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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 63

Take care the bad Poets do not out-wit you, as
they have ferved the good ones in every age,
whom they have provok’d to tran{mit their
names to pofterity. Mocevius is as well known
as Virgil, and Gildon will be as well known as
you, if his name gets into your Verfes: and as
to the difference between good and bad fame,
‘tis a perfect trifle, T afk a thoufand pardons,
and {o leave you for this time, and will write
again without concerning myfelf whether you
write or no.

I am, &c.

L.-E T T E R=XIV;

Decemb. 10, 1725,

Find myfelf the better acquainted with you

for a long Abfence, as men are with them-
felves for a long Affli¢tion: Abfence does but
hold off a Friend, to make one fee him the
more truly. I am infinitely more pleas’d to
hear you are coming near us, than at any thing
you feem to think in my favour; an opinion
which has perhaps been aggrandized by the
diftance or dulnefs of Ireland, as objets look
larger thro’ a medium of Fogs: and yet I am
infinitely pleas’d with that too. I am much the
happier for finding (a better thing than our

B VVitS)
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FROMDrR.SWIFT, etc. 67

Kites or Eagles, one expells mifchief from
them; but to be fguirted to death (as poor
Whycherly faid to me on his death-bed) by
Apothecaries Apprentices, by thb u;mk*;m ap-
pers of under- fecretaries to fecretaries who were
no fecretaries—this wou’d provoke as dull a
dog as Ph
So much for enemies, now for friends. Mr.
L,— thinks all this indifcreet : the Dr, not {o;
he loves mifchief the beft of any good-natur’d
man in England, Lord B. is abov triﬂ
when he writes of any thing in this world, he
is more than mortal ; "'f' ever be trifles, if muft
be awben be turns a Divine, Gay is writing Tales
for Prince William: I Iup-}uﬁ, Mt Philips will
take this very ill, for two reafons; one that he
thinks all childith thi 1os belong to him, and
the other becaufe he’ 1 z;-ﬂ;:’: it i1l to be taught
that one may write things to a child without

b

s himf{elf,

being childith. What have I more to add ? but
that Lord Oxford defires earneftly to fee
1 T::

and tlqu nhlﬁ” Otners “’110‘"’"1 you do not {tlll‘lr\

s

the worit ol’, will be ;?,wa~*1 by it: none

o

more, be aflured, than Yours, &c.

P.S. Pope and you are very great Wits, and

I think very indifferent Philofophers: If you
y 3

defpifed the world as much as you pretend, and

perhaps believe, you would not be f{o angry

F 2 with
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with it. The founder of your fe@, that noble
Original whom you think it fo great an honour

to refemble®, was a flave to the worft part of

the world, to the Court; and all his big words
were the language of a flighted Lover, who
defired nothing fo much as a reconciliation, and
feared nothing fo much as a rupture. I belicve
the world hath ufed me as {curvily as moft peo-
ple, and yet I could never find in my heart to
be thoroughly angry with the fimple, falfe, ca-
pricious thing. I fhould blufh alike, to be dif=
cover'd fond of the world, or piqued at it,
Your definition of Animal Rationis capax, 1n-
ftead of the common one Auimal Rationale,
will not bear examination: define but Reafon,
and you will fee why your diftinction is no bet-
ter than that of the Pontiff Cotfa; between ma-
laratio, and bona ratio. But enough of this :
make us a vifit, and I'll fubfcribe to any fide
of thefe important queftions which you pleafe.
We differ lefs than you imagine, perhaps, when
you-wifh’d me banifh’d again: but I am not
lefs true to you and to Philofophy in England,
than I was in France,

Yours, &c. B.
* Seneca.,

LETTER
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