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oz LETTERS TO-AND

e ST TR EXXXVAEE
From Dr. SwirT.

Dublin, July 23, 1737.

I Sent a letter to you fome weeks ago, which
my Lord Orrery inclofed in one of his, to
which I receiv’d as yet no anfwer, but it will
be time enough when his Lordfhip goes over,
which will be, as he hopes, in about ten days,
and then he will take with him ¢ all the letters
““I preferved of yours, which are not above
“ twenty-five. " I find there is a great chafm of
¢ fome years, but the dates are more early than
“ my two laft journeys to England,which makes
“ me imagine, that in one of thofe journeys I
“ carried over another Cargo.”” But I cannot
truft my memory half an hour; and my diforders
of deafnefs and giddinefs increafe daily. So that
I am declining as faft as it is eafily poffible for
me, if I were a dozen years older.
We have had your volume of letters, which,
I am told, are to be printed here : Some of thofe
who highly efteem you, and a few who know
you perfonally, are grieved to find you make
no diftinction between the Englith Gentry of
this Kingdom, and the favage old Irith (who
are only the vulgar, and fome Gentlemen who
live
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live in the Irith parts of the Kingdom) but the
Englith Colonies, who are three parts in four,
are much more civilized than many Counties in
England, and fpeak better Englith, and are much
better bred. And they think it very hard, that
an American who is of the fifth generation from
England, fhould be allowed to preferve that
title, only becaufe we have been told by fome
of them that their names are entered in fome
parith in London. I have three or four Cou-
fins here who were born in Portugal, whofe pa-
rents took the fame care, and they are all of
them Londoners. Dr. Delany, who, as I take
it, is of an Irith family, came to vifit me three
days ago, on purpofe to complain of thofe paf-
fages in your Letters ; he will not allow fuch
a difference between the two climates, but will
affert that North - Wales, Northumberland,
Yorkfhire, and the other Northern Shires have
a more cloudy ungenial air than any part of
Ireland. In fhort, I am afraid your friends
and admirers here will force you to make a Pa-
linody,

As for the other parts of your volume of
Letters, my opinion is, that there might be
colleted from them the beft Syftem that ever

‘was wrote for the Conduét of human life, at

leaft to thame all reafonable men out of their
Follies and Vices, It is fome recommenda-
tion
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tion of this Kingdom, and of the tafte of
the people, that you are at leaft as highly cele-
brated here as you are at home. If you
will blame us for Slavery, Corruption, Athe-
ifm, and fuch trifles, do it freely, but include
England, only with an addition of every other
Vice.—I wifh you would give orders againft
the corruption of Englith by thofe Scriblers,
who fend us over their trath in Profe and V erfe,
with abominable curtailings and quaint moderp-
ifms. I now am daily expecting an end of
life : I have loft all {pirit, and every fcrap of
health ; I fometimes recover a little of my hear-
ing, but my head is ever out of order. While
I have any ability to hold a commerce with
you, I will never be filent, and this chancing
to be a day that I can hold a pen, I will drag
it as long as I am able. Pray let my Lord Or-
rery fee you often ; next to yourfelf I love no
man fo well ; and tell him what I fay, if he vi-
fits you. I have now done, for it is evening,
and my head grows worfe. May God always
protect you, and preferve you long, for a pat-
tern of Piety and Virtue.

Farewel, my deareft and almoft only conftant
friend. Iamever, at leaft in my efteem, ho-
nour, and affection to you, what I hope you
expect me to be,

Yours, &c.
I BT -T ER
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