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will have an abfolute command of your com-
pany, with whatever obfequioufnefs or freedom
you may expect or allow. I have an elderly
houfe-keeper, who hath been my #-/p-le above
thirty years, whenever I liv'd in this kingdom.
I have the command of one or two villa’s near
this town : You have a warm apartment in this
houfe, and two gardens for amufement. I have
faid enough, yet not half. Except abfence
from friends, I confefs freely that I have no
difcontent at living here ; befides what arifes
from a filly fpirit of Liberty, which as it nei-
ther fours my drink, nor hurts my meat, nor
Ipoils my ftomach farther than in imagination,
{o I refolve to throw it off,

You talk of this Dunciad, but I am impa-
tient to have it wolare per ora—there is now a
vacancy for fame; the Beggar’s Opera hath
done its talk, difcedat uti conviva fatur.

Adieu.

LB R CRE-R XXX,
From Dr.SwirT.

June 1, 1728.

Look upon my Lord Bolingbroke and us
two, as a peculiar Triumvirate, who have
1 nothing
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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 113

nothing to expe, or to fear ; and fo far fitteft
to converfe with one another : Only he and 1
are a little fubje@ to fchemes, and one of us
(I won’t fay which) upon very weak appear-
ances, and this you have nothing to do with. I
do profefs without affectation, that your kind
opinion of me as a Patriot (fince you call it fo)
is what I do not deferve ; becaufe what I do is
owing to perfeé rage and refentment, and the
mortifying fight of {lavery, folly, and bafenefs
about me, among which I'm forc’d to live.
And I will take my oath that you have more
Virtue in an hour, than I in feven years; for
you defpife the follies, and hate the vices of
mankind, without the leaft ill effe¢t on your
temper; and with regard to particular men,
you are inclined always rather to think the bet-
ter, whereas with me it is always directly con-
trary, I hope however, this is not in you from
a fuperior principle of virtue, but from your
fituation, which hath made all parties and in-
terefts indifferent to you, who can be under no
concern about high and low-church, Whig and
Tory, or who is firft Minifter—Your long let-
ter was the laft I receiv’d till this by Dr. Delany,
although you mention another fince. The Dr.
told me your fecret about the Dunciad, which
does not pleafe me, becaufe it defers gratifying
my vanity in the moft tender point, and per-
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{o neceflary for the ufe and improvement of the
mind, and which Philofophy allows to be the
greateft felicities of life ? I believe, had health
been given foliberally to you, it wot uld have been
better hutbanded W1t110u-. fhame to your parts
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Now hold the pen for my Lord Bo ]inf“:;romc:‘,
who 1s rc;‘ading vour letter between two I }'

cocks ; but his attention 15 fomewhat dik_-‘crtcd

fo 0 T * 1 . .
by caftinz his eyes on the clouds, not in admi~

ration of what you fay, but for fear of a thower,
He is pleas’d . with your placing him in the
Triumvirate between yourfelf and me ; tho” he
fays that he doubts he fhall fare like Lepidus,
) |
while one of us runs away with all the power
like Au*‘_,'”:-“s, and another with all the plea-

fures like Antl
this, that he

will agree, tha

1S not iuunm,d upon u.f:-n.k appearances. Upor
his return from the Bath, all peccant humours
he finds, are purg’d out of him ; and his grea
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the firft is fit for my conﬁﬁ.utlen, and the [at-
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