BIBLIOTHEK

UNIVERSITATS-
PADERBORN

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Third of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

LXIll. From Dr. Swift. On the same subject. Of Mr. Pope's epistles, and
particularly that on the use of riches.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54342

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54342

226 LETTERS TO-AND

tion, and, I believe, at laft a mortification of the
bowels ; it was the moft precipitate cafe I ever
knew, having cut him off in three days. He
was attended by two Phyficians befides my-
felf. 1 believed the diftemper mortal from the
beginning. I have not had the pleafure of a
line from you thefe two years; I wrote one
about your health, to which I had no anfwer.
I with you all health and happinefs, being
with great affection and refpe&, Sir, Your, &e.

L E-F T-bades Skl

Dublin, 1732-3-

Received yours with a few lines from the

Doctor, and the account of our lofing M.
Gay, upon which event I fhall fay nothing. I
am only concern’d that long living hath not
hardened me: for even in this kingdom, and
in a few days paft, two perfons of great merit,
whom I loved very well, have died in the prime
of their years, but a little above thirty. I
would endeavour to comfort myfelf upon the
lofs of friends, as I do upon the lofs of money ;
by turning to my account-book, and feeing
whether I have enough left for my fupport;

but in the former cafe I find I have not, any
more
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more than in the other; and I know not any
man who is in a greater likelyhood than my-
felf to die poor and friendlefs. You are a much
greater lofer than me by his death, as being a
more intimate friend, and often his compa-
nion ; which latter I could never hope to be,
except perhaps once more in my life for a piece
of a fummer. I hope he hath left you the care
of any writings he may have left, and I wifh,
that, with thofe already extant, they could be
all publifhed in a fair edition under your in-
{pection, Your Poem on the Ufe of Riches
hath been juft printed here, and we have no
objection but the obfcurity of feveral paffages
by our ignorance in facts and perfons, which
makes us lofe abundance of the Satire. Had
the printer given me notice, I would have ho-
neftly printed the names at length, where I
happened to know them ; and writ c:xp]anatory
notes, which however would have been but
few, for my long abfence hath made me igno-
rant of what p:llrm out of the fcene whu-:, I
am, I never had the leaft hint from you about
this work, any more than of your former, upon
Tafte. We are told here, that you are pre-
paring other pieces of the fame bulk to be in-
feribed to other friends, one (for inftance) to
my Lord Bolingbroke, another to Lord Ox-
ford, and {o on.—Do&or Ds :lany prefents you

Q. 2 Lis
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his moft humble fervice : he behaves himfelf
very commendably, converfes only with his
former friends, makes no }‘-H'-":a":t, but enters
tains them Lcﬂﬁ:ntlv at an elegant plentiful ta-
ble, walks the ftreets as ufual, by day-light,
does many alts of charity and ¢ ‘r-cmf*t}- culti-
vaes a countw -houfe two miles diftant, and
1s one of thofe very few within my knowledge,
on whom a great accefs of fortune hath made
no manner of change. And particularly he is
eften without' money, as he was before:. We
have got my Lord Orrery among us, being
forced to continue here on the ill condition
of his eftate by the knavery of an Agent ; he
is a moft worthy Gentleman, whom, I hope, you
will be acquainted with. I am very much
obliged by your favour to Mr. P—, which, I
defire, may continue no longer than he fhall de-
ferve by his Modefty, a virtue I never knew
him to want, but is hard for young men to
keep, without abundance of ballaft. Ifyou
are acquainted with the Duchefs of Queenf-
bury, T defire you will prefent her my moft
humble fervice : I think fhe is a greater lofer
by the death of a friend than either of us. She
feems a Lady of excellent fenfe and fpirit. 1
had often Poftfcripts from her in our friend’s
letters to me, and her part was fometimes longer
than his, and they made up a great part of the

little
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little happinefs I could have here. This was
the more generous, becaufc I never faw her
fince the was a girl of five years old, nor did I
envy poor Mr. Gay for any thing fo much as
being a domeftic friend to fuch a Lady. ' I de-
fire you will never fail to fend me a particular
account of your health, I dare hardly enquire
about Mrs. Pope, who, I am told, is but juft
among the living, and confequently a continual
orief toyou ; fhe is fenfible of your tendernefs,
which robs her of the only happinefs fhe is
capable of enjoying. And yet I pity you more
than her ; you cannot lengthen her days, and 1
beg the may not fhorten yours.

-85 LT ER LXIV.

Feb. 16, 1732-3.

T is indeed impoffible to fpeak on fuch a

a fubject as the lofs of Mr. Gay, to me an
irreparable one. But I fend you what I intend
for the mfcription on his tomb, which the
Duke of Queenfbury will {et up at Weftmin-
fter. Asto his writings, he left no Will, nor
{fpoke a word of them, or any thing elfe, dur-
ing his fhort and precipitate illnefs, in which I
attended him to his laft breath, The Duke

(Lg has
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