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FROMDr. SWIFT, ete. 335

originally, and does confequentially in a man-
neer, animate all your goodnefs to me, the
opinion you entertain of my honeft intention in
that piece, and your zeal to demonftrate me no
irreligious man. I was very fincere with you
in what I told you of my own opinion of my
own charafer as a poet®, and, I think I may
confcientioufly fay, I {hall dieinit. I have no-
thing to add, but that I hope fometimes to hear
you are well, as you certainly fhall now and
then hear the beft I can tell you of myfelf.

B D e g DS e
Oct. 27, 1740,

I Am grown {o bad a correfpondent, partly
thro’ the weaknefs of my eyes, which has
much increafed of late, and partly thro’® other
difagreeable accidents (almoft peculiar to me)
that my oldeft as well as beft friends are rea-
fonable enough to excufe me. I know you are
of the. number who deferve all the teftimonies
of any fort, which I can give you of efteem
and friendthip; and I confide in you, as a
man of candour enough, to know it cannot be
otherwife, if I am an honeft one. So I will
fay no more on this head, but proceed to thank
3 See his life, :

you
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you for your conftant memory of whatever may
be ferviceable or reputable to me. The Tran-
flation * you are amuch better judge of than I,
not only becaufe you underftand my work bet-
ter than I do myfelf, but as your continued fa-
miliarity with the learned languages; makes you
infinitely more a mafter of them. I would
only recommend that the Tranflator’s attention
to Tully’s Latinity may not preclude his ufage
of fome Terms which may be more precife in
modern philofophy than fuch as he could fesve
him{elf of, efpecially in matters metaphyfical. I
think this {pecimen clofe enough, and clear al=
fo, as far as the claffical phrafes allow ; from
which yet I would rather he fometimes deviat-
ed, than fuffered the fenfe to be either dubious
or clouded too much. You know my mind
perfeély as to the intent of fuch a verfion, and
I would have it accompanied with your own
remarks tranflated, fuch only I mean as are ge-
neral, or explanatory of thofe paffages, which
are concife to any degree of obfcurity, or which
demand perhaps too minute an attention in
the reader.

I have been unable to make the Journey ¥
defigned to  Oxford, and Lord Bathurit’s,
where I hoped to have made you of the party.
I am going to Bath for near two months. Yet

2 Of his E/fay on Man into latin profe.
pray
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pray let nothing hinder me fometimes from
hearing you are well. I have had that content-
ment from time to time from Mr. G.

Seriblerus ® will or will not be publithed,
according to the event of {ome other papers
coming, or not coming out, which it will be
my utmoft endeavour to hinder®, I will ot
give you the pain of acquainting you what
they are. Your fimile of B. and his nephew,
would make an excellent epigram. But all
Satire is become fo ineffe¢tual (when the laft
ftep that Virtue can ftand upon, fhame, is taken
away) that Epigram muft expect to do no-
thing even in its own little province, and up-
on it its own little fubjedts. Adieu. Believe
I with you nearer us ; the only power I witfh,
is that of attaching, and at the fame time fup-
porting, fuch congenial bodies as you are to,
dear Sir,

o)
33

Your, &ec.

-1 T E R -CV,

Bath, Feb. 1. 1740-1.

F 1 had not been made by many accidents
fo fick of letter-writing, as to be almoft

® The Memoirs of Scriblerus.
® The letters publithed by Dr. Swift,
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