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42 LETTERS TO AND

Lol 1T -E-R- VI

Lord BorINGBROKE to Dr. Swirt,

Am not {0 lazy as Pope, and therefore you

muft not expeét from me the fime indul-
gence to Lazinefs; in defending his own caufe
he pleads yours, and becomes your Advocate
while he appeals to you as his Judge: You
will do the fame on your part; and I, and the
reft of your common Friends, fhall have great
juftice to expeét from two fuch righteous Tri-
bunals: You refemble perfectly the two Ale-
houfe-keepers in Holland, who were at the

fame time Burgomafters of the Town, and tax-
ed one another’s Rills alternately. I declare be-
fore-hand T will not ftand to the award ; my
Title to your Friendfhip is good, and wants
neither Deeds nor Writings to confirm it: but
annual Acknowledgments at leaft are neceflary
to preferve it: and I begin to fufpect by your
defrauding me of them, tha
to difpute it, and to urge Prefcription againft
me. I would not fay one word to you about
myfelf (fince it is a fubje& on which you ap-
pear to have no curiofity) was it not to try
how far the contraft between Po
and manner of |

t you hopc in time

pe’s fortune
ife, and mine, may be carried.
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FROMDR SWIFT, etc. 43

I have been, then, infinitely more uniform
and lefs diffipated than when you knew me
and cared for me. That Love which I ufed to
{catter with fome profufion among the female
kind, has been thefe many years devoted to
one object. A great many misfortunes (for {o
they are called, though fometimes very impro-
perly) and a retirement from the world, have
made that juft and nice difcrimination between
my Acquaintance and my Friends, which we
have feldom fagacity enough to make for our
felves; thofe infelts of various hues, which
ufed to hum and buz about me while I flood
in the funfhine, have difappeared fince I lived
in the fhade. No man comes to a Hermitage
but for the fake of the Hermit; a few philo-
fophical Friends come oftén to mine, and they
are fuch as you would be glad to live with, if
a dull climate and duller company have not al-
tered you extremely from what you was nine
years ago.

‘The hoarfe voice of Party was never heard
in this quiet place; Guzettes and Pamphlets
are banithed from it, and if the Lucubrations
of Ifaac Bickerftaff be admitted, this diftin&ion
1s owing to fome ftrokes by which it is judged
that this illuftrious Philofopher had (like the
Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagoras, the Per-
{ian Zoroafter, and others his Precur{ors among

the




44 EBEEFTERS TO AND

the Zabians, Magians, and the Egyptian Seers)
both his outward and his inward Do&rine, and
that he was of no fide at the bottom. When
I am there, I forget I ever was of any party my
felf; nay, I am often fo happily abxmbcd by
the abftracted reafon of things, that I am ready
to imagine there never was any fuch moniter
as Party. Alas, I am foon awakened from that
pleafing dream by the Greek and Roman Hi-
ftorians, by Guicciardine, by Machiavel, and

Thuanus; for I have vowed to read no Hift: ory
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of our own country, till that body of it which
rou promile to finifh. appears ®,
o 4 4

I am under no apprehenfion that a glut of
Study and Retirement fhould caft me back in-

to si_‘imm:*;;'f; of the w orld; onthe confrary, the
fingle regret which I ever feel, is that I fell {o
late into this courfe of life; my Philofophy
grows confirmed by habit, and if you and I
meet again, I will extort thlb approbation, from

o
}'(.—JI_.E < J“f?.’n’? Hon \: G ’,l" 'l" f‘.) 1 .J "f{.':f H'A' -'ffvf {-J ;’)f.; T
ductus, ut non tantum relte f}c; cere poffim, fed nifi

ecie }"Jt ere 1Non 1":{” Jiz. rlih I ttle inc 1‘-.1111;.1‘” I
1 we met with from oppofite fetts of people,
have been {o far from renderin 1g me violent or
four to any, that I think my felf obliged to
them all; fome have cured me of my fears,
R e
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thewing me how impotent the malice of the
A See the firlt note on Lett. V. of this Vol.
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FROMDrR. SWIFT, etc. 43

world is; thers have cured me of my hopes,
by thewing how plccalmm popular fr jLTEdu}fpS
are; all have cured me of furprize: In driving
me out of party, they have driven me out of
curfed company; and in ftripping me of Titles
and Rank, and Eftate, and fuch trinkets, which
every man that will may {pare, they have given
me that which no man can be happy withont.
Refle@ion and habit have rendered the
world fo indifferent to me, that I am neither
afflicted nor rejoiced, angry nor pleafed at
what happens in it, any farther than per{onal
friendfhips intereft me in the affairs of it, and
this prin :15 le extends my cares but a llttle way.
Perfe& T ..nq*._g,]_-. ty is the general tenour of
my life: good digeftions, ferene weather, and
fome other mechanic {p 4 ngs, wind me above
it now and then, but I never fall below it; |
am fometimes gay, but I am never fad. I lzrzve
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gained new friends, and have loft fome old
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noviciate of acquaintance thould methinks
precede them : My Toffes of this kind give me
put li contributed no *hhfr to
them, and a friend who breaks with me un-

3 i
juitly, 1s not worth preferving. As foon as I
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46 LETTERS TO AND

leave this Town (which will be in a few days}
I thall fall back into that courfe of life, which
keeps knaves and fools at a great diftance from
me: I have an averfion to them both, but in
the ordinary courfe of life I think I can bear
the f:nfible knave better than the fool. One
muft indeed with the former be in fome or
other of the attitudes of thofe wooden men
whom I have feen before a fword-cutler’s thop
in Germany; but even in thefe conftrained
poftures the witty Rafcal will divert me; and
he that diverts me does me a great deal of good,
and lays me under an obligation to him, which
I am not obliged to pay him in another coin:
The Fool obliges me to be almoft as much up-
on my guard as the knave, and he makes me
no amends; he numbs me like the Torpor, or

he teazes me like the Fly. This is the Picture
of an old Friend, and more like him than that
will be which you once afked, and which he
will fend you, if you continue ftill to defire it.
-—Adieu, dear Swift, with all thy faults I love
thee intirely; make an effort, and love me on
with all mine,

LETTER
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