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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 167

have formerly made fome firong efforts to |
and to deferve a friend: perhaps it were wiler
never to attempt it, but live Extempore, and
look upon the world only as 2 place to pal:
thro’, juft pay your hofts their due, difperfc a
little charity, and huorry on. Yet am I juft
now writing (or rather planning) a book, to
make mankind look upon this life with comfort
and pleafure, and put morality in good humour.
—And juft now too, Iam going to {fee one 1
love very tenderly; and to-morrow to entertain
feveral civil people, whom if we call friends,
it is by the Courtefy of England. — Sic, fic ju-
vat ire [ub wnbras. While we.do live, we muft

make the beft of life,
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Cantantes /icet ufgue (minus vig ledet) eamus,

as the thepherd faid in Virgil, when the road
was long and heavy. I am yours.
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Lord BorinGBROKE to Dr. SwirT.

OU may aflure yourfelf, that, if you come
over this fpring, you will find me not on-
ly got back into the habits of ftudy, but de-
voted to that hiftorical tafk, which you have
M 4 fet
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It has happened, that, whillt |
this to vou, the Dr. came to make me a vilit
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from London, where I heard he was arrived
fome time ago: He was in hafte to return, and

Al s

I perceive, in great halteto pz‘mt He loft
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with me eight Differtations®, a {mall part, as

I underftand, of his w om, and defired me to

perufe, confider, and obie erve upon them againit

MOoNC 4'1;; next, when he will come down again,

L’; what I have read of the t two firft, 1 find my-
felf unable to ferve him,

The 1“:1:&1131‘,: he
reafons upon are begged in a a difputation of this
{fort, and the manner of 1u.i:_:.a'.'u;g is by no
means clofe and conclufive. The fole advice 1
could give him in confcience would be that
which hc would take 1ll and not follow. I wil
et rid of this taflc as well as I can, for I efteem
the man, and fthould be forry to d.-ga ioe him
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whnere i cannot ierve nim.
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As to retirement, and exercie, you. notions
P g ool Sl ) 1 _ 1 2 &
are true: The firft thould not be indulged fo
&
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nuch as to render us {ayage, nor the lait neg-

impa ith. But I know men,
who, for fear of being favage, live with all who
will live with themi ; and who, to preferve thei
health, faunter aw ~V£ alf their time.  Adieu
Pope calls for the paper
Revelation examined with cardor
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170 LETTERS TO AND
P.S. T hope what goes before will "be a

ftrong motive to your coming. God knows if
ever I fhall fee Ireland; I fhall never defire it
if ‘you can be got hither, or kept here.  Yet I
think I fhall be, too foon, a Free-man.— Your
recommendations I conftantly give to thofe you
mention; tho” fome of ’em I fee but feldom,
and am every day more retired. T am lefs fond
of the world, and lefs curious about it : yet no
way out of humour, difappointed, or angry :
tho’ in my way I receive as many Injuries as
my betters, but I don’t feel them, therefore I
ought not to vex other people, nor c¢ven to re-
turn injuries. I pafs almoft all my time at
Dawley and at home; my Lord (of which ¥
partly take the merit to myfelf) is as much
eftranged from politics as Iam. Let Philofo-
phy be ever {o vain, it is lefs vain now than
Politics, and not quite {o vain at prefent as Di-
vinity: I know nothing that moves ftrongly but
Satire, and thofe who are atham’d’ of nothing
elfe, are fo of being ridiculous. I fancy, if we
three were together but for three years, fome
good might be done even npon this Age,

I know you'll defire fome account of my
health: It is as ufual, but my {pirits rather
worfe. I write little or nothing.  You know
I never had either a tafte or talent for politics,
and the world minds nothing elfe, I have per-

{fonal

I
]
|
|
i

e




L e T e it .

FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 171

fonal obligations which I will ever preferve, to
men of different fides, and I wifh nothing fo
much as public quiet, except it be my own
quiet. I think it a merit, if I can take off any
man from grating or' fatirical fubjects, merely
on the fcore of Party: and it is'the greateft
vanity of my life that I've contributed to turn
my Lord Bolingbroke to fubjects moral, ufeful,
and more worthy his pen. Dr. ’s Book
is what I can’t commend fo much as Dean
Berkley’s€, tho’ it has many things ingenious
in it, and 1s not deficient in the writing part:
but the whole book, tho” he meant it ad Popy-
Jum, 1s, I think, purely ad Clerum ®.  Adieu.

¢ A fine original work cal- | Clero, as moft of thefe inge-
led, The Minute Philofopher. | nious things are borrowed
¢ He might have added & | from his Brethren.
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