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86 LETTERS TO AND

T T ER TXSLL

Aug. 17, 1736,
[’ Find, tho’ T have lefs experience than you,
the truth of what you told me fome time
ago, that increafe of years makes men more
talkative but lefs writative: to that degree, that
I now write no letters but of plain bufinefs, or
plain how-d’ye’s, to thofe few I am forced to
correfpond with, either out of neceffity, ot
love: And I grow Laconic even beyond Laco-
nicifme; for fometimes I return only Yes, or
No, to queftionary or petitionary Epiftles of
half a yard long. You and Lord Bolingbroke
are the only men to whom I write, and always
in folio. You are indeed almoft the only men
I know, who either can write in this age, of
whofe writings will reach the next: Othersare
mere mortals, Whatever failings fuch men
may have, a refpe& is due to them, as Lumi-
naries whofe exaltation renders their motion 4
little irregular, or rather caulfes it to feem fo to
others. Iam afraid to cenfure any thing I hear
of Dean Swift, becaufe I hear it only from
mortals, blind and dull: And you fhou’d be
cautious of cenfuring any action or motion of
Lord B. becaufe you hear it only from fhallow,
envious,
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envious, or malicious reporters. What you
writ to me about him I find to my great fcan-
dal repeated in one of youis to —. Whatever
you might hint to me, was this for the pro-
phane? the thing, if true, fhould be conceal’d;
but it is, I aflure you, abfolutely untrue, in eve-
ry citcumftance. He has fixed in a very agree-
able retirement near Fontainbleau, and makes
it his whole bufinefs wacare literis. But tell me
the truth, were you not angfy at his omitting
to write to you fo long? I may, for I hear from
him feldomer than from you, that is twice or
thrice a year at moft.  Can you poflibly think
he can negleét you, or difrégard you? I you
catch yourfelf at thinking fuch nonfenfe, your
parts are decay’d : For, believe me, great Ge-
nius’s muft and do efteem one another, and I
queftion if any others can efteém or compre-
hend uncommeon merit.  Others only guefs at
that merit, or fee glimmerings of their minds:
A genius has the intuitive faculty: Therefore,
magine what you will, you cannot be fo fure
of any man’s efteem as of his. If I can think
that neither he nor you defpife me, it is a
greater honour to me by far, and will be thought
fo by pofterity, than if all the Houfe of Lords
writ Commendatory Verfes upon me, the Com-
mons order’d me to print my Works, the Uni-

verfities
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verfities gave me public thanks, and the King;,
Queen, and Prince crown’d me with Laurel.
You are a very ignorant man ; you don’t know
the figure his name and yoors will make here-
after: I do, and will preferve all the memo-
rials I can, that I was of your intimacy ; /ingo,
JSed proximus, intervalle. T will not quarrel with
the prefent Age; it has done enough for me, in
making and keeping- you two my friends. Do
not you be too angry at it, and let not him be
too angry at it; it has done and can do neither
of you any manner of harm;, as long as it has
not, and cannot burn your works: while thofe
fubfift, you’ll both appear the greateft men of
the time, in fpite of Princes and Minifters;
and the wifeft, in fpite of all the little Errors
you may pleafe to commit.

Adieu. . May better health attend you, than,
I fear, you pofiefs; may but as good health at-
tend you always as mine is at prefent ; tolerable,
when an eafy mind is join’d with it

LETTER
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