UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Third of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

LXVI. From Dr. Swift. Of the paper called The Life and character of Dr,
Swift. Of Mr. Gay, and the care of his papers. Of a libel against Mr. Pope.
Of the edition of the Dean's works in Ireland, how ...

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54342

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54342

P iR e e BRI G Y -

FROM Dr. SWIF T, etc. 239

LEI T Rl -LAV]L
To Mr. Porzs.

Dublin, May 1, 1733.

I Anfwer your Letter the fooner becaufe I have

a particular reafon for doing fo. Some
weeks ago came over a Poem call’d, The Life
and Charaéter of Dr. S, written by bimfelf. Tt
was reprinted here, and is dedicated to you. It
is grounded upon a Maxim in Rochefoucault,
and the dedication, after a formal ftory, fays,
that my manner of writing is to be found in
every line, I believe I have told you, that I
writ a year or two ago near five hundred lines
upon the fame Maxim in Rochefoucault, and
was a long time about it, as that Impoftor fays
in his Dedication, with many circumftances, all
pure invention, I defire you to believe, and to
tell my friends, that in this fpurious piece there
1s not a fingle line, or bit of a line, or thought,
any way refembling the genuine Copy, any
more than it does Virgil’s Aneis; for I never
gave a Copy of mine, nor lent it out of my fight,
And although I thew’d 'it to all common ac-
quaintance indifferently, and fome of them
(efpecially one or two females) had oot many

lines by heart, here and there, and repeated
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them often ; yet it happens that not one fingle
line, or thought is contained in this Impofture,
although it appears that they who counterfeited
me, had heard of the true one. But even this
trick fhall not provoke me to print the true one,
which indeed is not proper to be feen, till T can
be feen no more: I therefore defire you will un-
deceive my friends, and I will order an Adver-
tifement to be printed here, and tranfmit it to
England, that every body may know the delu-
fion, and acquit me, as, I am fure, you muit
have done yourfelf, if you have read any part
of it, which is mean, and trivial, and full of
that Cant that I moft defpife: I would fink to
be a Vicar in Norfolk rather than be charged
with fuch a performance., Now I come to
your letter,

When I was of your age, I thought every
day of death, but now every minute; and a
continual giddy diforder more or lefs is 2 greater
addition than that of my years. I cannot af-
firm that I pity our friend Gay, but I pity his
friends, I pity you, and would at leaft equally
pity myfelf, if I liv’d amongft you; becaufe I
thould have feen him oftner than you did, who
are a kind of Hermit, how great a noife foever
you make by your Il nature in not letting the
honeft Villains of the times enjoy themfelves in
this world, which is their only happinefs, and

terrifying
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terrifying them with another. I fhould hav
added in my libel, that of all men living you
are the moit Imppv n your Enemies and your
Friends : ‘and I will {wear you have fifty tines
more Charity for- mankind  than I could ever
pretend to.  Whether the production you men-
tion came from the Lady or the Lord, I did not
imagine that they were at leaft fo bad verfifye

T herefore, Jm.imd: onatio ves ,’:fr, 15 f:..:i.j. to be
apply ’d when the indignation 1s a“n nit genera

'.'

Villainy, and never operates when {fome fort of
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people write' to defend themfelves. I love. to

= 8

hear them reproach you for dulnefs; only I
would be fatisfy’d 1; fince yow are {o dull, why

} o
are they fo angry? Give me a thilling, and I

will enfure you, that pofterity fhall never know
you had one fingle enemy, excepting thofe
whofe memory you have preferv’d.

I am forry for the fituation of Mr. Gay's ]‘n-
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could wifh in this affair. I had rather the two
{3 1 ] 1 - --.-a.-'\
fifters were hang’d t;nm 1»;.;.

&

his works fwell’d
by any lofs of credit to his memory,
be glad to fee the moft

I would
valuable printed by
themfelves, thofe which ought not to be feen
burn’d immediately, and the others that

hat have
gone abroad, printed feparately like opufcula,

or rather be fhfled and forgotten. 1 thought
1"I1l

your Epitaph was immediately to be ingrav’d,
8 and

[
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and therefore I made lefs feruple to give a Copy
to Lord Orrery, who earneftly defir’d it, but to
10 body elfe; and, he tells me, he gave only
two, which he will recall. I havea thort Epi-
gram of his upon it, wherein I would corre@a
line, or two at moft, and then I will fend it you
(with his permiffion.) I have nothing againft
yours, . but the laft line, Striking their aching ;
the two participles, as they are {o near, feem to
found too like. I fhall write to the Duchefs,
who bath lately honoured me with a very
friendly letter, and I will tell her my opinion
freely about our friend’s papers. I want health,
and my affairs are enlarged: but I will break
through the latter, if the other mends. I can
ufe a courfe of medicines, lame and giddy. My
chief defign, next to feeing you, is to be a fe-
vere Critic on you and your neighbour ; but firft
kill his father, that he may be able to maintain
me in my own way of living, and particularly
my horfes. It coft me near 6oo /. fora wall to
keep mine, and I never ride without two fer-
vants for fear of accidents; bic vivimus ambi-
ti0fa paupertate. You are both too poor for my
acquaintance, but he much the poorer. - With
you I will find grafs, and wine, and fervants,
but with him not.—~The Colle&ion you fpeak
of is this. - A Printer came to me to defire he
might print my works (as he call’d them) in

four
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four volumes, by fubfcription. 1 faid I would
give no leave, and fhould be forry to fee them
printed here. He faid they could not be printed
in London. Tanfwer’d, they could, if the Part-
ners agreed.  He faid he “ would be glad of
¢ my permiffion, but as he could print them
¢« without it, and was advis’d that it could do
““ me no harm, and having been affur’d of nu=
“ merous {fubfcriptions, he hoped I would notbe
‘ angry at his purfuing his own intereft, &c.”
Much of this difcourfe paft, and he goes
on with the matter, wherein I determine not
to intermeddle, though it be much to my
difcontent; and I wifh it could be done in Eng-
land,. rather than here, although I am grown
pretty indifferent in every thing of that kind.
This is the truth of the ftory.

My Vanity turns at prefent on being perf{on-
ated in your Que Virtus, &c. You will ob-
ferve in this letter many marks of an ill head and
a low fpirit; but a Heart wholly turned to love
you with the greateft Earneftnefs and Truth,

BT E-RLXVIL

May 28, 1733-
Have begun two or three letters to you by
{natches, and been prevented from finithing
them by a thoufand avocations and diffipations,
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