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348 LETTERS TO AND

any in contributing to make me a fcribler
again *, I know not,

LETTER CXIL

Aptil 23, 1742.

Y letters are fo fhort, partly becaufe I

could by no length of writings (not even
by fuch as lawyers write) convey to you more
than you have already of my heart and efteem ;
and partly becaufe I want time and eyes, I
can’t fufficiently tell you both my pleafure and
my gratefulnefs, in and for your two laft let-
ters, which fhew your zeal fo ftrong for that
piece of my idlenefs, which was literally writ-
ten only to keep me from fleeping in a dull
winter, and perhaps to make others {leep un-
lefs awaken’d by my Commentator ; no uncom-
mon cafe among the learned. I am every day
in expeftation of Lord Bolingbroke’s arrival :
with whom I fhall feize all the hours I can ;
for his ftay (I fear by what he writes) will be
very thort. I do not think it impoflible but
he may go to Bath for a few weeks, to fee (if he

* He had concerted the | now written a great part of
plan of the fourth book of | it; which he was willing the
the Dunciad with the Editor | Editor fhould fee,
the fummer before ; and had

be
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be then alive, as yet he is) his old fervant
In that cafe I think to go with him, and if
it {hould be at a feafon when the waters are
beneficial (which agree particularly with him
too) would it be an impofiibility to meet you
at Mr. Allen’s ? whofe houfe, you know, and
heart are yours. Tho’ this is a mere chance, I
fhould not be forry you faw fo great a genius,
tho’ he and you were never to meet again.—
Adieu. The world is not what I with it ; but
I will not repent being in it while two or three
live.

I am, &c.

LETTER CXIL

Bath, Nov. 24, 1742.

H 1S will thew you I am fiill with our
tiend, but it is the laft day ; and I would
rather you heard of me pleafed, as 1 yet am,
than chagrin’d as I fhall be in a few hours. We
are both pretty well. I wifh you had been
more explicite if your leg be quite well.  You
fay no more than that you got home well. b
expet a more particular account of you when
you have repofed yourfelf a while at your own

fire-fide. 1 fhall inquire as foon as I am in
I London,
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