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L ES 9sbhaR V]
M. Gay to Dr. SwirT.

Decemb. 1, 1731.

QU ws'd to cmnplain that Mr. Pope and
I would not let you fpeak: you may now
be even with me, and take it out in writing. If
you don’t fend to me now and then, the poft-
office will think me of no confequence, for I
have no correfpondent but you. You may keep
as far from us as you pleafe, you cannot be for-
gotten by thofc who ever knew you, and there-
fore pleale me by fometimes {thewing that I
am not forgot by you. 1 [ have nothing to take
me off from my friendfhip to you: I {eek no
1ew ncquumtht-.zu, and court nofavour ; I {pend
no fhillings in coaches or chairs to levees or
great uhis, and, as I don’t want the affiftance
of fome that I formerly convers'd with, I will
not fo much as {feem to feck to be a depend-
ant. Asto my {tudies, I have not been en-
tirely idle, though I cannot fay that I have yet
perfected any i’ia*m What I have done 1s
fomething in the way of thole i'":l"; les I have al-
ready publifh’d. All the money I gtt is by fav-
ing, {o that by habit there may be fome hop&
(if I grow richer) of my becoming a mifer. All
O 3 mifers
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mifers have their excufes; the motive to my
parfimony is independance. If I were to be
reprefented by the Duchefs (the is fucha down-
right niggard for me) this chara&er might not
be allow’d me ; but I really think I am cove-
tous enough io: any who lives at the court-end
of the town, and who is as poor as myfelf: for
[ don’t pretend that I am equally faving with

S—k, Mr. Lewis defired you might be told
that he hath five pounds of vours'in his hands,
which he fancies you may have forgot, for he
will hardly allow that a Verfe-man can have
juft knowledge of his own affairs,  'When you
oot rid of your lay fmfuit, I was in hopes that
you had got your own, and was free from every
vexation of the law ; but Mr. Pope tells me you
are not entirely out of:,ouz' perplexity, though
you have the fecurity now in your own pof-
feffion ; but ftill your cafe is not fo bad as Cap-
2in Guﬂh-‘cr’s, who was ruined by having a de-
cree for him with cefts. 1 have had an injunc-
tion for me againtt pirating-bookfellers, which
i am {ure to get nothing by, and will, I fear,
in the end drain me of fome money. - When I
began this profecution, I fancy’d there would
be fome Ln& of it ; but the law flill goes on,
and ’tis probable T {hall fome time or other fce
an Attorney’s bill as Lmmr as the Book. Poor

Duke D-mw is dead, and hath left what he

had
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had among his friends, among whom are Lord
Bolingbroke 500/. Mr. Pelham 500/ Sir
WilliamWyndham’s youngeft fon, 500/, Gen,
Hill, so0 /. Lord Maflam’s fon, 500.

You have the good wifhes of thofe I con-
verfe with ; they know they gratify me, when
they remember you ; but I really think they
do it purely for your own fake. I am fa-
tished with the love and friendthip of good
men, and envy not the demerits of thofe who
are moft confpicuoufly diftinguifh’d. There-
fore as I fet a juft value upon your friendfhip,
you cannot pleafe me more than letting me now
and then know that you remember me (the on-
ly fatisfaction of diftant friends!)

P. S. Mr. Gay’s is a good letter; mine will
be a very dull one; and yet what you will think
the wortt of it, is what fhould be itsexcufe, that
1 write in a head-ach that has lafted three days.
I am never ill but I think of your ailments, and
repine that they mutually hinder our being
together : tho’ in one point I am apt to differ
from you, for you thun your friends when you
are in thofe circumftances, and I defire them ;
your way is the more generous, mine the more
tender.  Lady—took your letter very kindly,
for I had prepared her to expec no anfwer un-
der a twelve-month; but kindnefs perhaps is

O 4 a word
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a word not applicable to courtiers, However
the is an extraordinary woman there, who will
do you common juftice. For God’s fake why
all this fcruple about Lord B- 's keeping
your horfes, who has a park; or about my keep-

Ing you on a pint of wine a du We are infi-
nitely richer than you imagine; John Gay fhall
help me to entertain. you, tho’ you come like
Kiﬂﬂ‘ Lear with ﬁﬁ'\? kl]i“‘htﬂ-——'—ri‘;o’ fuch pro-
fpc&s as I wifh, cannot niow be formed for: fix-
mng you with us, time tay provide better be-
fcnc you part again: the old Lord may die, the
benefice may drop op, or, at worft, you may carry

e into I:Ll ind. You will fee a work of Lord
B 's and one of mine ; which, with a juft
neglect of the prefent age, conful t only pu"%c-
rity ; and, with a noble fcorn of politics, afpire
to philefophy. I am glad you refolve to med-
dle no more with the low concerns and interedts
of Parties, even of Countries (for Countries
are but larger parties) Quid verum atque decens,
curare, et wrogare, noflrum fit. 1 am much
pleafed with your defign upon Rochefoucault’s
maxim, pray finith it*. I am happy whenever
you join our names together : fo would Dr. Ar-
L‘mhnot be, but at this time he can be pleas'd

i e e e
th nothing: for his darling fon is dying in

The Poem on his own death , formed upon a maxim of
g\g’ j yucauit,
all
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all probability, by the melancholy account I re-
ceived this morning.

The paper you afk me about is of little va-
fue. It might have been a {eafonable fatire
upon the fcandalous language and paffion with
which men of condition have ftoop’d to treat
one another : furely they facrifice too much to
the people, when they {acrifice their own cha-
racters, families, &c. to the diverfion of that
rabble of readers. I agree with you in my
contempt of moft popularity, fame, &c. even
as a writer I am cool in it, and whenever you
fee what I am now writing, you’ll be convinced
I would pleafe but a few, and (if I could)
make mankind lefs Admirers, and greater Rea-
foners °. I ftudy much more to render myown
portion of Being eafy, and to keep this peevith
frame of the human body in good humour. In-
firmities have not quite unmann’d me, and it
will delight you to hear they are not increas’d,
tho’ not diminith’d. I thank God, I do not
very much want people to attend me, tho’ my
Mother now cannot. When I am fick, I lie
down 3 when I am better; I rife up: I am ufed
to the head-ach, &c. If greater pains arrive,

* The Poem he means is l {pite of him admire his poe-
the Effay on Man. But he ‘ try, and would not under-

could never compafs hisPur- | ftand his r':*nﬁ.u!ng.
poft : His readers would in |

(fuch
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(fuch as my late rheumatifm) the fervants bathe
and plafter me, or the furgeon fcarifies me, and
I bear it, becaufe I muft, This is the evil of
Nature, not of Fortune. I am juft now as
well as when you was here: I pray God you
were no worfe, I ﬁuccreiy with my life were
pait near you, and, fuch as it is, I would not
repine at it,—All you mention remember you,
and wifh you here,

e ——————— e R et ————
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Dr.SwirT to Mr. Gav,

=

Dublin, May 4, 1

Am now as lame as when you writ your
letter, and almoft as lame as your letter it-
felf, for want of that imb from my Lady Du-
chefs, which you promis’d, and without which
I wonder how it could limp hither. T am not
in a condition to make a true ftep even on Aimf{-
bury Downs, and I declare that a corporeal falfe
ftep is worfe than a political one ; nay worfe
than a thoufand political ones, for which I ap-
eal to Courts and Minifters, who hobble on
nd profper, without the fenfe of feeling. To
talk of riding and walking is infulting me, for
I can as foon fly as do either, It i your pride
or
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