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FROM Dr. SWIFT,ete. 181

ther. However, if I fhall once have the ho-
nour to attend your Grace, I will out of fear
and prudence appear as vain as I can, that I
may not know your thoughts of me, This is
your own dire@ion, but it was needlefs: For
Dicgenes himfelf would be vain, to have re-
ceiv’d the honour of being one moment of his
life in the thoughts of your Grace.

L-E7TT E-R:-LIL

Dublin, April 13, 1730-1.

O UR fituation isan odd one; the Du-

chefs is your Treafurer, and Mr. Pope
tells me you are the Duke’s. And I had gone
a good way in fome Verfes on that occafion,
prefcribing leflons to direct your conduét, in a
negative way, not to do fo and {o, &c. like
other Treafurers; how to deal with Servants,
Tenants, or neighbouring Squires, which I take
to be Courtiers, Parliaments, and Princes in
alliance, and fo the parallel goes on, but grows
too long to pleafe me: I prove that Poets are
the fitteft perfons to be treafurers and Managers
to great perfons, from their virtue, and con-
tempt of money, &c.—Pray, why did you not
get a new heel to your fhoe ? unle(s you would
make your court at St. James’s by affeing to
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182 LEIT FERSTO AND

imitate the Prince of Lilliput.—But the reft of
your letter being wholly taken up in a very bad
charalter of the Duchefs, T fhall fay no more
to you, but apply myfelf to her Grace.

I fince Mr. Gay atfirms that you love
to have your own way, and fince I have the
ame perfection 3 1 will fettle that matter im-
mediately, to prevent thofe ill confequences he
apprehends. Your Grace fhall have your own

d

way, in all pl?tfb except your own houfe, an
the domains about it. There and there c only,
I expect to have mine, {o that you have all the

world to reign in, bating only two or three han-
dred acres, and two or three houfes in town and
country. I will Likewife, out of my {pecial
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion,
allow you to be in the right againft all human
kind, except myfelf, and to be never in the
wrong but when you differ from me. You
thall have a greater privilege in the *'11rd a;tlJ
of {peaking your mu 1[1, which I fhall gracioun
allow you now and then to do even to Imﬁ,h,
and only rebuke you when it does not pleafe me.

[ LLL.n, I am now got as far as your Grace’s
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letter, which having not read this fortnight
{baving been out of town, and not daring to
truft myfm with the carriage of it) the pre-
{umptuous manner in which you begin had

{lipt
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3
flipt out of my memory. Bat I forgive you to
the feventeenth line, where you begin to banifh
me for ever, by demanding me to anfwer all
the good Charadter fome partial- friends have
given me. Madam, I have lived fixteen years
in Ireland, with only an intermiffion of two
fummers in England; and confequently am
fifty years older than I was at the Queen’s death;
and fifty-thoufand times duller, and fifty-mil-
lion times more peevifh, perverfe, and morofe ;
{o that under thefe difadvantages I can only pre-
tend to excel all your other acquaintance about
fome twenty barrs length. Pray, Madam, have
you a clear voice ? and will you let me fit at
your left hand at leaft within three of you, for
of two bad ears, my right is the beft? My
Groom tells me that he likes your park, but
your houfe is too little. Can the Parfon of the
parith play at back-gammon, and hold his
tongue? 1s any one of your Women a good
nurfe, if I thould fancy my{elf fick for four and
twenty hours ? how many days will you main-
tain me and my equipage ? When thefe preli-
minaries are fettled, I muft be VEry poor, very
fick, or dead, or to the laft degree unfortunate,
if I do not attend you at Aimibury. For, I pro-
fefs, you are the firft Lady that ever I defired to
fee, fince the firft of Auguft 1714, and I have
forgot the date when that defire grew ftrong up-
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me, but I know I was not then in England, elfe
would have gone on foot for that ha ppinefs as far
as to your houfe in Scotland. But I can foon re-
collect the time, by afking fome Ladies here the
month, the day, and the hour when I began to
endure their company ? which however I think
was a fign of my ill judgment, for I do not per-
ceive they mend in any thing but envying or
admiring your Grace, Idiflike nothing in your
letter but an affeéted apology for bad writing,

ad fpelling, and a bad pen, which you pre-
tend Mr. Gay found fault with ; wherein you
affront Mr. Gay, you affront me, and you af-
front yourfelf, Falfe fpelling is only excufable
in a Chamber-maid, for I would not pardon it
in any of your Waiting-women.—Pray God
preferve your Grace and family, and give me
leave to expe@- that you will be fo juft to re-
member me among thofe who have the great-
eft regard for virtue, goodnefs, prudence, cou=
rage and generofity ; after which you mufl
conclude that T am with the greateft refpect
and gratitude, Madam, your Grace’s moit obe-
dient and moft humble fervant, &o.

To Mr. G av.
I have juft got yours of February 24, with
a poftfcript by Mr. Pope. I am in great con-

cern for him: T find Mr. Pope diftated to you
z 2 } o
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the firft part, and with great difliculty fome
days after added the reft. I fee his weaknefs
by his hand-writing. How much does his
philofophy exceed mine ? I could not bear to
{ec him: I will write to him f{oon.

LEE-T. E: R~ L1

Dublin, June 29, 1731.

VER fince I received your letter, I have
been upon a balance about going to Eng-
land, and landing at Briftol, to pafs a month
at Aimfbury, as the Duchefs hath given me
leave. But many difficulties have interfered ;
firft, 1 thought I had done with my law-{uit,
and fo did all my lawyers, but my adverfary,
after being in appearance a Proteftant thefe
twenty years, hath declared he was always a
Papift, and confequently by the law here, cannot
buy nor (I think) fell ; fo that I am at fea a-
gain, for almoft all I am worth. But I have
ftill a worfe evil ; for the giddinefs I was fub-
ject to, inftead of coming feldom and violent;
now conftantly attends me more or lefs, tho’
in a more peaceable manner, yet fuch as will
not qualify me to live among the young and
healthy : and the Dachefs, in all her youth, {pi-
4 ri¢
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