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FROM Dr.SWIFT, etc. 243
four volumes, by fubfcription. 1 faid I would
give no leave, and fhould be forry to fee them
printed here. He faid they could not be printed
in London. Tanfwer’d, they could, if the Part-
ners agreed.  He faid he “ would be glad of
¢ my permiffion, but as he could print them
¢« without it, and was advis’d that it could do
““ me no harm, and having been affur’d of nu=
“ merous {fubfcriptions, he hoped I would notbe
‘ angry at his purfuing his own intereft, &c.”
Much of this difcourfe paft, and he goes
on with the matter, wherein I determine not
to intermeddle, though it be much to my
difcontent; and I wifh it could be done in Eng-
land,. rather than here, although I am grown
pretty indifferent in every thing of that kind.
This is the truth of the ftory.

My Vanity turns at prefent on being perf{on-
ated in your Que Virtus, &c. You will ob-
ferve in this letter many marks of an ill head and
a low fpirit; but a Heart wholly turned to love
you with the greateft Earneftnefs and Truth,
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May 28, 1733-
Have begun two or three letters to you by
{natches, and been prevented from finithing
them by a thoufand avocations and diffipations,
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244 LETTERS TO AND

I muft firft acknowledge the honour done me
by Lord Orrery, whofe praifes are that precious
cintment Solomon {peaks of, which can be
given only by men of Virtue: all other praife,
whether from Poets or Peers, is contemptible
alike: and I am old enough and experienced
enough to know, that the only praifes worth
having, are thofe beftowed by Virtue for Vit-
tue. My Poetry I abandon to the critics, my
Morals T commit to the teftimony of thofe who
know me; and therefore T was more pleas’d
with your Libel, than with any Verfes T ever
receiv’d. 1 wifh fuch a colle&ion of your
writings could be printed here, as you mention
going on in Ireland. I was furpriz’d to receive
from the Printer that {puricus picce, call'd The
Life and Chara&er of Dr. Swift, with a letter
telling me the perfon,  who publifh’d it, had
“ affur'd him the Dedication to me was what
“ 1 would not take ill, or elfe he would not
““ have printed it.”” T can’t tell who the man
15, who took fo far upon him as to anfwer for
my way of thinking ; tho’, had the thing been
genuine, I thould have been greatly difpleas’d
at the publither’s part, in doing it without your
knowledge,

I am as carneft as you can be, in doing my
beft to prevent the publithing of any thing un-
worthy of Mr. Gay; but I fear his friends par-

tiality.
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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 245

tiality. I with you would come over. All the

1t
myflteries of my philufuphic;ﬂ work {hal
be clear’d to you, and you will not think that
I am not merry € wugh, nor angry enough: It
will not want for Satire, but as for Anger 1
know it not; or at lealt only that fort of
which the Apoftle {peaks, “ Be ye angry and
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My Neighbour’s writings have been meta-
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phyfical, and will next be hmol ical, It is cer=
t-.zinly from him only thata valuable Hiftory of
Europe in thefe latter times ean be expected.
Come, and quicken him; for age, indolence,
and contempt of the world, grow upon men
apace, and may often make the wifeft indiffer-

ent whether pofterity be any wifer than we.
To a man in years, Health and Quiet become
fuch rarities, and confequently fo valuable, that
he is apt to think of nothing more than of en-
joying them whenever he can, for the remainder
of life; and this, I doubt not, has caus’d fo
many geeat men to die without leaving a {crap
to pofterity.

I am fincerely troubled for the bad account
you give of your own health. I with every
day to hear a better, as much as I do to enjoy
my own, I faithfully aflure you.
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