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LETTERS

RALPH ALLEN, Efy.

BoE -3 E R - LXXXEX,
Mr. Porpe to Mr. AL LEN.

Twitnam, April 30, 1736.

Saw Mr. M. yefterday who has rea-
dily allowed Mr. V. to copy the Pic-
ture. I have enquired for the beft Originals of
thofe two fubjects, which, I found, were fa=
vorite ones with you, and well deferve to be fo,
the Difcovery of Jofeph to his Brethren, and
the Refignation of the Captive by Scipio. Of
the latter, my Lord Burlington has a fine one
done by Ricci, and I am promifed the other in
a good Print from one of the chief Italian Paint-
érs. That of Scipio is ‘of ‘the exac fize one
would with for a Baflo Relievo, in which man-
ner, in my opinion, you would beft ornament

your Hall, done in Chiaro ofcuro.
A man not only fhews his Tafte, but his
Virtue
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Virtue, in the choice of fuch ornaments: And
whatever example moft ftrikes us, we may rea-
fonably imagine, may have an influence upon
others. So that the Hiftory itfelf, if well cho-
fen, upon a rich man’s walls, is very often a
better leffon than any he could teach by his
converfation. In this fenfe, the Stones may be
faid to fpeak when Men cannot, or will not. I
can’t help thinking (and I know you’ll join
with me, you who have been making an Al-
tar-piece) -that the zeal of the firft Reformers
was ill placed, in removing préfures (that is to
fay, examples) out of Churches ; and yet fuffer-
ing Epitaphs (that is to fay, flatteries and falfe
hiftory) to be the burthen of Church walls,
and the thame, as well as derifion, of all ho-
neft men.

I have heard little yet of the fubfcription =,
1 intend to make a vifit for a fortnight from
home to Lady Peterborow at Southampton,
about the middle of May. After my return I
will inquire what has been done ; and I really
believe, what I told you will prove true, and I
thall be honourably acquitted of a tafk I am
not fond of?. I have run out my leaf, and will
only add my fincere withes for your happinefs
of all kinds. I am, &c.

a For his own Edit. of the b The printing his letters
1ft Vol. of hisletters ; under- | by fubfeription.

taken at Mr. Allen’s requeft. _
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