1
only wifh {he were a fool.—I have been feveral
months writing near five hundred lines on a
pleafant {ubject, only to tell what my friends
and enemies will fay on me after T am dead?,
I fhall finith it foon, for I add two lines every
week, and blot out four, and altet eight. I
have brought in you and my other friends, as
well as enemtes and detra&ors.—It is a oreat
comfort to {ce how corruption and ill conduct
are inflrumental in uniting Virtuous perfons and
Lovers of their country of all denominations
Whig and Tory, High and Low-church, as foon
as they are left to think freely, all joining in
opinion. If this be difaffetion, pray God fend
me always among the difaffeGted! and T hear-
tily with you joy of your fcurvy treatment at
Court, which hath given you leifure to culti-
vate both public and private Virtue, neither of
them likely to be foon met with within the
walls of St. James’s or Weftminfter, But I
muit here difmifs you, that I may pay my ac-
knowledgments to the Duke for the great ho-
wur he hath done me.
My Lord,

I could have fworn that my Pride would be

always able to preferve me from Vanity; of

s T

* T'his has been publifhed, 4nd is amongft the beft of his
poems,

& which
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which I have been in great danger to be guilty
for fome months paft, firft by the conduct of
my Lady Duchefs, and now by that of your
Grace, which had like to finith the work :
And I thould have certainly gone about fthew-
ing my letters under the charge of fecrecy to
every blab of my acquaintance ; if I could have
the leaft hope of prevailing on any of them to
believe that a man in fo obfcure a corner, quite
thrown out of the prefent world, and within
a few fteps of the next, thould receive fuch
condefcending invitations, from two fuch per-
fons, to whom he is an utter {tranger, and who
know no more of him than what they have
heard by the partial reprefentations of a friend.
But in the mean time, I muft defire your Grace
not to flatter yourfelf, that I waited for Your
Confent to accept the invitation. I muft be ig-
nerant indeed not to know, that the Duchefs,
ever fince you met, hath been moft politickly
employ’d in encreafing thofe forces, and fharp-
ning thofe arms with which fhe fubdued you
at firft, and to which, the braver and the wifer
you grow, you will more and more fubmit.
Thus I knew myfelf on the fecure fide, and
it was a mere piece of good manners to infert
that claufe, of which you have taken the ad-
vantage. But as I cannot forbear informing
your Grace that the Duche(s’s great fecret in

O 2 her
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her art of government, hath been to reduce
buth your wills into one ; {fo I am content, mn
due oblervance to the forms of the world, to
return my moft humble thanks to your Grace
for {o great a favour as you are pleafed to of-
fer me, and which nothing but impoffibilities
fhall prevent me from receiving, fince I am,
with the greateft reafon, truth, and refpect, my
Lord, your Grace’s moft obedient, &c.

Madam,

I have confulted all the learned in occult
fciences of my acquaintance, and have fate up
eleven nights to difcover the meaning of thofe
two hieroglyphical lines in your Grace’s hand
at the bottom of the laft Aimibury letter, but
all in vain. Only ’tis agreed, that the language
is Coptic, and a very profound Behmift affures
me, ‘the ftyle is poetic, containing an invita-
tion from a very great perfon of the female fex
to a ftrange kind of man whom fhe never faw ;
and this is all I can find, which after {o many
former invitations, will ever confirm me in that
refpect, wherewith T am, Madam, your Grace’s
moft obedient, &c.

LETTER
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L ES 9sbhaR V]
M. Gay to Dr. SwirT.

Decemb. 1, 1731.

QU ws'd to cmnplain that Mr. Pope and
I would not let you fpeak: you may now
be even with me, and take it out in writing. If
you don’t fend to me now and then, the poft-
office will think me of no confequence, for I
have no correfpondent but you. You may keep
as far from us as you pleafe, you cannot be for-
gotten by thofc who ever knew you, and there-
fore pleale me by fometimes {thewing that I
am not forgot by you. 1 [ have nothing to take
me off from my friendfhip to you: I {eek no
1ew ncquumtht-.zu, and court nofavour ; I {pend
no fhillings in coaches or chairs to levees or
great uhis, and, as I don’t want the affiftance
of fome that I formerly convers'd with, I will
not fo much as {feem to feck to be a depend-
ant. Asto my {tudies, I have not been en-
tirely idle, though I cannot fay that I have yet
perfected any i’ia*m What I have done 1s
fomething in the way of thole i'":l"; les I have al-
ready publifh’d. All the money I gtt is by fav-
ing, {o that by habit there may be fome hop&
(if I grow richer) of my becoming a mifer. All
O 3 mifers
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mifers have their excufes; the motive to my
parfimony is independance. If I were to be
reprefented by the Duchefs (the is fucha down-
right niggard for me) this chara&er might not
be allow’d me ; but I really think I am cove-
tous enough io: any who lives at the court-end
of the town, and who is as poor as myfelf: for
[ don’t pretend that I am equally faving with

S—k, Mr. Lewis defired you might be told
that he hath five pounds of vours'in his hands,
which he fancies you may have forgot, for he
will hardly allow that a Verfe-man can have
juft knowledge of his own affairs,  'When you
oot rid of your lay fmfuit, I was in hopes that
you had got your own, and was free from every
vexation of the law ; but Mr. Pope tells me you
are not entirely out of:,ouz' perplexity, though
you have the fecurity now in your own pof-
feffion ; but ftill your cafe is not fo bad as Cap-
2in Guﬂh-‘cr’s, who was ruined by having a de-
cree for him with cefts. 1 have had an injunc-
tion for me againtt pirating-bookfellers, which
i am {ure to get nothing by, and will, I fear,
in the end drain me of fome money. - When I
began this profecution, I fancy’d there would
be fome Ln& of it ; but the law flill goes on,
and ’tis probable T {hall fome time or other fce
an Attorney’s bill as Lmmr as the Book. Poor

Duke D-mw is dead, and hath left what he

had
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had among his friends, among whom are Lord
Bolingbroke 500/. Mr. Pelham 500/ Sir
WilliamWyndham’s youngeft fon, 500/, Gen,
Hill, so0 /. Lord Maflam’s fon, 500.

You have the good wifhes of thofe I con-
verfe with ; they know they gratify me, when
they remember you ; but I really think they
do it purely for your own fake. I am fa-
tished with the love and friendthip of good
men, and envy not the demerits of thofe who
are moft confpicuoufly diftinguifh’d. There-
fore as I fet a juft value upon your friendfhip,
you cannot pleafe me more than letting me now
and then know that you remember me (the on-
ly fatisfaction of diftant friends!)

P. S. Mr. Gay’s is a good letter; mine will
be a very dull one; and yet what you will think
the wortt of it, is what fhould be itsexcufe, that
1 write in a head-ach that has lafted three days.
I am never ill but I think of your ailments, and
repine that they mutually hinder our being
together : tho’ in one point I am apt to differ
from you, for you thun your friends when you
are in thofe circumftances, and I defire them ;
your way is the more generous, mine the more
tender.  Lady—took your letter very kindly,
for I had prepared her to expec no anfwer un-
der a twelve-month; but kindnefs perhaps is

O 4 a word
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a word not applicable to courtiers, However
the is an extraordinary woman there, who will
do you common juftice. For God’s fake why
all this fcruple about Lord B- 's keeping
your horfes, who has a park; or about my keep-

Ing you on a pint of wine a du We are infi-
nitely richer than you imagine; John Gay fhall
help me to entertain. you, tho’ you come like
Kiﬂﬂ‘ Lear with ﬁﬁ'\? kl]i“‘htﬂ-——'—ri‘;o’ fuch pro-
fpc&s as I wifh, cannot niow be formed for: fix-
mng you with us, time tay provide better be-
fcnc you part again: the old Lord may die, the
benefice may drop op, or, at worft, you may carry

e into I:Ll ind. You will fee a work of Lord
B 's and one of mine ; which, with a juft
neglect of the prefent age, conful t only pu"%c-
rity ; and, with a noble fcorn of politics, afpire
to philefophy. I am glad you refolve to med-
dle no more with the low concerns and interedts
of Parties, even of Countries (for Countries
are but larger parties) Quid verum atque decens,
curare, et wrogare, noflrum fit. 1 am much
pleafed with your defign upon Rochefoucault’s
maxim, pray finith it*. I am happy whenever
you join our names together : fo would Dr. Ar-
L‘mhnot be, but at this time he can be pleas'd

i e e e
th nothing: for his darling fon is dying in

The Poem on his own death , formed upon a maxim of
g\g’ j yucauit,
all
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all probability, by the melancholy account I re-
ceived this morning.

The paper you afk me about is of little va-
fue. It might have been a {eafonable fatire
upon the fcandalous language and paffion with
which men of condition have ftoop’d to treat
one another : furely they facrifice too much to
the people, when they {acrifice their own cha-
racters, families, &c. to the diverfion of that
rabble of readers. I agree with you in my
contempt of moft popularity, fame, &c. even
as a writer I am cool in it, and whenever you
fee what I am now writing, you’ll be convinced
I would pleafe but a few, and (if I could)
make mankind lefs Admirers, and greater Rea-
foners °. I ftudy much more to render myown
portion of Being eafy, and to keep this peevith
frame of the human body in good humour. In-
firmities have not quite unmann’d me, and it
will delight you to hear they are not increas’d,
tho’ not diminith’d. I thank God, I do not
very much want people to attend me, tho’ my
Mother now cannot. When I am fick, I lie
down 3 when I am better; I rife up: I am ufed
to the head-ach, &c. If greater pains arrive,

* The Poem he means is l {pite of him admire his poe-
the Effay on Man. But he ‘ try, and would not under-

could never compafs hisPur- | ftand his r':*nﬁ.u!ng.
poft : His readers would in |

(fuch
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(fuch as my late rheumatifm) the fervants bathe
and plafter me, or the furgeon fcarifies me, and
I bear it, becaufe I muft, This is the evil of
Nature, not of Fortune. I am juft now as
well as when you was here: I pray God you
were no worfe, I ﬁuccreiy with my life were
pait near you, and, fuch as it is, I would not
repine at it,—All you mention remember you,
and wifh you here,

e ——————— e R et ————
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Dr.SwirT to Mr. Gav,

=

Dublin, May 4, 1

Am now as lame as when you writ your
letter, and almoft as lame as your letter it-
felf, for want of that imb from my Lady Du-
chefs, which you promis’d, and without which
I wonder how it could limp hither. T am not
in a condition to make a true ftep even on Aimf{-
bury Downs, and I declare that a corporeal falfe
ftep is worfe than a political one ; nay worfe
than a thoufand political ones, for which I ap-
eal to Courts and Minifters, who hobble on
nd profper, without the fenfe of feeling. To
talk of riding and walking is infulting me, for
I can as foon fly as do either, It i your pride
or
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or lazinefs, more than chair-hire, that makes
the town expenfive. No honour is loft by
walking in the dark; and in the day, you may
beckon a black-guard-boy under a gate, near
your vifiting place, (experto crede) fave eleven
pence, and get half a crown’s worth of health.
The worft of my prefent misfortune is, that I
eat and drink, and can digeft neither for want of
exercife ; and, toencreafe my mifery, the knaves
are fure to find me at home, and make huge
void {paces in my cellars. I congratulate with
you, for lofing your Great acquaintance ; in
fuch a cafe, philofophy teaches that we muft
fubmit, and be content with Good ones. I
like Lord Cornbury’s refufing his penfion, but
I'demur at his being elected for Oxford ; which,
I conceive, is wholly changed ; and entirely de-
voted to new principles; fo it appeared to me
the two laft times I was there.

I find by the whole caft of your letter, that
you are as giddy and as volatile as ever, juft
the reverfe of Mr. Pope, who hath always loved
a domeftic life from his youth. I was going
to wifh you had fome little place that you could
call your own, but, I profefs, I do not know you
well enough to contrive any one fyftem of life
that would pleafe you. You pretend to preach
up riding and walking to the Dutchefs, yet, from
my knowledge of you after twenty years, you

always *




s W e S i e

= - - e St e
S it e — R —— =

2044 LETTERS TO AND

always joined -a violent defire of perpetually
fhifting places and company, with a rooted la-
zinefs, and an utter impatience of fatigue. A
coach and fix horfes is the utmoft exercife you
can bear, and. this only when you can fill it
with: {uch company as is beft fuited to your
tafte, and how glad would you be if it could
walt you in the air to avoid jolting? while I,
w}.m am f{o much later in life, can, or at leaft
could, ride goo miles ona trottin ng horfe. You
mortally hate writing, only i;-z_umic it 15 the
thing you chiefly ought todo; as well to keep
up the vogue you h'-“n, in the world, as to make
you ealy Iin your fortune : Youare merciful to
every thing but money, your beft friend, whom
you treat with inhumanity. Be affured, I will
hire people to watch all your motions, and to
return: me a faithful account. Tell me, have
you cured your Abfence of mind ? can you at-
tend to trifles ? can you at Aimfbury write do-
meftic libels to divert the family and necigh-
bouring {quires for five miles round ? or ven-
ture fo far on horfeback, without apprehend-
ing a ftumble at every ftep ? can you fet the
foot-men a ]ﬂuﬂhmﬁ' as m} wailt- at- dinner ¢
and de the Duchefs’s women admire your wit?
in what efteem are you with the Vicar of the
parifh ? can you play with him at ba ck-gam-
non ! have the farmers found out that 3 you can=

4=
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not diftinguifh rye from barley, or an oak from
a crab-tree 3 You are fenfible that I know the
full extent of your country fkill is in fithing
for Roaches, or Gudgeons at the higheit.

I love to do you good offices with your
friends, and therefore defire you will thow this
letter to the Duchefs, to improve her Grace’s
good opinion' of your qualifications, and con-
vince her how ufeful you are like to be in the fa-
mily. Her Grace fhall have the honour of my
correfpondence again when fhe goes to Aim{-
bury. Hear a piece of Irith news, I buried
the famous General Meredyth’s father laft night
in my Cathedral, he was ninety-fix years old :
{o that Mrs. Pope may live feven years longer.
You faw Mr. Pope in health, pray is he gene-
rally more healthy than when I was amongft
you ? I would know how your own health 1,
and how much wine you drink ina day ? My
ftint in company is a pint at noon, and half as
much at night, but I'often dine at home like
a hermit, and then I drink little or none at all.
Yet I differ from you, for I would have fo-
ciety, if I could get what I like, people of mid-
dle underftanding, and middle rank, Adieu.

LETIFER
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Dublin, July 10, 1732.

Had your letter by Mr. Ryves a long time

after the date, for I fuppofe he ftayed long
in the way. I am glad you determine upon
fomething; there is no writing I efteem more
than Fables, nor any thing {o difficult to fuc-
ceed in, which however you have done ex-
cellently well, and I have often admir’d your
happinefs in fuch a kind of performances which
I have frequently endeavour’d at in vain. I
remember I acted as you feem to hint; I found
a Moral firft and ftudied for a Fable, but could
do nothing that pleafed me, and fo left off that
{cheme for ever. I remember one, which was
to reprefent what {coundrels rife in Armies by
a long War, wherein I fuppos’d the Lion was
engaged, and having loft all his animals of
worth, at laft Serjeant Hog came to be Briga-
deer, and Corporal Afs a Colonel, &c, I agree
with you likewife about getting fomething
by the ftage, which, when it fucceeds, is the
beft crop for poetry in England : But, pray, take
fome new fcheme, quite different from any
thing you have already touched. The prefent

humour of the players, who hardly (as I was
told
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told in Lnn lon) regard any new plaw‘ and your
pzc' fituation at he Court, are the difficul-
ties to bc overcome ; but thofe circumftances

1

may have altered (at leaft the former) fince I
left you. My fcheme was to pafs a month at
Aimfbury, and then go to Twickenham, and
live 2 winter between that and Dawley, and
fometimes at Rifkins, without going to Lon-
don, where I now can have no occafional lodg-
ings: But I am not yet in any condition for
fuch removals. I would fain have you get
enough againft you grow old, to have two or
thn.e: fervants about you and a convenient
houfe. It is hard to want thofe fubfidia fenec-
futr, when a man grows hard to pleafe, and
few people care whether he be pleafed or no.
I have a large houfe, yet I thould hardly pre-
vail to find one vifiter, if I were not able to
hire him with a bottle of wine: fo that, when
I am not abroad on horfeback, I ”61'1\_1311" dine
alone, and am thankful, if a muld “111 pafs
the evening with me. I am now with the re-
mainder of my pint before me, and fo here’s
your health — and the fecond and chief is to
my Tunbridge acquaintance, my Lady Du-
chefs — and T tell you that I fear my Lord
Bolingbroke and M., Pope (a couple of Philo-
iok,hu ) would ftarve me, for‘even of port
wine I thould require half a pint a day, and as

much
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much at night: and you were growing as bad,
unlefs your Duke and Duchefs have mended
you. Your colic 1s owing to intemperance of
the philofophical kind; you eat without care,
and if you drink lefs than I, you drink too little.
But your Inattention I cannot pardon, becaufe
I imagined the caufe was removed, for I
thought it lay in your forty millions of fchemes
by Court-hopes and Court-fears. Yet Mr.
Pope has the fame defe@, and it is of all
others the meft mortal to converfation; neither
1s my Lord Bolingbroke untinged with it: all
for want of my rule, Vive la bagatelle! but
the Doctor is the King of Inattention. What
a vexatious life fhould I lead among you? If
the Duchefs be a reveufe, 1 will never come to
Aimfbury; or, if I do, I will run away from
you both, to one of her women, and the
{fteward and chaplain.

Madam,

I mentioned fomething to Mr. Gay of a
Tunbridge-acquaintance, whom we forget of
courfe when we return to town, and yet I am
affured that if they meet again next fummer,
they have a better title to refume their com-
merce, Thus I look on my right of corre-
fponding with your Grace to be better efta-
blith’d upon your return to Aimfbury; and I

{hall
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fhall at this time defcend to forget, or at leaft
{fulpend my refentments of your neglect al Il the
time you were in London. I ftill Ia_u:') in my
hu.[L, tnht Me. ( l“Jr lluj. no i)x)siﬂ turmed 018
back, than you left the place in his letter void
which he had Cnn"mand d you to fill: though
your guilt confounded you fo far, that you
1-‘-;:111"::& prefence of mind to blo
line, where that command ftared you in the

= P
“:"

face.- But it is my misfortune to qu mfl with
all my ‘1analﬂt¢.1f_e and always come by the
worft; and fortune is ever "vwnﬁ me, bat ne-
ver fo much as by purfuing me out of mere
partiality to your Grace, for which you are to
anfwer. By your comnivance, fhe hath pleaf=
ed, by one ftumble on the ftairs, to give me a
lamenefs that fix months have not been able
perfectly to cure: and thus I am prevented
from revenging myfelf by cont r-ms:;—}; a month
at Aimibury, and bree dm’r confufion in your
Grace’s family. No dhapim intment through
my whole life hath been fo vexatious by many
degrees; and God knows whether I fhall ever
live to {ee the invifible Lady to-whom I was
obliged for fo many favours, :mci whom 1 ne-~
ver beheld fince the was a bratt in hanging-
fleeves. 1 am, and fhall bz ever, with the
mw.ef’[ rfpr& and gratitude, Madam, your

f;mc.. s moft obedient, and mu humble, 5-:
I LT ER
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Dublin, Aug. 12, 1732,

Know not what to fay to the account of

your ftewardfhip, and it is monftrous to me
that the South-fea fhould pay half their debts
at one clap. But I will fend for the money
when you put me into the way, for I fhall
want it here, my affairs being in a bad condi-
tion by the miferies of the kingdom, and my
own private fortune being wholly embroiled,
and worfe than ever; fo that I {hall {foon peti-
tion the Duchefs, as an obje@ of charity, to
lend me three or four thoufand pounds to keep
up my dignity. My one hundred pound will
buy me fix hogtheads of wine, which will fup-
port me a year; provife frugis in annum Copia,
Horace defired no more; for I will conftrue
Jrugis to be wine.  You are young enough to
get fome lucky hint, which muft come by
chance, and it thall be a thing of importance,
quod & bunc in annum vivat & in plures, and
you fhall not finifh it in hafte, and it thall be
diverting, and ufefully fatirical, and the Du-
chefs fhall be your critic; and betwixt you and
me, I do not find the will grow weary of you
till this time feven years, I had lately an offer

5 {0
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to change for an Englith living, which is juft
too fhort by 300/ a year: and that muft be
made up out of the Duchefs’s pin-money be-
fore I can confent. I want to be Minifter of
Aimfbury, Dawley, Twickenham, Rifkins,
and Prebendary of Weftminfter, elfe I will
not ftir a ftep, but content mylelf with making
the Duchefs miferable three months next fums=
mer. But I keep ill company: I mean the
Duchefs and you, who are both out of favour;
and fo I find am I, by a few verfes wherein
Pope and you have your parts.  You hear Dr.
D y has got a wife with 1600/, a year; I,
who am his governor, eannot take one under two
thoufand ; I with you would enquire of fuch a
oné in your neighbourhood. See what it is to
write godly books! I profefs I envy you above
all men in England; you want nothing but
three thoufand pounds more, to keep you in

plenty when your friends grow weary of you,
To prevent which laft evil at Aimfbury, you
muft learn to domineer and be peevith, to find
fault with their victuals and drink, to chide and
dire¢t the fervants, with fome other lefions,
which I thall teach you, and always practifed
myfelf with fuccefs. I believe I formerly de-
fired to know whether the Vicar of . Aim{bury
can play at back-gammon? pray afk him the
queftion, and give him my fervice.

Pz ‘Tﬁ
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To the _D._f,:cfiﬁ_}”}.
Madam,

I was the moft unwary creature in the world,
when, againft my old maxims, I writ firfk
you upfm }ourmfum to Tunbndge. I beg that
this condefcenfion of mine may go no fa 1thcr
and that you will not pretend to make a prece-
dent of it. I never knew any man cured of any
Inattention, although the pretended caufes were
removed.  When I was with Mr. Gay laft 1n
London, talking with him on fome poetical
{ubjects, he would anfwer; “ Well, I am de-
““ termined not to accept the employment of
¢ Gentleman-uther:” and of the fame difpo-
fition were all my poetical friends, and if you
cannot cure him, I utterly defpair.— As to
yourfelf, I will fay to you (though comparifons
beodious) what I faid to the —; that your qua-
dity thould be never any ‘motive of efteem to
me: My compliment was then loft, but it will
not be fo to you. For I know you more by
any one of your letters than I could by fix
months converfing. Your pen is always more
natural and fincere’ and unaffeGted than your
tongue; in writing you are too lazy to give
yourfelf ﬂu trouble of actinga part, and have
indeed alted fo mdltu._et"y Eh'u I have you at
mercy ; and although:you fhould arrive to fuch
a height
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a height of immorality as to deny your hand;
yet, whenever I produce it, the world will unite
in {wearing this'muft come from you only.

I will anfwer your queftion. Mr. Gay is
not difcreet enough to live alone, but he is too
difcreet to live alone; and yet (unlefs you mend
him) he will live alonc even in your Grace’s
company. Your quarrelling with each other
upon the fubject of bread and butter, is the
moft ufual thing in the world; Parliaments,
Courts, Cities, and Kingdoms quarrel for no
other caufé; from hence, and from hence only
arife all the quarrels between Whig and To-
ry; between thofe who are in the Miniftry;
and thofe who are out; between all pretenders
to employment in the Church, the Law, and
the Army: even the common proverb teaches
you this, when we fay, It is none of my bread
and butter, meaning it is no bufinefs of mine:
Therefore I defpair of any reconcilement be-
ween you till the affair of bread and butter be
adjufted, wherein I would gladly be a media-
tor. If Mahomet fthould come to the moun-
tain, how happy would an excellent lady be,
wha lives a few miles from this town? As 1
was telling of Mr. Gay’s way of living at
Aimibury, fhe offer’d fifty guineas to hm-’c‘you
both at her houfe for one hour over a bottle of
Burgundy, which we were then drinking. To

P your
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your queftion I anfwer, that your Grace thould
pull me by the fleeve till you tore it off, and
when you faid you were weary of me, I would
pretend to be deaf, and think (according to an-
other proverb) that you tore my cloaths to keep
me from going, I never will believe one word
you fay of my Lord Duke, unlefs I {ee three
or four lines in his own hand at the bottom of
yours, I have a concern in the whole family,
and Mr. Gay muft give me a particular ac-
count of every branch, for I am not afthamed
of you tho’ you be Duke and Duchefs; tho’ 1
have been of others who are, &c, and I do
not doubt but even your own fervants love you, -
even down to your pottilions; and when I
come to Aimibury, before I fee yout Grace I
will have an hour’s converfation with the Vicar,
who will tell me how familiarly you talk to
Goody Dobfon and all the neighbours, as if
you were their equal, and that you were god-
mother to her fon Jacky.

I 'am, and fhall be ever, with the greateft re-
{pet, your Grace’s moft obedient, &c.

LEXTTER
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Dublin, O&. 3, 1731.

Ufually write to friends after a paufe of a
few weeks, that I may not interrupt them

in better company, better thoughts, and better
diverfions. I believe, I have told you of a great
Man, who faid to me, that he never once in his
life receiv’d a good letter from Ireland: for
which there are reafons enough without affront-
ing our underftandings. For there is not one
perfon out of this country, who regards any
events that pafs here, unlefs he hath an eftate
or-employment, — I cannot tell that you or I
ever gave the leaft provocation to the prefent
Miniftry, and much lefs to the Court; and yet
I am ten times more out of favour than you.
For my own part, I do not fee the politic of
opening common letters, directed to perfons
generally known: for a man’s underftanding
would be very weak to convey fecrets by the
poft, if he knew any, which, I declare, I do
not: and befides I think the world is already fo
well informed by plain events, that I queftion
whether the Minifters have any fecrets at all.
Neither would I be under any apprehenfion if
a letter thould be fent me full of treafon; be-
caufe I cannot hinder people from writing what
% they
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they pleafe, nor fending it to me; and although
it thould be difcover’d to have been open’d be-
fore it came to my hand, I would only burn it
and think no further, I approve of the {cheme
you have to grow fomewhat richer, though, I
agree, you will meet with aifcouragements;
and it is reafonable you thould, confidering
vhat kind of pens are at this time only em-
ployed and encouraged. For you muft allow
that the bad painter was in the right, who, hav-
ing painted a cock, drove away all the cocks
and hens and even the chickens, for fear thofe
who paffed by his thop might make a compa-
rifon with his work. And I will fay one thing
n fpite of the Poft-officers, that fince Wit and
Learning began to be made ufe of in our king-
doms, they were never profefledly thrown
afide, contemned, and punifhed, till within
your own memory ; nor Dulnefs and Igno-
rance ever {o openly encouraged and promoted.
Inanfwer to what you fay of my living among
you, if I cenld do it to my eafe; perhaps you
have heard of a fcheme for an exchange in
Berkthire propofed by two of our friends; but,
befides the difficulty of adjufling  certain cir-
cumftances, it would not anfwer, T4 at a
time of life that feeks eafe and independence;;
yow'll hear my reafons when you fee thole
friends, and I concluded them with faymng;

That
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That I would rather be a freeman among
flaves, than a flave among freemen. The dig-
nity of my prefent ftation damps the pertnefs
of inferior puppies and {quires, which, without
plenty and eafe on your fide the channel, would
break my heart ina month.

R A
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See what 1t 1s to live where I do. T am ut-
terly ignorant of that fame Strado del Poe; an

yet, if that Auathor be againit lending or giving

money, I cannot but thml{. hima ﬁood \_,Ollltlu ;
which, T am fure, your Grace is not, no not fo
much as to be a Maid of honour. For I am
certainly informed, that you are neither a free-
thinker, nor can {ell bargains; that you can
neither fpell, nor talk, nor write, nor think
tilke a Courtier ; than you pretend to be refpect-
ed for qualities which have been out of fathion
ever fince you were almoft in your cradle ; that
your contempt for a fine E‘}-“tticz'}:;* 1s an infallible
mark ui u'-::_:‘lid on; which is further confirm-
ed by your ill talte for Wit, in preferring two
poets before Duck or Cibber.
Befides, you fpell in fuch a manner as no court-
lady can read, and write in fuch an old-fathion-

ed ftyle; as none of them can underftand. —

Al

o |
111
h”! mi}lmn' i

.
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Y ou nCC'd not be in pain about Mr. Gay’ y’s ftock
of health, I promife you he will {pend 1t all

H‘IL‘J.JH
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upon lazinefs, and run deep in debt by a win-
ter’s repofe in town; therefore I entreat your
Grace will order him to move his chops lefs and
his legs more for the fix cold months, elfe he
will {pend all his money in phyfic and coach-
hire. I am in much perplexity about your
Grace’s declaration, of the manner in which
you difpofe what you call your love and refped,
which, you fay, are not paid to Merit but to
your own Humour. Now, Madam, my mif-
fortune is, that I have nothing to plead but
abundance of Merit, and therc goes an ugly
obfervation, that the Humour of ladies is apt
to change. Now, Madam, if I fhould go to
Aimibury with a great load of merit, and your
Grace happen to be out of humour, and will
not purchafe my merchandize at the price of
your refped, the goods may be damaged, and
no body elfe will take them of my hands. Be-
fides, you have declared Mr. Gay to hold the
firft part, and I but the fecond ; which is hard
treatment, fince I fhall be the neweft acquaint-
ance by fome years; and I will appeal to all the
reft of your fex, whether fuch an innovation
ought to be allowed? I thould be ready to fay
in the common forms, that T was much obliged
to the Lady who with’d fhe could give the beft
living, &c. if 1 did not vehemently fufpeét it
was the very fame Lady who {poke many

things
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things to me in the fame ftyle, and alfo with
regard to the gentleman at your elbow when
you writ, whofe Dupe he was, as well as of
her Waiting-woman ; but they were both ar-
rant knaves, as I told him and a third friend,
though they will not believe it to this day. I
defire to prefent my moft humble refpects to
my Lord Duke, and with my heartieft prayer
for the profperity of the whole family, remain
your Grace’s, &c.

| G Sl bk s T R 5B U
To Mr. Poprs.

Dublin, June 12, 1732.

Doubt, habit hath little power to reconcile
us with ficknefs attended by pain. With
me, the lownefs of fpirits hath a moft unhappy
effect ; 1 am grown lefs patient with folitude,
and harder to be pleas’d with company ; which
I could formerly better digeft, when I could
be eafier without it than at prefent. As to fend-
ing you any thing that I have written fince I
left you (either verfe or profe) I can only fay,
that I have order’d by my Will, that all my
Papers of any kind fhall be deliver’d you to dif-
pofe of as you pleafe. I have feveral things
that




220 EETFTIERS TO/AND

that I have had {chemes to finifh, or to attempt,
but I very foolifhly put off the trouble, as fin-
ners.do their repentance : for I grow every day
more averfe from writing, which is very na-
tural, and, when I take a pen, fay to myfelf a {

=
=T = se e = :
— = = =

thoufand times, 7oz ¢ff fanti. = As to thofe pa-
pers of four or five years paft, that you are
pleas’d to require foon ; they confift of little
accidental things writ in the country ; family |
amufements, never intended further than to f
divert ourfelves and fome neighbours : or fome

R —S=o
i e
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effeéts of anger on Public Grievances here,
which would be infignificant out of this king-

L
13

dom. Two or three of us had a fancy, three

years ago, to write a Weekly paper, and call it
an Intelligencer. But it continued not long;
for the wholeVolume (it was re-printed in Lon-
don, and, I find, you have {een it) was the work
only of two, myfelf and Dr. Sheridan, If we
could have got fome ingenious young man to
have been the manager, who fhould have pub-
lithed all that might be fent to him, it might
have continued longer, for there were hints
enough. But the Printer here could not afford
fuch a young man one farthing for his trouble,
the fale being fo fmall, and the price one half-
penny; and fo it dropt. In the Volume you
faw (to.anf{wer your queftions) the 1, 3, 5, 7,
were mine. Of the §th T'writ only the Verles,

(very

e e e




FROM Dr. SWIFT, cte. 221

{very uncorrect, but againft a fellow we all
hated) the gth mine, the 1oth only the Verfes,
and of thofe not the four: laft flovenly lines ;
the 15th is a Pamphlet of mine printed before
with Dr. Sh—’s Preface, merely for lazinefs
not to difappoint the town ; and fo was the
1gth, which contains only a parcel of facts re-
lating purely to the miferies of Ireland, and
wholly ufelefs and unentertaining. As to other
things of wine fince I left you ; there are in
profe a View of the State of Ireland ; a Project
for eating Children ; and a Defence of Lord

Carteret 5 in verfe a Libel on Dr. D and
Lord Carteret ; a Letter to Dr. D on the

Libels writ againft him ; the Barrack (a {tolen
Copy) the Lady’s Journal ; the Lady’s Drefs-
ing-room (4 ftolen Copy) the Plea of the
Damn’d (a ftolen Copy;) all thefe have beea
printed in London. ( Iforgot to tell you that the
Tale of Sir Ralph was fent from England.) Be-
fides thefe there are five or fix (perhaps more)
Papets of Verfes writ in the North, but per-
fec Family-things, two or three of which may
be tolerable ; the reft but indifferent, and the
humour only local, and fome that would give
offence to the times. Such as they are, I will
bring them, tolerable or bad, if I recover this
lamenefs, and live long enough to {ee you ei-
ther here or there. 1 forget again to tell you,

that
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that the Scheme of paying Debts by a Tax on
Vices, is not one {yllable mine, but of a ‘oung
Clergy-man whom I countenance ; he told me
it was built upon a paffage in Gulliver, where
a Projetor hath fomething upon the fame
Thought. This young Man is the moft hope-
ful we have : a beok of his Poems was printed
in London; Dr. D 18 one of his Patrons:
he is marry’d and has children, and makes up
about 100 /. a year, on which he lives decent-
ly. The utmoft ftretch of his ambition is, to
gather up as much fuperfluous money as will
give him a fight of you, and half an hour of
your prefence 5 after which he will return home
in full fatisfaction, and in proper time die In
peace.

My poetical fountain is drain’d, and I pro-
fels, I grow gradually fo dry, that a Rhime with
me is almoft as hard to find as a Guinea ; and
even Profe {peculations tire me almoft as much.
Yet I have a thing in profe, begun above twen-
ty-cight years ago, and almoft finifh’d. It will
make a four-fhilling Volume, and is fuch a
perfection of folly, that you fhall never hear of
it till it is printed, and then you fhall be left to
guefs ®.  Nay I have another of the fame age,
which will require a long time to perfed, and
1s worfe than the former, in which I will ferve

= Polite Converfation.
yOU
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you the fame way. I heard lately from Mr.—,
who promifes to be lefs lazy in order to mend
his fortune. But women who live by their
beauty, and men by their wit, are {fcldom pro-
vident enough to confider that both Wit and
Beauty will go off with years, and there is no
living upon the credit of what 1s patt.

I am in great concern to hear of my Lady
Bolingbroke’s ill health returned upon her, and,
I doubt, my Lord will find Dawley too folitary
without her. In that, neither he nor you are
companions young enough for me, and, I be-
lieve, the beft part of the reafon why men are
faid to grow children when they are old, is
bécaufe they cannot entertain themfelves with
thinking ; which is the very cafe of little boys
and girls, who love to be noify among their
play-fellows. T am told Mrs. Pope is without
pain, and I have not heard of a more gentle
decay, without uneafinefs to herfelf or friends ;
yet I cannot but pity you, who are ten times
the greater {ufferer, by having the perfon you
moft love, {o long before you, and dying daily ;

and I pray God it may not affe® your mind or
your health,

EETTER




224 LEBEETERS T O -AND

B DS R RER TN SN e
“Mr. PorE to Dr.SwirT.

I_):’.’.C. s 1732,

T is nota time to complain that you have
not anfwered me two letters (in the laft of
which T was impatient under fome fears:) It is
not now indeed a time to think of myfelf,
when one of the neareft and longeft tyes I have
ever had, is broken all on a fudden, by the
unexpected death of poor Mr. Gay. An in-
flammatory fever hurried him out of this life in
three days. He died laft night at nine o’clock,
not deprived of his fenfes entirely at laft, and
poffeffing them perfectly till within five hours.
He afked of you a few hours before, when
in acute torment by the inflammation in his
bowels and breaft. His effe@s are in the Duke
of Queentbury’s cuftody. His fifters, we fup-
pofe, will be his heirs, who are two widows ;
as yet it 1s not known whether or no he left a
will, —Good God | how often are ‘we to die
before we go quite off this ftage ? In every friend
a ¢ On my dear friend | ¢ fome Misfortune.”” [This
¢ Mr. Gay’s death: Re- | note is indors’d on the ori-
¢¢ ceived December 15, but | ginal letter in Br. Swift’s

“¢ not read till the 20th, by | hand.]

“ an Impulfe, foreboding

we
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we lofe a part of ourfelves, and the beft part,
God keep thofe we have left ! few are worth
praying for, and one’s {elf the leaft of all.

I {hall never fee you now, I believe ; one of
your principal calls to England is atan end.
Indeed he was the moft amiable by far, his
qualities were the gentleft ; but I love you as
well and as irmly. Would to God the man
we have loft had not been {o amiable, nor {o
good ! but that’s a with for our own fakes, not
for his.- Sure if Innocence and Integrity can
deferve Happinefs, it muft be his. Adieu,
I can add nothipg to what you will feel, and
diminifh nothing from it. Yet write to me,
and foon. Believe no man now living loves
you better, I believe no man ever did, thar

A. Ports.

Dr. Arbuthnot, whofe humanity you know,
heartily commends himfelf to you. All pofli-
ble diligence and affection has been thown, and
continued attendance on this melancholy occa-
fion. Once more adieu, and write to  one
who is truly difconfolate.

Dear Sir,
I'am forry that the renewal of our corre{pon-
dence thould be upon fuch a melancholy oc-
cafion. Poor Mr. Gay died of an inflamma-

Q_ tion,
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tion, and, I believe, at laft a mortification of the
bowels ; it was the moft precipitate cafe I ever
knew, having cut him off in three days. He
was attended by two Phyficians befides my-
felf. 1 believed the diftemper mortal from the
beginning. I have not had the pleafure of a
line from you thefe two years; I wrote one
about your health, to which I had no anfwer.
I with you all health and happinefs, being
with great affection and refpe&, Sir, Your, &e.

L E-F T-bades Skl

Dublin, 1732-3-

Received yours with a few lines from the

Doctor, and the account of our lofing M.
Gay, upon which event I fhall fay nothing. I
am only concern’d that long living hath not
hardened me: for even in this kingdom, and
in a few days paft, two perfons of great merit,
whom I loved very well, have died in the prime
of their years, but a little above thirty. I
would endeavour to comfort myfelf upon the
lofs of friends, as I do upon the lofs of money ;
by turning to my account-book, and feeing
whether I have enough left for my fupport;

but in the former cafe I find I have not, any
more




e S L e R Y 5o

PEROM DR SWITF T, cte. 227

more than in the other; and I know not any
man who is in a greater likelyhood than my-
felf to die poor and friendlefs. You are a much
greater lofer than me by his death, as being a
more intimate friend, and often his compa-
nion ; which latter I could never hope to be,
except perhaps once more in my life for a piece
of a fummer. I hope he hath left you the care
of any writings he may have left, and I wifh,
that, with thofe already extant, they could be
all publifhed in a fair edition under your in-
{pection, Your Poem on the Ufe of Riches
hath been juft printed here, and we have no
objection but the obfcurity of feveral paffages
by our ignorance in facts and perfons, which
makes us lofe abundance of the Satire. Had
the printer given me notice, I would have ho-
neftly printed the names at length, where I
happened to know them ; and writ c:xp]anatory
notes, which however would have been but
few, for my long abfence hath made me igno-
rant of what p:llrm out of the fcene whu-:, I
am, I never had the leaft hint from you about
this work, any more than of your former, upon
Tafte. We are told here, that you are pre-
paring other pieces of the fame bulk to be in-
feribed to other friends, one (for inftance) to
my Lord Bolingbroke, another to Lord Ox-
ford, and {o on.—Do&or Ds :lany prefents you

Q. 2 Lis
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his moft humble fervice : he behaves himfelf
very commendably, converfes only with his
former friends, makes no }‘-H'-":a":t, but enters
tains them Lcﬂﬁ:ntlv at an elegant plentiful ta-
ble, walks the ftreets as ufual, by day-light,
does many alts of charity and ¢ ‘r-cmf*t}- culti-
vaes a countw -houfe two miles diftant, and
1s one of thofe very few within my knowledge,
on whom a great accefs of fortune hath made
no manner of change. And particularly he is
eften without' money, as he was before:. We
have got my Lord Orrery among us, being
forced to continue here on the ill condition
of his eftate by the knavery of an Agent ; he
is a moft worthy Gentleman, whom, I hope, you
will be acquainted with. I am very much
obliged by your favour to Mr. P—, which, I
defire, may continue no longer than he fhall de-
ferve by his Modefty, a virtue I never knew
him to want, but is hard for young men to
keep, without abundance of ballaft. Ifyou
are acquainted with the Duchefs of Queenf-
bury, T defire you will prefent her my moft
humble fervice : I think fhe is a greater lofer
by the death of a friend than either of us. She
feems a Lady of excellent fenfe and fpirit. 1
had often Poftfcripts from her in our friend’s
letters to me, and her part was fometimes longer
than his, and they made up a great part of the

little
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little happinefs I could have here. This was
the more generous, becaufc I never faw her
fince the was a girl of five years old, nor did I
envy poor Mr. Gay for any thing fo much as
being a domeftic friend to fuch a Lady. ' I de-
fire you will never fail to fend me a particular
account of your health, I dare hardly enquire
about Mrs. Pope, who, I am told, is but juft
among the living, and confequently a continual
orief toyou ; fhe is fenfible of your tendernefs,
which robs her of the only happinefs fhe is
capable of enjoying. And yet I pity you more
than her ; you cannot lengthen her days, and 1
beg the may not fhorten yours.

-85 LT ER LXIV.

Feb. 16, 1732-3.

T is indeed impoffible to fpeak on fuch a

a fubject as the lofs of Mr. Gay, to me an
irreparable one. But I fend you what I intend
for the mfcription on his tomb, which the
Duke of Queenfbury will {et up at Weftmin-
fter. Asto his writings, he left no Will, nor
{fpoke a word of them, or any thing elfe, dur-
ing his fhort and precipitate illnefs, in which I
attended him to his laft breath, The Duke

(Lg has
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has acted more than the part of a brother to
him, and it will be ftrange if the fifters do not
leave his papers totally to his difpofal, who will’
do the fame that I would with them. He has
managed the Comedy (which our poor friend
gave to the playhoufe the week before his
death) to the utmoft advantage for his rela-
tions ; and propofes to do the fame with fome
Fables he left finithed.

There is nothing of late which I think of
more than Mortality, and what you mention,
of collecting the beft monuments we can of
our friends, their own images in their writings :
(for thofe are the beft, when their minds are
fuch as Mr. Gay’s was, and as yours is.) Iam
preparing alfo for my own, and have nothing
fo much at heart, as to fhew the filly world
that men of Wit, or even Poets, may be the
moft moral of mankind. A few loofe things
fometimes fall from them, by which cenforious
fools judge as ill of them as poffibly they
can, for their own comfort: and indeed,
when fuch unguarded and trifling Yeux &' E-
Jpirit have once got abroad, all that prudence
or repentance can do, fince they cannot be de-
ny’d, is to put ’em fairly upon that foot ; and
teach the public (as we have done in the pre-
face to the four volumes of Mifcellanies) to di-
finguifh betwixt our ftudies and our idlenefles,

our
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our works and our weaknefles. That was the
whole end of the laft Vol. of Mifcellanies, with-
-out which our former declaration in that pre-
face, ¢ That thefe volumes contained all that
¢« we have ever offended in that way,” would
have been difcredited. It went indeed to my
heart, to omit what you called the Libel on
Dr. D , and the beft Panegyric on myfelf,
that either my own times or any other could
have afforded, or will ever afford to me. The
book as you obferve, was prlmed in great hafte;
the caufe whereof was, that th bao&fellers herf:
were doing the fame, in colle&ting your pieces,
the corn w1th the chaff ; I don’t mean that any
thing of yours Is chaff, but with other wit of
Irel and which was fo, and the whole 1n your
name. I meant pnnmpﬁl y to oblige them to
{eparate what you writ {erioufly from what you
writ carelefsly; and thought my own weeds
might pafs for a fort of wud flowers, when bun-
dled up with them.

It was I that {ent }nu thofe books into Ire-
land, and fo I did my Epiftle to Lord Bathur{t
even before it was publith’d, and another thing
of mine, which is a® Parody from Horace,
writ in two mornings. I never took more care
in my life of any thing than of the former of
thefe, nor lefs than of the latter: yet every

1 Sat. 1« by i
Q.3 friend
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friend has forced me to print it, tho’ in truth
1y own fingle motive was about twenty lines
toward the ] atter end, which you will find
out.
h"vc declined opening to you by letters the
whole {cheme of my prefent Wor k, expeting
{till to do it in a better manner in perfon : but
you will {ee pretty {oon, that the letter to Lord
Bathurit is a part-of it, and you will find a plain
connexion between them, if you read them in
the order juft contrary to that they were pub-
Iith’d in. I imitate thofe cunning tradefmen,
who fhow thcn' beft filks laft ; or (to give you
a truer idea, the’ it founds too proudly) my
works will in one refpect be like the works of
Nature, much more to be liked and under-
ftood when confider’d in the relation they bear
with each other, than when ignorantly look’d
upon on¢ by one ; and often, thofe parts which
attract moft at uaﬁ fight, will appear to be not
the moft, but the leaft confiderable °,

I am pleas’d and flatter’d by your exprefiion
of Orna me. 'The chief pleafure this v.rmk can
give me is, that I can in it, with th propriety, de-
cency, and juftice, infert thc-: name and charac-
ter of every friend I have, and every man that
deferves to be lov’d or adorn’d, RBut I fmile

7
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at your applying that phrafe to my viiiting you
in Ireland ; a place where I might have {ome
apprehenfion (from their extraordinary paffion
for Poetry, and their boundlefs Hofpii:ﬂit'-*) f
being adorned to. death, and buried under the

weight of garlands, like one I have read of
fomewhere or other. My Mother lives (which
is an anfwer tothat point) and, Ithank God, tho’
her memory be in a manner gone, is yet awake
and fenfible to me, tho’ fcarce to any thing
elfe; which doublcs the reafon of my attend-
ance, and at the fame time {weetens it. I wifh
(beyond any other wifh) you could pafs a fum-

mer here ; I might (too probably) return with
you, unlefs you preferr’d to fee France firft, to
which country, I think, you would have a {trong
invitation. - Lord PUElb row has narrowly ef-
5 _;- 1 death, and yet keeps his chamber: heis
perp 1; fpeaking in the moft affectionate
mapner of you: hc has written you two letters,
which you never received, and by that has

o

been d;iwuntcd from Wlmm more. 1 can
vell believe the poft-ofiice may do t"]*, when
1

J "I

fome letters of his to m met the fame
r\*r\

e have

late, and two of mine to him. Ye h:t not this
difcourage you from Wrztmg to '1";':, or to him
inclos’d in the common way, as I do to you :
{nnocent men need fear no c.__uducm of their
e A

thoughts; and for my part, I wou’d give 'em
free

e e e S i ST




23 LETILTERS TO AND

free leave to fend all I write to Curll, if moft
of what I write was not too filly.

I defire my fincere fervices to Dr. Delany,
who, I agree, with you is a man every way e-
fleemable : my Lord Orrery is a moft virtuous
and good-natur’d Nobleman, whom I thould
be happy to know. Lord B. receiv’d your let-
ter thro’ my hands; it is not to be told you
how much he wifhes for you : The whole lift
of perfons, to whom you fent your fervices, re-
turn you theirs, with proper fenfe of the di-
fiinction—Your Lady friend is Semper Eadem,
and I have written an Epiftle to her on that qua-
lification in a female characer; which is
thought by my chief Critic in your abfence to
be my Chef’ d’Ocuvre : but it cannot be printed
perfectly, in an age {o fore of Satire, and fo wil-
ling to mifapply Characers.

As to my own health, itis as good as ufual.
I have lain ill feven days of a flight fever (the
complaint here) but recover’d by gentle {weats,
and the care of Dr, Arbuthnot. The play Mr.
Gay left fucceeds very well 5 it is another ori-
ginal in its kind, Adieu. God preferve your
life, your health, your limbs, your {pirits, and
your friend{hips !

LET T ER
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L Bl Bt XY,

April 2, 1733

f93"

YOU fay truly, that death is only terrible to
ws as it feparates us from thofe we love,
but I really think thofe have the worft of it
who are left by us, if we are true friends. I
have felt more (I fancy) in the lofs of Mr. Gay,
than I fhall fuffer in the thought of going away
myfelf into a ftate that can feel none of this fort
of loffes. I wifh’d vehemently to have feen
him in a condition of living independent, and
to have lived in perfe&t indolence the reft of
our days together, the two moft idle, moft in-
nocent, undefigning Poets of our age. I now
as vehemently wifh you and I might walk into
the grave together, by as flow fteps as you
pleafe, but contentedly and chearfully: Whe-
ther that ever can be, or in what country, I
know no more, than into what country we
fhall walk out of the grave. But it fuflices me
to know it will be exactly what region or ftate
our Maker appoints, and that whatever Is, is
Right. Our poor friend’s papers are partly in
my hands, and for as much as is fo, I will take
care to fupprefs things unworthy of him. As
to the Epitaph, I'm forry you gave a copy, for

il

I
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it will certainly by that means come into print,
and I would corre& it more, unlefs you will
do it for me (and that I fhall like as well:)
Upon the whole, I earneftly with your coming
over hither, for this reafon among many others,
that your influence may be join’d with mine
to fupprefs whatever we may. judge proper of
his papers. 'To be plunged in my Neighbour’s
and my papers, will be your inevitable fate as
foon as you come. That I am an author whofe
chara&ers are thought of fome weight, ap-
pears from the great noife and buftle that the
Court and Town make about any I give: and
i will not render them lefs important, or lefs
mnterefting, by fparing Vice and Folly, or by
betraying the caufe of Truth and Virtue, I
will take care they fhall be fuch, as no man
can be angry at but the perfons I would have
angry. You are fenfible with what decency
and juftice T paid homage to the Royal Fami-
ly, at the fame time that I fatirized falfe Cour-
tiers, and Spies, &c. about ’em. I have not
the courage however to be fuch a Satirift as
you, but I would be as much, or more, a Phi-
lofopher.  You call your fatires, Libels; I
would rather call my fatires, Epiftles: They
will confift more of Morality than of Wit, and
grow graver, which you will call duller. I fhall
leave it to my Antagonifts to be witty (if they

can)
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i I
can) and content myfelf to be ufeful, and in the
right. Tell me your opinion as to Lady s
or Lord *’s performance? they are certainly
the Top-wits of the Court, and you may judge
by that fingle piece what can be done againit
me; for it was labour’d, corretted, pre-com-
mended and poft-difapprov’d, {o far as to be
dif~own’d by themfelves, after each had highly
cry’d it up for the others® I have met with
fome complaints, and heard at a diftance of
fome threats, occafion’d by my verfes: I fent
fair meflages to acquaint them where I was to
be found in town, and to offer to call at their
houfes to fatisfy them, and {o it dropp’d. Itis
very poor in any one to rail and threaten at a
diftance, and have nothing to fay to you when
they fee you.—I am glad you perfift and abide
by fo good a thing as that Poem ®, in which 1
am immortal for my Morality: T never took
any praife {o kindly, and yet, I think, T deferve
that praife better than I do any other. When
does your collection come out, and what will it
confift of? I have but laft week finifhed an-
other of my Epiftles, in the order of the fyftem ;
and this week (exercitandi gratia) 1 have tranf-

* See the Epiftle written b The ironical
on this occafion at'the end of | Dr. Delany.
the fecond Vol. of Letters.

libel on

I lated
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lated (or rather parody’d) another of Horace’s,
in which I introduce you advifing me about my
expences, houfekeeping, &c. But thefe things
fhall lie by, till you come to carp at ’em, and
alter rhymes, and grammar, and triplets, and
cacophonies of all kinds. Our Parliament will
fit till Midfummer, which, I hope, may be a
motive to bring you rather in fummer than o
late as autumn: you us’d to love what I hate, 2
hurry of politics, &c. Courts I fee not, Cour-
tiers I know not, Kings I adore not, Queens I
compliment not; fo I am never like to be in
tathion, nor in dependance. I heartily join
with you in pitying our poor Lady for her un-
happinefs, and fhould only pity her more, if
the had more of what they at Court call Hap-
pinefs. Come then, and perhaps we may go
all together into France at the end of the fea-
{on, and compare the Liberties of both king-
doms. Adieu. Believe me, dear Sir (with a
thoufand warm withes, mix’d with fhort fighs)
ever vours.

BETTER
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LEI T Rl -LAV]L
To Mr. Porzs.

Dublin, May 1, 1733.

I Anfwer your Letter the fooner becaufe I have

a particular reafon for doing fo. Some
weeks ago came over a Poem call’d, The Life
and Charaéter of Dr. S, written by bimfelf. Tt
was reprinted here, and is dedicated to you. It
is grounded upon a Maxim in Rochefoucault,
and the dedication, after a formal ftory, fays,
that my manner of writing is to be found in
every line, I believe I have told you, that I
writ a year or two ago near five hundred lines
upon the fame Maxim in Rochefoucault, and
was a long time about it, as that Impoftor fays
in his Dedication, with many circumftances, all
pure invention, I defire you to believe, and to
tell my friends, that in this fpurious piece there
1s not a fingle line, or bit of a line, or thought,
any way refembling the genuine Copy, any
more than it does Virgil’s Aneis; for I never
gave a Copy of mine, nor lent it out of my fight,
And although I thew’d 'it to all common ac-
quaintance indifferently, and fome of them
(efpecially one or two females) had oot many

lines by heart, here and there, and repeated
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them often ; yet it happens that not one fingle
line, or thought is contained in this Impofture,
although it appears that they who counterfeited
me, had heard of the true one. But even this
trick fhall not provoke me to print the true one,
which indeed is not proper to be feen, till T can
be feen no more: I therefore defire you will un-
deceive my friends, and I will order an Adver-
tifement to be printed here, and tranfmit it to
England, that every body may know the delu-
fion, and acquit me, as, I am fure, you muit
have done yourfelf, if you have read any part
of it, which is mean, and trivial, and full of
that Cant that I moft defpife: I would fink to
be a Vicar in Norfolk rather than be charged
with fuch a performance., Now I come to
your letter,

When I was of your age, I thought every
day of death, but now every minute; and a
continual giddy diforder more or lefs is 2 greater
addition than that of my years. I cannot af-
firm that I pity our friend Gay, but I pity his
friends, I pity you, and would at leaft equally
pity myfelf, if I liv’d amongft you; becaufe I
thould have feen him oftner than you did, who
are a kind of Hermit, how great a noife foever
you make by your Il nature in not letting the
honeft Villains of the times enjoy themfelves in
this world, which is their only happinefs, and

terrifying
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terrifying them with another. I fhould hav
added in my libel, that of all men living you
are the moit Imppv n your Enemies and your
Friends : ‘and I will {wear you have fifty tines
more Charity for- mankind  than I could ever
pretend to.  Whether the production you men-
tion came from the Lady or the Lord, I did not
imagine that they were at leaft fo bad verfifye

T herefore, Jm.imd: onatio ves ,’:fr, 15 f:..:i.j. to be
apply ’d when the indignation 1s a“n nit genera

'.'

Villainy, and never operates when {fome fort of

BN R 4 N

people write' to defend themfelves. I love. to

= 8

hear them reproach you for dulnefs; only I
would be fatisfy’d 1; fince yow are {o dull, why

} o
are they fo angry? Give me a thilling, and I

will enfure you, that pofterity fhall never know
you had one fingle enemy, excepting thofe
whofe memory you have preferv’d.

I am forry for the fituation of Mr. Gay's ]‘n-

1.4
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could wifh in this affair. I had rather the two
{3 1 ] 1 - --.-a.-'\
fifters were hang’d t;nm 1»;.;.

&

his works fwell’d
by any lofs of credit to his memory,
be glad to fee the moft

I would
valuable printed by
themfelves, thofe which ought not to be feen
burn’d immediately, and the others that

hat have
gone abroad, printed feparately like opufcula,

or rather be fhfled and forgotten. 1 thought
1"I1l

your Epitaph was immediately to be ingrav’d,
8 and

[
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and therefore I made lefs feruple to give a Copy
to Lord Orrery, who earneftly defir’d it, but to
10 body elfe; and, he tells me, he gave only
two, which he will recall. I havea thort Epi-
gram of his upon it, wherein I would corre@a
line, or two at moft, and then I will fend it you
(with his permiffion.) I have nothing againft
yours, . but the laft line, Striking their aching ;
the two participles, as they are {o near, feem to
found too like. I fhall write to the Duchefs,
who bath lately honoured me with a very
friendly letter, and I will tell her my opinion
freely about our friend’s papers. I want health,
and my affairs are enlarged: but I will break
through the latter, if the other mends. I can
ufe a courfe of medicines, lame and giddy. My
chief defign, next to feeing you, is to be a fe-
vere Critic on you and your neighbour ; but firft
kill his father, that he may be able to maintain
me in my own way of living, and particularly
my horfes. It coft me near 6oo /. fora wall to
keep mine, and I never ride without two fer-
vants for fear of accidents; bic vivimus ambi-
ti0fa paupertate. You are both too poor for my
acquaintance, but he much the poorer. - With
you I will find grafs, and wine, and fervants,
but with him not.—~The Colle&ion you fpeak
of is this. - A Printer came to me to defire he
might print my works (as he call’d them) in

four
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four volumes, by fubfcription. 1 faid I would
give no leave, and fhould be forry to fee them
printed here. He faid they could not be printed
in London. Tanfwer’d, they could, if the Part-
ners agreed.  He faid he “ would be glad of
¢ my permiffion, but as he could print them
¢« without it, and was advis’d that it could do
““ me no harm, and having been affur’d of nu=
“ merous {fubfcriptions, he hoped I would notbe
‘ angry at his purfuing his own intereft, &c.”
Much of this difcourfe paft, and he goes
on with the matter, wherein I determine not
to intermeddle, though it be much to my
difcontent; and I wifh it could be done in Eng-
land,. rather than here, although I am grown
pretty indifferent in every thing of that kind.
This is the truth of the ftory.

My Vanity turns at prefent on being perf{on-
ated in your Que Virtus, &c. You will ob-
ferve in this letter many marks of an ill head and
a low fpirit; but a Heart wholly turned to love
you with the greateft Earneftnefs and Truth,

BT E-RLXVIL

May 28, 1733-
Have begun two or three letters to you by
{natches, and been prevented from finithing
them by a thoufand avocations and diffipations,

B2 I muit
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I muft firft acknowledge the honour done me
by Lord Orrery, whofe praifes are that precious
cintment Solomon {peaks of, which can be
given only by men of Virtue: all other praife,
whether from Poets or Peers, is contemptible
alike: and I am old enough and experienced
enough to know, that the only praifes worth
having, are thofe beftowed by Virtue for Vit-
tue. My Poetry I abandon to the critics, my
Morals T commit to the teftimony of thofe who
know me; and therefore T was more pleas’d
with your Libel, than with any Verfes T ever
receiv’d. 1 wifh fuch a colle&ion of your
writings could be printed here, as you mention
going on in Ireland. I was furpriz’d to receive
from the Printer that {puricus picce, call'd The
Life and Chara&er of Dr. Swift, with a letter
telling me the perfon,  who publifh’d it, had
“ affur'd him the Dedication to me was what
“ 1 would not take ill, or elfe he would not
““ have printed it.”” T can’t tell who the man
15, who took fo far upon him as to anfwer for
my way of thinking ; tho’, had the thing been
genuine, I thould have been greatly difpleas’d
at the publither’s part, in doing it without your
knowledge,

I am as carneft as you can be, in doing my
beft to prevent the publithing of any thing un-
worthy of Mr. Gay; but I fear his friends par-

tiality.

e —————————
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tiality. I with you would come over. All the

1t
myflteries of my philufuphic;ﬂ work {hal
be clear’d to you, and you will not think that
I am not merry € wugh, nor angry enough: It
will not want for Satire, but as for Anger 1
know it not; or at lealt only that fort of
which the Apoftle {peaks, “ Be ye angry and

L€ e
Illl 144 )A.

My Neighbour’s writings have been meta-

o

,..__
Lo

phyfical, and will next be hmol ical, It is cer=
t-.zinly from him only thata valuable Hiftory of
Europe in thefe latter times ean be expected.
Come, and quicken him; for age, indolence,
and contempt of the world, grow upon men
apace, and may often make the wifeft indiffer-

ent whether pofterity be any wifer than we.
To a man in years, Health and Quiet become
fuch rarities, and confequently fo valuable, that
he is apt to think of nothing more than of en-
joying them whenever he can, for the remainder
of life; and this, I doubt not, has caus’d fo
many geeat men to die without leaving a {crap
to pofterity.

I am fincerely troubled for the bad account
you give of your own health. I with every
day to hear a better, as much as I do to enjoy
my own, I faithfully aflure you.

R 3 LETTER
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BEETTER LV
From Dr. Swir T,

Dublin, July 8, 1733,
Muft condole with you for the lofs of Mrs,
Pope, of whofe death the papers have been
full.  But I would rather rejoice with you, be-
caufe, if any circumflances can make the death
of a dear Parent and Friend a fubjeé for joy,

you have them 4ll.  She died in an extreme o!
age, without pain, under the care of ‘the moft
dutiful Son that I have ever known or heard of,
which is a felicity not -happening to one ina
million. The worft effect of her death falls up-
on me, and fo muchthe worfe, becaufe I expet-
ed aliquis dammo ufus in illo, that it would be
followed by making me and this kingdom hap-
py with your prefence.  But I am told, to my
great misfortune, that a very convenient offet
happening, you waved the invitation prefled on
you, alledging the fear you had of being killed
here with eating and drinking, By which I
find that you have given fome credit to a no-
tion, of ouar great plenty and hofpitality. It is
true, our meat-and wine is cheaper here, as it
15 always in the pooreft countries, becaufe there
is no money to pay for them: I believe there are
not
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'ﬂot in this whole city three C—‘c—r;f‘w:‘- en out of

o

Employment, who are able to give Entertain-
ments once a month. Thofe who are in em-
piog ments of church or ftate; are three parts in
four from England, and amount to little more
than a dozen: Tho indeed may once or twice
invite their friends, or any perfen of diftin&ion
that makes a voyage hither. ~All my acquaint-
ance tell me, they know not above three fami-
llw where they can occafionally dine in 2 whole
year: Dr. Delany is the only gentleman I know,
who keeps one certain day in the week to en-
tertain feven or eight friends at dinner, and to
pafs the evening, where there is nothing of ex-
cefs, either in eating or drinking. Our old
friend Southern (who hath juit left us) was in-
vited to dinner once or twice -'D}-‘ a }11'4\3@, a bi-

thop, or a commiffioner of the revenues, but
moft ﬂequtntd a few pat tlLLﬂ‘ iwd and
chiefly the Doctor, who is eafy in his for tun~,
and very -hoiplt-ablﬁ "The conveniences. of tak-
ing the air, winter or {ummer, do far exceed
thofe in London. For the two large {trands juft
at two ends of the town are as firm and d:v n
winter as in fummer. There are at leaft fix
or eight gentlemen of fenfe, learning, good-
humour and tafte, able and defirous to pleafe
you; and orderly females, fome of the better fort,
to take care of you, Thefc: were the motives *"mt
R 2 have
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cqucnﬂy made ufe of to entice you hi4

¥y
3

her. + And there would be no failure among
the beft people here, of any honours that could
be done you. Asto myfelf, I declare, my health
1s fo uncertain that I dare not venture amongft
you at prefent. I hate the thoughts of London,
where I am not rich enough to live otherwife

than by fhifting, which is now too late. Nei-

ther can I have conveniences in the country for
three horfes and two fervants, and many others,
which I have here at hand. I am one of the
governors of all the hackney-coaches, carts, and
carriages round this town,. who dare not infult
me, like your rafcall y waggoners or coach-men,

but give me the way; nor is there one Lord or

Squire for a hundred of yours, to turn me out

of the road, or run over me with their coaches
and {ix. . Thus, I make fome advantage of the
public poverty, and give you the reafons for
what I once writ, why I chufe to be a freeman
among flaves, rather than a flave among free-
men. Then, I walk the ftreets in peace with-
out being juftled, nor ever without a thoufand
bleflings from my friends the vulgar, Iam
Lord Mayor .of 120 houfes, I am abfolute Lord
of the greateft Cathedral in the kingdom, am
at peace with the neighbouring Princes, the
Lord Mayor of the city, and the Arch-bithop
of Dublin, only the latter, like the K. of

France,
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France, {fometimés attempts encroachments on
my dominions, as. old Lewis did upon. Lor-
rain.. In the midft of this raillery, 1 can tell
you with ferioufnefs, that thefe'advantages con-
tribute to my: eafe, and the refore I value th

And in one part of your letter relating to my

L.ord B and your {elf, ‘you agree wuh me

entirely, about the lI"!Ei!LqL.D.LC, the love of

quiet, the care of health, &c. that grow upon
men in years. * And if you difcover thofe in-
clinations in my Lord and yourfelf, what can
you expe& from me, whofe health 1s fo pl":..-—
carious ? and yet at your or his time of life,
could have leap’d over the moon.

Fek-T-T E'R LXLX

Sept. 1,1733.

E Have cch day wifh’d to write to you, to

fay a thoufand things ; .and yet, 1 think o
f‘rn 11d not have writ to you now, if I was not
fick of writing any thing, fick o‘f myfelf, and
(\ ‘hat is worfe) fick of my friends teo. The
world is become too bufy for me; every body
is fo concerned for the p“h“t‘, that all private
enjoyments are loft, or dif-relifh’d. T wnte
more to {how you I am tired of this life, than to

tell

e —
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tell you any thing relating to it. I live as I did,
I think as T did, I love you as I did; but all
thefe are to no purpofe : the world will . not
live, think, or love, as I do. I am troubled
for; and vexed at, all my friends by turns.
Here are fome whom you love, and who love
you ; yet they receive no proofs of that affecti-
on from yeu, and they give none of it to you.
There is a great gulph between. In earneft, I
would go a thoufand miles by land to fee you,
but the fea I dread. My ailments are fuch,
that I really believe a fea-ficknefs (confidering
the oppreflion of colical pains, and the great
weaknefs of my breaft) would kill me : andif
I did not die of that, I muft of the exceffive
eating and drinking of your hofpitable town,
and the exceflive flattery of your moft poetical
country. I hate to be cramm’d, either way.
Let your hungry Poets, and your rhyming Poets
digeft it, I cannot. I like much better to he
abufed and half ftarved, than to be fo over-
praifed and over-fed. Drown Ireland ! for hav-
ing caught you, and for having kept you: I
only referve a little charity for her, for know-
ing your ‘value, and efteeming you: You are
the only Patriot I know, who is not hated for
ferving his country. The man who drew your
Charalter and printed it here, was not much

in the wrong in many things he faid of you;
}fﬁt
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yet he was a very impertinent fellow, for fay-
ing them in words quite different from thofe
you had yourfelf employed before on the fame
fubject: for furely to alter your words is to pre-
judice them; and T have been told, that a man
himfelf can hardly {ay the fame thing twiceover
with equal happinefs; Nature is fo much a
better thing than artifice.

I have written nothing this year : It is noaf-
fectation to tell you, my f‘vlother s lofs has turn-
ed my frame of thinking. The habit of a
whole life is a ftronger thing than all the reafon
in the world. I know I ought to be eafy, and
to be free; but Tam dejected, I am confined :
my whole amufement is in reviewing my paft
life, not in laying plans for my future. 1T wifh
you cared as little for popular applaufe as I ; as
little for any nation, in contradiftinction to o-
thers, as I: and thenI fancy, you that are not
afraid of the fea, VOU that are a ftronger man
at fixty than ever I was at twenty, would come
and fee feveral people who are (at laft) like
the primitive chriftians, of one foul and of one
mind. ‘The day is come, ..hic I have oﬁen
wifthed, but never thought to fee ; whenever

.!

??f:??”fzz[, that Ifﬂt’:’;’.’ﬂ]’j 25 0 f the /t;.r.?.it _ﬁhurﬂ ent 17
Politics and in Religion.

Adieu. All you love, are yours ; bat all are
bufy, except (dear Sir) your fincere friend.

LETTER
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dati T T B R LXXS

Jan. 6, 1734,

Never think of you and can never write to

you, now, without drawing many of thofe
fhort fighs of which we have formerly talk’d :
The refletion both of the friends we have been
depriv’d of by Death, and of thofe from whom
we are feparated almoft as eternally by Ab-
fence, checks me to that degree that it takes
away in a manner the pleafure (which yet I feel
very {enfibly too) of thinking I am now con-
verfing with you. You have been filent to me
as to your Works ; whether thofe printed here
are, or are not genuine ! but one, I am fure, is
yours ; and your method of concealing your
felf puts me in mind of the Indian bird I have
read of, who hides his head in a hole, while
all his feathers and tail ftick out., You’ll have
immediately by feveral franks (even before ’tis
here publith’d) my Epiftle to Lord Cobham,
part of my Opus Magnum, and the laft Effay
on Man, both which, I conclude, will be grate-
ful to your bookfeller, on whom you pleafe to
beftow them {o early. There is a woman’s
war declar’d againft me by a certain Lord ; his
weapons are the fame which women and chil-

dren ufe, -a pin to {cratch, and a {quirt to be-
1 {patter :
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{patter : I writ a fort of an{wer, but was athamed
to enter the lifts with him, and after thewing
it to fome people, fupprefs’dit: otherwife it was
fuch as was worthy of him and werthy of me?.
T was three weeks this autumn with Lord Pe-
terborow, who rejoices in your doings, and al-
ways {peaks with the greateft affection of you.
I need not tell you who elfe do the fame;
you may be' fure almoft all thofe whom T ever
{ee, or defire to fee. I wonder not that B——
paid you no fort' of civility while he was in
Ireland : he is too much 2 half-wit to love a
true wit, and too much half~honeft, to efteem
any entire merit. I hope and think he hates
me too, and I will do my beft to make
him ; he is {o infupportably infolent in his ci-
vility to me when he meets me at one third
place, that I muft affront him to be rid of it.
That {tri& neutrality as to public parties, which
I have conftantly obferv’d in all my writings,
I think gives me the more title to attack fuch
men, as {lander and belye my characer in:pri-
vate, to thofe who know me not. Yet even
this is a liberty I will never take, unlefs atthe
fame time they are Pefts of private {ociety, or
. ‘milchievous members of the public, that is
to {ay, unlefs they are enemies to all men‘as
% It is printed, in this edition, at the end of the fecond
Volume of Letters, '

well
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well as to me. Pray write to-me when you
can : If ever I can come toyou, I will : if not,

may Providence be our friend and our guard
thro’ this fimple world, where nothing is va-
luable, but fenfe and friendfhip. ~ Adieu, dear
Sir, may health attend your years, and then
may many years be added to you.

P.S. I am juft now told, a very curious Lady
intends to write to you to pump you about
fome poems faid to be yours. Pray tell her,
that you have not anfwered me on the fame
queftions, and that I fhall take it as a thing
never to be forgiven from you, if you tell ano-
ther what you have conceal’d from me.

E-EP-TE R EXXE

Sept. 15, 1734

Have ever thought you as fenfible as any
man I knew, of all the delicacies of friend-
fhip, and yet I fear (from what Lord B. tells
me you faid in your laft letter) that you did
not quite underftand the reafon of my late fi-
lence. I affure you it proceeded wholly from
the tender kindnefs I bear you. When the
heart is full, it is angry at all words that cannot
come up to it ; and you are now the man inall
the
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the world I am moft troubled to write to, for
you are.the friend I have left whom I am moft
grieved about. = Death has not done worfe to
me in {eparating poor Gay, or any other, than
difeafe and abfence in dividing us. I am afraid
to know how you do, fince ‘moft accounts I
have, give me pain for you, and I am unwil-
ling to tell you the condition of my own health.
If it were good, I would fee you; and yet if
I found you in that very condition of deafnefs,
which made you fly from us while we were
together, ‘what comfort could we derive from
it? In writing often Ifhould find great relief,
could we write freely ; and yet, when I have
done {o, you feem by not anfwering in 2 very
long time, to feel either the fame uneafinefs as
I do, or to abftain, from fome prudential rea-
fon. Yet I am fure, nothing that you and I
vou’d fay to each other, (tho’ our own fouls
were to be laid open to the clerks of the poft-
office) could hurt either of us fo much, in the
opinion of any honeft man or good fub]e& as
the intervening, officious, i mpertinence of thofe
Goers between us, who in England pretend to
intimacies with you, and in Ireland to intima-
cies with me. I cannot but receive any - that
call upon me in your name, and in truth they
take it in vain too often. I take all opportu-
nities of Jultifying you againft thefe Friends,

efpecially
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efpecially thofe who know all you think and
write, and repeat your flighter verfes. It is
generally on fuch little {craps that Witlings
feed, and ’tis hard the world fhould judge
of our houfe-keeping from what we fling to
our dogs, yet this is often the confequence.
But they treat you ftill worfe, mix their
own with  yours, print them to get money,
and lay them at your door, This I am fatif-
fied: was the cafe in the Epiftle to a Lady;
it was juft the fame hand (if I haveany judg-
ment in ftyle) which printed your Life and
Character before, which you fo ftrongly dif-
avow d in your letters to Lord Carteret, myfelﬂ
and others. I was very well informed of ano-
ther fa@, which convinced me yet more ; the
{ame perfon who gave this to be printed, offer’d
to a bookfeller a piece in profe as yours, and
as commifiioned by you, which has fince ap-
pear’d, and been own’d to be his own. I think
(I fay once more) that I know your hand, tho’
you did not mine in the Effay on Man. I beg
your pardon for not telling you, as I fhould,
had you been in England : but no fecret can
crofs your Irith Sea, and every clerk in the
poft-office had known it. I fancy, tho’ you
loft fight of me in the firft of thofe Effays, you
faw me in the fecond. The defign of conceal-
ing myfcif was good, and had its full effictt;

I was
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I was thought a Divine, a Philofopher, and
what not; and my do&rine had a fanétion 1
could not have given to it. 'Whether 1 can pro-
ceed in the fame grave march like Lucretius, or
muft defcend to the gayeties of Horace, I know
not, or whether I can do either ? but be the
future as it will, T fhall colle&t all the paft in
one fair quarto tlL:, winter, and {end it you,
where you will find frequent me ntion of your-
felf. T was glad you fuffer’d your writings to
be colleted more completely than hitherto, in
the volumes I daily expe& from Ireland; I
wifh’d it had been in more pomp, but that
will be done by others : yours are beauties, that
can never be too finely dreft, for they will ever
be young. I have only one piece of mercy to
beg of you ; do not laugh at my gravity, but
permit me to wear the beard of a Philofophe
till I pull it off, and make a jeft of it m\fcif
*Tis juft what my Lord B. is doing with Me-
taphyfics. I hope, you will live to fee, and
ftare at the learned figure he will make, on the
{fame fhelf with Luum, and Malbranche.

You fee how I talk to you (for this is not
writing) if you like I fhould do fo, why not
tell me {fo? if it be the leaft pleafure to you, I
will write once a week moft gladly ; but can
you abftract the letters from the perfon who

T
writes them them; fo far, as not to feel more

Q s
by VEXALIO!

]
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vexation in-the thought of our feparation; and
thofe misfortunes which occafion it, ‘than fatis=
faction in-the N othings he can exprefs?  If you
can, really and from miy heart, I cannot. [
return again to melancholy.” Pray, however, tell
me, is it a fatisfa&ion ? that will make it one
to mey and we will Think alike, as friends
ought, and you fhall hear from me punctually
juft when you will.

P. S. Our friend, who is juft returned from
a progrefs of three months, and is fetting out in
three days with me for the Bath, where he will
ftay till towards the middle of October, left this
letter with me yefterday, and I cannot feal and
difpatch it till I have feribled the remainder of
this page full, He talks very pompoufly of
my Metaphyfics, and places them in a very
honourable ftation. It is true, I have writ fix
letters and an half to him on fubjeéts of that
kind, and I propofe a letter and an half more,
which would {well the whole up to a confi-
derable volume. But he thinks me fonder of
the Name of an Author than I am, When he
and you, and one or two other friends have
feen them, fatis magnum Theatrum mibi efiis, T
fhall not have the itch of making them more
public 2. I know how little regard you" pay

a AsMr. P [ettan:)
tells us, the}« fhew that a//

our metaphyfical Theology. 1s
ridiculous and abominabls —
to
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5
to Writings of this kind. But I imagine that
if you can like any fuch, it muft be thole that
ftrip Metaphyfics of all their bombaft, keep
within the fight of every well-conftituted Eye,
and never bewilder themfelves whilft they pre-
tend to guide the reafon of others. I writ to
you a long letter {ome time ago, and fent it by
the poft. Did it come to yoar hands £ or did
the infpectors of private correfpondence ftop
it, to revenge themfelves of the ill faid of
them in it 2. Pale & me ama.

LETOER % .30 %
From Dr. SWIFT.

2
Nov. 1, 1734

Have yours with my Lord B ’s Poft-
feript of September 15 it was long on its

way, and for fome weeks after the date I was
very ill with my two inveterate diforders, gid-
dinefs and deafnefs 'The latter is pretty well
off ; but the other makes me totter towards
evenings, and much difpirits me. But I con-
tinue to ride and walk, both of which, although
they be no cures, are at leaft amufements. 1

did never imagine you to be either inconftant,
Vor. IX, S 2 or
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or to want right notions of friendfhip; -but I
apprehend your want of health ;; and it hath
been a frequent wonder to me how you have
been able to entertain.the world fo long, (o fre-
quently, fo happily, under fo many bedily dif-
orders. My Lord B. {ays you have been three
months rambling, which is the beft thing you
can poflibly do in a {fummer feafon; - anid when
the winter recalls you, we will, for our own
interefls, leave you to your {peculations. . God
be thanked, I have done with every thing, and
of every kind that requires writing, except now
and then a letter, or, like a true old man, fcrib-
bling trifles only fit for children or fchool-boys
of the loweft clafs at beft, which three or four
of us read and laugh at to-day, and burn to-
morrow. Yet, what is fingular, I neveram
without fome great work in view, enough to
take up forty years of the moft vigorous healthy
man : although I am convinced that I fhall
never be able to finith three Treatifes, that have
lain by me feveral years, and want nothing but
correction. My lord B. faid in his poftcript, that
you would go to Bath in three days : we fince
heard that you were dangeroufly ill .there; and
that the news-mongers gave you over. . Buta
gentleman of this kingdom, on his return from
Bath, affured me he left you well, and fo did

iome
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{fome others whom I have forgot. I am forry
at my heart that you are peftered with people
who come in my name, and I profefs to you,
it 1s without my knowledge. * I am confident
I thall hardly ever have occalion again to re-
commend, for my friends here are very few,
and fixed to the free-hold, from whence no-
thing but :death will remove them. Surely
I never ‘doubted about your Eflay on Man;
and I would lay any‘odds, . that I would never
fail to difcover you in fix lines, unlefs you had
a mind to'write below or befide yourfelf on
purpofe. T confefs I did never imagine you
were fo deep in Tv'Tomls, or that fo many new
and excellent rules could be produced fo advan-
tageoufly and agreeably in that fcience, from
any one head. I confefs in fome few phces I
was forced to read twice', I believe I told you
before what the Duke of D {faid to me on
that occafion, How a Judge here, who knows
you, told him that on the firft reading thofe Ef-

~—.\

fays, he was much pleafed, but found fome lines

a little dark': On the fecond meft of them
cleared up, and his pleafure in

creafed: On LLIL
third he had no doubt remaine :‘ and then he

admired the whole. My'lord B s attempt
of reducing Met hv.m% to intelligible fenfe and

ufefulnels ‘«,'111] bc a glorious unum'.akmg, and

O as

L ]
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as T never knew him fail in any thing he at-
tempted, if he had the {ole management, fo I
am confident he will fucceed in this. T defire
you will allow that I write to you both at pre-
fent, and fo I fhall while I live: It faves your
money, and my time ; and he being your Ge-
nius, no matter to which it is addrefled. Iam
happy that what you write 1s printed in large
letters ; otherwife between the weaknefs of my
eyes, and the thicknefs of my hearing, 1 {hould
lofe the greateft pleafure that is left me. Pray
command my lord B to follow that ex-
ample, if I live to read his Metaphyfics. Pray
God blefs you both. Ihada melancholy ac-
count from the Do&or of his health. 1 will
anfwer his letter as foon as I can. I am ever

entireiy yours.

LeT TER
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Twickenham, Decemb. 19, 17

L2

4
Am truly forry for any complaint you have,
A and it is in regard to the weaknels of your
eyes that I write (as well as print) in folio.
You'll:think (I know you will, for you have

all the candor of a good underftanding) that

the thing which men cf cur age feel the moft,
is the. friendfhip of our equals; and that there-
fore: whatever affe&ts thofe who are ftept a few
years before us, cannot but {enfibly affect us
who are to follow. . It troubles me to hear you
| complain of your memory, and if I am in any
part of my conftitution younger than you, it
will be in my remembring every thing that has
pleafed me in you, longer than perhaps you will.
The two fummers we pafs’d together dwell
always on my mind, like a vifion which gave
me a glympfe of a better life and better com-
pany, than this world otherwife afforded. I
am now an individual, upon whom no other
depends; and may go where I will, if the
wretched carcafe I am annex’d to did not hin-
| der:me.. I rambled by very eafy journeys this
year to Lord Bathurft and Lord Peterborow,
who upon every occafion commemorate, love,
and wifh for you, I now pafs my days be-

S 4 tween
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tween Dawley, London, and this place, not * |
ftudious, nor idle, rather polithing old works |
than hewing out new. I redeem now and then |

a paper that hath been abandon’d feveral years;

and of this fort you’ll foon fee one, which I in~

feribe to our old friend Arbuthnot. 2
Thus far I had written, and thinking to fi- |
nith my letter the fame evening, was prevented
by company, and the next morning found my-
felf in a fever, highly diforder’d, and fo conti-
nued in bed for five days, and in my chamber
till now; but fo well recover’d as to hope to go
abroad to-morrow, even by the advice of Dr.
Arbuathnot. He himfelf, poor man, is much
broke, tho’ not worfe than for thefe two laft
months he has been. He took extremely kind
your letter. I wifh to God we could once meet
again, before that feparation, which yet, I would
be glad to believe, fhall re-unite us: But he who
made us, not for ours but his purpofes, knows
only whether it be for the better or the worfe,
that the affe@ions of this life thould, or thould
not continue into the other: and doubtlefs it is
as it thould be.  Yet I am fure that while I am
here, and the thing that T am, I fhall be imper-
fe&t without the communication of {uch friends
as you; you are to me like a limb loft, and bu-
ried in another country; tho’ we feem quite
divided, every accident makes me feel you were
once
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once a part of me. I’ always confider you fo
much as a friend, that I forget you are an au-
thor, perhaps too much, but ’tis as much as I
would defire you would do to me.. However,
if T could infpirit you to beftow correction up-
on thofe three Treatifes, which you fay are fo
near completed, I fhould think it a better work
than any I can pretend to of my own. Tamal=
moft at the end of myMorals, as I've been, long
ago, of my Wit; my {yftem is a fthort one, and
my circle narrow.  Imagination has no limits,
and that is a fphere in which you may move on
to eternity ; but where one is confined to Truth
(or to fpeak more like 2 human creature, to the
appearances of Truth) we foon find the fhort-
nefs of our Tether. Indeed by the help of a
metaphyfical chain of Ideas, one may extend
the circulation, go round and round for ever,
Without making any prowreﬁ beyond the point
to which ;O‘e‘ld\.l ce has pinn 'd us: But this
does not fatisfy me, who would mthcr fay a
little to no purpofe, than a great deal. Lord

:.4.,__‘

B. 1s voluminous, but he 1s voluminous only to
deftroy volumes. - I thall not live, I fear, to fee

o - b

1

that work printed; he is fo taken up L 11 (m
{pite of the monitory hint given in the firft line
of my Effay) with }_1"1 icular Men, that he neg-
lects 11:-11}L11’1J, and 1s ftll a creature of this

vorld, not of the Univerfe: This World,

which
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which is a name we give to Europe, to Enga
land, to Ireland, to London, to Dublin, to the
Court, to the Caftle, and fo diminifthing, till it
comes to our own affairs, and our own perfons,
When you write (ecither to him or to me, for
we accept it all as one) rebuke him for it, as a
Divine if you like it, or as a Badineur, if you
think that more effe&ual,

What I write will fhow you that my head is
yet weak. I had written to you by that gentle-
man from the Bath, but I did not know him,
and every body that comes from Ireland pre-
tends to be a friend of the Dean’s. I am al-
ways glad to fee any that are truly fo, and
therefore do not miftake any thing I faid, fa

as to difcourage your fending any fuch to me,
Adien, '

R O e 18 LGRS R S i

From Dr. SwirFT.

May 12, 1735
OUR letter was fent me yefterday by Mr,
Stopford, who landed the fame day, but I
have not yet feen him. As to my filence, God
knows it is my great misfortune. My little do-
meftic affairs are in great confufion by the vil-
lainy

4
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fainy of agents, and the miferies of this. king=
dom, where there is no money to be had: nor
am I unconcerned to fee all things tending to-
wards abfolute power, in both nations * (it is
here in perfection already) although I fhall not
live to fee it eftablifhed, This condition of
things, both public and perfonal to myfelf]
hath given me fuch a kind of defpondency;
that T am almoft unqualified for any company,
diverfion, or amufement. The death of Mr.
Gay and the Doétor, hath been terrible wounds
near my heart. Their living would have been
a great comfort to me, although I fhould ne-
ver have feen them ; like a fum of money ina
bank, from which I fhould receive at leaft an=
nual intereft, as I do from you, and have done
from my Lord Bolingbroke. To thew in how
much ignorance I live, it is hardly a fortnight
fince I heard of the death of my Lady Ma-
fham, my conftant friend in all changes of
times. God forbid that I fhould expe@ you
to make a voyage that would in the leaft affe&
your health: but in the mean time how unhap-
py am I, that my beft friend fthould have per-
haps the only kind of diforder for which a fea-
voyage 1s not in fome degree a remedy ? The

* The Dean was fre- [ us, with a giddinefs in his
quently troubled, ‘he tells | head.

old

e
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old Duke of Ormond faid, he would not
change his dead fon (Offory) for the beft liv-
ing fon in Europe. Neither would I change
you my abfent friend for the beft prefent friend
round the Globe.

I have lately read a book imputed to Lord
B. called a Differtation upon Parties. I think
it very mafterly written,

Pray God reward you for your kind prayers:
I believe your prayers will do me more good
than thofe of all the Prelates in both kingdoms,
or any Prelates in Europe except the Bithop of
Marfeilles ®.  And God preferve you for con-
tributing more to mend the world, than the
whole pack of (modern) Parfons in a lump.

I am ever entirely yours,

E-ECTE T E R A X Ve
From Dr. SwirFT.

Sept. 3, 1735.

HIS letter will be delivered to you by
Faulkner the printer, who goes over on

his private affairs. his is an anfwer to yours

> Who continued there | dreadful peltilence defolated
with his flock all the time a | that city.

of
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of two months ago, which complains of that
profligate fellow (Juxl. I heartily with you were
what they call difaffeted, as Tam. I may fay
as David did, I have finned greatly, but what
have thefe fheep done? You have given no of-
fence to the Miniftry, nor to the Lords, nor
Commons, nor Queen, nor the next in Power.
For you are a man of virtue, and therefore muit
abhor vice and all corruption, although your
difcretion holds the reins. ¢ You need not

¢ fear any confequence’ in the commerce that

£c

hath o long pafled between us; although I
never deftroy’d one of your letters. But
my Executors are men of honour and vir-
tue, who have ftri¢t orders in my will to
¢ burn every letter left behind me.”  Neither
did our letters contain any Turns of Wit, or
Fancy, or Politics, or Satire, but mere inno-
cent Friendfhip: yet I am loth that any letters,
from you and a very few other friends, fhould
dye before me; I believe we neither of us ever

141
(44

€

leaned our head upon our left hand to ftudy
what we {hould write next; yet we have held
a conftant intercourfe from you" youth and my
middle age, and from your middle age it muft
be continued till my dt_atl which ‘my bad ftate
of health makes me t—:‘:pc E every m(:-mh. I
have the ambition, and it is very earneft as well
as in hafte, to have one E '“‘1:: 1mu:bed to
me
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me while I am alive, and you juft in the time
when wit and wi{dom are in the height. I
muft once more repeat Cicero’s defire to a
friend; Orna me. A month ago were fent me
over by a friend of mine, the works of John
Hughes, Efq. They are in verfe and profe. 1
never heard of the man in my life, yet I find
your name as 2 {ubfcriber too. He is too grave
a Poet for me, and, I think, among the medio=
cribus in profe as well as verfe. I have the
honour to know Dr. Rundle; he is indeed
worth all the reft you ever fent us, but that is
faying nothing, for he anfwers your character;
I have dined thrice in his company. He
brought over a worthy clergyman of this king-
dom as his chaplain, which was a very wife
and popular a&ion. His only fault, is, that
he drinks no wine, and I drink nothing elfe.
This kingdom is now abfolutely ftarving, by
the means of every oppreffion that can be in-
fliGed on mankind—Shall I not vifit for thefe
things? faith the Lord. You advife me right,
not to trouble myfelf about the world: But,
oppreflion tortures me, and I cannot live with-
out meat and drink, nor get either without
money; and money is not to be had, except
they will make me a Bithop, or a Judge, ora
Colonel, or a Commiffioner of the Revenues.
Adieu,
LETTER
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LETTER LXXVL

TO an{wer your queftion as to Mr. Hughes,
what he wanted as to genius he made up
as an honeft man: but he was of the clafs you
think him,

I am glad you think of Dr. Rundle as I do,
He will be an honour to the Bifhops, and a
difgrace to one Bithop, two things you will
like: But what you will like more particularly,
he will be a friend and benefactor even to your
un-friended, un-benefited Nation; he will be
a friend to human race, wherever he goes.
Pray tell him my beft wifhes for his health and
long life: I wifh you and he came over toge-
ther, or that I were with you. I never faw a
man fo feldom whom I liked {o much as Dr,
Rundle.

Lord Peterborow I went to take a laft leave
' of, at his {etting fail for Lifbon : No Body can be
more wafted, no Soul can be more alive. Im-
mediately after the fevereft operation of being
cut into the bladder for a fuppreflion of urine,
he took coach, and got from Briftol to South-
ampton.  This is a man that will neither live
nor die like any other mortal.

Poor Lord Peterborow! there is another
ftring loft, that woud have help’d to draw

you
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you hither! He order’d on his death-bed his
Watch to be given me (that which had accom-
panied him in all his travels) with this reafon,
“ That I might have fomething to put me eve-
*“ ry day in mind of him.” It was a prefent
to him from the King of Sicily, whofe arms
and Infignia are graved on the innef-cafe; on
the outer, I have put this infcription,  ¥iétor
Amadeus, Rex Sicilie, Dux Sabaudie, &c. &e.
Carolo Mordaunt, Comiti de Peterborow, D. D.
Car. Mor. Com. de Pet. Alexandro Pope moriens
legavit, 1735,

Pray write to me a little oftner: and if there
be a thing left in the world that pleafes you,
tell it one who will partake of it. T hear with
approbation and pleafure, that your prefent care
15 to relieve the'moft helplefs’ of this world,
thofe objeéts * which moft want our compaf-
fion, tho’ generally made the fcorn of their
fellow-creatures, fuch as are lefs innocent than
they.  You always think generoufly; and of
all charities, this is the moft difinterefted, and
leaft vain-glorious, done to fuch as never will
thank you, or can praife you for it.

God blefs you with eafe, if not with plea-
fure ; with a tolerable ftate of health, if not
with its full enjoyment; witha refign’d temper

4 T3 .
lLllOT‘p
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of mind; if not a very chearful one. It is
upon thefe terms I live mylfelf, tho’ younger
than you, and I repine not at my lot, could
but the prefence of  a few that I love be added
to thefe. Adieu.

LET I-ER  -LXXVII

From Dr. SwirT,

Oct. 21, 1735

I Anfwer’d yout: letter relating to Curl, &e.
I believe my letters have efcap’d being pub-
lifh’d, becaufe I writ nothing but Nature and
Friendfhip, and particular incidents which
could make no figure in writing. I have ob-
ferv’d that not only Voiture, but likewife Tully
and Pliny writ their letters for the public view,
more than for the fake of their correfpondents;
and I am glad of it, on account of the Enter-
tainment they have given me. Balfac did th
{ame thing, but with more ftiffnefs, and confe-
quently lefs diverting: Now I muft tell you,
that you are to look upon me as one going very
| faft out of the world; but my fleth and bones
are to be carried to Holy-head, for I will not
| liec in a Country of flaves. It pleafeth me to
| find that you begin to diflike things in fpite of
| T your
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your Philofophy; your Mufc cannot forbear
her hints to that purpofe. I cannot travel to
fee you ; otherwife, I {olemnly proteft I would
do it. I have an intention to pafs this winter
in the country with a friend forty miles off,
and to ride only ten miles a day ; yet is my
health fo uncertain that I fear it will not be in
my power. I often ride a dozen miles, but
I come to my own bed at night: My beft way
would be to marry, for in that cafe any bed
would be better than my own. I found you
a very young man, and I left you a middle-
aged one ; you knew me a middle-aged man,
and now I am an old one. Where is my
Lord—? methinks, I am enquiring after a Tu-
lip of laft year.— ¢ You need not apprehend
 any Curll’s. meddling with your letters to
““ me; I will not deftroy them, but have or=
“ der’d my Executors to do that office.”” I have:
a thoufand things more to fay, lbmgevitas ¢ft
garrula, but I muft remember I have other
letters to write if I have time, which I fpend
to tell you fo; I am ever, deareft Sir, Your,
&e.

LETTEER
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From Dit. SwirmT,

Feb. ¢ 1735-6.

[ Cannot properly call you my beft friend,
becaufe I have not another left who deferves
the name, fuch a havock have Time, Death,
Exile, and Oblivion made. Perhaps you wouhi
have fewer complaints of my ill health and
lownefs of fpirits, if they were not {ome ex-
cufe for my delay of writing even to you. It
is Derﬁ:&ly right what you il} of the indiffer-
ence in common friends, whether we are fick
or well, happy or miferable. 'The very maid-
fervants in 2 family have the {ame notion: I
have heard them often fay, Ob, I am very
fick, if any body cared forit! Iam vexed when
my v1ﬁt615 come with the COIle.)'.lllltl'lt ufual
here, Mr. Dean, I hope you are very well. My
popularity that yon mention, is wholly confined
to the common people, who are more con-
ftant than thofe we mif-call their betters. I
walk the flreets, and {o do my lower friends,
from whom and from whom alone, I have a

thoufand hats and bleflings upon old fcores,
which thofe we call the Gentry have forgot.
But I have not the love, or hardly the civility,

3 of
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of any one man in power or ftation; and I
can boaft that I neither vifit nor am acquainted
with any Lord Temporal or Spiritual in the
whole kingdom ; nor am able to do the leaft
good office to the moft deferving man, except
what I can difpofe of in my own Cathedral
upon a vacancy. What hath funk my {pirits
more than even years and ficknefs, is reflecting
on the moft execrable Corruptions that run |
through every branch of public management.
I heartily thank you for thofe lines tranflated,
Singula de nobis anni, &c. You have put them
in a ftrong and admirable light ; but however
I am fo partial, as to be more delighted with
thofe which are to do me the greateft honour
I fhall ever receive from pofterity, and will
outweigh the malignity of ten-thoufand ene-
mies, I never faw them before, by which it
is plain that the letter you fent me mifearry’d.
I do not doubt that you have choice of
new acquaintance, and fome of them may be
deferving : For Youth is the feafon of Virtue;
Corruptions grow with years, and T believe the
oldeft rogue in England is the greateft. You
have years enough before you * to watch whe-
ther thefe new acquaintance will keep their
Virtue, when they leave yon and go into the
world ; how long will their {pirit of indepen-

3 He was miftaken.

dency
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dency laft againft the temptations of future Mi-
nifters, and future Kings.—As to the new Lord
Lieutenant, I never knew any of the family ;
{o that I thall not be able to get any jobb done
by him for any deferving friend.

L E T R LRl

From Dr. SwirrT.

Heb. 7,173 5-0.

T is fome time fince I dined at the bithop
of Derry’s, where Mr, Secretary Cary told
me with great concern, that you were taken
very ill. I have heard nothing fince, only I
have continued in great pain of mind, yet for
my own fake and the world’s more than for
yours; becaufe I well know how little you va-
lue life both as a Philofopher and a Chriftian,
particularly the latter, wherein hardly one in
a million of us heretics can equal you, If you
are well recovered, you ought to be reproached
for not putting me efpecially out of pain, who
could not bear the lofs of you; although we
muit be for ever diftant as much as if I were
in the grave, for which my years and continual
indifpofition are preparing me every feafon, 1
have {taid too long from prefling you to give
3 me
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me fome eafe by an account of your health;
pray do not ufe me fo ill any more, T look
upon you as an eftate from which I receive my
beft annual rents, although I am nevew to fee
it. Mr. Tickel was at the fame meeting un-
der the fame real concern ; and fo were a hun-
dred others of this town who had never feen
you.

I read to the Bifhop of Derry the paragraph
mn your letter which concerned him, and his
Lordthip exprefs’d his thankfulnefs in a manner
that became him. He is efteemed here as a
perfon of learning and converfation and huma-
nity, but he is beloved by all people.

I have no-bedy now left but you : Pray, be
{o kind to out-live me; and then die as foon a5
you pleafe, but without pain ; and let us meet
in a better place, if my Religion will permit,
but rather my Virtue, although much unequal
to yours. Pray, let my Lord Bathurft know
how much I love him ; I fill infift on his re-
membring me, although he is too much in the
world to honour an abfent friend with his let-
ters. My ftate of health is not to boaft of;
my giddinefs is more or lefs too conftant; I
fleep ill, and have a poor appetite. I can as
cafily write a Poem in the Chinefe-language as
my own : I am as fit for Matrimony as inven-
tion ; and yet I have daily fchemes for innu-
TR | merable
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merable Effays in profe, and proceed fometimes
to no lefs than half a dozen lines, which the
next morning become walte paper. W hat
vexes me moft is, that my female friends, who
could bear me very well a dozen years ago,
have now forfaken me, although I am not {o
old in proportion to them, as I formerly was :
which I can prove by Arithmetic, for then I
was double their age, which now Iam not. Pray,
put me out of fear as {oon as you can, about that
ugly report of your illnefs ; and let me know
who this Chefelden is, that hath {o lately {prung
up in your favour ! Give me alfo fome account
of your neighbour who writ to me from Bath:
I hear he refolves to be ftrenuous for taking off
the Teft ; which grieves me extremely, from
all the unprejudiced Reafons I ever was able to
form, and againt the maxims of all wife Chri-
(tian governments *, which always had fome
eftablifh’d Religion, leaving at beft a toleration
to others.

Farewel, my deareft friend ! ‘ever, and upon
every account that can create friendfhip and
efteem.

* The Author of the Differtation on parties appears to be
of the fame opinion.

T LETTER

M.
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LR YT B R CEXXY
March 25, 1436.

¥ ever I write more Epiftles in Verfe, one

of them fhall be addrefs’d to you. I have
long concerted it, and begun it, but T would
make what bears your name as finithed as my
laft work ought to be, that is to fay, more fi-
nithed than any of the reft. The {ubject is
large; and will divide into four Epiftles, which
naturally follow the Effay on Man, viz. 1. Of
the Extent and Limits of Human Reafon and
Science. 2. A view of the ufeful and therefore
attainable, and of the un-ufeful and therefore
un-attainable, Arts. 3. Of the Nature, Ends,
Application, and Ufe of different Capacities.
4. Of the Ufe of Learning, of the Science of
the Werld, and of Wiz, - It will conclude with
a.Satire againft the mifapplication of all thefe,
exemplify’d by pictures, characters, and exam-
ples.

But alas ! the tafk is great, and non fim qua-
s eram ] My underftanding indeed, fuch as it
15, is extended rather than diminifth’d: T fee
things more in the whole, more confiftent, and

nore clearly deduced from, and related to, each
other, But what I gain on the fide of philofo-
phy, I lofe on the fide of poetry : the flowers
are gone, when the fruits begin to ripep, and
| the
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the fruits perhaps will never ripen perfectly.
The climate (under our Heaven of a Court)
15 but cold and .uncertain; the winds rife,
and the winter comes on. I find myfelf but
little difpofed to build a new houfe ; I have
nothing - left but to gather up the reliques
of a wreck, and look about me to fee how few
friends I have left. Pray, whofe efteem or ad-
miration {hould I defire now to procure by my
writings ?  whofe friendthip or converfation to
obtain by ’em ? Tam a man of defperate for-
tunes, that is, a man whofe friends are dead -
for I never aim’d at any other fortune than in
friends. As foon as I had fent my laft letter,
I receiv’d a moft kind one from you, exprefling
great pain for my late illnefs at Mr. Chefelden’s.
I conclude you was eafed of that friendly ap-
prehenfion in a few days after you had dif
patch’d yours, for mine muft have reached you
then. I wondered a little at your quzre, who
Chefelden was ? It thews that the trueft merit
does not travel {o far any way as on the wings
of poetry ; he is the moft noted, and moft de-
ferving man, in the whole profeffion of Chirur-
gery 5 and has fav’d the lives of thoufands by
his manner of cutting for the ftone.—I am now

well, or what T muft call {o.
I have lately feen fome writings of Lord B.’s,
fince he w:nt to Frence, Nothing can deprefs
his
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his Genius: What ever befals him, he will ftill
be the greateft man in the world, either in his
own time, or with pofterity.

Every man you know or care for here, en-
quires of you, and pays you the only devoir he
can, that of drinking your health, I with you
had any motive to fee this kingdom. I could
keep you, for I am rich, thatis, I have more
than I want. I can afford room for yourfelf
and two fervants ; I have indeed room enough,
nothing but myfelf at home ; the kind and
hearty houfe-wife is dead ! the agreeable and
inftrucive neighbour is gone! yet my houfe is
inlarg’d, and the gardens extend and flourith,
as knowing nothing of the guefts they have loft.
I have more fruit-trees and kitchen-garden than
you have any thought of ; nay I have good
Melons and Pine-apples of my own growth. 1
am as much a better Gardener, as I am a worfe
Poet, than when you faw me: Bat gardening is
near a-kin to Philofophy, for Tully fays, Agri-
cultura proxima fapientice. For God’s fake,
why fhould not yous (that are a ftep higher
than a Philofopher, a Divine, yet have too
much grace and wit than to be a Bithop) €’en
give all you have to the Poor of Ireland (for
whom you have already done every thing elfe)
fo quit the place, and live and die with me?
And let Tales anime concordes be our Motto
and our Epitaph,

LETTER
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o s e B e B b 4 9, I
From Dr. SwirmT.

Dublin, April 22, 1736,

: Y common illnefs is of that kind which

utterly difqualifies me for all converfa-
tion ; I mean my Deafnefs; and indeed it is
that only which difcourageth me from all
thoughts of coming to England ; becaufe I am
never fure that it may not return in a week. If
it were a good honeft Gout, I could catch an
interval, to take a voyage, and in a2 warm
lodging get an eafy chair, and be able to hear
and roar among my friends, ¢ As to what
““ you fay of your Letters, fince you have many
years of life more than I, my refolution is to
direct my Executors to fend you all your let-
ters, well fealed and pacqueted, along with
fome legacies mentioned in my will, and
leave them entirely to your difpofal : Thofe
things are all tied up, endors’d and locked in
a cabinet, and I have not one fervant who can
properly be faid to write or read: No mor-
tal fhall copy them, but you fhall furely
have them when I am no more.” I have
a little repined at my being hitherto flipped
by you in your Epiftles, not from any other
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ambition than the Title of a Friend, and in
that fenfe I expect you fhall perform your pro-
mife, if your health and leifure and inclination
will permit. - I deny your lofing on the fide of
Poetry ; I could reafon againft you a little from
experience ; you are, and will be fome years
to come, at the age when Invention {till keeps
its ground, and Judgment is at full maturity ;
but your fubjects are much more difficult when
confin’d to Verfe. I am amazed to fee you
exhauft the whole {cience of Morality in {o ma-
fierly a manner. Sir W. Temple, faid that the
Iofs of Friends was a 'Tax upon long life: It
need not be very long, fince you have had fo
oreat a fhare, but 1 have not above one left:
and in this Country I have only a few general
companions of good nature and middling under-
ftandings. How fhould I know Chefelden ?
On your fide, men of fame ftart up and die be-
fore we here (at leaft I) know any thing of the
matter. I am a little comforted with what you
fay of Lord B.’s Genius ftill keeping up, and
preparing to appear by effeCts worthy of the
author, and ufeful to the world.—Common
reports have made me very uneafy about your
neighbour Mr. P. It is affirmed that he hath
been very near death : I love him for being a
Patriot in moft corrupted times, and highly
efteem his excellent underftanding. - Nothing

but
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but the perverfe nature of my diforders, as I
have above defcribed them, and which are ab-
folute difqualifications for converfe, could hin-
der me from waiting on you at Twittenham,
and nurfing you to Paris. In fthort, my Ail-
ments amount to a prohibition, although I am,
as you defcribe yourfelf, what I mufl call well,
yet I have not {pirits left to ride out, which
(excepting walking) was my only diverfion.
And I muft expet to decline every month, like
one who lives upon his principal fum which
muft leflen every day; and indeed I am like-
wife literally almoft in the fame cafe, while
every body owes me, and no-body pays me.
Inftead of a young race of Patriots on your fide,
which gives me fome glimpfe of joy, here we
have the direct contrary, a race of young Dunces
and Atheifts, or old Villains and Monfters,
whereof four fifths are more wicked and ftu-
pid than Chartres. Your wants are fo few,
that you need not be rich to fupply them ; and
my wants are {o many, that a King’s feven
millions of guineas would not fupport me.

LETTER
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T T ER TXSLL

Aug. 17, 1736,
[’ Find, tho’ T have lefs experience than you,
the truth of what you told me fome time
ago, that increafe of years makes men more
talkative but lefs writative: to that degree, that
I now write no letters but of plain bufinefs, or
plain how-d’ye’s, to thofe few I am forced to
correfpond with, either out of neceffity, ot
love: And I grow Laconic even beyond Laco-
nicifme; for fometimes I return only Yes, or
No, to queftionary or petitionary Epiftles of
half a yard long. You and Lord Bolingbroke
are the only men to whom I write, and always
in folio. You are indeed almoft the only men
I know, who either can write in this age, of
whofe writings will reach the next: Othersare
mere mortals, Whatever failings fuch men
may have, a refpe& is due to them, as Lumi-
naries whofe exaltation renders their motion 4
little irregular, or rather caulfes it to feem fo to
others. Iam afraid to cenfure any thing I hear
of Dean Swift, becaufe I hear it only from
mortals, blind and dull: And you fhou’d be
cautious of cenfuring any action or motion of
Lord B. becaufe you hear it only from fhallow,
envious,
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envious, or malicious reporters. What you
writ to me about him I find to my great fcan-
dal repeated in one of youis to —. Whatever
you might hint to me, was this for the pro-
phane? the thing, if true, fhould be conceal’d;
but it is, I aflure you, abfolutely untrue, in eve-
ry citcumftance. He has fixed in a very agree-
able retirement near Fontainbleau, and makes
it his whole bufinefs wacare literis. But tell me
the truth, were you not angfy at his omitting
to write to you fo long? I may, for I hear from
him feldomer than from you, that is twice or
thrice a year at moft.  Can you poflibly think
he can negleét you, or difrégard you? I you
catch yourfelf at thinking fuch nonfenfe, your
parts are decay’d : For, believe me, great Ge-
nius’s muft and do efteem one another, and I
queftion if any others can efteém or compre-
hend uncommeon merit.  Others only guefs at
that merit, or fee glimmerings of their minds:
A genius has the intuitive faculty: Therefore,
magine what you will, you cannot be fo fure
of any man’s efteem as of his. If I can think
that neither he nor you defpife me, it is a
greater honour to me by far, and will be thought
fo by pofterity, than if all the Houfe of Lords
writ Commendatory Verfes upon me, the Com-
mons order’d me to print my Works, the Uni-

verfities

)
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verfities gave me public thanks, and the King;,
Queen, and Prince crown’d me with Laurel.
You are a very ignorant man ; you don’t know
the figure his name and yoors will make here-
after: I do, and will preferve all the memo-
rials I can, that I was of your intimacy ; /ingo,
JSed proximus, intervalle. T will not quarrel with
the prefent Age; it has done enough for me, in
making and keeping- you two my friends. Do
not you be too angry at it, and let not him be
too angry at it; it has done and can do neither
of you any manner of harm;, as long as it has
not, and cannot burn your works: while thofe
fubfift, you’ll both appear the greateft men of
the time, in fpite of Princes and Minifters;
and the wifeft, in fpite of all the little Errors
you may pleafe to commit.

Adieu. . May better health attend you, than,
I fear, you pofiefs; may but as good health at-
tend you always as mine is at prefent ; tolerable,
when an eafy mind is join’d with it

LETTER
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e e e LX X XT1T,
From Dr. SwirT,

Decemb. 2, 1736.

Think you owe me a letter, but whether
you do or not, I have not been in a condi-
tion to write. . Years and Infirmities have quite
broke me; I mean that odious continual difor-
der in my head. I neither read, nor write, nor
remember, nor converfe. All I have left is to
walk and ride; the firft I can do tolerably; but
the latter, for want of good weather at this fea-
fon, is feldom in my power; and having not an
ounce of fleth about me, my fkin comes off in
ten miles riding, becaufe my fkin and bone can-
not agree together. But I am angry, becaufe
you will not fuppofe me as fick as-I am, and
write to me out of perfe&t charity, although I
fhould not be able to anfwer. I have too many
vexations by my ftation and the impertinence of
people, to be able to bear the mortification of
not hearing from a very few diftant friends that
are left; and, confidering how time and fortune
have ordered matters, I have hardly one friend
left but yourfelf. What Horace fays, Singula
de nobis anni preedantur, 1 feel every month, at
fartheft ; and by this computation, if I hold
U out
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out two years, I fhall think it a miracle. My
comfort is, you begun to diftinguith fo con-
founded early, that your acquaintance with dif-
tinguifh’d men of all kinds was almoft as antient
as mine. I mean Wycherly, Row, Prior, Con-
greve, Addifon, Parnel, 8c. and in {pite of your
heart, you have owned me a Cotemporary.
Not to mention Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke,
Harcourt, Peterborow: In fhort, I was t’other
day recolleCting twenty-feven great Minifters,
or Men of Wit and Learning, who are all dead,
and all of my acquaintance, within twenty years
paft; neither have I the grace to be forry, that
the prefent times are drawn to the dregs as well
as my own life—May my friends be happy in
this and a better life, but I value not what be-
comes of Pofterity when I confider from what
Monfters they are to {pring.—My Lord Orrery
writes to you to-morrow, and you fee I {fend
this under his cover, or at leaft franked by him.
He has 3000/ a year about Cork, and the
neighbourhood, and has more than three years
rent unpaid; This is our condition, in thefe .
blefled times. I writ to your neighbour about
a month ago, and fubfcribed my name: I fear
he hath not received my letter, and: with you
would afk him; but perhaps he is {till a ramb-
ling; for we hear of him at Newmarket, and

that Boerhaave hath reftored his health,—How
lﬂy
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my fervices are leflened of late with the num-
ber of my friends on your fice! yet, my Lord
Bathurft and Lord Maftham and Mr. Lewis re-
main, and being your acquaintance I defire when
you fec them to deliver my compliments; but
chiefly to Mrs. P. B. and let me know-whether
the be as young and agreeable as when I faw
her laft? Have you got a fupply of new friends
to make up for thofe who are gone? and are
they equal to the firft? I am afraid it is with
friends as with times; and that the laudator tem-
poris aéti fe puero, is equally applicable to both,
I am lefs grieved for living here, becaufe it isa
perfect retirement, and confequently fitteft for
thofe who are grown good for nothing : for this
town and kingdom are as much out of the world
as North-Wales—My head is {o ill that I can-
not write a paper full as I ufed to do; and yet
I will not forgive a blank of half an inch from
you.—1I had reafon to expect from fome of your
letters, that we were to hope for more Epiftles
of Morality ; and, I affure you, my acquaintance
refent that they have not feen my name at the
head of one. The fubjects of fuch Epiftles are
more ufeful to the public, by your manner of
handling them, than any of all your writings;
and although, in fo profligate a world as ours,
they may poffibly not much mend our man-
ners, yet pofterity will enjoy the benefit, when-

)2 ever




292 LETTERS TO AND

ever a Court happens to have the leaft relith for
Virtue and Rel; gion.

L E T-T E R.:LXXXIV.

To Dr. SwirFT.

Decemb. 30, 1736.

YOUR very kind letter has made me more

melancholy, than almoft any thing in this
world now can do. For I can bear every thing
In it, bad as it is, better than the complaints of
my friends. Tho’ others tell me you are in
pretty good health, and in good fpirits, I find
the contrary when you open your mind to me:
And indeed it is but a prudent part, to {feem not
fo concern’d about others, nor fo crazy ourfelves
as we really are: for we fhall neither be be-
loved nor efteem’d the more, by our common
acquaintance, for any afflition or any infirmi-
ty. But to our true friend we may, we muft
complain, of what (’tis a thoufand to one) he
complains with us; for if we have known him
long, he is old, and if he has known the world
long, he is out of humour at it. If you have but
as much more health than others at your age, as
you have more wit and good temper, you fhall

not have much of my Pity: But if you ever live
« 1O
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to have lefs, you fhall not have lefs of my Af-
fetion. A whole people will rejoyce at every
year that fhall be added to you, of which you
have had a late inftance in the public rejoycings
on your birth-day. I can aflure you, fomething
better and greater than high birth and quality
muft go toward acquiring thofe demonfirations
of public efteem and love. I have {cen a royal
birth-day uncelebrated, but by one vile Ode,
and one hired bonfire. Whatever years may
take away from you, they will not take away
the general efteem, for your Senfe, Virtue, and
Charity.

The moft melancholy effet of years is that
you mention, the catalogue of thofe we lov’d
and have loft, perpetually encreafing. How
much that Refletion {truck me, you "1l fee from
the Motto I have prefix’d to my Book of Let-
ters, which {o much againft my inclination has
been drawn from me. It is from Catullus :

Quo defiderio veteres revocamus Amores,
Atgue olim amiffas flemus Amicitias!

I detain this letter till I can ficd fome fafe con-
veyance; innocent as it is, and as all letters of
mine muft be, of any thing to offend my fupe-
riors, except the reverence I bear to true merit
and virtue. ¢ But I have much reafon to f:ar,

“ thofe which you have too partially kept in

Ui ‘¢ your
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¢ your hands will get out in {fome very difagree-
“ able fhape, in cafe of our mortality: and the
““ more reafon to fear it, fince this laft month
¢« Curl has obtain’d from Ireland two letters,
““ (one of Lord Bolingbroke and pne of mine,
“ to you, which we wrote in the year 1723)
“ and he has printed them, to the beft of my
‘““ memory, rightly, except one paffage concern-
“ ing Dawley, which muft have been fince in-
¢ ferted, fince my Lord had not that place at
¢ that time. Your anfwer to that letter he has
““ not got; it has never been out of my cufto-
“ dy; for whatever is lent is loft (Wit as well
““ as Money) to thefe needy poetical Readers.”
The world will certainly be the better for
his change of life. He feems in the whole turn
of his letters, to be a fettled and principled Phi-
lofopher, thanking Fortune for the Tranquillity
he has been led into by her averfion, like a man
driven by a violent wind, from the fea into a
calm harbour. Youafk me, if I have got any
fupply of new Friends to make up for thofe
that are gone? I think that impoflible, for not
our friends only, but fo much of ourfelves is
gone by the mere flux and courfe of years, that,
were the fame Friends to be reftored to us, we
could not be reftored to ourfelves, to enjoy
them. But as when the continual wathing of
a river takes away our flowers and plants, it
throws
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throws weeds and fedges in their room*; {o the
courfe of time brings us fomething, as it de-
prives us of a great deal ; and inftead of leaving
us what we cultivated, and L‘Vpcﬂ‘cd to flourith
and adorn us, gives us onlv what is of fome lit-
tle ufe, by ucm&cnt Thes T have acquired,

without my lu.L!xIl'le, a few chance-acquaintance,
of young men, who look rather to the paft age
than the prefent, and therefore the future may
have fome hopes of them. If I love them,itis
becaufe they honour {fome of thofe whom I, and
the world, have loft, or are lofing. Two or
three of them have diftinguifly’d themfelves in
Parliament, and you will own 1n a very uncom-
mon manner, when I tell you it 1s by their af-
ferting of Independency, and Contempt of Cor-

ruption. One or two are link’d to me by their
love of the fame ftudies and the fame authors:
but I will own to you, my moral capacity has

0]

got fo much the better of my poetical, that I
ha e few acquaintance on the latter {core, and
none ‘Wlt]l{)ht a cafting weight on the former.
But I find my heart harden’d and blunt to new

2 There are fome ftrokes | the complaints of a peevifh
in this letter, which can no | old man, labouring and im-
otherwife be accounted for, | patientunder his infirmities;
than by the Author’s extreme | and too intent in the mend~
compaffion and tendernefs of | ly office of mollifying them.
heart, too much affected by

U 4 impref-
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impreflions, it will fcarce receive or retain af-
feCtions of yelterday ; and thofe friends who
have been dead thefe twenty years, are more
prefent to me now, than thefe I fee daily. You,
dear Sir, are one of the former fort to me in all
refpects, but that we can, yet, correfpond toge-
ther. I don’t know whether ’tis not more vex-
atious, to know we are both in one world, with-
out any further intercourfe. Adieu. T can fay
no more, I feel fo much: Let me drop into
common things—Lord Maftham has juft mar-
ried his fon. Mr. Lewis has juft buried his
wife. Lord Oxford wept over your letter in
pure kindnefs.  Mrs. B. fighs more for you,
than for the lofs of youth. She fays, the will
be agreeable many years hence, for fhe has
learn’d that fecret from fome receipts of your
writing.—Adieu.

LR e A iRt B e g

March 23, 1736-7.
H O’ you were never to write to me, yet
what you defired in your laft, that I would
write often to you, would be a very eafy tafk;
for every day I talk with you, and of you, in my
heart; and I need only fet down what that is
thinking of. 'The nearer I find myfelf verging
to
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to that period of life which is to be labour and
forrow, the more I prop myfelf upon thofe few
{upports that are left me. People in this ftate
are like props indeed, they cannot ftand alone,
but two or more of them can ftand, leaning and
bearing upon one another. I with you and I
might pafs this part of life together. My only
neceflary care is at an end. I am now my own
mafter too much; my houfe is too large; my
gardens furnith too much wood and provifion
for my ufe. My fervants are fenfible and ten-
der of me; they have intermarried, and are be-
come rather low friends than fervants: and to
all thofe that I fee here with pleafure, they take
a pleafure in being ufeful. I conclude this is
your cafe too in your domeftic life, and I fome-
times think of your old houfe-keeper as my
nurfe; tho” I tremble at the fea, which only
divides us. As your fears are not {o great as
mine, and, I firmly hope, your ftrength ftill much
greater, 1s it utterly impoffible, it might once
more be fome pleafure to you to fee England?
My fole motive in propofing France to meet in,
was the narrownels of the paflage by fea from
hence, the Phyficians having told me the weak-

@)

nefs of my breaft, &c. is fuch, as a fea-ficknefs
might indanger my life. 'Tho’ one or two of
our friends are gone, fince you faw your native
country, there remain a few more who wiil laft

{o

T A T r . I e i




298 LETTERS TO AND

fo till death, and who, I cannot but hope, have
an attractive power to draw you back to 2
Country, which cannot quite be funk or en-
{laved, while fuch fpirits remain. And let me
tell you, there are a few more of the fame fpi-
1it, who would awaken all your old Ideas, and
revive your hopes of her future recovery and
Virtue. Thefe look up to you with reverence,
and would be animated by the fight of him at
whofe foul they have taken fire, in his writings,
and deriv’d from thence as much Love of their
fpecies as is confiftent with a contempt for the
knaves of it.

I could never be weary, except at the eyes,
of writing to you; but my real reafon (and a
ftrong one it is) for.doing it fo feldom, is Fear;
Fear of a very great and experienced evil, that
of my letters being kept by the partiality of
friends, and paffing into the hands, and malice
of enemies; who publith them with all their
ImperfeGions on their head ; fo that I write not
on the common terms of honeft men.

Would to God you would come over with
Lord Orrery, whofe care of you in the voyage
I could {o certainly depend on; and bring with
you your old houfe-keeper and two or three
fervants. I have room for all, a heart for all,
and (think what you will) a fortune for all.
We could, were we together, contrive to make

I our
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our laft days eafy, and leave fome fort-of Mo-
nument, what Friends two Wits could be in
fpite of all the fools in the world.  Adieu.

EiE:T T E R--LXX%Vi

From Dr. SwirT.

Dublin, May 31, 1737.
T is true, I owe you fome letters, but it has
pleafed God, that I have not been in a con-
dition to pay you. When you fhall be at my
age, perhaps you may lic under the fame difabi-
lity to your prefent or future friends. But my
age is not my difability, for I can walk fix or
feven miles, and ride a dozen. But I .am deaf
for two months together ; this deafnefs unqua-
lifies me for all company, except a few friends
with counter-tenor voices, whom I can call
names, if they do not fpeak loud enough for
my ears. It is this evil that hath hindered me
from venturing to the Bath, and to Twicken-
ham; for deafnefs being not a frequent difor-
der, hath no allowance given it ; and the fcurvy
figure 2 man affeGted that way makes in com-
pany, is utterly infupportable.
It was I began with the petition to you of
Orna me, and now you come like an unfair
merchant, to change me with being in your

di?bt 8
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debt; which by your way of reckoning I muft
always be, for yours are always guineas, and
mine farthings; and yet I have a pretence to
quarrel with you, becaufe I am not at the head
of any one of your Epiftles. I am often won-
dring how you come to excel all mortals on
the fubject of Morality, even in the poetical
way ; and fhould have wondred more, if Na-
ture and Education had not made you a profef-
for of it from your infancy. ¢ All the letters
“ I can find of yours, 1 have faftened in a folio
¢ cover, and the reft in bundles endors’d: Rat,
‘¢ by reading their dates, I find a chafm of fix
¢ years, of which I can find no copies; and
“ yet I keep them with all poffible care: But,
¢ I have been forced, on three or four occa-
“ fions, to fend all my papers to fome friends ;
“ yet thofe papers were all fent fealed in bun-
“ dles, to fome faithful friends; however, what
““ I have are not much above fixty.”” I found
nothing in any one of them to be left out:
None of them have any thing to do with Par-
ty, of which you are the cleareft of all men by
your Religion, and the whole tenour of your
life; while I am raging every moment againft
the Corruption of both kingdoms, efpecially of

this; fuch is my weaknefs.
I have read your Epiftle of Horace to Au-
guftus: it was fent me in the Englith Edition,
as
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as foon as it could come. They are printing it
in a fmall o&avo. The curious are looking
out, fome for flattery, fome for Ironics in it;
the four folks think they have found out fome:
But your admirers here, I mean every man of
tafte, affect to be certain, that the Profeffion of
friendfhip to Me in the fame poem, will not
fuffer you to be thought a Flatterer. My hap-
pinefs is that you are too far engaged, and in
{pite of you the ages to come will celebrate me,
and know you were a friend who loved and
efteemed me, although I dyed the object of
Court and Party hatred.

Pray, who is that Mr. Glover, who writ the
Epic Poem called Leonidas, which is re-print-
ing here, and hath great vogue? We have fre-
quently good Poems of late from London. I
have juft read one upon Converfation, and two
or three others. -But the croud do not incum-
ber you, who, like the Orator or Preacher, ftand
aloft, and are feen above the reft; more than the
whole affembly below.

I am able to write no more; .and this is my
third endeavour, which is too weak to finith the
paper. I am, my deareft friend, yours entirely,
as long as I can write, or fpeak, or think.

J. SwirT.

LEETTER
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e ST TR EXXXVAEE
From Dr. SwirT.

Dublin, July 23, 1737.

I Sent a letter to you fome weeks ago, which
my Lord Orrery inclofed in one of his, to
which I receiv’d as yet no anfwer, but it will
be time enough when his Lordfhip goes over,
which will be, as he hopes, in about ten days,
and then he will take with him ¢ all the letters
““I preferved of yours, which are not above
“ twenty-five. " I find there is a great chafm of
¢ fome years, but the dates are more early than
“ my two laft journeys to England,which makes
“ me imagine, that in one of thofe journeys I
“ carried over another Cargo.”” But I cannot
truft my memory half an hour; and my diforders
of deafnefs and giddinefs increafe daily. So that
I am declining as faft as it is eafily poffible for
me, if I were a dozen years older.
We have had your volume of letters, which,
I am told, are to be printed here : Some of thofe
who highly efteem you, and a few who know
you perfonally, are grieved to find you make
no diftinction between the Englith Gentry of
this Kingdom, and the favage old Irith (who
are only the vulgar, and fome Gentlemen who
live
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live in the Irith parts of the Kingdom) but the
Englith Colonies, who are three parts in four,
are much more civilized than many Counties in
England, and fpeak better Englith, and are much
better bred. And they think it very hard, that
an American who is of the fifth generation from
England, fhould be allowed to preferve that
title, only becaufe we have been told by fome
of them that their names are entered in fome
parith in London. I have three or four Cou-
fins here who were born in Portugal, whofe pa-
rents took the fame care, and they are all of
them Londoners. Dr. Delany, who, as I take
it, is of an Irith family, came to vifit me three
days ago, on purpofe to complain of thofe paf-
fages in your Letters ; he will not allow fuch
a difference between the two climates, but will
affert that North - Wales, Northumberland,
Yorkfhire, and the other Northern Shires have
a more cloudy ungenial air than any part of
Ireland. In fhort, I am afraid your friends
and admirers here will force you to make a Pa-
linody,

As for the other parts of your volume of
Letters, my opinion is, that there might be
colleted from them the beft Syftem that ever

‘was wrote for the Conduét of human life, at

leaft to thame all reafonable men out of their
Follies and Vices, It is fome recommenda-
tion
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tion of this Kingdom, and of the tafte of
the people, that you are at leaft as highly cele-
brated here as you are at home. If you
will blame us for Slavery, Corruption, Athe-
ifm, and fuch trifles, do it freely, but include
England, only with an addition of every other
Vice.—I wifh you would give orders againft
the corruption of Englith by thofe Scriblers,
who fend us over their trath in Profe and V erfe,
with abominable curtailings and quaint moderp-
ifms. I now am daily expecting an end of
life : I have loft all {pirit, and every fcrap of
health ; I fometimes recover a little of my hear-
ing, but my head is ever out of order. While
I have any ability to hold a commerce with
you, I will never be filent, and this chancing
to be a day that I can hold a pen, I will drag
it as long as I am able. Pray let my Lord Or-
rery fee you often ; next to yourfelf I love no
man fo well ; and tell him what I fay, if he vi-
fits you. I have now done, for it is evening,
and my head grows worfe. May God always
protect you, and preferve you long, for a pat-
tern of Piety and Virtue.

Farewel, my deareft and almoft only conftant
friend. Iamever, at leaft in my efteem, ho-
nour, and affection to you, what I hope you
expect me to be,

Yours, &c.
I BT -T ER

. —r————
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From Dr. SwirT.
My dear Friend, Dublin, Aug. 8, 173S.
E Have yours of Julyzs, and firft I defire you

7ill look upon me as a man worn with years,
and funk by public as well as perfonal vexations.
I have entirely loft my memory, uncapable of
converfation by a cruel deafnefs, which has laft-
ed almoft a year, and I defpair of any cure, 1
fay not this to encreafe your compaflion (of
which you have already too great a part) but as
an excufe for my not being regular in my Let-

ters to you, and fome few other friends. 1
have an ill name in the Poft-Office of both
Kingdoms, which makes the Letters addrefied
to me not feldom mifcarry, or be opened and
read, and then fealed in a bungling manner be-
fore they come to my hands. Our friend Mrs.

B. is very often in my thoughts, and high in

of my humble thanks and {ervice to her. That
{uperior univerfal Genius you defcribe, whofe
hand-writing T know towards the end of your
Letter, hath made me both proud and happy ;
but by what he writes I fear he will be toodoon
gone to his Foreft abroad. He began (in the
Queen’s time to be my Patron, -and then -de-
{fcended to be my Friend.

X I

T 1 5 g ﬂ.‘u P ~
my efteem ; I defire, you will be the meflenger
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It 1s a great favour of Heaven, that your
health grows better by the addition of years, I
have abfolutely done with Poetry for feveral
years palt, and even at my beft times I could
produce nothing but trifles: I therefore reject
your compliments on_that fcore, and it is no
compliment in me ; for I take your fecond Dia-
logue that you lately fent me, to cqual almoft
any thing yéu ever writ; although I live fo
much out of the world, that I am ignorant of
the facts and perfons,which, T prefume, are very
well known from Temple-bar to St. James’s ;
{I mean the Court exclufive.)

“ I can faithfully affure you, that every let-
“ ter you have favour’d me with, thefe twenty
“ years and more, are fealed up in bundles,
““ and delivered to Mrs. W , avery worthy,
““rational, and judicious Coufin of mine, and
““ the only relation whofe vifits I'can fuffer: All
“ thefe Letters fhe is directed to fend fafely to
“ you upon my deceafe.”

My Lord Orrery is gone with his Lady toa
part of her eftate in the North : She is a pér-
fon of very good underftanding as any I know
of her fex. Give me leave to write here a fhort
anfwer to my Lord B’s letter in the laft page
of yours.

My dear Lord, .

I'am infinitely obliged to your Lordthip for
.he honour of your letter, and kind remem-
prance
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brance of me. I do hereconfefs, that 1 have
more obligations to your Lordfhip than to all
the world befides. You never deceived me,
even when you weré a great Minifter of State:
and yet I love you {till more, for your condef-
cending to write to me, when you had the ho-
nour to be an Exil. T can hardly hope to live
till you publith your Hiftory, and-am vain
enough to wifh that my name could be fqueez’d
in among the few Subalterns, guorum pars par-
va fut : If not, T will be revenged, and con-
trive fome way to be known to futurity, that
I had the honour to have your Lordthip for my
beft Patron ; and I will live and die, with the
higheft veneration and gratitude, your moft obe-
dient, &c.

P. S. Iwill here in a Poftfcript correct (if it
be poffible) the blunders I have made in my
letter. I fhewed my Coufin the above letter,
and fhe affures me, that a great Collection of

*you
UL letters to
my you,

me =
> are put up and fealed,

* *Tis written juft thus in || ‘were return’d him after M.
the ‘Original.  The ‘Book | Gay’s death : tho’ any
that is now printed feems to | mention.made by Mr. P. of
be part of the Collection |:the:Return orExchange of
here:{poken of, as it contains | ‘Letters has been indu/ riouf~
not only the Letters of Mr. | ly. fuppreft in the Publica-
Pope but of Dr. Swiit, -both | tion, and only appears by
%o him and Mr, Gay, which + fome of the Anfwers.

X 2 and
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and in fome very fafe hand °.

I am; my moft

dear and honoured Friend, entirely yours,

Ji S xarar,

It is now Aug. 24,
1738,

® The Earl of ORRERY to Mr. Pope.

S LR

I am more and more con-
vinced that your letiers are
neither Ioff nor burnt: but
who the Dean means by a
fafe hand 7n Ireland, is beyond
my power of gueffing, the I
am particularly acquainted
with moft, if not all, of his
Jriends.  As I knew you had
the recovery of thofe Letters
at beart, I ook more than
ordinary pains, to find out
_where they were ; but my en-
quiries were to no purpofe,
and, 1 fear, whoever has them,
25 to0 tenacious of them to di-
cover where they lie. *° Mys.
“ W'— did affure me fbe had
¢ not one of them, and feem’d
%€ to be under great uneafinefs
“ that you [beuld imagine
< they were left with ber.

¢ She likewife told me fhe

™~

¢ bad flop’d the Dean's lei~
“ ter which gave you that
¢ information y but believed
¢ he would write fuch an-
 other 3 and therefore de-
¢ fird me to affure you,
€ from bery that fhe was to-
“ tally ignorant where thay
€ quere.”’

You may make what nfe
you pleafe, either to the Deon
or any other perfon, of what
1 have told you. 1 am ready
to teflify it; and I think it
ought to be known, <¢ That
¢ the Dean faps they are
 deliver’d into a afe band,
“ and * Mrs. W— declares
‘¢ fbe bas them not. The
¢ Confequence of their being
€ bereafter - publifped may
¢ give uneafinefs to Jome of
“¢ your Friends, and of courfe

* This Lady fince gave M, Pope the firongeft Affurances that fhe had ufed

her utmoft Endeavours to prevent the Publication ;

nay, went fo far as to fe-

crete the Book, till it was commanded from her, and delivered to the Dublin

Printer: Whereupon her Son-in-law

» D. Swift, Efg; infifted upon writing a

Preface, to juftify Mr. P. from having any Knowledge of it, and to lay it up-

on the corrupt Praétices of the Printers

in London; but this' he would not

agree 10, as not knowing the Truth of the Fadt, B

¢ ia
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< 70 you: [o I would do all

€ inmy power to make you
< entirely eafy inthat peint.”’

This is the firft time I
have put pen to paper fince

my late misfortune, and I
Jhould fay (as an excufe for

O WALE T, ete. 0n

this letter) that it has coff

me [ome painy did it not al-

low me an Gjﬁpr}?‘f!—!ﬂ:‘.f_j} i m‘:—

Jure you, that I am,
Dear Sir,

With the trueft eficem,

Your very faithful and obedient Servant,

Marfton, O, 4, 1733,

ORRER Y-
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