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L ESTRT BR LIV,

Aug. 28, 1731,

O U and the Duchefs ufe me very ill, for,

I profefs, I cannot diftinguith the fiyle or
the hand-writing of either. I think her Grace
writes more like you than herfelf, and that
you write more like her Grace than yourfelf,
I would fwear the beginning of your letter writ
by the Duchefs, though it is to pafs for yours ;
becaufe there is a curfed lie in it, that fhe is
neither young nor healthy, and befides it per-
fectly refembles the part fhe owns. I will like~
wife fwear, that what I muft {uppofe is written
by the Duchefs, is your hand; and thus I am
puzzled and perplexed between you, but I'will
oo on in the innoceney of my own heart. T
am got cight miles from our famous metropo-
lis; to a country Parfon’s, to whom I atfcl}-‘
gave a City-living, {uch as an Englith Chaplain
would leap at. I retired hither for the public
good, having two great works in hand : One
to rcdu-::c tl*e whole politenefs, wit, humour,
and {tyle of England 1‘1t’) a fhort fyftem;
the ufe of all perfons of quality, and particu-
larly the maids of honour®. The other is of

for

= f????g’.r';f_gj}w; Dialoguss of Pelite Conver [ation, publifhed
in his life time,
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almoft equal importance; I may call it the
Whole duty of fervants, in about twenty feve=
ral ftations, from the fteward and waiting-
woman down to the fcullion and pantry-boy °,
—1T believe no mortal had ever fuch fair Invis
tations, as to be happy in the beft' company of
England. I with I had liberty to print your
letter with my own comments upon it. There
was a fellow in Ireland, who from a fhoe-boy
grew to be feveral times one of the chief go-
vernors, wholly illiterate, and with hardly com-
mon fenfe : A Lord Lieutenant told the firft
King George, that he was the greateft {ubje&
he had in both kingdoms; and truly this cha-
raCter was gotten and preferved by his never ap-
pearing in England, which was the only wife
thing he ever did, except purchafing fixteen
thoufand pounds a year—Why, you need not
ftare : it is eafily apply’d: I muft be abfent, in
order to preferve my credit with her Grace—
Lo here comes in the Duchefs again (I know
her by her dd’s ; butam a fool for difcovering
my Art) to defend herfelf againft my conjec-
ture of what the faid—Madam, I will imitate
your Grace and write to you upon the fame
line. I own it is a bafe un-romantic {pirit in
me, to fufpend the honour of waiting at your
> An imperfe&t thing of | fervants in general, has been

this kind, called Djrestions to publifhed fince his death.
Grace’s
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Grace’s feet, till I can finith a paltry law-fuit.
It concerns indeed almoft all my whole for-
tune ; it is equal to half Mr. Pope’s; and two
thirds of Mr. Gay’s, and about fix weeks rent
of your Grace’s. This curfed accident hath
drill’d away the whole fummer. But, Madam,
underftand one thing, that I take all your iro-
nical civilities in a literal fenfe, and whenever
I have the honour to attend you, fhall ‘expe&
them to be literally performed : though per-
haps I fhall find it hard to prove your hand-
writing in a Court of juftice ; but that will not
be much for your credit. How miferably hath
your Grace been miftaken in thinking to avoid
Envy by running into exile, where it haunts
you more than ever it did even at Court? Noz
fe civitas, non Regia domus in exilium miferunt,
Jed tu utrafque.  So fays Cicero (as your Grace
knows) or fo he might have faid.

I am told that the Craftsman in one of his
papers is offended with the publifhers of (I fup-
pofe) the laft edition of the Dunciad ; and I
was afked whether you and Mr. Pope were as
good friends to-the new difgraced perfon as for-
merly ? This I knew nothing of, but {uppofe
it was the confequence of fome miftake, As
to writing, I Jook on you juft in the prime of
life for it, the very feafon when judgment and
invention draw together. But fchemes are per=
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fectly accidental ; fome will appear barren of
hints and mattm, but prove to be fruitful ; and
others the contrary: And what you fay, is paft
doubt, that every one can beft find hints fur
himfelf: though it is pofiible that fometimes
friend may give you a lucky one juft fuited to
your own imagination.  But all this is almofk
paft with me: my invention and judgment are
perpetually at fifty-cuffs, till they have quite
difabled each other; and the meereft trifles I
ever wrote are ferious p'lrlc*ibwhic-'l lucubra=
tions, iIn comparifon to wnal I now bufy myfelf
about ; as (Lo {peak in the author’s P!udf{,) the
world may one day fee*,
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September 1o, 1731:
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I your ramble was on horfeback, I am glad

of it on account of your health ; but T know
your arts of patching wp a journey between
ftage-coaches and friends coaches : for you are
as-arrant a L(;.,iiiiC. 7-as any hofier in Cheapfide.
One clean thirt with two cravats, and as many
handkerchicfs, make up. your: equipage ; and
as for a night-gown, it is clear from domer,
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¢ His ludicrous prediétion

very much to his difhonours
Was, lnce his death, and | fe
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