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354 LETTERS TO AND

execution. This flatters his lazinefs, it flatterg
my judgment, who always ti"xought that (uni-
verfal as his talents are) this is eminently and
peculiar his, above all the writers I know liv-
ingor dead ; I do not except Horace.

.Lﬂi.dieu L

BT B R XLV,
Nov. 28, 1729,

THI letter (like all mine) will be
ody ; it 1s many years ago fince
wrote as a wit‘. How many occurrences or
informations muft one omit, if one determin’d
to fa) “Lj"rv hat one could not fay prettily ?
I late I y receiv'd f*'om the widow of one dead
cuuthonc‘ nt, and the father of another, fe-
veral of my own letters of about fifteen and
twer-ty y’*arf: old ; and it was not unentertain-

fommf £

ing to myfelf to L,Lw’c ve, how and by what de-
grees I ceas’d to be a witty writer 3 as either
11‘1*-,-' F?;‘l‘ncz‘icncc grew on thf-: one ha;m, or my
}‘.\;x,\-.’f as I love you m.h_u than mof? Ilmeuq
met with in the '\"Jt-‘s"i[_'fj and efteem you too the
more, the longer I have compar’d you with the
reft of the world 3 fo inevitably I write to you
more negligently, that is, more openly, and what

L He nfed to s this :
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FROM Dr. SWIET, etc; 153

all but fuch-as love one another will call writ-
ing worfe, I fmile to think how Curl would
be bit, were our Epiftles to fall into his hands,
and how glorioufly they would fall {hort of ev’ry
ingenious reader’s expectations ?

You can’t imagine what a vanity it is to me,
to have fomething to rebuke you for in the way
of Oeconomy. I love the man that builds a
a houfe fubito ingenio, and makes a wall for 2
horfe : then cries, * We wile men muﬂt think
¢« of nothing but getting ready money.” Iam
glad you approve my annuity ; all we have in
this world is no more than an annuity, as to
our own enjoyment : but I will encreafe your
regard for my wifdom, and tell you, that this
annuity includes alfo the life of another ®, whofe
concern ought to be as near me as my own,
and with whom my whole profpetts ought to
finith. T throw my javelin of ‘Hope no far-
ther, Cur brevi fortes jaculamur evo—&c.

The fecond (as it is called, but indeed the
eighth) edition of the Dunciad, with fome ad-
ditional notes and epigran ns, {hall be fent you, if
I know any opportunity ; if they reprint it with
you, let them by all means-follow that octavo
edition, The Drapier’s letters ‘are again
prm._d here, very-laudably as to paper, print
&ec. for you know I difapprove Irifh politics,

( my Commentator tells you 1) U“m,‘; a {tron
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156 LETTERS TO AND

and jealous fubjeé*t of England. The Lady you
mention, you ought not to mmplain oi" for not
acknowledging your prefent ; fhe ha ing lately
receiv’d 2 much richer 'L‘ILfLﬂEI rom Mr. Knight
of the S, Sea ; and you are fenfible {he cannot
ever return it to one in the condition of an out-
faw. It’s certain, as h 1€ CAN NEver \,'xi any
favoure, his motive muft be v.’hoilv (nf—m-
terefted. Will not this RefleGion make you
bluth? Your cl-.hi‘_qaluwftu ings of Ireland,
make me wifth you were here long enough to
forget thofe fu:l.u that {o afli& you: I am on-
ly in fear if you were, you would grow fuch a

}"r*'m* here too, as not to be qunc at eafe, for
your love of old England. It is very pofii-
ble, your jour ney, in the time I compute, might
Pvadi} tally with my Intended one to you; ‘zm?

if you muft foon again go back, you would nat
be un-attended. Lor the poor woman decays
perceptibly every week ; and the winter may
too probably put an end to a very long, and a
very irreproachable life. My conf’tmt attend-
ance on her does indeed affect my mind very
much, and leflen extret nely my defires of long
life ; fnLL I fee the bef} I at can come of it is
a miferable bt‘*lf'm::m,n [ look upon myfelf
to be many years older in two years fince you

 He was miftaken in this, My, Knight was pardoned,

2qd came home in the vear 1742,
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faw me : The natural imbecillity of iny body,
join’d now to this acquir’d old age of the mind,
makes me at leaft as old as you, mﬁ we are the
fitter to crawl down the hill together : I only
defire I may be able to keép pace with you.
My firft friendfhip at fixteen, was contracted
with 4 man of feventy, and I found him net
grave enough or confiftent enough for me, the’
we lived well o his death. I {peak of old Mr.
Wycherly; fome letters of whom (by the by)
and of mine, the Bookfellers have got and
printed, not without the' concurrence of a no-
ble friend of mine and yours?, I don’t much
approve of it tho’ there is nothing for me to
be atham’d of, becaufe I will not be atham’d
of any thing I do not do mylfelf, or of any
thing that is not immoral but merely dul 1 (13
for _rj{h“cL if they printed this letter I am
now writing, which tl ]L_,r eafily may, if the un-
derlimos at tLL i’m -~office pleafe to take a copy
of it.) T admire on this confideration, your {end-
ing your laﬂ' to me quite opuh without a feal,
wafer, or any clofure whatever, n aniiefting the
utter opennefs of the writer. I would do the
fame by this," but fear it would I

tation to fend two letters io together.—I will

vl e st ams
00K 11K afrec-

geth
1 Fa gy - I A i e L+ ~ :
fully reprefent to our frien i (and, I1doubt not, it
4 See the occafion, in the I of *:'.1:* Preface to 'the ‘hr}

fecond and third Paragraphs | Volume of Letters. P,
o3




S e i e

i
|
i‘

!
i}
1]
L]
]
j:

158 LETTERS TO AND

will touch his heart) what you {o feelingly fet
forth as to the badnefs of your Burgundy, &c.
e is an extreme honeft man, and indeed ought
to be fo, confidering how very indifcreet and
unreferved he is : Bat I do not approve this part
of his character, and will never join with him
in any of his idlenefles in the way of wit. You
know my maxim to keep as clear of all offence,
asTam clear of all intereft in either party. I was
once difpleas’d before at you, for Colvplainiﬂg
to Mr. * of my not having a penfion, and am
fo again at your naming 1t to a certain Lord. I
have given proof in the courfe of my whole life,
(from the time when I was in the friendfhip of
Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Craggs, even to this
when Iam civilly treated by Sir R. Walpole)
that 1 never tnought myfelf {fo warm in any
Party’s caufe as to deferve their money ; and
therefore would never have acc “pted it : But
give me leave to tell you, that of all mankind
the two perfons I would leaft have accepted any
favour from, are thofe very two, to whom you
have unluckily {poken of it. I defire you to
take off any impreflions which that dialogue
may have left on his Lordthip’s mind, as if I
ever had any thought of being beholden to him,
cr any other, in that way. And yet, you know
I am no ene my to the p;u..m Conftitution ; I
believe, as fincere a well-wifher to it, nay, even

to
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FROM Dr. SWIFT, efc. 159

to the church eftablifh’d, asany Minifter in, or
out of employment whatever ; or any Bithop of
England or Ireland. Yet am I of the I\C“tﬁiml
of Erafmus, a Catholic; fo I live, fo I thall
dic; and hope one day to meet you, Bithop
Atterbury, the younger Craggs, Dr. Garth‘,
Dean Berkeley, and Mr. Hutchenfon, in that
place, T'o which God of hisinfinite mercy bring
us, and every body !

Lord B’s anfwer to your letter I have juft re-
ceiv’d, and join it to this pacquet. Tm: work
he {peaks of with fuch abundant partiality, is a
fyftem of Ethics in the Horatian way:.

L BT T BBV

FERVHIS is a letter -ﬂ*""f*&orr'iim*'*.-', to do and
b & fay nothing but 1 r;om*:-ﬁ_"ri tf) you (as
A C Icrinmﬁ:w, and a charitable o
a good work, and for a
man : Moreover he is : 1 1d poor,
wh;c.h you might think included in the word
honeft. T ﬂnl think it a kindnefs done my-
felf; if you can propagate Mr. Weftley’ s {ub-
{cription for his Lomxmqtsn on fob, among
your Divines, (Bithops ex epted, of whom
there is no hope) and among fuch as are be-
lievers, or readers, of Scris pture.  Even the cu-
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