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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc.

)
I
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L E-T:T B R-EXXVIII,

From Dit. SwirmT,

Feb. ¢ 1735-6.

[ Cannot properly call you my beft friend,
becaufe I have not another left who deferves
the name, fuch a havock have Time, Death,
Exile, and Oblivion made. Perhaps you wouhi
have fewer complaints of my ill health and
lownefs of fpirits, if they were not {ome ex-
cufe for my delay of writing even to you. It
is Derﬁ:&ly right what you il} of the indiffer-
ence in common friends, whether we are fick
or well, happy or miferable. 'The very maid-
fervants in 2 family have the {ame notion: I
have heard them often fay, Ob, I am very
fick, if any body cared forit! Iam vexed when
my v1ﬁt615 come with the COIle.)'.lllltl'lt ufual
here, Mr. Dean, I hope you are very well. My
popularity that yon mention, is wholly confined
to the common people, who are more con-
ftant than thofe we mif-call their betters. I
walk the flreets, and {o do my lower friends,
from whom and from whom alone, I have a

thoufand hats and bleflings upon old fcores,
which thofe we call the Gentry have forgot.
But I have not the love, or hardly the civility,
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296 Ll EETPE RS T O AAN'D

of any one man in power or ftation; and I
can boaft that I neither vifit nor am acquainted
with any Lord Temporal or Spiritual in the
whole kingdom ; nor am able to do the leaft
good office to the moft deferving man, except
what I can difpofe of in my own Cathedral
upon a vacancy. What hath funk my {pirits
more than even years and ficknefs, is reflecting
on the moft execrable Corruptions that run |
through every branch of public management.
I heartily thank you for thofe lines tranflated,
Singula de nobis anni, &c. You have put them
in a ftrong and admirable light ; but however
I am fo partial, as to be more delighted with
thofe which are to do me the greateft honour
I fhall ever receive from pofterity, and will
outweigh the malignity of ten-thoufand ene-
mies, I never faw them before, by which it
is plain that the letter you fent me mifearry’d.
I do not doubt that you have choice of
new acquaintance, and fome of them may be
deferving : For Youth is the feafon of Virtue;
Corruptions grow with years, and T believe the
oldeft rogue in England is the greateft. You
have years enough before you * to watch whe-
ther thefe new acquaintance will keep their
Virtue, when they leave yon and go into the
world ; how long will their {pirit of indepen-

3 He was miftaken.
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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 2%7

dency laft againft the temptations of future Mi-
nifters, and future Kings.—As to the new Lord
Lieutenant, I never knew any of the family ;
{o that I thall not be able to get any jobb done
by him for any deferving friend.

L E T R LRl

From Dr. SwirrT.

Heb. 7,173 5-0.

T is fome time fince I dined at the bithop
of Derry’s, where Mr, Secretary Cary told
me with great concern, that you were taken
very ill. I have heard nothing fince, only I
have continued in great pain of mind, yet for
my own fake and the world’s more than for
yours; becaufe I well know how little you va-
lue life both as a Philofopher and a Chriftian,
particularly the latter, wherein hardly one in
a million of us heretics can equal you, If you
are well recovered, you ought to be reproached
for not putting me efpecially out of pain, who
could not bear the lofs of you; although we
muit be for ever diftant as much as if I were
in the grave, for which my years and continual
indifpofition are preparing me every feafon, 1
have {taid too long from prefling you to give
3 me
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