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206 LETTERS TO AND

L 5T T ER _LVIL

Dublin, July 10, 1732.

Had your letter by Mr. Ryves a long time

after the date, for I fuppofe he ftayed long
in the way. I am glad you determine upon
fomething; there is no writing I efteem more
than Fables, nor any thing {o difficult to fuc-
ceed in, which however you have done ex-
cellently well, and I have often admir’d your
happinefs in fuch a kind of performances which
I have frequently endeavour’d at in vain. I
remember I acted as you feem to hint; I found
a Moral firft and ftudied for a Fable, but could
do nothing that pleafed me, and fo left off that
{cheme for ever. I remember one, which was
to reprefent what {coundrels rife in Armies by
a long War, wherein I fuppos’d the Lion was
engaged, and having loft all his animals of
worth, at laft Serjeant Hog came to be Briga-
deer, and Corporal Afs a Colonel, &c, I agree
with you likewife about getting fomething
by the ftage, which, when it fucceeds, is the
beft crop for poetry in England : But, pray, take
fome new fcheme, quite different from any
thing you have already touched. The prefent

humour of the players, who hardly (as I was
told
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told in Lnn lon) regard any new plaw‘ and your
pzc' fituation at he Court, are the difficul-
ties to bc overcome ; but thofe circumftances

1

may have altered (at leaft the former) fince I
left you. My fcheme was to pafs a month at
Aimfbury, and then go to Twickenham, and
live 2 winter between that and Dawley, and
fometimes at Rifkins, without going to Lon-
don, where I now can have no occafional lodg-
ings: But I am not yet in any condition for
fuch removals. I would fain have you get
enough againft you grow old, to have two or
thn.e: fervants about you and a convenient
houfe. It is hard to want thofe fubfidia fenec-
futr, when a man grows hard to pleafe, and
few people care whether he be pleafed or no.
I have a large houfe, yet I thould hardly pre-
vail to find one vifiter, if I were not able to
hire him with a bottle of wine: fo that, when
I am not abroad on horfeback, I ”61'1\_1311" dine
alone, and am thankful, if a muld “111 pafs
the evening with me. I am now with the re-
mainder of my pint before me, and fo here’s
your health — and the fecond and chief is to
my Tunbridge acquaintance, my Lady Du-
chefs — and T tell you that I fear my Lord
Bolingbroke and M., Pope (a couple of Philo-
iok,hu ) would ftarve me, for‘even of port
wine I thould require half a pint a day, and as

much
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much at night: and you were growing as bad,
unlefs your Duke and Duchefs have mended
you. Your colic 1s owing to intemperance of
the philofophical kind; you eat without care,
and if you drink lefs than I, you drink too little.
But your Inattention I cannot pardon, becaufe
I imagined the caufe was removed, for I
thought it lay in your forty millions of fchemes
by Court-hopes and Court-fears. Yet Mr.
Pope has the fame defe@, and it is of all
others the meft mortal to converfation; neither
1s my Lord Bolingbroke untinged with it: all
for want of my rule, Vive la bagatelle! but
the Doctor is the King of Inattention. What
a vexatious life fhould I lead among you? If
the Duchefs be a reveufe, 1 will never come to
Aimfbury; or, if I do, I will run away from
you both, to one of her women, and the
{fteward and chaplain.

Madam,

I mentioned fomething to Mr. Gay of a
Tunbridge-acquaintance, whom we forget of
courfe when we return to town, and yet I am
affured that if they meet again next fummer,
they have a better title to refume their com-
merce, Thus I look on my right of corre-
fponding with your Grace to be better efta-
blith’d upon your return to Aimfbury; and I

{hall
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fhall at this time defcend to forget, or at leaft
{fulpend my refentments of your neglect al Il the
time you were in London. I ftill Ia_u:') in my
hu.[L, tnht Me. ( l“Jr lluj. no i)x)siﬂ turmed 018
back, than you left the place in his letter void
which he had Cnn"mand d you to fill: though
your guilt confounded you fo far, that you
1-‘-;:111"::& prefence of mind to blo
line, where that command ftared you in the
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face.- But it is my misfortune to qu mfl with
all my ‘1analﬂt¢.1f_e and always come by the
worft; and fortune is ever "vwnﬁ me, bat ne-
ver fo much as by purfuing me out of mere
partiality to your Grace, for which you are to
anfwer. By your comnivance, fhe hath pleaf=
ed, by one ftumble on the ftairs, to give me a
lamenefs that fix months have not been able
perfectly to cure: and thus I am prevented
from revenging myfelf by cont r-ms:;—}; a month
at Aimibury, and bree dm’r confufion in your
Grace’s family. No dhapim intment through
my whole life hath been fo vexatious by many
degrees; and God knows whether I fhall ever
live to {ee the invifible Lady to-whom I was
obliged for fo many favours, :mci whom 1 ne-~
ver beheld fince the was a bratt in hanging-
fleeves. 1 am, and fhall bz ever, with the
mw.ef’[ rfpr& and gratitude, Madam, your

f;mc.. s moft obedient, and mu humble, 5-:
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