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5
to Writings of this kind. But I imagine that
if you can like any fuch, it muft be thole that
ftrip Metaphyfics of all their bombaft, keep
within the fight of every well-conftituted Eye,
and never bewilder themfelves whilft they pre-
tend to guide the reafon of others. I writ to
you a long letter {ome time ago, and fent it by
the poft. Did it come to yoar hands £ or did
the infpectors of private correfpondence ftop
it, to revenge themfelves of the ill faid of
them in it 2. Pale & me ama.

LETOER % .30 %
From Dr. SWIFT.

2
Nov. 1, 1734

Have yours with my Lord B ’s Poft-
feript of September 15 it was long on its

way, and for fome weeks after the date I was
very ill with my two inveterate diforders, gid-
dinefs and deafnefs 'The latter is pretty well
off ; but the other makes me totter towards
evenings, and much difpirits me. But I con-
tinue to ride and walk, both of which, although
they be no cures, are at leaft amufements. 1

did never imagine you to be either inconftant,
Vor. IX, S 2 or
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or to want right notions of friendfhip; -but I
apprehend your want of health ;; and it hath
been a frequent wonder to me how you have
been able to entertain.the world fo long, (o fre-
quently, fo happily, under fo many bedily dif-
orders. My Lord B. {ays you have been three
months rambling, which is the beft thing you
can poflibly do in a {fummer feafon; - anid when
the winter recalls you, we will, for our own
interefls, leave you to your {peculations. . God
be thanked, I have done with every thing, and
of every kind that requires writing, except now
and then a letter, or, like a true old man, fcrib-
bling trifles only fit for children or fchool-boys
of the loweft clafs at beft, which three or four
of us read and laugh at to-day, and burn to-
morrow. Yet, what is fingular, I neveram
without fome great work in view, enough to
take up forty years of the moft vigorous healthy
man : although I am convinced that I fhall
never be able to finith three Treatifes, that have
lain by me feveral years, and want nothing but
correction. My lord B. faid in his poftcript, that
you would go to Bath in three days : we fince
heard that you were dangeroufly ill .there; and
that the news-mongers gave you over. . Buta
gentleman of this kingdom, on his return from
Bath, affured me he left you well, and fo did

iome
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{fome others whom I have forgot. I am forry
at my heart that you are peftered with people
who come in my name, and I profefs to you,
it 1s without my knowledge. * I am confident
I thall hardly ever have occalion again to re-
commend, for my friends here are very few,
and fixed to the free-hold, from whence no-
thing but :death will remove them. Surely
I never ‘doubted about your Eflay on Man;
and I would lay any‘odds, . that I would never
fail to difcover you in fix lines, unlefs you had
a mind to'write below or befide yourfelf on
purpofe. T confefs I did never imagine you
were fo deep in Tv'Tomls, or that fo many new
and excellent rules could be produced fo advan-
tageoufly and agreeably in that fcience, from
any one head. I confefs in fome few phces I
was forced to read twice', I believe I told you
before what the Duke of D {faid to me on
that occafion, How a Judge here, who knows
you, told him that on the firft reading thofe Ef-

~—.\

fays, he was much pleafed, but found fome lines

a little dark': On the fecond meft of them
cleared up, and his pleafure in

creafed: On LLIL
third he had no doubt remaine :‘ and then he

admired the whole. My'lord B s attempt
of reducing Met hv.m% to intelligible fenfe and

ufefulnels ‘«,'111] bc a glorious unum'.akmg, and

O as
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as T never knew him fail in any thing he at-
tempted, if he had the {ole management, fo I
am confident he will fucceed in this. T defire
you will allow that I write to you both at pre-
fent, and fo I fhall while I live: It faves your
money, and my time ; and he being your Ge-
nius, no matter to which it is addrefled. Iam
happy that what you write 1s printed in large
letters ; otherwife between the weaknefs of my
eyes, and the thicknefs of my hearing, 1 {hould
lofe the greateft pleafure that is left me. Pray
command my lord B to follow that ex-
ample, if I live to read his Metaphyfics. Pray
God blefs you both. Ihada melancholy ac-
count from the Do&or of his health. 1 will
anfwer his letter as foon as I can. I am ever

entireiy yours.

LeT TER
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Twickenham, Decemb. 19, 17

L2

4
Am truly forry for any complaint you have,
A and it is in regard to the weaknels of your
eyes that I write (as well as print) in folio.
You'll:think (I know you will, for you have

all the candor of a good underftanding) that

the thing which men cf cur age feel the moft,
is the. friendfhip of our equals; and that there-
fore: whatever affe&ts thofe who are ftept a few
years before us, cannot but {enfibly affect us
who are to follow. . It troubles me to hear you
| complain of your memory, and if I am in any
part of my conftitution younger than you, it
will be in my remembring every thing that has
pleafed me in you, longer than perhaps you will.
The two fummers we pafs’d together dwell
always on my mind, like a vifion which gave
me a glympfe of a better life and better com-
pany, than this world otherwife afforded. I
am now an individual, upon whom no other
depends; and may go where I will, if the
wretched carcafe I am annex’d to did not hin-
| der:me.. I rambled by very eafy journeys this
year to Lord Bathurft and Lord Peterborow,
who upon every occafion commemorate, love,
and wifh for you, I now pafs my days be-

S 4 tween
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