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332 LETTERS TO AND

ek 1. E R _CIL

April 16, 1740.

O U could not give me more pleafure than

by your thort letter, which acquaints me
that I may hope to fee you fo {foon. Let us
mect like men who have been many years ac-
quainted with each other, and whofe friendfhi
is not to begin, but continue. All forms fhould
be paft, when people know each other’s mind
fo well : T flatter myfelf you are a man after
my own heart, who fecks content only from
within, and fays to greatnefs, Twas habeto tibi
ves, egomet bhabebo meas.  But as it is but juft
your other friends fhould have fome part of
you, Iinfift on my making you the firft vifit in
London ; and thence, after a few days, to car-
ry you to Twitenham, for as many as you
can afford me. If the prefs be to take up any
part of your time, the fheets may be brought
you hourly thither by my waterman: and you
will have more leifure to attend to any thing of
that fort than in town. I believe alfo I have moft
of the Books you can want, or can eafily bor-
row them. I earneftly defire a line may be
left at Mr. R.’s, where and when I fhall call
upon you, which I will daily enquire for, whe-
ther I chance to be here, or in the country,

2 Believe




FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc.

Believe me, Sir, with the trueft regard, and
the fincereft with to deferve

L3
.
)

Yours, &c,

LB T T7E R SCHE

Twitenham, June 245 1740.
¥ T is true that I am a very unpun&ual cor-
—E- refpondent, tho’ no unpunctual agent ot
friend ; and that, in the commerce of words,
I am both poor and lazy. Civility and Com-
pliment generally are the goods that letter-
writers - exchange, which, with honeft men,
{feems a kind of illicite trade, by having been,
for the moft part carried on, and carried far-
theft by defigning men. I am therefore re-
duced to plain enquiries, how my. friend does;
and what he does? and to repetitions; which
I am afraid to tire him with, bow much I love
bim. Your two kind letters gave me real fatis=
faction, in hearing you were fafe and well ;
and in fhewing me you took kindly my unaf-
feCted endeavours to prove my efteem for you,
and delight in your converfation. Indeed my
languid fate of health, and frequent deficiency
of {pirits, together with a number of diffipa-
tions, ¢f aliena negotia centum, all confpire to
throw a faintnefs and cool appearance over my

conduct
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