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342, LETTERS TO-AND

die before I receive one, in anart T am igno-

rant of, at a place where there remains any -

feruple of beftowing one on you, in a fcience
of which you are {o great a mafter. . In fhort,
I will be doctor’d with you, or not at all, I
am {ure, wherever honour is not conferred on
the deferving, there can be none given to the
undeferving ; no more from the hands of Priefts,
than of Princes. Adieu. God give you all
Irue bleffings.

LUE-T-TE R--CVHL

Sept. 20, 1741,

IT is not my friendfhip, but the difcernment

of that nobleman® I mentioned, which you
are to thank for his intention to ferve you,
And his judgment is fo uncontroverted, that
it would really be a pleafure to you to owe him
any thing; inftead of a fhame, which often is
the cafe in the favours of men of that rank. I
am forry I can only wifh you well, and not do
mylelf honour in doing you any goad. But I

fuch an anfwer was return- gree in Law, And to the if-
ed as fo civil a meflage de- | fue of that unafked and un-
ferved. About ' this time, | fought compliment thefe
Mr. Pope had the fame offer | words allude.

fnade him of a Do&or’s de- * Lord Chefterficld.

comfort
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comfort myfelf when I refle&, few men could
make you happier, none more deferving than
you have made yourfclf.

I don’t know how I have been betray’d into
a paragraph of this kind. T afk your pardon,
tho’ it be truth, for faying fo much.

If T can prevail on myfelf to complete® the
Dunciad, it will be publifhed at the {ame time
with a general edition of all my Verfes (for
Poems I will net call them) and, I hope, your
Friendfhip to me will be then as well known,
as my being an Author ; and go down together
to Pofterity. I mean to as much of Pofterity
as poor moderns can reach to; where the Com-
mentator (as ufual) will lend 2 crutch to the
weak Poet to help him to limp a little further,
than he could on his own feet. We fhall take
our degree together in Fame, whatever we do
at the Univerfity : And I tell you once more
I will not have it there without you.——

b He had then commu-
nicated his intention to the
Editor, of adding a fourth
book to it.

¢ This was occafioned by
the editor’s requefting him
not to flight the honour
ready to be done him by the

Univerfity : and efpecially,
not to decline it on the Edi-
tor’s account, who had no
reafon to think the affront
done him the a& of that il-
luftrious body, but the con-
trivance of two or three
particulars.
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