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s4s LETTERS TO AND

LaEE-F B-R -G,
Bath, Nov. 12, 1741.

¥ Am always naturally fparing of my letters

to.my Friends; for a reafon I think a great
one; that it is needlefs after experience, tore-
peat affurances of Friendfhip ; and no lefs irk-
fome to be fearching for words, to exprefs it
over and over. But I have more calls than one
for this letter. Firft, to exprefs a {atisfaction
at your refolution not to keep up the ball of
difpute with Dr. M. tho’, I am fatisfied, you
could have done it; and to tell you that Mr,
L. is pleafed at it too, who writes me word
upon this occafion, that he muft infinitely
efteem a Divine, and an Author who loves Peace
better than Victory. Secondly, I am to recom-
mend to you as an author, a bookfeller in the
room of the heneft one you have loft, Mr. G.
and I know none who is fo worthy, ‘and has
fo good a title in that charader to fucceed him
as Mr. Knapton. But, my third motive of now
troubling you is my own proper intereft apd
pleafure. I am here in more leifure than I
can poflibly enjoy even in my own houfe,
vacare ltferss. It is at this place, that your ex-
hortations may be moft effectual, to make me
refume the ftudies I have almoft laid afide, by

perpetual
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perpetual avocations and diffipations. If it were
practicable for you to pafs a month or fix weeks
from home, it is here T could with to be with
you : And if you would attend to the continu-
ation of your own noble work, “or unbend to
the idle amufement of commenting upon 2
poct, who has no other merit, than that of
aiming by his moral ftrokes to merit fome re-
eard from fuch men as advance Truth and Vir-
tue in a more effeGtual way; in either cafe;
this place and this houfe would be an inviola-
ble afylum to you, from all you would defire
to avoid, in fo public a fcene as Bath. The
worthy man, who is the mafter of it, invites

>

you in the ftrongeft terms; and 1s one who
would treat you with love and veneration, ra-
ther than what the world calls civility and re-
gard. He is fincerer and plainer than almoft
any man now in this world, antiquis moribus.
If the waters of the Bath may be férviceable
to your complaints (as I believe from what you
have told me of them) no opportunity can ever
be better, It is juft the beft feafon. We are
told the Bifhop of Salifbary 1s expected here
daily, who, I know, is your friend : at leaft,
though a bifhop, is too much a man of learn-
ing to be your enemy. You fee I omit nothing
to add to the weight in the balance, in which,

howeéver,
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however, I will not think myfelf light, fince
I have known your partiality.  You will want
no fervant here. Your room will be next to
mine, and one man will ferve us. Here is a
Library and 2 Gallery ninety feet long to walk
in, and a coach whenever you would take the
air with me. Mr. ALLEN tells me, you
might on horfeback be here in three days ;
it is lefs than 100 miles from Newarke,  the
road through Leicefter, Stow in the Wolde in
Gloucefterfhire, and Cirencefter by Lord Ba-
thurft’s. I could engage to carry you to Lon-
don from hence, and I would accommodate
my time and journey to your conveniency.

Is all this a dream ? or can you make it a
reality ? can you give ear to me?

Audifiin’ 2 an me ludit amabilis
Infania 2

Dear Sir, adieu; and give me a line to Mr.
Allen’s at Bath. God preferve you ever.

Enb et it CX.

Nov. 22, 1741.
YOurs is very full and very kind, it is a
a friendly and fatisfaory anfwer, and all

I can defire. Do but inftantly fulfil it,—Only
I hope
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