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134 LETTERS TO AND

ingly pleafe me ; but yet I never lov’d to make
a vifit, or be feen walking with my betters, be-
caufe they get all the eyes and civilities from
me. I no {ooner writ this than I corrected my-
felf, and remember’d Sir Fulk Grevil’s Epi-
taph, “ Here lies, &c. who was friend to Sir
“ Philip Sidney.”” And- therefore I moft
heartily thank you for your defire that T would
record our friendfhip in verfe, which if T can
fucceed in, I will never defire to write one
more line in poetry while I live. You muft
prefent my humble fervice to Mis. Pope, and
let her know 1 pray for her continuance in the
vorld, for her own reafon, that the may live
to take care of you.

LETTER XXXVIIL

From Dr. SwrirT.

- Aug. 11, 1729.

‘Eum very fenfible that in a former letter ¥

talked very weakly of my own affairs, and
my impe
however 1 find with fome comfort do now
daily decline, very fuitable to my ftate of
health for fome months paft. For my head
s never perfeitly free from giddinefs, and ef-

rfect withes and defires, which

pecially towards night.  Yet my diforder is
Very
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wvery moderate, and I have been without a fit
of deafnefs this half year; foI am like ahorle,
which, though off his mettle, can trot on tole-
rably ; and this comparifon puts me in mind
to add, that I am returned to be arider, where-
in I with you would imitate me. As to this
country, there have. been three térrible years
dearth of corn, and every place ftrowed with
beggars ; but dearths are common 1in better eli-
mates, and our evils here lie much deeper.
Imagine a nation the two thirds of whofe re-
venues are {pent out of it, and who are not
permitted to trade with the other third, and
where the pride of women will not fuffer them
to wear their own manufatures even whete
they excel what come from abroad: This is
the true ftate of Ireland in a very few words.
Thefe evils operate more every day, and the
kingdom is abfolutely undone, as I have been
telling often in print thefe ten years paft.

What I have faid requires forgivenefs, ‘but 1
had a mind for once to let you know the {tate
of our affairs, and my reafon for being more
moved than perhaps becomes a Clergyman,
and a piece of a Philofopher: and perhaps the
increale of years and diforders may hope for
fome allowance to complaints, efpecially when
I may call myfelf a ftranger in a ftrange land,
As to poor Mrs. Pope (if fhe be ftill alive) I

K 4 heartily
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heartily pity you and pity her: her great piety
and virtue will infallibly make her happy in a
better life, and her great age hath made her ful-
ly ripe for heaven and the grave, and her beft
frierds will moft with her eafed of her labours,
when the hath fo many good works to follow
them, The lofs yon will feel by the want of
her care and kindnefs, I know very well; but
_{he has amply done her part, as you have yours.
One reafon why I would have you in Ireland
‘when you fhall be at your own difpofal, is that
you may be mafter of two or three years reve=
Nucs, provije frugis in annos copia, fo as not to
be pinch’d in the lealt when years increafe,
and perhaps your health impairs: And when
this kingdom is utterly at an end, you may
fupport me for the few years 1 fhall happen to
live; and who knows but you may pay me
exorbitant intereft for the fpoonful of wine,
and fcraps of a chicken it will coft me to feed
you? I am confident you have too much rea-
fon to complain of ingratitude; for I never yet
knew any perfon, one tenth part, {o heartily dif-
poled as you are, to do good offices to others,
without the leaft private view.

Was it a Gafconade to pleafe me, that you
faid your fortune was increafed 100/ a year
fince I left you? you fhould have told me
siow. Thofe fubfidia [eneffuti are extremely

defirable,
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defirable, if they could be got with juftice,

and without avarice; of which vice tho’ I can-
not charge myfelf yet, nor feel any approaches
towards it, yet no ufurer more wifhes to be
richer (or rather to be furer of his rents.) But
I am not half fo moderate as you, for I de-
clare I cannot live eafily under double to what
you are fatisfied with,

I hope Mr. Gay will keep his 3000/, and
live on the intereft without decreafing the prin-
cipal one penny; but I do not like your fel-
dom feeing him. I hope he is grown more
difengaged from his intentnefs on his own af-
fairs, which I ever difliked, and is quite the
reverfe to you, unlefs you are a very dextrous
difguifer.. I defire my humble fervice to Lord
Oxford, Lord Bathurft, and particularly to
Mrs. B—, but to no Lady at court. God blefs
you for being a greater Dupe than I: I love
that character too myfelf, but I want your
charity. Adieu.

-

LT E R: XXEIN,

Oct. o, 1720,
:{ T pleafes me that you received my books at
laft : but you have never once told me if
you approve the whole, or difapprove not of
fome
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