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FROMDrR.SWIFT, etc. 359 .

LETTER CXVil.
Okt oe
Heartily thank you for yours, from which
I learn’d your fafe arrival. And that you
you found all yours in health, was a kind ad-
dition to the account ; as I truly am interefted
in whatever is, and deferves to be dear to you,
and to make a part of your happinefs. I have
many reafons and experiences €0 convingce me,
how much you with health to me, aswell as
long life to my writings. Could you make as
much a better man of me as you can make a
better author, I were fecure of Immortality both
here and hereafter by your means. The Dun-
ciad I have ordered to be advertifed i quarto.
Pray order as many of them as you will ; and
know that whatever is mine is yours,

LETTER CXIX.
an, 12, 1743
N unwillingnefs to write nothing to you,
whom I refpeé ; and worfe than nothing
(which would afflict you) to one who wifhes
me {o well, has hitherto kept me filent., Of the
Public I can tell you nothing worthy the re-

fection of a reafonable man ; and of myfelf on-
A a4 ly




360 LETTERS TO AND

ly an account that wonld give you pain ; for my
afthma has increafed every week fince you laft
heard from me, to the degree of confining me
totally to the fire-fide ; {o that I have hardiy
feen any of my friends but two, who happen
to be divided from the world as much as my-
felf, and are conftantly retired at Batterfea.
‘There I have paft moft of my time, and often
wifh’d you of the company, as the beft I know
to make me not regret the lofs of all others,
and to prepare me for a nobler {cene than any
mortal greatnefs can open to us. I fear by the
account you gave me of the time you defign to
come this way, one of them (whom I much
wifh you had a glympfe of) will be gone again,
unlefs you pafs fome weeks in London before
Mr. Allen arrives there in March. My pre-
fent indifpofition takes up almoft all my hours,
to render a very few of them fupportable : yet I
goon foftly to prepare the great edition of my
Things with your Notes, and as faft as I re-

ceive any from you, I add others in order.—
I am told the Laureat is going to publith a
very abufive pamphlet. That is all I can defire;
it is enough, if it be abufive and if it be his.
He threatens you; but, I think, you will not
fear or love him {o much as to anfwer him,
though you have anfwered one or two as dull.
He will be more to me than a dofe of hartf-
horn ;
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FROM Dr.SWIFT, etc. 36t

horn: and as a ftink revives one who has been
oppreffed with perfumes, his railing will cure
me of a courfe of flatteries.

I am much more concerned to hear that
fome of your Clergy are offended at a verfe or
two of mine®, becaufe I have a refpect for
your Clergy, (though the verfes are harder up-
on ours.) But if they do not blame you for de-

J o

fending thofe verfes, 1 will wrap myfelf up in
the layman’s cloak, and f{leep under your
thield.

1 am forry to find by a letter two pofts fince
from Mr. Allen, that he is not quite recovered
yet of all remains of his indifpofition, nor Mrs.
Allen quite well, Don’t be difcouraged from
telling me how yon are: for no man 1s more

yours than, &c.

LETTER. CXX.

EF I was not athamed to be {o behind hand
with you, that T can never pretend to fetch
it up (any more than 1 could in my prefent
ftate, to overtake you in a race) T would par-
ticularize which of your letters I {hould have
anfwered firft, It muft {uffice to fay I have re-
ceived them all ; and whatever very little re-
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a Ver. 355 to 358, fecond book of the Dunciad.
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