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Lord BorinGBrOKE to Dr, SwirT,

Bruffels, Sept. 27, 1720.

IHave brought your French acquaintance

thus far on her way into her own country,
and confiderably better in health than fhe was
when fhe went to Aix. I begin to entertain
hopes that the will recover fuch a degree of
health as may render old age fupportable.
Both of us have clofed the tenth Lufter, and
it is high time to determine how we fhall play
the laft act of the Farce. Might not my life
be entituled much more properly a What-d’ye-
call-1f than a Farce? fome Comedy, a great
deal of Tragedy, and the whole inter{perfed
with fcenes of Harlequin, Scaramouch, and
Dr. Baloardo, the prototype of your Hero, —
I ufed to think fometimes formerly of old age
and of death: enough to prepare my mind;
not enough to anticipate forrow, to dafh the
joys of youth, and to be all my life a dying.
I find the benefit of this pratice now, and
find it more as I proceed on my journey: little
regret when I look backwards, little apprehen-
fion when I look forward. You complain
grievoufly of your fituation in Ireland: I would
complain of mine too in England, but I will

not.
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142 LEFTTERS TO AND

not, nay, I ought not; for I find by long ex-
pertence that I can be unfortunate without be-
ing unhappy. I do not approve your joining
together the figure of living, and the pleafure
of grving, tho’ your old prating friend Mon-
tagne does fomething like it in one of his Rap=
fodies. "Fo tell you my reafons would be to
write an Effay, and I fhall hardly have time
to write a Letter; but if you will come over,
and live with Pope and me, I'll thew you in
an iftant why thofe two things thould not a/s
ler de pair, and that foreed refrenchments on
both may be made, without making us even
unealy. You know that I am too expeniive,
and all mankind knows that I have been cruel-
ly plundered; and yet I feel in my mind the
power of defcending without anxiety twor or
three ftages more. In fhort (Mr. Dean) if
you will come to a certain farm in Middlefex,
you thall find that T can- live frugally without
growling at the world, or being peevifh with
thofe whom fortune has appointed to eat my
bread, inftead of appointing me to eat theirs;
and yet I have naturally as little difpofition to
frugality as any man alive, You fay you.are no
philofopher, and I think you are in the right
to diflike a word which is {o often abufed ; but
I am fure you like to follow reafon, not cuf-
tom, (which is fometimes the reafon and oft-

ner
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aer the caprice of others, of the mob of the |
world.) Now to be fure of doing this, you
muit wear your philofophical {pectacles as con-
ftantly as the Spaniards ufed to wear theirs.
You muft make them part of your drefs, and
fooner part with your broad-brimm’d beaver,
your gown, your {carf, or even that emblema-
tical veftment your furplice. Thro’ this me-
dium you will fee few things to be vexed at, few
perfons to be angry at: and yet there will fre-
quently be things which we ought to wifh al-
tered, and perfons whom we ought to with
hanged.

In your letter to Pope, you agree that a
regard for Fame becomes a man more towards
his Exit, than at hisentrance into life ; and yet
you confefs, that the longer you live, the more
you grow indifferent about it. Your fentiment
15 true and natural ; your reafoning, Tam afraid,
is not {o upon this occafion. Prudence will
make us defire Fame, becaufe it gives us many
real and great advantages in all the affairs of
life.  Fame is the wife man’s means ; his ends
are. his own. good, and the good of fociety.
You Poets and Orators have inverted this or-
der ; you propofe Fame as theend ; and good,
or at lealt great actions, as the means. You
go farther : You teach our felfdove to antici=
pate the applaufe which we fuppofe will be

‘ paid
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paid by pofterity to our names ; and with idle
notions of immortality you turn other heads be-
fides your own: I am afraid this may have
done fome harm in the world.

Fame is an obje&t which men purfue fuccefs-
fully by various and even contrary courles.
Your doétrine leads them to look on this end
as effential, and on the means as indifferent ;
{o that Fabricius and Craffus, Cato and Cefar
Preffed forward to the fame goal. After all
perhaps it may appear, from a confideration of
the depravity of mankind, that you could do
no better, nor keep up virtue in the world
without calling this paffion or this direction of
felf-love, in to your aid : Zacitus has crowded
this excufe for you, according to his manner,
into a maxim, Confemptu famee, contemni vir-
tutes. But now whether we confider Fame as
an ufeful inftrument in all the occurrences of
private and public life, or whether we confi-
der it as the caufe of that pleafure which our
felf-love is fo fond of ; methinks our entrance
into life, or (to fpeak more properly) our youth,
not our old age, is the feafon when we ought
to defire it moft, and therefore when it is
moft becoming to defire it with ardor. If 1t
is ufeful, it is to be defired moft when we
have, or may hope to have, a long {cene of ac-
tion open before us: Towards our exit, this

{cene
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{cene of a&ion is or fhould be clofed ; and then

?
methinks, it 1s unbecoming to grow I'uwmcz f &
thing which we have no longer occafion for.
If it is pleafant, the {ooner we are in pofleffion
of fame the longer we (hall enjoy t hm pleafure.
When it 1s ac qmred early in life it may tlckle
us on till old age; but when it is acquired lat
the fenfation of pleafure will be more faint, ’1'1d
:nlrrvlcd with the regret of our not hwmﬂ' taft=
ed it {fooner.

From my Form, O&. ¢
{ am here; Ihqve {een Pope, and one of m§
firft enquiries was after you. He tells mé 4
thing I am ibr;'y to hear: You are building, it
Zumf on a piece of land you have .uqm*cd for
t] Ireland. Tho’
i

Lhat puxpou) in fome co l.f,t} o1
I have built in a part of the world, which 1 pre=

fer Very little to umt where ¥ou have been J;a_u-ﬂ I
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My wite defires not to be forgotten by you 4
fhe’s faithfully your fervant, and zealoufly your
admirer. - She will be concerned and difap-
pointed not to find you in this Ifland at her re-

turn, which hope both {he and I had been
made to entertain before I went abroad.
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JT. OWIFT (O LOrd OLINGBROKE,
Dublin, O¢&. 31, 1729.
Receiv’d your Lordfhip’s travelling letter of

and from
different nations, languages, and religions. Nei-

{feveral dates, at Ib‘v\.lul ftages,
ther could any thing be more obliging than your
kind remembrance of me in fo many places.
As to your ten Luftres, I remember, when I
CO:ﬂ-’J}-’l?:}’d in a letter to Prior, that I was fifty
years old, he was half angry in jeft, and an-
fwered me out of TLILI»LL ifla commemoratio
¢t quafi exprobratio. How th:_n ought I to rat-
tle you, when I have a dozen years more to
an{wer for, all monaftically pafled in this Coun-
try of lib erty and deli 11 , and money, and
good company ! I go onanfwering your Tetter ;
It | H:
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