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“Mr. PorE to Dr.SwirT.

I_):’.’.C. s 1732,

T is nota time to complain that you have
not anfwered me two letters (in the laft of
which T was impatient under fome fears:) It is
not now indeed a time to think of myfelf,
when one of the neareft and longeft tyes I have
ever had, is broken all on a fudden, by the
unexpected death of poor Mr. Gay. An in-
flammatory fever hurried him out of this life in
three days. He died laft night at nine o’clock,
not deprived of his fenfes entirely at laft, and
poffeffing them perfectly till within five hours.
He afked of you a few hours before, when
in acute torment by the inflammation in his
bowels and breaft. His effe@s are in the Duke
of Queentbury’s cuftody. His fifters, we fup-
pofe, will be his heirs, who are two widows ;
as yet it 1s not known whether or no he left a
will, —Good God | how often are ‘we to die
before we go quite off this ftage ? In every friend
a ¢ On my dear friend | ¢ fome Misfortune.”” [This
¢ Mr. Gay’s death: Re- | note is indors’d on the ori-
¢¢ ceived December 15, but | ginal letter in Br. Swift’s

“¢ not read till the 20th, by | hand.]

“ an Impulfe, foreboding

we
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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 225

we lofe a part of ourfelves, and the beft part,
God keep thofe we have left ! few are worth
praying for, and one’s {elf the leaft of all.

I {hall never fee you now, I believe ; one of
your principal calls to England is atan end.
Indeed he was the moft amiable by far, his
qualities were the gentleft ; but I love you as
well and as irmly. Would to God the man
we have loft had not been {o amiable, nor {o
good ! but that’s a with for our own fakes, not
for his.- Sure if Innocence and Integrity can
deferve Happinefs, it muft be his. Adieu,
I can add nothipg to what you will feel, and
diminifh nothing from it. Yet write to me,
and foon. Believe no man now living loves
you better, I believe no man ever did, thar

A. Ports.

Dr. Arbuthnot, whofe humanity you know,
heartily commends himfelf to you. All pofli-
ble diligence and affection has been thown, and
continued attendance on this melancholy occa-
fion. Once more adieu, and write to  one
who is truly difconfolate.

Dear Sir,
I'am forry that the renewal of our corre{pon-
dence thould be upon fuch a melancholy oc-
cafion. Poor Mr. Gay died of an inflamma-

Q_ tion,
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tion, and, I believe, at laft a mortification of the
bowels ; it was the moft precipitate cafe I ever
knew, having cut him off in three days. He
was attended by two Phyficians befides my-
felf. 1 believed the diftemper mortal from the
beginning. I have not had the pleafure of a
line from you thefe two years; I wrote one
about your health, to which I had no anfwer.
I with you all health and happinefs, being
with great affection and refpe&, Sir, Your, &e.

L E-F T-bades Skl

Dublin, 1732-3-

Received yours with a few lines from the

Doctor, and the account of our lofing M.
Gay, upon which event I fhall fay nothing. I
am only concern’d that long living hath not
hardened me: for even in this kingdom, and
in a few days paft, two perfons of great merit,
whom I loved very well, have died in the prime
of their years, but a little above thirty. I
would endeavour to comfort myfelf upon the
lofs of friends, as I do upon the lofs of money ;
by turning to my account-book, and feeing
whether I have enough left for my fupport;

but in the former cafe I find I have not, any
more
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