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may have been foured by petfonal ill treat-
X ey fmge e 1
muﬁj of m, melanc lmlw, proipects for the pub-

llC am too much a pmluuan to expoic my
own L.lc. by offenfive words. And, if my
genius fmd pirit be funk 1 by encre afin
I have at iCJ..L enough difcretion left, not to mifs
take the meafure of my own :11_\»‘1*.?5: by at-
tc:mp1 Ing 111% jects w hut thofe Talents are ne-
ceflary, which perhaps I may have loft with
my youth.
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Dr.SwirT to Mr. Gavy,

Dublin, Jan. 8, 1722-3.
Oming home after a thort Chriftmas rama
ble, i L a letter upon my table, and
little expedted en I opened it to read your
name at the 't ttom. Ej_ beft and greatefk

part of my Eif—:, intil thefe laft eight }-:.-Lrs, I
fpent in Hn-’rlﬂnd ; there I made my friendfhips,
and there I left my defires. Iam condemned
for ever to another country 3 what is in pru-
duence to be done? I think, to be oblitufque
meorum, eblrvifcendus & 7llis. 'What can be the
defign of your letter but malice, to wake me out
of a fcurvy fleep, which however is better
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than none? I am towards nine years older
fince I left you, yet that is the leaft of my al-
terations ; my bufinefs, my diverfions, my con-
verfations, are all entirely changed for the worfe,
and {o are my ftudies and my amufements in
writing ; yet, after all, this humdrum way of
life might be paffable enough, if you would let
me alone. I fhall not be able to relith my wine,
my parfons, my horfes, nor my garden for
three months, until the {pirit you have raifed
fhall be difpoffefled. I have fometimes won-
dered that I have not vifited you, but I have
been ftopt by too many reafons, befides years
and ]a,gmdb, and yet thefe are very good
ones. Upon my return after halfa year amongft
you, there would be to me Defiderio nec pudor
nec modus, I was three years reconciling my-
{elf to the fcene, and the bulinefs, to which
fortune hath condemned me, and ftupidity was
what I had recourfe to. Befides, what a figure
fhould I make in London, v.hlh. my friends
are in povert ty, C}\llt,ulﬂ:d% or Jmmliunmwt
and my enemies with rods of iron ? “mt I often
threaten myfelf with the j journey, and am ever:;
fummer pr actifing tu get health to bear it ; '] '1 1e
only inconvenience is, that [ grow old in theex

H

periment. Although care not to talk to you as
a i,:_:vrnc, :'C }-" pe you have not been author
of your co do ru drink bad wine, or keep

}'-ill.;'l
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bad company ? Are you not as many years ols
der as I? It will not be always Kz tibi guos mibz
demplerit Apponet ammos. 1 am heartily forry
you have any dealings with that ugly diftem-
per, and I believe our friend Arbuthnot will
recommend you to temperance and exercife. 1
with they could have as good an effect upon the
giddinefs I am fubjeét to, and which this mo=
ment I am not free from. 1 {hould have been
glad if you had lengthened your letter by tel-
ling me the prefent condition of many of my
old acquaintance, Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis,
&c. but you mention only Mr. Pope, who I
believe is lazy, or elfe he might have added
three lines of his own. I am extremely glad
he is not in your cafe of needing great mens faa
vour, and could heartily with that you were in
his. T have been confidering why Poets have
fuch ill fuccefs in making their Court, fince
they are allowed to be the greateft and beft of
all flatterers : The defect is, that they flatter only
In print or in writing, but not by word of
mouth: They will give things under their hand

#

which they make a confcience of Ki

(peaking,
Befides, they are too libertine to haunt anti-
chambers, too poor to bribe Porters and foote
men, and too proud to cringe to fecond~hand
favourites in a great family. Tell me, are you
not uader Original fin by the dedication of your
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Eclogues to, Lord Bolingbroke? I am an il
Judge at this diftance; .anr.’l befides, am, for my
eafe, utterly ignorant of the LJL“HHUHLQ things
that pafs in the world ; but if all Courts 11:1‘;{:
a famenefs in them (as the Parfons phrafe it)
things may be as they were in my time, when
all emplo}- ments went to Parliament-mens
Friends, who had hu,!] ufeful in Ele&tions, and
there was always a huge Lli’t of names in ar-
rears at the Trealury, whi
take up your feven years expedient to dlil_:}::trgc

€VvEn onc I]"L I amn of Oop N ll'“"‘ if you will

.._.u:—-
—
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not be ofte u-.-;{!j that the fureft courfe wou

1 1 L o
be to get your Friend who :-.,:u_]-.::-;:;xh in your houfe
to recommend you fo the next chief Governor

who comes over 11-:1%: for a 'good cvil employ-
i -
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Court, and the Succefiors; and by the force of
too much honefty or teo little fublunary wif-
dom, you fell between two ftools. Take care
of your health and money ; be lefs modeft and
more active; or elfe turn Parfon and get a Bi-
thoprick here: Would to God they would fend
us as good ones from your fide!

I am ever, &c.

| R R b e e R
Mr. Pore to Dr. SwirT.

Jan. 12, 1723

Find a rebuke in a late Letter of yours, that

both ftings and pleafeth me extremely.
Your faying that I ought to have writ a Poft-
fcript to my friend Gay’s, makes me not con-
tent to write lefs than a whole Letter; and
your feeming to take his kindly, gives me
hopes you will look upon this as a fincere ef-
fe of Friendthip. Indeed as I cannot but
own the Lazinefs with which you tax me, and
with which I may equally charge you, for
both of us have had (and one of us hath both
had and given i) a Surfeit of writing; fo I

i » -
Alluding to his large work on Homer,
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