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FROMDr. SWIFT, etc. 97

will have your coming infcribed on my Tomb,
and recorded in never-dying verfe.

I thank Mrs. Pope for her prayers, but 1
know the myftery. A perfon of my acquaint-
ance, who ufed tocorrefpond with the laft Great
Duke of Tufcany, fhewing one of the Duke’s
letters to a friend, and profeffing great fenfe of
his Highnefs’s friendfhip, read this paflage out
of the letters, I awould give one of my fingers fo
procure your real good.  'The Perfon to whom
this was read, and who knew the Duke well,
faid, the meaning of 7eal good was only that
the other might turn a good Catholic. Pray
afk Mrs. Pope whether this ftory is applicable
to her and me? 1 pray God blefs her, for Iam
fure fhe is a good Chriftian, and (which is al-
moft as rare) a good Woman. |

Adieu.

EESEST E R XXVI.
M:. Gay to Dr. Swirm.

Obt. 22, 1927
HE Queen’s family is at laft fettled, and
in the lift T was appointed Gentleman-
ufher to the 'Princefs Louifa, the youngeft
Princefs; which, upon account that I am fo
far advanced in life, I have declin’d accepting;
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68 LETTERS TO AND

and have endeavour’d, in the beft manner I
could, to make my excufes by a letter to her
Majefty. So now all my expectations are va-
aith’d; and I have no profpect, butin L.Lpu]d
ing u.-uc,ll}f upon myfelf, and my own conduct,
As I am us'd toc hlappwlltmf_dtb, I can bear
them; but as I can have no more hopes, I can
no more be difappointed, fo that I am in a
blefied condition.—You remember you were
advifing me to go into Newgate to finith my
{cenes the more correctly—I now think I thall,
for 1 have no attendance to hinder me; but my
Opera is already finifh’d. I leave the reft of
this paper to Mr. Pope,

Gay is a Free-man, and I writ him a long
Congratulatory Letter upon it. Do you the
fame: It will mend him, and make him a bet-
ter man than a Court could do. Horace might
keep his coach in Auguftus’s time, if he pleas’d;
but I won’t in the time of our Auguftus. My
Poem (¥ which it grieves me that I dare not fend

you a copy of, for fear of the Curl’s and Den-
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nis’s of LLI and, and ftill more for fear of the
worft of Tra ytors, our Friends and Admire )
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my Poem, I { ‘w, will thew what a diftinguith-
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as you will not much grieve to wear in that
company. Adieu, and God blefs you, and
give you health and {pirits,
Whether thou chufe Cervantes’ ferious air,
Or laugh and [bake in Rab’lais’ eafy chair,
Or in the graver Gown inftruct mankind,
Or, filent, let thy morals tell thy mind.
Thefe two verfes are over and above what I've
faid of you in the Poem. Adicu.

LiE BT F-E-R--XXVIL
Dr. SwirT to Mr. Gavy.

Dublin, Nov. 23, 1727.

IEntirely approve your refufal of that em-
ployment, and your writing to the Queen.

I am perfeétly confident you have a keen ehemy
in the Miniftry. God forgive him, but not
till he puts himfelf in a ftate to be forgiven.
Upon reafoning with myfelf, I fhould hope
they are gone too farto difcard you quite, and
that they will give you fomething; which, al-
though much lefs than they ought, will be (as
far asit is worth) better circumftantiated: And
fince you already juft live, a middling help will
make you juft tolerable. Your latenefs in life
(as you fo foon call it) might be improper to be-
gin the world with, butalmoft the eldeft men
H 2 may
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