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Mr. WARBURTON.
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LET-TER: XV

April 11, 1739..

E Have juft received from Mr. R. two more

of your Letters®, It is in the greateft hur-
ry imaginable that I write this, but I cannot
help thanking you in particular for your Third
Letter, which is o extremely clear, thort, and
full,. that I think Mr. Crouzaz ® ought never
to have another anfwerer, and deferved not fo
good an one.: I can only fay, you do him teo
much honour, and me too much right, {o odd

* Commentaries on the | wrote remarks upon the phi-
£ flay on Man.. lofephy of that £/ay.
A German profeffor,who

o
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as the expreflion feems, foryou have made my
fizftem as clear as I ought to have done and
could not. It is indeed the fame fyftem as
eine, but illuftrated with a ray of your own,
as they fay our natural body is the fame ftill
when it is glorified. I am fure I like it better
than I did before, and fo will every man elfe.
I know I meant juft what you explain, but I
did not explain my own meaning fo well as you.
You underftand me as well as I do myfelf, but
you exprefs me better than I could exprefs my-
felf.  Pray accept the fincereft acknowledg-
ments. I cannet but with thefe letters were
put together in one book, and intend (with
your leave) to procure a tranflation of part, at
leaft, of all them into French®; but I fhall not
proceed a ftep without your confent and opi-
nion, &e.

B

L E-"T T E"R' = XCVIIT,

May 26, 1730.
f§ YHE diffipation in which 1 am obliged to
live through many degrees of civil obli-
gation, which ought not to rob a man of him-

¢ They were all tranflated | tion, who is now in an e-
into that language by a | minent fltation in his own
French gentleman of condi- | country.

Y 3 felf




236 LEFTERS TO AND

felf who paffes for an independent one, and
yet make me every body’s fervant more than
my own : This, Sir, is the occafion of my fi-
lence to you, to whom I really have more obli-
gation than to almoft any man, By writing,
indeed, I propofed no more than to tell you
my fenfe of it: As to any corrections of your
Letters 1 could make none, but what refnlted
from inverting the Order of them, and thofe
expreflions relating to myfelf which I thought
exaggerated. I could not find a word to alter
in the laft letter, which I return’d immediate-
ly to the Bookfeller. I muft particularly thank
you for the mention you have made of me in
your Poftfcript * to the laft Edition of the Le-
gation of Mofes. 1 am much more pleafed
with a compliment that links me to a virtuous
Man, and by the beft fimilitude, that of a
good mind (even a better and ftronger tye than
the fimilitude of ftudies) than I could be proud
of any other whatfoever. May that independen-
cy, charity, and competency attend you, which
fets a good prieft above a bithop, and truly
makes his Fortune; that is, his happinefs in
this life as well as in the other, '

* He means, a Findication | lany: in which the Editor
of the Author of the Divine | applied to his own calfe thofe

Legation, againft fome pa- | lines in the epiftle to Dr.

pers in the w eekly Mifcel- | Arbuthnot,
Mz let the tender office long engage, &e.

LT TER
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L E“T T-E-R- XCIX.
Twitenham, Sept. 20, 1729-

¥ Received with great pleafure the paper you

fent me; and yet with greater, the profpect
you give me of a nearer acquaintance with
you when you come to Town. I fhall hope
what part of your time you can afford me,
amongft the number of thofe who efteem you,
will be paft rather in this place than in Lon-
don; fince it is here only I live as I ought,
mibi et amicis. 1 therefore depend on your
promife ; and fo much as my conftitation {uf-
fers by the winter, I yet aflure you, fuch an
acquifition will make the fpring much the more
welcome to me, when it is to bring you hi-
ther, cum zephyris et birundine prima.

As foon as Mr. R, can tran{mit to me an
entire copy of your Letters, I with he had your
leave {o to do; that I may put the book into
the hands of a French gentleman to tranflate,
who, I hope, will not {ubject your work to as
much ill-grounded criticifm, as my French
tranflator = has fubjeGted mine. In ecarneft, I
am extremely obliged to you, for thus efpouf-
ing the caufe of a ftranger whom you judged

@ Refuel, on whofe very | Crouzaz founded his enly
faulty and abfurd tranflation | plaufible objections.

Yok to
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~ to be injured ; but my part, in this fentiment,
is the leaft, The generofity of your condu&
deferves efteem, your zeal for truth deferves
affection from every candid man: And as
fuch, were I wholly out of the cafe, I thould
efteem and love yon for it. I will not there-
fore ufe you fo ill as to write in the general
ftyle of compliment ; it is below the dignity of
the occafion : and I can only fay (which I fay
with fincerity and warmth) that you have made
me, &c. '

(S . - s

CETTER O

Jan. 4, 1739.

T is a real truth that T thould have written

to you oftener, if I had not a great refpect
for you, and owed not a great debt to you.
But it may be no unneceffary thing to let you
know that moft of my friends alfo pay you
their thanks ; and fome of the moft knowing,
as well as moft candid Judges think me as much
beholden to you as I think myfelf. Your Lez-
fers*meet from fuch with the Approbation
they merit, and I have been able to find but
two or three very flight Inaccuracies in the

* On the Efay on Man,
¥ whole
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whole book, which I have, upon their obferva~
tion, altered in an exemplar which I keep a-
gainft a fecond Edition.. My very uncertain
ftate of health, which is fhaken more and more
every winter, drove me. to Bath and Briftol
two months fince ; and I fhall not return to-
wards London till February. But I bhave re-
ceived nine or ten Letters from thence on the
fuccefs of your book *, which they are earneft
to have tranflated. One of them is begun in
France. A French gentleman, about Monfieur
Cambis the Ambaflador, hath done the great-
eft part of it here. Butl will ‘retard the Im-
preflion till I have your directions, or till I can
have a pleafure I earneftly with for, to meet
you in town, where you gave me fome hopes
you fometimes pafs’d a part of thefpring, for the
beft reafon, I know, of ever vifiting it, the
converfation of a few Friends. Pray, fuffer
me to be what you have made me, one of
them, and let my houfe have its fhare of you:
or, if I can any way be inftrumental in accom-
modating you in town during your ftay, I have
lodgings and a library or two in my difpofal ;
which, T believe, I need not offer to a man to
whom all libraries ought to be open, or to one
who wants them fo little ; but that ’tis pofii-
ble you may be as much a. {tranger to this

b The Commentary on the Effay on Man.
town,
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town, as I with with all my heart T was. I
fee by certain fquibs in the Mifcellanies « that
you have as much of the uncharitable fpirit
pour’d out upon you, as the Author you de-
fended from Crouzaz. 1 only with you gave
them no other anfwer than that of the fun to
the frogs, thining out, in your fecond book,
and the completion of your argument. No
man is, as he ought to be, more, or fo much
2 friend to your merit and charaéter as, Sir,

Your, &ec.

L:E VS E R b1

Jan. 17, 1739-40.

THough I writ to you two pofts ago, I

ought to acknowledge now a new and
unexpected favour of the Remarks on the fourth
epiftle *; which (though I find by yours, at-
tending them, they were fent laft month) I
received but this morning. ‘This was occafion-
ed by no fault of Mr. R. but the negle@, I
believe, of the perfon to whofe care he con-
figned them. T have been full three months

¢ The Weekly Mifcella- | Mr. Venn, and others.
ny, by Dr, Webiter, Dr. 2 Of the Effay on Man.
Waterland, Dr, Stebbing,

about




FROM Dr. SWIET, ete. 33T

sbout Bath and Briftol, endeavouring to amend
a complaint which more or lefs has troubled
me all my life: 1 hope the regimen this has
obliged me to, will make the remainder of it
more philofophical, and improve my refigna-~
tion to part with it at laft. I am preparing to
feturn home, and fhall then revife what my
French gentleman has done, and add #bss toit.
He is the fame perfon who tranflated the Effay
into profe, which Mr. Crouzaz fhould have
profited by, who, I am really afraid, when [
lay the circumf{tances all together, was moved
to his proceeding in {fo very unreafonable a
way, by fome malice either of his own, or
fome other’s: tho’ I was very willing, at
firft, to impute it to ignorance or prejudice,
I fee nothing to be added to your work ; only
fome commendatory Deviations from the Ar-
gument itfelf, in my favour, 1 ought to think
might be omitted.

I muft repeat my urgent defire to be previ-
oufly acquainted with the precife time of your
vifit to London ; that I may have the pleafure
to meet 2 man in the manner I would, whom
I muit efteem one of the greateft of my bene-
£a&ors. I am, with the moft grateful and af-
fectionate regard, &c.

LETEER

P
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ek 1. E R _CIL

April 16, 1740.

O U could not give me more pleafure than

by your thort letter, which acquaints me
that I may hope to fee you fo {foon. Let us
mect like men who have been many years ac-
quainted with each other, and whofe friendfhi
is not to begin, but continue. All forms fhould
be paft, when people know each other’s mind
fo well : T flatter myfelf you are a man after
my own heart, who fecks content only from
within, and fays to greatnefs, Twas habeto tibi
ves, egomet bhabebo meas.  But as it is but juft
your other friends fhould have fome part of
you, Iinfift on my making you the firft vifit in
London ; and thence, after a few days, to car-
ry you to Twitenham, for as many as you
can afford me. If the prefs be to take up any
part of your time, the fheets may be brought
you hourly thither by my waterman: and you
will have more leifure to attend to any thing of
that fort than in town. I believe alfo I have moft
of the Books you can want, or can eafily bor-
row them. I earneftly defire a line may be
left at Mr. R.’s, where and when I fhall call
upon you, which I will daily enquire for, whe-
ther I chance to be here, or in the country,

2 Believe




FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc.

Believe me, Sir, with the trueft regard, and
the fincereft with to deferve

L3
.
)

Yours, &c,

LB T T7E R SCHE

Twitenham, June 245 1740.
¥ T is true that I am a very unpun&ual cor-
—E- refpondent, tho’ no unpunctual agent ot
friend ; and that, in the commerce of words,
I am both poor and lazy. Civility and Com-
pliment generally are the goods that letter-
writers - exchange, which, with honeft men,
{feems a kind of illicite trade, by having been,
for the moft part carried on, and carried far-
theft by defigning men. I am therefore re-
duced to plain enquiries, how my. friend does;
and what he does? and to repetitions; which
I am afraid to tire him with, bow much I love
bim. Your two kind letters gave me real fatis=
faction, in hearing you were fafe and well ;
and in fhewing me you took kindly my unaf-
feCted endeavours to prove my efteem for you,
and delight in your converfation. Indeed my
languid fate of health, and frequent deficiency
of {pirits, together with a number of diffipa-
tions, ¢f aliena negotia centum, all confpire to
throw a faintnefs and cool appearance over my

conduct
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condué to thofe I beft love ; which I perpeta-
ally feel, and grieve at: But in earneft, no
man is more deeply touched with merit in ge-
neral, or with particular merit towards me, in
-any one.  You ought therefore in both views
to hold yourfelf what you are to me in my
opinion and affe@ion ; fo high in each, that I
may perhaps feldom attempt to tell it you. The
greateft juftice, and favour too that you can do
me, is to take it for granted.

Do not thérefore commend my talents, but
inftru& me by your own. I am not really
learned enough to be a judge in works of the
nature and depth of yoars. But I travel thro’
your book as thro’ an amazing fcene of ancient
Egypt or Greece ; firuck with veneration and
wonder ; but at every ftep wantmg an inftruc-
tor to tell me all I wifh to know. Such you
prove to me in the walks of antiquity ; and {fuch
you will prove to all mankind : but with this
additional charadter, more than any othes
fearcher into antiquities, that of a genius equal
to your pains, and of a tafte equal to your
learning.

I am obliged greatly to you, for what you
have projected at Cambridge, in relation to my
Effay * ; but more for the motive which did

= Mr. Pope defired the | tranflation of the Effay on
editor to procure a good | Man into latin profe.

originally
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originally, and does confequentially in a man-
neer, animate all your goodnefs to me, the
opinion you entertain of my honeft intention in
that piece, and your zeal to demonftrate me no
irreligious man. I was very fincere with you
in what I told you of my own opinion of my
own charafer as a poet®, and, I think I may
confcientioufly fay, I {hall dieinit. I have no-
thing to add, but that I hope fometimes to hear
you are well, as you certainly fhall now and
then hear the beft I can tell you of myfelf.

B D e g DS e
Oct. 27, 1740,

I Am grown {o bad a correfpondent, partly
thro’ the weaknefs of my eyes, which has
much increafed of late, and partly thro’® other
difagreeable accidents (almoft peculiar to me)
that my oldeft as well as beft friends are rea-
fonable enough to excufe me. I know you are
of the. number who deferve all the teftimonies
of any fort, which I can give you of efteem
and friendthip; and I confide in you, as a
man of candour enough, to know it cannot be
otherwife, if I am an honeft one. So I will
fay no more on this head, but proceed to thank
3 See his life, :

you
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you for your conftant memory of whatever may
be ferviceable or reputable to me. The Tran-
flation * you are amuch better judge of than I,
not only becaufe you underftand my work bet-
ter than I do myfelf, but as your continued fa-
miliarity with the learned languages; makes you
infinitely more a mafter of them. I would
only recommend that the Tranflator’s attention
to Tully’s Latinity may not preclude his ufage
of fome Terms which may be more precife in
modern philofophy than fuch as he could fesve
him{elf of, efpecially in matters metaphyfical. I
think this {pecimen clofe enough, and clear al=
fo, as far as the claffical phrafes allow ; from
which yet I would rather he fometimes deviat-
ed, than fuffered the fenfe to be either dubious
or clouded too much. You know my mind
perfeély as to the intent of fuch a verfion, and
I would have it accompanied with your own
remarks tranflated, fuch only I mean as are ge-
neral, or explanatory of thofe paffages, which
are concife to any degree of obfcurity, or which
demand perhaps too minute an attention in
the reader.

I have been unable to make the Journey ¥
defigned to  Oxford, and Lord Bathurit’s,
where I hoped to have made you of the party.
I am going to Bath for near two months. Yet

2 Of his E/fay on Man into latin profe.
pray
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pray let nothing hinder me fometimes from
hearing you are well. I have had that content-
ment from time to time from Mr. G.

Seriblerus ® will or will not be publithed,
according to the event of {ome other papers
coming, or not coming out, which it will be
my utmoft endeavour to hinder®, I will ot
give you the pain of acquainting you what
they are. Your fimile of B. and his nephew,
would make an excellent epigram. But all
Satire is become fo ineffe¢tual (when the laft
ftep that Virtue can ftand upon, fhame, is taken
away) that Epigram muft expect to do no-
thing even in its own little province, and up-
on it its own little fubjedts. Adieu. Believe
I with you nearer us ; the only power I witfh,
is that of attaching, and at the fame time fup-
porting, fuch congenial bodies as you are to,
dear Sir,

o)
33

Your, &ec.

-1 T E R -CV,

Bath, Feb. 1. 1740-1.

F 1 had not been made by many accidents
fo fick of letter-writing, as to be almoft

® The Memoirs of Scriblerus.
® The letters publithed by Dr. Swift,

7 afraid
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afraid of the fhadow of my own pen, you would
be the perfon I thould ofteneft pour myfelf out
to: indeed for a good reafon, for you have
given me the ftrongeft proofs of underftanding,
and accepting, my meaning in the beft manner
and of the candour of your heart, as well as the:
clearnefs of your head. My vexations I would
not trouble you ‘with, but I muft juft mention
the two greateft I now have. They have print-
ed in Ireland, my letters to Dr. Swift, and
(which is the ftrangeft circumftance) by his
own confent and direction *, without acquaint-
ing me till it was done. The other is one
that will continue with me till fome profperous
event to your fervice fhall bring us nearer to
each other. I am not content with thofe
glympfes of you, which a fhort fpring vifit af-
fords ; and from which you carry nothing away
with you but my fighs and withes, without any
real benefit,

I am heartily glad of the advancement of
your fecond Volume®; and particularly of the D;-
greffions, for they are o much more of you ; and
I can truft your judgment enough to depend up-
on; their being pertinent. You will, T quef-

“ N.B. Thiswas theftrong- | no ill-will to him, tho® it
eft refentment he ever ex- | expofed him to the ill-will
pref’d of this indifcretion of | of others.
his old friend, as being per- * Of the Divine Lega-

fuaded thatit proceeded from | tion.

tion
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tion not, verify the good proverb, that the fur-
theft way about, is the neareft way home: and
much better than plunging thro’ thick and thin,
more Theologorum ; and perfifting in the fame
old track, where fo many have either broken
their necks, or come off very lamely.

This leads me to thank you for that ‘vcry en-
te 1t;1mm§:, and, Ithink, inftructive ftory of Dr.
W# * % who was, in this, the image of * %%,
who never admit of any remedy from a ha .‘d
they diflike. But I am forry he had {o much
of the modern Chriftian rancour, as, I believe,
he ma}? be convinced by this time, that the
kingdom of Heaven is not for {uch.

Iam juft returning to London, and fhall the
more impatiently \cpud your book’s appear-

ance, as I hope you will follow it s and that I

'1} 11 ave as ha appy a month thro’ your means

I had the laft fpring.

; |

GE'J

L)

I amh, &c.

EET.TER. CVL

April 14, 1741.
O U are every way kind to me ; in your
partiality to what is tolerable in me; and
in your freedom where you find me in an

error. Such, Iown, is the inftance given of:
Z2 You




ggos <L BT TERS TO AND
You owe me much friendfhip of this latter
fort, having been too profufe of the former.,

I think every day a week till you come to
town, which, Mr. G. tells me, will be in the:
beginning of the next month : When, I exped,
you will contrive to be as beneficial to me as
you can, by paffing with me as much time
as you can.: every day of which it will be my
fault if F do not make of fome ufe to me, as
well as pleafure. This is-all I have to tell you,
and, be affured, my fincereft efteem and affec-
tion are yours.

LETTER: CVIL

Twitenham, Aug. 12, 174T1.

H E general indifpofition I have to writ-

ing, unlefs upon a belief of the neceffity

or ufe of it, muft plead my excufe in not do-
ing itto you. Iknow it isnot (I feel it is not)
needful to repeat affurances of the true and con-
ftant friendthip and efteem I bear you. - Ho-
neft and ingenuous minds are fure of each
other’s ; the tye is mutual and folid. The ufe
of writing letters refolves wholly into the gra=
tification given and received in the knowledge
of each other’s welfare : Unlefs I ever (hould
be fo fortunate (and a rare fortune it would be)
to:
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to be able to procure, and acquaint you of,
fome real benefit done you by my means. Bat
Fortune {eldom fuffers one difinterefted man to
ferve another, Tis too much an infult upon
her to let two of thofe who moft defpife her
favours, be happy in them at the {fame time,
and in the fame inftance. I wifh for nothing
fo much at her hands, as that fhe would per-
mit fome great Perfon or other to remove
you nearer the banks of the Thames ; tho’ very
lately a nobleman, whom you efteem much
more than you know, had deftined &c.—

I thank you heartily for your hints; and am
afraid if I had more of them, not on this only,
but on other fubjedts, I fhould break my refo-
lution, and become an author anew: hay a
new auther, and a better than I yet have been ;
or God forbid I fhould go en jingling only the
{fame bells !

I have received {fome chagrin at thedelay of

your Degree at Oxon *.

a This relates to an ac-
cidental affair which hap-
pened this fummer, in a ram-
ble that Mr. P. and Mr. W,
took together, in which
Oxford fell in their way,
where they parted ; Mr. P.
after one day's ftay going
weftward, and Mr. W. who

ftaid a day after him, to vi-

As for mine, I will

fit the dean of C. C. return-
ing to London. On this
day the Vice-chancellor, the
Rev. Dr. L. fent him a mef-
fage to his lodgings, by a
perfon of eminence in that
place, with an ufual compli-
ment, to know if 2 Doétor’s
degree in Divinity would be
acceptable to him ; to which

Z 3 die
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die before I receive one, in anart T am igno-

rant of, at a place where there remains any -

feruple of beftowing one on you, in a fcience
of which you are {o great a mafter. . In fhort,
I will be doctor’d with you, or not at all, I
am {ure, wherever honour is not conferred on
the deferving, there can be none given to the
undeferving ; no more from the hands of Priefts,
than of Princes. Adieu. God give you all
Irue bleffings.

LUE-T-TE R--CVHL

Sept. 20, 1741,

IT is not my friendfhip, but the difcernment

of that nobleman® I mentioned, which you
are to thank for his intention to ferve you,
And his judgment is fo uncontroverted, that
it would really be a pleafure to you to owe him
any thing; inftead of a fhame, which often is
the cafe in the favours of men of that rank. I
am forry I can only wifh you well, and not do
mylelf honour in doing you any goad. But I

fuch an anfwer was return- gree in Law, And to the if-
ed as fo civil a meflage de- | fue of that unafked and un-
ferved. About ' this time, | fought compliment thefe
Mr. Pope had the fame offer | words allude.

fnade him of a Do&or’s de- * Lord Chefterficld.

comfort
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comfort myfelf when I refle&, few men could
make you happier, none more deferving than
you have made yourfclf.

I don’t know how I have been betray’d into
a paragraph of this kind. T afk your pardon,
tho’ it be truth, for faying fo much.

If T can prevail on myfelf to complete® the
Dunciad, it will be publifhed at the {ame time
with a general edition of all my Verfes (for
Poems I will net call them) and, I hope, your
Friendfhip to me will be then as well known,
as my being an Author ; and go down together
to Pofterity. I mean to as much of Pofterity
as poor moderns can reach to; where the Com-
mentator (as ufual) will lend 2 crutch to the
weak Poet to help him to limp a little further,
than he could on his own feet. We fhall take
our degree together in Fame, whatever we do
at the Univerfity : And I tell you once more
I will not have it there without you.——

b He had then commu-
nicated his intention to the
Editor, of adding a fourth
book to it.

¢ This was occafioned by
the editor’s requefting him
not to flight the honour
ready to be done him by the

Univerfity : and efpecially,
not to decline it on the Edi-
tor’s account, who had no
reafon to think the affront
done him the a& of that il-
luftrious body, but the con-
trivance of two or three
particulars.

LETT ER
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LaEE-F B-R -G,
Bath, Nov. 12, 1741.

¥ Am always naturally fparing of my letters

to.my Friends; for a reafon I think a great
one; that it is needlefs after experience, tore-
peat affurances of Friendfhip ; and no lefs irk-
fome to be fearching for words, to exprefs it
over and over. But I have more calls than one
for this letter. Firft, to exprefs a {atisfaction
at your refolution not to keep up the ball of
difpute with Dr. M. tho’, I am fatisfied, you
could have done it; and to tell you that Mr,
L. is pleafed at it too, who writes me word
upon this occafion, that he muft infinitely
efteem a Divine, and an Author who loves Peace
better than Victory. Secondly, I am to recom-
mend to you as an author, a bookfeller in the
room of the heneft one you have loft, Mr. G.
and I know none who is fo worthy, ‘and has
fo good a title in that charader to fucceed him
as Mr. Knapton. But, my third motive of now
troubling you is my own proper intereft apd
pleafure. I am here in more leifure than I
can poflibly enjoy even in my own houfe,
vacare ltferss. It is at this place, that your ex-
hortations may be moft effectual, to make me
refume the ftudies I have almoft laid afide, by

perpetual
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perpetual avocations and diffipations. If it were
practicable for you to pafs a month or fix weeks
from home, it is here T could with to be with
you : And if you would attend to the continu-
ation of your own noble work, “or unbend to
the idle amufement of commenting upon 2
poct, who has no other merit, than that of
aiming by his moral ftrokes to merit fome re-
eard from fuch men as advance Truth and Vir-
tue in a more effeGtual way; in either cafe;
this place and this houfe would be an inviola-
ble afylum to you, from all you would defire
to avoid, in fo public a fcene as Bath. The
worthy man, who is the mafter of it, invites

>

you in the ftrongeft terms; and 1s one who
would treat you with love and veneration, ra-
ther than what the world calls civility and re-
gard. He is fincerer and plainer than almoft
any man now in this world, antiquis moribus.
If the waters of the Bath may be férviceable
to your complaints (as I believe from what you
have told me of them) no opportunity can ever
be better, It is juft the beft feafon. We are
told the Bifhop of Salifbary 1s expected here
daily, who, I know, is your friend : at leaft,
though a bifhop, is too much a man of learn-
ing to be your enemy. You fee I omit nothing
to add to the weight in the balance, in which,

howeéver,
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however, I will not think myfelf light, fince
I have known your partiality.  You will want
no fervant here. Your room will be next to
mine, and one man will ferve us. Here is a
Library and 2 Gallery ninety feet long to walk
in, and a coach whenever you would take the
air with me. Mr. ALLEN tells me, you
might on horfeback be here in three days ;
it is lefs than 100 miles from Newarke,  the
road through Leicefter, Stow in the Wolde in
Gloucefterfhire, and Cirencefter by Lord Ba-
thurft’s. I could engage to carry you to Lon-
don from hence, and I would accommodate
my time and journey to your conveniency.

Is all this a dream ? or can you make it a
reality ? can you give ear to me?

Audifiin’ 2 an me ludit amabilis
Infania 2

Dear Sir, adieu; and give me a line to Mr.
Allen’s at Bath. God preferve you ever.

Enb et it CX.

Nov. 22, 1741.
YOurs is very full and very kind, it is a
a friendly and fatisfaory anfwer, and all

I can defire. Do but inftantly fulfil it,—Only
I hope
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I hope this will find you before you fet out.
For I think (on all confiderations) your beft
way will be to take London in your way. It
will fecure you from accidents of weather to
travel in the coach, both thither, and from thence
hither. But in particular, I think you fhould
take forne care as to Mr. G.’s executors. And
I am of opinion, no man will be more fervice-
able in fettling any fuch accounts than Mr.
Knapton, who fo well knows the trade, and is
of fo acknowledged a credit in it. If you can
ftay but a few days there, 1 thould be glad ;
tho’ I would not have you omit any neceflary
thing to yourfelf. 1 wiih too you would juft
fee * * ¥ tho' when you have pafs’d a month
here, it will be time enough, for all we have
to do in town, and they will be lefs bufy, pro-
bably, than juft before the Seffion’s opens, to
think of men of letters.

When you are in London I beg a line from
you, in which pray tell us what day you fhall
atrive at Bath by the coach, that we may fend
to meet you, and bring you hither.

You will owe me a real obligation by be-
ing made acquainted with the mafter of this
houfe; and by fharing with me, what I think
one of the chief fatisfa&tions of my life, his
Friendihip. But whether I fhall owe you

any




348 LETTERS TO AND

any in contributing to make me a fcribler
again *, I know not,

LETTER CXIL

Aptil 23, 1742.

Y letters are fo fhort, partly becaufe I

could by no length of writings (not even
by fuch as lawyers write) convey to you more
than you have already of my heart and efteem ;
and partly becaufe I want time and eyes, I
can’t fufficiently tell you both my pleafure and
my gratefulnefs, in and for your two laft let-
ters, which fhew your zeal fo ftrong for that
piece of my idlenefs, which was literally writ-
ten only to keep me from fleeping in a dull
winter, and perhaps to make others {leep un-
lefs awaken’d by my Commentator ; no uncom-
mon cafe among the learned. I am every day
in expeftation of Lord Bolingbroke’s arrival :
with whom I fhall feize all the hours I can ;
for his ftay (I fear by what he writes) will be
very thort. I do not think it impoflible but
he may go to Bath for a few weeks, to fee (if he

* He had concerted the | now written a great part of
plan of the fourth book of | it; which he was willing the
the Dunciad with the Editor | Editor fhould fee,
the fummer before ; and had

be
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be then alive, as yet he is) his old fervant
In that cafe I think to go with him, and if
it {hould be at a feafon when the waters are
beneficial (which agree particularly with him
too) would it be an impofiibility to meet you
at Mr. Allen’s ? whofe houfe, you know, and
heart are yours. Tho’ this is a mere chance, I
fhould not be forry you faw fo great a genius,
tho’ he and you were never to meet again.—
Adieu. The world is not what I with it ; but
I will not repent being in it while two or three
live.

I am, &c.

LETTER CXIL

Bath, Nov. 24, 1742.

H 1S will thew you I am fiill with our
tiend, but it is the laft day ; and I would
rather you heard of me pleafed, as 1 yet am,
than chagrin’d as I fhall be in a few hours. We
are both pretty well. I wifh you had been
more explicite if your leg be quite well.  You
fay no more than that you got home well. b
expet a more particular account of you when
you have repofed yourfelf a while at your own

fire-fide. 1 fhall inquire as foon as I am in
I London,




g0 LETTERS TO AND

London, which of my friends have feen you ¥
There are two or three who knew how to va-
lue you : I'wifh I was as fure they would ftu-
dy to ferve you.—A project has arifen in my
head to make you, in fome meafure, the Edi-
tor of this new edition of the Dunciad *, if you-
have no {cruple of owning fome of the graver
notes, which ate now added ® to thofe of Dr.
Arbuthnot. I mean it as a kind of prelude, or
advertifement to the public, of your Commen-
taries on the Effays on Man, and on Criticifm,
which I propofe to print next in another vo-
lume proportioned to this. T only doubt whe-
ther an avowal of thefe notes to fo ludicrous
2 poem be fuitable to a chara&er fo eftablith-
ed as yours for more ferious {tudies. It was a
fudden thought fince we parted ; and I would
have you treat it as no more; and tell me if
it 1s not better to be fupprefs’d; freely and
friendlily. I have a particular reafon to make
you intereft yourfelf in me and my writings. It
will caufe both them and me to make the bet-
ter figure to pofterity. A very mediocre poet,
one Drayton, is yet taken {fome notice of, be-
canfe SELDEN writ a2 few notes on one of his

poems.—
a That is, of the four | books, and diftinguifhed in

books complete. this edition of his works.

» ‘Added in the three firf
Adieu,
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Adieu. May every domeftic happinefs make
you unwilling to remove from home ; and may
every friend, you do that kindnefs for, treat
you fo as to make you forget you are not at
home.

I am, &c.

EEECTOL ECR: CXITIE

Dec. 28, 1742.

Have always fo many things to take kindly

of you, that I don’t know which to begin
to thank you for. I was willing to conclude
our whole account of the Dunciad, at leaft,
and therefore ftaid till it was finithed. The
encouragement you gave me to add the fourth
book firft determined me to do fo; and the
approbation you feem’d to' give it was what
fingly determined me to print it. . Since that,
your Notes and your Difcourfe in the name of
Ariftarchus have given its lait finithings and
ornaments,—I am glad you will refrefh the me-
mory of fuch readers as have no other faculty
to be readers, efpecially of fuch works as the
Divine Legation. But I hope you will not take
too much notice of another and duller fort ;
thofe who become writers thro’ malice, and
muft die whenever you pleafe-to fhine out in

the
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the completion of the Work : which I wifh
were now your only anfwer to any of them:
except you will make ufe of that fhort and ex-
cellent one you gave me m the ftory of the
reading~glafs.

The world here grows very bufy. About
what time is it you think of being amongft us ?
My health, I fear, will confine me, whether in
town or here, {fo that I may expe& more of
your company as one good refulting out of evil,

I write, you know, very laconically. I have
but one formula which fays every thing to a
Friend, ““ Iam yours, and beg you to continue
“ mine.” Let me not be ignorant (you can
prevent my being {o of any thing, but firft and
principally) of your health and well being ; and
depend on my fenfe of all the Kindnefs over
and above all the uffice you fhall ever do
me.

I never read a thing with more pleafure than
an additional fheet to = Jervas’s preface to Don
Quixote, Before I got over two paragraphs I
cried out, Aut Erafinus aut diabolus! 1 knew
you as certainly as the ancients did the Gods
by the firft pace and the very gait. I have not
a moment to exprefs myfelf in, but could not

omit this which delighted me fo greatly.

? On the origine of the books of Chivalry,
My




RN A e b i e | T N

EROM Dz S WI1ET, etc. 353

My Law-f{uit with L. 1s atan end.—Adieu!
Believe no man can be more yours. Call me

by any title you will but a Doétor of Oxford ;

Sit tibi cura wmei, fit t1bi cura tus.,

L-ET T-E Rkl

Jan. 18, 1942,

{ Am forced to grow every day more laconic
in my letters, for my eyefight grows every
day (horter and dimmer. Forgive me then that
I anfwer you fummarily. I can even lefs bear an
equal part in a correfpondence than in a conver-
fation with you. But be affured once for all, the
more I read of you, asthe more I hear from you,
the better I am inftructed and pleafed. And
this misfortune of my own dulnefs, and my own
abfence, only quickens my ardent wifh that
fome good fortune would draw you nearer, and
enable me to enjoy both, for a greater part of our
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lives in this neighbourhood ; and in fuch a fitua-
tion, as might make more beneficial friends,than
I, efteem and enjoy you equally.—I have again
heard from Lord * * and another hand, that
the Lord I writ to you of, declares an intention
to ferve you. My anfwer (which they re-
Jated to him) was, that he would be fure of
your acquaintance for life, if once he ferved,

Aa or
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or obliged you; but that, I was certain, you
would never trouble him with your expe&ation,
tho’ he would never get rid of your gratitude.
~—Dear Sir, adieu, and let me be fometimes
eertified of your health. My own is as ufual ;
and my affeétion the {fame, always yours.

Ll T ER XIk;
Twitenham, March 24, 1743.

Write to you amongft the very few I now
defire to have my Friends, merely, S7 valeas,
valeo. ’Tis in effect all I fay: but it is very
literally true, for I place all that makes my life
defirable in their welfare. I may truly affirm,
that vanity or intereft have not the leaft thare
in any friendfhip I have ; or caufe me now to
cultivate that of any one man by any one let-
ter. But if any motive thould draw me toflat-
ter a great man, it would be to fave the friend
¥ would have him ferve from doing it. Rather
than lay a deferving perfon under the necefiity
of it, T would hazard my own chara&er and
keep his in dignity. Tho’, in truth, T live in
a time when no meafures of condu& influence
the fuccefs of one’s applications, and the beft

ghing to truft to is chance and opportunity.
I only
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I only meant to tell you, Iam wholly yours,
how few words o ever I make of it.—A greater
pleafure to me is, that I chanced to make Mr.
Allen fo, who is not only worth more than —
intrinfically ; but, I forefee, will be effeGually
more a comfort and glory to you every year you
live. My confidence in any man lefs truly great
than an honeft one is but {mall.

I have lived much by myfelf of late, partly
thro’ ill health, and partly to amufe myfelf with
little improvements in my garden and houfe, to
which pofiibly I fhall (if I live) be foon more
confined. When the Dunciad may be pub-
lithed I know not. Iam more defirous of car-
rying on the beft, that is your edition of the
reft of the Eprftles and Effay on Criticifim, &c. 1
know it is there I fhall be feen moft to advan-
tage. But I infift on one condition, that you
never think of this when you can employ your-
felf in finifhing that noble work of the Divine
Legation (which is what, above all, terum ite-
rumque monebo) or any other ufeful {cheme of
your own. It would be a fatisfaGtion to me at
prefent only to hear that you have fupported
your health among thefe epidemical diforders,
which, tho’ not mortal to any of my friends, have
afflicted almoft every one.

Aaz LT ER
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June 5.
With that, inftead of writing to you once in
two months, I could do you fome {ervice as
often ; for I am arrived to an age when I am
as fparing of words as moft old men are of mo-
ney, though I daily find lefs occafion for any.
But I live in a time when benefits are not in
the power of an honeft man to beftow ; nor
indeed of an honeft man to receive, confi-
dering on what terms they are generally to be
had. It is certain you have a full right to any
I could do you, who not only monthly, but
weekly of late, have loaded me with favours
of that kind, which are moft acceptable to ve-
teran Authors ; thofe garlands which a Com-
mentator weaves to hang about his Poet, and
which are flowers both of his own gathering
and painting too; not blofloms {pringing from
the dry Author.
It is very unreafonable after this, to give yon
a fecond trouble in revifing the * E/ffay on Homer.
But I look upon you as one {fworn to fuffer no.
errors in me: and tho’ the common way with
a Commentator be to erect them into beauties,
the beft office of a Critic is to correét and amend
2 The Editor did revife and corzect it as it now ftands
m the laft edition. -
them.
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them, There being a new edition coming out

of Homer, 1 would “1Ih|101y render it a little lefs
defective, and the bookfeller will not allow me
time to do {o myfelf.

Lord B. returns to France very {peedily,
and 1t 1s pofiible I may go for three weeks or a
month to Mr. Allen’s in the fummer ; of which
I will not fail to advertife you, if it fuits your
conveniency to be there and drink the waters
more beneficially

Forgive my feribling fo haftily and fo ill.
My eyes are at leaft as bad as my head : and it
is with my heart only that I can pretend to be,
to any real purpofe, Your, &c.

T e T U

L. EF T -EB - XX
July 18.
O U may well expet letters from me of
thanks : but the kind attention you fhew
to every thing that concerns me is fo manifeft,
and fo repeated, that you cannot but tell your-
felf how 11@f:c11711'11v I muft pay them in my
heart, which makes it qmo% impertinent to
fay fo. Your alterations to the Pu_face and
Effay » are 'uﬁ and none more obliging to me
th'm where you prove your concern, that my
notions in my firft writings {hould not be repug-

=

2 Prefix'd to his Homer’s lliad.
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nant to thofe in my laft. And you will have
the charity to think, when I was then in an er-
ror, 1t was not fo much thatI thought wrong or
perverfely, as that I had not'thought fufficient-
ly. 'What I could corret in the diffipated life
I am forced to lead here, I have: and fome
there are which ftill want your help to be made
as they {hould be.—Mr. Allen depends on you
at the end of the next month or in September,
and I will join him as foon as I can return
from the other party. I believe not till Sep-
tember at fooneft.—You will pardon me (dear
Sir) for writing to you but juft like an attorney
or agent. I am more concerned for your
Finances b than your Fame; becanfe the firft, T .
fear, you will never be concerned about your-
felf ; the fecond is fecure to you already, and
(whether you will or not) will follow you.

I have never faid one word to you of the pub-
lic. Ihave known the greater world too long to
be very fanguine, But accidents and occafions
may do what Virtue would not; and God fend
they may! Adieu, Whatever becomes of
public Virtue, let us preferve our own poor
fhare of the private. Be affured, if I have any,
I'am with a true fenfe of your merit and
friendfhip, &c.

* His debt from the Executor of Mr. G,

LETTER
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LETTER CXVil.
Okt oe
Heartily thank you for yours, from which
I learn’d your fafe arrival. And that you
you found all yours in health, was a kind ad-
dition to the account ; as I truly am interefted
in whatever is, and deferves to be dear to you,
and to make a part of your happinefs. I have
many reafons and experiences €0 convingce me,
how much you with health to me, aswell as
long life to my writings. Could you make as
much a better man of me as you can make a
better author, I were fecure of Immortality both
here and hereafter by your means. The Dun-
ciad I have ordered to be advertifed i quarto.
Pray order as many of them as you will ; and
know that whatever is mine is yours,

LETTER CXIX.
an, 12, 1743
N unwillingnefs to write nothing to you,
whom I refpeé ; and worfe than nothing
(which would afflict you) to one who wifhes
me {o well, has hitherto kept me filent., Of the
Public I can tell you nothing worthy the re-

fection of a reafonable man ; and of myfelf on-
A a4 ly
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ly an account that wonld give you pain ; for my
afthma has increafed every week fince you laft
heard from me, to the degree of confining me
totally to the fire-fide ; {o that I have hardiy
feen any of my friends but two, who happen
to be divided from the world as much as my-
felf, and are conftantly retired at Batterfea.
‘There I have paft moft of my time, and often
wifh’d you of the company, as the beft I know
to make me not regret the lofs of all others,
and to prepare me for a nobler {cene than any
mortal greatnefs can open to us. I fear by the
account you gave me of the time you defign to
come this way, one of them (whom I much
wifh you had a glympfe of) will be gone again,
unlefs you pafs fome weeks in London before
Mr. Allen arrives there in March. My pre-
fent indifpofition takes up almoft all my hours,
to render a very few of them fupportable : yet I
goon foftly to prepare the great edition of my
Things with your Notes, and as faft as I re-

ceive any from you, I add others in order.—
I am told the Laureat is going to publith a
very abufive pamphlet. That is all I can defire;
it is enough, if it be abufive and if it be his.
He threatens you; but, I think, you will not
fear or love him {o much as to anfwer him,
though you have anfwered one or two as dull.
He will be more to me than a dofe of hartf-
horn ;
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horn: and as a ftink revives one who has been
oppreffed with perfumes, his railing will cure
me of a courfe of flatteries.

I am much more concerned to hear that
fome of your Clergy are offended at a verfe or
two of mine®, becaufe I have a refpect for
your Clergy, (though the verfes are harder up-
on ours.) But if they do not blame you for de-

J o

fending thofe verfes, 1 will wrap myfelf up in
the layman’s cloak, and f{leep under your
thield.

1 am forry to find by a letter two pofts fince
from Mr. Allen, that he is not quite recovered
yet of all remains of his indifpofition, nor Mrs.
Allen quite well, Don’t be difcouraged from
telling me how yon are: for no man 1s more

yours than, &c.

LETTER. CXX.

EF I was not athamed to be {o behind hand
with you, that T can never pretend to fetch
it up (any more than 1 could in my prefent
ftate, to overtake you in a race) T would par-
ticularize which of your letters I {hould have
anfwered firft, It muft {uffice to fay I have re-
ceived them all ; and whatever very little re-

e e —————

a Ver. 355 to 358, fecond book of the Dunciad.

fpites
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fpites I have had, from the daily care of my
malady, have been employed in reviling the
papers on the ufe of Rickes, which I would have
ready for your laft revife, againit you come to
town, that they may be begun with while
you are here.—I own, the late encroachments
upon my conftitution make me willing to fee
the end of all fgrthet care about me or my
works. I would reft for the one, in a full re-
fignation of my Being to be difpofed of by the
¥ather of all mercy ; and for the other (though
indeed a trifle, yet a trifle may be fome ex-
ample) I would commit them to the candour
of a fenfible and refleting judge, rather than ta
the malice of every fhort-fighted and malevo-
lent critic, or inadvertent and cenforious rea-
der. And no hand can fet"them in fo good a
light, or fo well turn their beft fide to the day
as your own. This obliges me to confefs I have
for fome months thought myfelf going, and
that not flowly, down the hill. The rather
as every attempt of the phyficians, and fhill,
the laft medicines more forceable in their na-
ture, have utterly fail’d to ferve me, I was at
laft, about feven days ago, taken with {o violent
a fit at Batterfea, that my friends Lord M. and
Lord B. fent for prefent help to the furgeon ;
whofe bleeding me, I am perfuaded, faved my

life, by the inftantaneous effect it had ; and
which
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which has continued fo much to amend me,
that I have pafs’d five days without opprefiion,
and recovered, what I have three months want-
ed, fome degree of expectoration, and fome
hours together of fleep. I am now got to
Twitenham, to try if the air will not take fome
part in reviving me, if T can avoid colds; and
between that place and Batterfea with my Lord
B. I will pafs what I have of life, while he ftays
(which I can tell you, to my great fatisfaction
will be this fortnight or three weeks yet.) What
if you came before Mr. Allen, and ftaid till
then, inftead of poftponing your journey long-
er? Pray, if you write, juft tell him how ill
have been, or I had wrote again to him : But
that T will do, the firft day I find myfelf alone
with pen, ink, and paper, which I can hard-
ly be even here, or in any {pirits yet to hold
a pen. You fee I fay nothing, and yet thié

writing is labour to me.

I am, &ec.

LET.T ER CXXI.
April 1744

I Am forry to meet you with {0 bad an ac-
count of myfelf, who (hould otherwife with

joy have flown to the interview, 1 am too ill
to
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to be in town ; and within this week o much
worfe, as to make my journey thither, at pre-
fent, impracticable, even if there was no Pro-
clamation in my way. I left the Town in
a decent compliance to that; but this addi-
tional prohibition from the higheft of all pow-
ers I muft bow to without murmuring. I with
to fec you here, Mr. Allen comes not till the
16th, and you will probably chufe to be in
town chiefly while he is there. I received yours
juft now, and I writ to hinder—from print-
ing the Comment on the Ufe of Rickes too haf-
tily, fince what you write me, intending to have
forwarded it otherwife, that you might revife
it during your ftay. Indeed my prefent weaknefs
- will make me lefs and lefs capable of any thing.
I hope at leaft, now at firft; to fee you for a day
or two here at Twitenham, and concert mea-
{ures how to enjoy for the future what I can of
your friendthip °,

Iam, &ec,
* He died May 30, following.

[N.B. The Originals, with which thefe letters

bave been collated by the Bookfeller, are now in
bis bands. ]
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