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246 LETTERS TO AND

BEETTER LV
From Dr. Swir T,

Dublin, July 8, 1733,
Muft condole with you for the lofs of Mrs,
Pope, of whofe death the papers have been
full.  But I would rather rejoice with you, be-
caufe, if any circumflances can make the death
of a dear Parent and Friend a fubjeé for joy,

you have them 4ll.  She died in an extreme o!
age, without pain, under the care of ‘the moft
dutiful Son that I have ever known or heard of,
which is a felicity not -happening to one ina
million. The worft effect of her death falls up-
on me, and fo muchthe worfe, becaufe I expet-
ed aliquis dammo ufus in illo, that it would be
followed by making me and this kingdom hap-
py with your prefence.  But I am told, to my
great misfortune, that a very convenient offet
happening, you waved the invitation prefled on
you, alledging the fear you had of being killed
here with eating and drinking, By which I
find that you have given fome credit to a no-
tion, of ouar great plenty and hofpitality. It is
true, our meat-and wine is cheaper here, as it
15 always in the pooreft countries, becaufe there
is no money to pay for them: I believe there are
not
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'ﬂot in this whole city three C—‘c—r;f‘w:‘- en out of

o

Employment, who are able to give Entertain-
ments once a month. Thofe who are in em-
piog ments of church or ftate; are three parts in
four from England, and amount to little more
than a dozen: Tho indeed may once or twice
invite their friends, or any perfen of diftin&ion
that makes a voyage hither. ~All my acquaint-
ance tell me, they know not above three fami-
llw where they can occafionally dine in 2 whole
year: Dr. Delany is the only gentleman I know,
who keeps one certain day in the week to en-
tertain feven or eight friends at dinner, and to
pafs the evening, where there is nothing of ex-
cefs, either in eating or drinking. Our old
friend Southern (who hath juit left us) was in-
vited to dinner once or twice -'D}-‘ a }11'4\3@, a bi-

thop, or a commiffioner of the revenues, but
moft ﬂequtntd a few pat tlLLﬂ‘ iwd and
chiefly the Doctor, who is eafy in his for tun~,
and very -hoiplt-ablﬁ "The conveniences. of tak-
ing the air, winter or {ummer, do far exceed
thofe in London. For the two large {trands juft
at two ends of the town are as firm and d:v n
winter as in fummer. There are at leaft fix
or eight gentlemen of fenfe, learning, good-
humour and tafte, able and defirous to pleafe
you; and orderly females, fome of the better fort,
to take care of you, Thefc: were the motives *"mt
R 2 have
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cqucnﬂy made ufe of to entice you hi4

¥y
3

her. + And there would be no failure among
the beft people here, of any honours that could
be done you. Asto myfelf, I declare, my health
1s fo uncertain that I dare not venture amongft
you at prefent. I hate the thoughts of London,
where I am not rich enough to live otherwife

than by fhifting, which is now too late. Nei-

ther can I have conveniences in the country for
three horfes and two fervants, and many others,
which I have here at hand. I am one of the
governors of all the hackney-coaches, carts, and
carriages round this town,. who dare not infult
me, like your rafcall y waggoners or coach-men,

but give me the way; nor is there one Lord or

Squire for a hundred of yours, to turn me out

of the road, or run over me with their coaches
and {ix. . Thus, I make fome advantage of the
public poverty, and give you the reafons for
what I once writ, why I chufe to be a freeman
among flaves, rather than a flave among free-
men. Then, I walk the ftreets in peace with-
out being juftled, nor ever without a thoufand
bleflings from my friends the vulgar, Iam
Lord Mayor .of 120 houfes, I am abfolute Lord
of the greateft Cathedral in the kingdom, am
at peace with the neighbouring Princes, the
Lord Mayor of the city, and the Arch-bithop
of Dublin, only the latter, like the K. of

France,




FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 249

France, {fometimés attempts encroachments on
my dominions, as. old Lewis did upon. Lor-
rain.. In the midft of this raillery, 1 can tell
you with ferioufnefs, that thefe'advantages con-
tribute to my: eafe, and the refore I value th

And in one part of your letter relating to my

L.ord B and your {elf, ‘you agree wuh me

entirely, about the lI"!Ei!LqL.D.LC, the love of

quiet, the care of health, &c. that grow upon
men in years. * And if you difcover thofe in-
clinations in my Lord and yourfelf, what can
you expe& from me, whofe health 1s fo pl":..-—
carious ? and yet at your or his time of life,
could have leap’d over the moon.

Fek-T-T E'R LXLX

Sept. 1,1733.

E Have cch day wifh’d to write to you, to

fay a thoufand things ; .and yet, 1 think o
f‘rn 11d not have writ to you now, if I was not
fick of writing any thing, fick o‘f myfelf, and
(\ ‘hat is worfe) fick of my friends teo. The
world is become too bufy for me; every body
is fo concerned for the p“h“t‘, that all private
enjoyments are loft, or dif-relifh’d. T wnte
more to {how you I am tired of this life, than to

tell
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