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10> LEETERS TO AND

duty of friend(hip wherever the is, tho’ I break
thro’ the whole plan of life which I have form-
ed in my mind. Adieu. I am moft faithful-
ly and affectionately yours.
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TLord B. to Dr. SwirT,

Jan. 1730-31.
E Begin my Letter by telling you that my wife
has been returned from abroad about a
month, and that her health, tho’ feeble and
precarious, Is better than it has been thele two
years. 'She is much your fervant, and as the
has been her own phyfician with t‘ e {uccefs;
imagines the could be yours with the fame.
Would to God you was within her reach. She
would, I believe, prefcribe a great deal -of the
medicina_ammi, without having recourfe to the
Books of Trifmegiftus. Pope and I i]\o'ﬁd be
her principal apothi‘fu.ms in the courfe of the
cure; and tho’ our beft Botanifts complain,
that few of the herbs and fimples whieh go to
the compofition of thefe remedies, are to be
found at prefent in our foil, yet there are more
of them here than in 1-{.!:1Dd befides, by th
help of a little chemiftry the i“m L noxious
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juices may become falubrious, and rank poifon
a {pecific. — Pope is now in my library with
me, and writes to the world, to the prefent and
to future ages, whilft I begin this letter which
he is to finith to you. What good he will do
to mankind T know not; this comfort he may
be fure of, he cannot do lefs than you have
done before him. I have fometimes thought,
that if preachers, hangmen, and moral-writers
keep vice at a ftand, or fo much as retard the
progrefs of it, they do as much as human na-
ture admits: a real reformation is not to be
brought about by ordinary means; it requires
thofe extraordinary means which become pu-
nithments as well as leffons : National corrup-
tion muft be purged by national calamities,—
Let us hear from you. We deferve this atten-
tion, becaufe we defire it, and becaufe we be-
lieve that you defire to hear from us.

LoE-T T E R XLVIL
Lord B. toDr. Swir T,

. March 29.
I Have delayed feveral poits anfwering your
letter of January laft, in hopes of being a-
ble to fpeak to you about : proje€t which con-
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