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i HE edition now offered to the public of the works of

I the! late  earl of Orford ineludes not only the manu-

fcripts ‘bequeathed by his  lordfhip. for. publication, but
1

much new matter communicated by himfelf during his life-
time to the editor. It has been {hll further enriched by
the contributions of his executors and others of his friends,
!

who, admiring his epiflolary talents, had preferved every
line of his writing; and who theught that, by enlarging the
collection of his letters, they were adding to a valuable and
entertaining prefent to the public.

s s i : R i 4 Cieassts Tl
Lord Orford fo early as the year 1368 had formed the
mtention of printing, and foon after aclually began, a
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quarto edition of his works, to which he purpofed to add

feveral pieces, both 1n profe and verfe, which he had either
not before publifhed or necver acknowledged as his own.
A firft and part of a {fecond volume pl';m'cd under his own
eye at Strawberry-hill were already 1n a ftate of great for-

——

wardnefs, But his frequent ]llﬂllpol tions, and the unimport-

light in which, nf.mx..lu-._.n,n.ng' the very flattering recep-

tion they had met with from the world, he alw ays perfifted

el
all

=,

in conlidering his own works, feem to have combined

dcttlnng him from carryl 12 this dL!m 1 into L’kLLthlUlI.

The completion of this work he entrufted to the editor,
to whom he alfo bequeathed all the notes, additions, and
alterations which he had himfelf colletted and arranged.
Lord Orford may therefore ftill be confidered as his own
editor: every thing that he had feleéted is faithfully given
to the public ; .md his arrangement, as far as it had gone, is
n every refpett {iriftly adhered  to. Fidelity to the au-
thor’s intentions and wifhes 15 indeed the prit ncipal merit
of an editor; and as no further appeal can now be made to the
judgement and tafte of the author, the friend to whom he
has entrufted the care of his pofthumous works has thought
proper implicitly to follow the track which he found al-
ready prefcribed for him.

In the Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors confider-
able additions are made under the refpeftive divifions of the
original work ; notices of feveral pieces omitted in the for-

mer
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mer editions are hnerc 1.“:iutta{1, and a pollfulpt and an ap-
- i I
pendix are {ubjoined.
'L a D R Yorikis & = x L
Ihe Hiltoric Doubts upon the life and reign of king
Richard III. are followed by a large fupplement, by two

eplies to attacks made on the original work, and by a poft-

et
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cript occafioned by the late revolution in France.

The whole contents of l]t fecond volume f:l.‘.}[i'an'n[ to
the AEdes Walbolias
ter Addrefs on the late lemfl al of a General Officer ex-

| > Effay on Gardening and the Coun-

cepted) are new to :h-c. pa:hlu:.

The dramatic ]uic:'ﬁ though rcpr{rﬂ*rucd with confiderable
applaufe at the Little Theatre m the Haymarket in June

was never acknowledged by lord Orford, or with

1728
I Oy

certainty known to be his.

The deteftion of a forged account of his father, publifhed
in Holland under the title of Teflament pobtique duw che-
valier Robert Walpoole, completely expofes its fallechood ; but
as the original work was never tranilated into Engli _r‘:?, nor
ever emerged from the obfeurity which it deferved, lord Or-
ford thought it unneceffary to publifh his vindication at
the time, but left it behind him as a laft proof of filial
anxiety for the charatter and fame of a father.

The advertifement which he had himfelf defigned for
the quarto edition of his works, marks with what fatisfaction

a2 he
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he refle@ted on being able to refer to all the letters which
had paffed between him and various minifters on the fub-
jet of the places which he had held under government,
and of the whole of his intercourfe with fucceflive admi-
niftrations. A laudable anxiety that his motives might not
be mifreprefented, nor his opinions relative to thole places
confounded with a venal oppofition to public economy,
fuggefled the faithful and accurate account of himfelf and his
conduét, which he has prefixed to the Letters to and from

Minifters.

The Catalogue and Defcription of Strawberry-hill has
been hitherto in the hands of thofe only to whom lord
Orford bequeathed the few copies which he had himfelf
printed there. The principal reafon which he gives in his
preface to this Catalogue for having compofed it, that of
its ferving hereafter as a well-attefied genealogy of the ob-
jefts of virtd contained in the collettion, is a {till ftronger
argument for its more gencral difperfion.—But, i truth, in
delcribing Strawberry-hill lord Orford mult be confidered
with indulgence as a fond and partial parent dwelling with
delight on the merits of a favourite child—of a creation of
his own—of a place which has acquired a fort of claflic
celebrity, perhaps fill more.from its author and its prefs

than from any part of the collection it contains—Dbut which,
after all the ].l)l'n:‘pol'[b'.]‘!l::-ils of fafhion and prejudice are
pafled away, will be jullly dear to the Englifh antiquary,
the artift, and the man of tafle, and remembered with

piv;‘.!hl'c
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ject) how perfedtly guiltlefs he was of haflening a cataltro-
phe, which none of the greatefl dupes to Chatterton’s for-
geries, nor of the greateft admirers of Chatterton’s real
genius, could more regret, or, perhaps, would have done lo

much to prevent as himfelf.

We {ee by lord Orford’s laft declaration upon the occa-
fion of one of his letters to Chatterton .':ppcm'i:';;; in a
pci'iuﬁiirtd work’, how earneftly dehirous he was that thofe
perfons w ho were 1n ]‘.-n["fuﬂiun of any other letters of his to
Chatterton fhould publifh them during his life, and how
forcibly he deprecates the idea of being confidered as the
quthor of counterfeited letters which might be brought for-
ward and imputed to him when he fhould no longer be

alive to difprove them.

Nor can we wonder that he felt anxious upon the fubject,
or that the unwarrantable manner in which his name and
conduét had been involved in the hiftory of the unfortunate

Chatterton had given him real concern.—1hat a man en-

dowed with judgement to difcriminate, tafle to relith, a
heart to feel for and a fortune to encourage genius, fhould
be accufed, not only of reprefling its early cfforts by his
chilling reception, but of having treated its further applica-
tions with the arrogant negleét of a little mind in a f{uperior

(lation, and the jealous coldnefs of a little genius towards

* The Enropean Magazine for February 15752.
{uperior
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les—accufed of having been thus inltrumental

in hurrying it to the laft aft of defpair, at an age brightened
to others by the dawn of a thoufand hopes To a warm

heart, to lively feelings—in fhort, to lord Orford, could

1 ]

iere be a more painful, a more cruel accufation ?

i i S C _— l' 3 -~ - l og {
Its complete refutation is now before the public. In fadt,
lord Orford never faw, never had any intercourle, except
i ; .

by two or three fhort unimportant letters, with the perfon

= 1 - By 1 I 1 e Pty ) (A o

who addreffed him, and confequently was totally 1onora
- | . y 1g

circamitances that dif-

tinouifhed poor. Chatterton from any other young man tired

of all the favourable or interefting

of his bufinefs, and defirous of more liberty and more

3 - 4 :
money ;—and to Mr. Walpole’s practifed and penctrating

eye on the fubjett of I slith antigquities this young man

= 7

had unfortunately placed himfelf in no other light than that

of a daring but 1lntxiacxic;1{1c£l impoltor?,

Happy had it been for himfelf and the world, if he had

|
i

addrefled himfelf to lord Orford’s heart, inftead of endeca-

very  *¢ poife of

-demanded as  “ ton in embryo.

¢ not béing his own property, but to be
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vouring to impofe upon his underftanding; and had been

aware that, by producing himfelf as he really was, by dil-
= - . 3 % 1 Y

covering his own native charaéter, he would have exhibited

' : : ' . S

a more wonderful, a more interefting rarity than any of his

ded difcoveries of the works of others.

The Narrative relating to Hume and Rouffeau, and the
BT n

letters which mmmediately follow i, will chiefly 1nterell

thofe who were perfonally acquainted with etther of the

charaéters in queftion, and who muft have regretted that
Hume’s affeiionate well-meaning heart, and coel unro=
mantic head, fhould ever have come in contaét with the
eccentricities of a Being formed to captivate and intereft

mankind, but not to live with them.

The Reminifcences were written for and given to the two
perfons to whom they are addrefled; but they cannot' fup-
pofe that their friend intended fo interefting and original a
felettion of anecdotes to be always confined to themielves
alone; and it is prefumed that the curiofity of the public
to fee fuch a work in the exaét words and form given to it
by its witty and well-informed author, will excule the ap-
parent vanity which has retained thofe paffages that parti-
cularly indicate how and for whom it was compoled.

To the Hieroglyphic Tales, as lord Orford always in-
tended them for publication. after his death, he has himfelf
left a preface, not lefs lively, ornginal and whimfically fati-

Tic
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ric than the Tales themfelves, and alfo a poftfeript, which
to the graver order of readers (if they fhould appear to re-

quire it) will furely beft plead.their apology.

The Mifcellaneous Pieces, both in profe and verfe, are
almolt entirely of lord Orford’s own fele¢tion. It is how-
ever impoflible that the public can confider the latterin a
more trifling light than their author avows econfidering
them himfelf, .

The Correfpondence with Mr. Weflt confifts of the un-
ftudied letters of very young men ; but thefe letters indicate
{uch ingenuous minds, devoted to fuch elegant purfuits, and
exhibit fuch a love of letters and of poetry as it is to-be wifh-
ed were more frequently affociated with that age at which
the cultivation or negleét of the growing powers of the
mind, and of the impreflions received in early education,
generally {tamp

———— * All the colour of {ucceeding life.”

Mr. Well has been already introduced to the notice and
acquaintance of the public by his letters publilhed in Gray’s

Correfpondence, by his ele

T 8
=

ant Latin verles, and by his ten-
der and affecting poetical epiftle to his friends at Cambridge.
Few perlons fo early loft have given fuch promife of dif-
tinguifhed worth, difplayed fuch marks of fuperior genius, or
left behind them fuch interefting remembrances. The early

Vor. I. b intimacy
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intimacy formed between Walpole, W eft, Gray and Aflieton
at Eton, and called by Wa I’)ULL their Grrwh.rr‘m Alhance, we
fee remembered with 1 fond and mtlm{mﬂic plealure by poor
Weft during the fhort remainder of his fickly, fuffering life.
The COIIL[I'.IONLIFIILL here given commences from their firfl
feparation on leaving 1(11001 and removing to different uni-

verfities.

Mr., Walpole's fubfequent letters to Mr. Well, from
abroad, are marked by that fingular livelinefs of thought and
expreflion, which through life diflinguifhed both his writ=

ines and his converfation.

In this (onclpmmu]m there may ptn 1:1\ be found fom:
circumftances which are repc ated afterwards in other letters of
the fame period ; but as the 13.21;1"‘-'*** 15 always \';11‘1{:;'- and

the obfervations are often ne it has been tno"'th t not

to withhold anv of them m --I:.' on that account.

The letters to field-marfhal Conway contain the unin-
terrupted intercourfe of two friends for the fingularly long
period of fifty-five years; from the vear 1740, when t].L, TWO
coulins, who had gone abrc yad l"‘El]L“. with' Mr. Gray,
p;n‘tcd at Geneva, to the death of marfhal Conway in the

fummer of 1795.

Thefe letters are the carelefs effulions of unbounded con-

fidence on all fubjefts, between two perfons, both emi-

nent
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nt for their abilities, during the unbroken duration of
friendfhip which almoft began, and only ended with their
lives. Such letters were certainly never originally intended
for publication; but as from that very realon they become

doubly interefting, affording indubitable proofs, not:only of

the livelielt wit and the ]lH:‘f,li:.

expreflion, but of the mofl

cdilinteretted attachment, the ':r_1..‘.',=_L;,!f} inteority and the moli

anxious affection, to {upprefs them would be to fupprefs one
of the belt eulogies on both their L‘:_l;?l'il'.f"_-.:t'-? and would de-

world at once ol a brignt example, and oI a con-

ance of real, rare, uninterrupted friendthip.

Indeed, fo arbitrary is the diflribution even of pofthumous

fame, that it may, perhaps, be chiefly from thefe letters, and

)
vat the charaéter of marfhal Con-

yofterity. The pure, tried, un-

other works of his friend, 1

1 1 N 1 =
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iaken inteority of his foul, his cool determined valour, the
mild domeftic virtues of his heart, his unwearied fearch

after knowledge, his admirable taflte and various accom-

nents, were accompanied by fuch modeft, fuch philo-

fophic diffidence of his own opinion and acquirements, and

lted by fuch noble and extraordinary fimplicity of
charafter, as rendered him inattentive to the acquilition ol
popular applaufe, while fatisfied with the coniciouinefs of

; P o :
'.l{_‘.il,_‘l”\'l_!]:;:' 1L,

To his public conduét on many great occafions the poli-
tical and military hiftory of his country will bear honour-

ba able
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able teftimony. His opinions and condutt with refpeét to
America have already received that fané&tion of applaule

from all parties, which the foundeft policy, as well as the
moft perfeé probity, often obtain only from diftant pofterity.
The part he took on the memorable repeal of the ftamp act,
when confidered as the efficient minifter in the houfe of
commons, is happily not intrufted to the indifcriminate
relation of fome future half-informed hiftorian, but is LI~
cumftantially recorded in the glowing, fublime and immor=
tal eloquence of a contemporaty ; and the editor, conlcious
of his inability to do juftice te the excellence fo ftrongly 1m-
preffed on his mind, tures with delight to borrow words
equally worthy of their fubjett and of their author .

« 1 remember, fir, with a melancholy pleafure the fitua-
tion of the honourable gentleman who made the motion for
the repeal ; in that crifis, when the whole trading intereft of
this empire crammed into your lobbies, with a trembling and
anxious expeclation, waited almoft to a winter’s return of

light, their fate from your refolutions.

* When at length you had determined in their favour,
and your doors thrown ‘open (hewed them the figure of their
deliverer in the well-¢arned triumph of his important vic-
tory, from the whole of that grave multitude there arofe an

involuntary burft of gratitude and tranfport. They jumpe

' See Mr. Burke's fpeech on American taxation; roth April, 1774

!Il'JO]1
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upon him like children on a long-abfent father. They clung

about him as captives about their redeemer.

“ All England, all America joined in his applaufe.—Nor
did he feem infenfible to the beft of all earthly rewards, the
love and admiration of his fellow-citizens—Hope elevated and
joy brightened his erefl,—1 ftood near him ; and his face, to ule
the expreflion of the fcripture of the firft martyr, ¢ his face
was as if it had been the face of an angel.’—I do not know
what others feel: but if I had ftood in that fituation, I never
would have exchanged it for all that kings in their profufion

could beftow.”

The reputation of marfhal Conway as a public man may
be fafely refted upon fuch evidence ; but it is only thofe who,
like the editor, have had the opportunity of penetrating into
the moft fecret motives of his public conduét, and the n-
mofl recelles of his private life, that can do real jultice to the
unfullied purity of his charatter—who like the editor faw
and knew him in the evening of his days, retired from the
honourable activity of a foldier and a ftatefman to the calm
enjoyments of private life, happy in the refources of his own
mind, and in the cultivation of ufeful fcience in the bofom of
domeftic peace—unenriched by penfions or places, undi-
ftinguifhed by titles or ribbons, unfophifticated by publie life

and unwearied by retirement.

he letters to Mr. Gray are interfperfed with feveral of
their
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{heir anfwers, and followed by fifteen original letters from Mr.
Gray, which, though forming no part of a 1'L‘“'L11£:1' correfpond-
ence, will be recel ived with pleafure by all thofe who are ca

pable of J.]'J'}ILL]HH]' the merits of that exqm ifite writer— by
ail thofe who, while they admire the refin ed talle and accu-
rate judgement which forbade his rifking from his pen that
which would have charmed every one but himfelf, mult la=
ment his hdving left {o fmall a fample of the pt?['il‘t'.ion he
had attained in every department which he L"llii\';llmi. For
perhaps his odes are not more perfect models of true, pure,
unalloyed poctry of the higher order, than his letters are of
a corretly-elegant cp"m.an‘ ftyle, enlivene: d by ealy unex-
pc‘.ctLd wit. The friends of genius will {ee too with plumucﬂ
from the date of thele L-Hna, how fhort the duration was of
that coolnefs between him and Mr. Walpole, which feparated
them when abroad, but which arifing only from ctt{l';a[ cir-
cumitances and different habits of life, and not from any
ferious quarrel or ill-ufage, vanithed on the firlt overtures of
reconciliation, and never for a moment prev ented them from

doing mutnal and au:jm: ju ftice to each other’s merits.

The different feries of letters are {o arranged in chronolo-
oical order as to form a fort of hiftory of the charaéter, pur-
fuits and fentiments of the author, from his almoft boyilh
days at college to a l\c:“mfl within fix months of his :{L":‘.th.
—This, it is conceived, was the beft and molt fatisfaltory ar-
rangement of letters, many of which might be thought U'iilil:q,
if they were not confidered as links of a chain intended Eo

make
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thor's amulements, occupations, and correlpond-

("
+
Ly

ents {o intimately known to the reader, as to allow him,
in fome degree, to adopt them for his own; and will, it is

ned, eive them an intereflt far beyond that infpired by

Iy 51
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the mere matter of faét which it is their purpole to record,

Anvy further comment upon the remaming contents of the
fifth volume is deemed unnecellary.—Letters of eminent per-

LiK
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fons not written for }1|:|1|iL'.';lli:‘.i have always been !-.n._:_-Jl:1 fol

CONnceive

with eagernefs by the intelligent public, who jul

that by their means the moft intimate and moll fat

ctory
wcauaintance both with the author and his contemporaries 15

el Ly iielld

ured. To no letters can this apply lo perfectly as

lord Orford. None can more truly be con-
ns of an informed and benevolent mind,
imagination, and a friendly heart. As

LLE
-

fuch, and as appearing to do honour both to himfelf and his

i 1 o U= e, e the ninhlic
correiponadents, they are {ubmitted to the ].ul:;lm
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tained in the m, the editor hdas Deen
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The reader, it is hoped, will pardon from the heart of a
father overflowing with affeftion for a child, who from her
infancy to the prefent moment has rendered his retired life a
fcene of domeftic comfort, this public acknowledgment of the

afliftance he has received from her on the prefent occalion,

ADVER-
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