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LELTERS

TO AND FROM

Dr. JoNATHAN SWIF T, etc.

From the Year 1714 to 1737.

| PR DERS bidg BiE D 0 onee 1
Mrs,. Pore toDr. SwrrT,

June 18, 1714.

HATEVER Apologics it might

become me to make at any other

time for writing to you, I fhall ufe

none now, to a man who has own’d himfelf
as {plenetic as a Cat in the Country. In that
circumftance, I know by experience a letter is
a very ufeful, as well as amufing thing: If
you are too bufied in State affairs to read it,
yet you may find entertainment in folding it into
divers figures, either doubling it into a pyrami-
dical, or twifting it into a ferpentine form :
B 2 or,
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or, if your d1fpoutzon {hould not be fo mathe-
matzcal in taking it with you to that place
where men of ftudmm minds. are apt to fit
longer than ordinary ; where, after an abrupt
divifion of the paper, it may not be T111p1€3ﬁ.—1nt
to try to fit and rejoin the broken lines toge-
ther. All thefe amufements I am no ftranger
to in the Country, and doubt not but (by this
time) you begin to relith them, in your pre-
{ent contemplative fituation.

I remember a man, who was thought to

have fome 1«11‘101’\.’1(3(1;__-‘.' in the world, ufed to
affirm, that no people in town ever L‘("liL“l;iii’l"

ed thyv were forgotten by their Friends in the ¥
country : but my encreafing experience con-

vinces me he was miftaken, for I find a great

many here grievoufly con*pla ning of you, up-

on this fcore. I am told further, that you

treat the few you correfpond with in a ver
rogant ﬁyle and tell them you admir
infolence in difturbing your 1“ned11.1t10na or

}
t th

1e1T

cven enquiring of your *retreat: but this I
will not poﬁtwcly affert, be I never re-
gceived any fuch mfultmrr IFL ¢ from you.
My Lord Oxford fays you have not written

_L'
1]
Li

2 Some time before the ) reconcile them, he retired to
Death of Queen Anne, when I a Friend’s Houfe in Berk-
her Minifters were -.111;11'1'cl~ fhire, and never faw them
ling, and the Dean could not ! after, S,

to
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to him once fince you went: but this pe Lhapb
may be only policy, in him or you : and I, who
am half a Whig, muft not entirely credit any
thing he aﬂmm At Button’s it is reported
you are gone to Hanover, and that Gay goes
only on an Embafiy to you. Others apprehend
{fome dangerous State treatife from your re-
tirement; and a Wit, who affe@s to imitate
Balfac, fays, that the Mi niftry now are like thofe
Heathens of old, who 1{Cr.,1\’{_d their Oracles
from the Woods. The Gentlemen of the Ro-
man Catholic perfuafion are not Ll:]\”llllnﬂ' to
credit me, when I whif] fper, that you are gone
to meet {fome JL uits commiflioned ﬁom the
Court of Rome, in order to fettle the moit cone
venient m-::tl .{ to be taken for the comii g of
the Pretender. Dr. Arbuthnot is ungmdr 1
his opinion, and imagines your only d efign is
to attend at full leifure to the life and adv
tures of SL:rih]c‘rw;b. This indeed muft be
granted of greater importance than all the te
b This project (in which { life and writings. of Scribles
the principal perfons engaged | rus; of which only fome de=
were Dr. Arbuthnot, Dr. | tached parts and fragments
Swift, and Mr. Popc) was | were done, fuch as the AZe-
avery noble one. It wasto | suoirs of Seriblerus, the Traa
write a complete fatire in | wels of Guiliver, the Treatife
profe upon the abufes in eves | of the Pm/}ﬁﬂ the literal
ry branch ‘of &ience, com- | Criticifms on Firgil, &ec.
prifed in the hiftory of the I
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and I with I could promife fo well of you.
The top of my own ambition 1s to contribute
to that great work, and I {hall tranflate Homer
by the by. Mr. Gay has acquainted you what
progrefs I have made in it. . I can’t name Mr.
Gay, without all the acknowledgments which
I fhall ever owe you, on his account. If I
writ this in verfe, I would tell you, you are
like the fun, and while men imagine you to
be retir’d or abfent, are hourly exerting your in-
dulgence, and bringing things to maturity for
their advantage. Of all the world, you are
the man (without flattery) who ferve your
friends with the leaft oftentation ; it is almoft
ingratitude to thank you, confidering your tem-
per; and this is the period of all my letter
which I fear you will think the moft impertinent.
I am with the trueft affection,

Your’s, &,

LETTER
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