BIBLIOTHEK

UNIVERSITATS-
PADERBORN

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Third of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

IX. Dr. Swift's answer.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54342

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54342

e oa NGt

FROMDRr SWIFT, etc. 47

Lokl 1-E-R= 1.
From Dr. SwisT,

Dublin; Sept. 20, 1723.
Eturning from a fummer expedition of four
months on account of my health, I found
a letter from you; with an appendix longer
than yours from Lord Bolingbroke. I believe
there is not a more miferable malady than an
unwillingnefs to write letters to our beft friends,
and 2 man might be philofopher encugh in
finding out reafons for it. One thing is clear,
that it fhews a mighty difference betwixt
Friendthip and Love, for a lover (as I have
heard) is always {cribling to his miftrefs, If I
could permit my felf to believe what your Ci-
vility makes you fay, that I am ftill remem-
bered by my friends in England, T am in the
right to keep my felf here— Nox Sum qualis
eram. 1 left you in a period of life when one
year does more execution than three at yours,
to which if you add the dullnefs of the air,
and of the people, it will make a terrible fum.
I have no very ftrong faith in you pretenders to
Retirement ; you are not of an age for it, nor
have gone through either good or bad fortune
enough to go into a corner, and form conclu-
fions de contemptu mundi & fusa feeculs, unlefs
a Poct
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48 LETTERS TO AND
a Poet gtow weary of too much applaufe, as
Minifters do of too much weight of bufinefs.
Your happinefs is greater than your Merit,
in chufing your Favourites ib indifferently
among either Party: this you owe partly to
your Education, and partly to your Genius
employing you in an Art in which Faction has
nothing to do, for I fuppofe Virgil and Horace
are equally read by Whigs and Tories. You
have no more to do with the Conftitution of
Church and State, than a Chriftian at Conftan~
tinople; and you are {fo much I‘h{;‘ wifer and
the I”npm becaufe both Parties will approve
your Poetry as long. as you are hnown to be
of neither.

Your notions of Friendfhip are new to me °:
I believe every man is born with his quantun,
and he cannot give to one without robbing an-
other. I very well know to whom I would
give the firft places in my Friendthip, but they
are not in the way: I am condemned to an=-
other fcene, and therefore I diftribute it in Pen-

nyworths to thofe about me, and who difpleafe
me Jeaft; and fhould do the fame to my fel-
low prifoners if I were condemned tojayl. 1
can likewife tolerate Knaves much better than
Fools, becaufe their knavery does me no hurt

i the commerce 1 };:m: with them, which
° Yet they are the Chriftian notions.

however
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however I own is more dangerous, tho’ not {o
troublefome, as that of Fools. I have often
endeavoured to eftablith a Friendfhip among
all Men of Genius, and would fain have it
done: they are feldom above three or four
Contemporaries, and if they could be united,
would drive the world before them. T think
it was fo among the Poets in the time of Au-
guftus: but Envy, and Party, and Pride, have
hindered it among us. I do not include the
Subalterns, of which you are feldom without a
large Tribe. Under the name of Poets and
Scriblers I fuppofe you mean the Fools you are
content to fee fometimes, when they happen to
be modeft; which was not frequent among
them while I was in the world.

I would defcribe to you my way of living,
if any method could be call’d {o in this Coun-
try. I chufe my companions among thofe of
lealt confequence and moft complyance: I
read the moft trifling Books 1 can find, and
whenever I write, it is upon the moft trifling
{ubjects: But riding, walking, and fleeping
take up eighteen of the twenty-four hours.
I procraftinate more than I did twenty years
ago, and have f{everal things to finith which I
put off to twenty years hence; Hac eff wvita
Solutorum, &e. 1 fend you the compliments of

a friend of yours, who hath pafled four months
E this
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this fummer with two grave acquaintance at
his country-houfe without ever once going to
Dublin, \&-’I}E-:h 1s but e:right miles dii-'hmt; ytt

I¢
{hall find hi:u as d [m: Court of I\LL,mll
the Park, the Opu& s, and the Coffee-houfs
as any man there. I am now with him for a
few days.

You muft remember me with great affec-
tion to Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Congreve, and Gay,
—1 think there are no more codein tertio’s be-
tween you and me, except Mr. Jervas, to whofe
houfe I addrefs this, for want of knowing

=1

where you live: for it was not clear from your
laft whether you l,ufm with Lord Peterborow
r he with you ?
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E Need not tell you, with what real delight 1
{hould have done any thing you m,f;t-* and

in particular any good offices in my power to-
wards the bearer o‘L your Letter, wh 1s this
day gone for France. Perhaps ’tis with Poets
sttl Prophets, they are fo much better lik’d
In another country than their own, that your
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