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FROM Dr.SWIFT, ete. 349

be then alive, as yet he is) his old fervant
In that cafe I think to go with him, and if
it {hould be at a feafon when the waters are
beneficial (which agree particularly with him
too) would it be an impofiibility to meet you
at Mr. Allen’s ? whofe houfe, you know, and
heart are yours. Tho’ this is a mere chance, I
fhould not be forry you faw fo great a genius,
tho’ he and you were never to meet again.—
Adieu. The world is not what I with it ; but
I will not repent being in it while two or three
live.

I am, &c.

LETTER CXIL

Bath, Nov. 24, 1742.

H 1S will thew you I am fiill with our
tiend, but it is the laft day ; and I would
rather you heard of me pleafed, as 1 yet am,
than chagrin’d as I fhall be in a few hours. We
are both pretty well. I wifh you had been
more explicite if your leg be quite well.  You
fay no more than that you got home well. b
expet a more particular account of you when
you have repofed yourfelf a while at your own

fire-fide. 1 fhall inquire as foon as I am in
I London,
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London, which of my friends have feen you ¥
There are two or three who knew how to va-
lue you : I'wifh I was as fure they would ftu-
dy to ferve you.—A project has arifen in my
head to make you, in fome meafure, the Edi-
tor of this new edition of the Dunciad *, if you-
have no {cruple of owning fome of the graver
notes, which ate now added ® to thofe of Dr.
Arbuthnot. I mean it as a kind of prelude, or
advertifement to the public, of your Commen-
taries on the Effays on Man, and on Criticifm,
which I propofe to print next in another vo-
lume proportioned to this. T only doubt whe-
ther an avowal of thefe notes to fo ludicrous
2 poem be fuitable to a chara&er fo eftablith-
ed as yours for more ferious {tudies. It was a
fudden thought fince we parted ; and I would
have you treat it as no more; and tell me if
it 1s not better to be fupprefs’d; freely and
friendlily. I have a particular reafon to make
you intereft yourfelf in me and my writings. It
will caufe both them and me to make the bet-
ter figure to pofterity. A very mediocre poet,
one Drayton, is yet taken {fome notice of, be-
canfe SELDEN writ a2 few notes on one of his

poems.—
a That is, of the four | books, and diftinguifhed in

books complete. this edition of his works.

» ‘Added in the three firf
Adieu,
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Adieu. May every domeftic happinefs make
you unwilling to remove from home ; and may
every friend, you do that kindnefs for, treat
you fo as to make you forget you are not at
home.

I am, &c.

EEECTOL ECR: CXITIE

Dec. 28, 1742.

Have always fo many things to take kindly

of you, that I don’t know which to begin
to thank you for. I was willing to conclude
our whole account of the Dunciad, at leaft,
and therefore ftaid till it was finithed. The
encouragement you gave me to add the fourth
book firft determined me to do fo; and the
approbation you feem’d to' give it was what
fingly determined me to print it. . Since that,
your Notes and your Difcourfe in the name of
Ariftarchus have given its lait finithings and
ornaments,—I am glad you will refrefh the me-
mory of fuch readers as have no other faculty
to be readers, efpecially of fuch works as the
Divine Legation. But I hope you will not take
too much notice of another and duller fort ;
thofe who become writers thro’ malice, and
muft die whenever you pleafe-to fhine out in

the
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