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EPISTLE rrom FLORENCE.

To ®* THOMAS ASTITON B

TUTOR 70 Tz EARL é6:"PFLTMO U T H.

[ Whitten in the Year 1740.]

\‘}'IIE N flourith’d with their ftate th® ATHENIAN name,

And learning and politenefs were the fame,

tle arts refin’d

s of th' unpractis'd mind :
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She call’d the latent beams of nature forth,
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Guided their ardor and infur'd their wor
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She pois’d th' impetuous. warrior’s ve
Mark’d true ambi :
Pointed what luftre on that lanrel blows,
Which virtue only on her fons beftows.

Hence clement Cimon, of unfpotted fame,
Hence ARisTIDEs' ever-fav'rite name;
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And euard their native tow'rs from fo
Qr in firm bands of focial peace to b
Their country’s
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6 FUGITIVE PIECES.

ohs,

His little farm by * Groreie ru he plou

And prunes by metre the luxuriant bot

Still from Aratus® fphere or Maro’s fig

The future calm or tempeft he divines:
And fears if the progne
4 Expatiating alone along the dr

a2

1

ftic raven’s found

What fcanty precepts! ftudies how confin'd !
Too mean to fill your compre

Unfatisfy'd with knowing wl
g

ienfive mind :

or where

g to FEAR ;

On what green medal VirTve ftands L".\:l.‘['L.‘:-C-'J,
How Coxcorp's pittur'd, Liserty how drefs'd;
Or with wife ken judicioufly define,

When Pius marks the honorary coin

Of CaracarrLa, or of ANTONINE.

Some Roman bicot rais’d a

by

Thirfting for knowledge, but to.know the ri
Thro' judgment’s optic guide th' illufive figl
‘To let in rays on Reafon's darkling cell

- o 1

And lagging mifts of prejudice difpel;

For this you turn the Greek and Roman page,
Weigh the contemplative and aétive [

And cull fome ufeful flow'r from each hiftoric age.

ey

Thence teach the youth the nec

from the critic’s part ;

)

To know the judge
Show how ignoble is the paflion, FEAR,

And place fome patriot Roman’s model npear;
Their bright examples to his foul inftil,

Who knew no fear, but that of doir
Tell him, 'tis all a cant, a trifle
To know the folds that from the Tosa fall,

ill.

* This was literdlly the cale of Dr. Welton, of bithop Welton, gives this inftance of the cha
bithop of Exeter, who, when fchool-mafter of raCter of a pedant; © He gives directions for huf-
Eton, loft a confiderable fum by the experiment. handry from Virgil's Georgics, for cattle from
It is very remarkable, that Sir Thomas Ower- his Bucolies, Beo
bury, who wrote fo many years before the time + Et fola in ficci fecum fpatiatur arend. Ving:

4 The




WHGITIVEYPILECES, 7

fenate, fawning, bafe,
Can ftamp with honeft fame a worthlef:

Tho' th el him
The Lyran tell that coir

imprint with ftros deepeft dye

coddefs Linerty !
im'd to plead,
I
to bleed.
refounds

fair Freedom's honeft bounds:

Carr: bedrog

'd ‘.'..]121 "_J:-(I]_l_{‘
fons uphold ;
r'd queen,

iron-feept

T T D T PR Pl
0 €r the proiirate icenc;

fhun her baleful path,

an touch -1s death !
I'hro inds -and | Ie ry drives her way,
ind mu half reft her prey.

|i
ine {oldier’s breaft ;

Spartan matron, as fhe dre

it cuirafs her wvon

warrior's tender-finew’d thigh,
fhame and love of liberty.
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a caufe fo good,

wiathftoc

peflels’d,

breaft:

CEED

And fr
Ihithone

any age has known

Have iflued from temple or the throne.

Extent of ill from kings at firft begins,

But priefts mult aid and confecrate their fins.
The tortur’ e -ard complain,
When i cht of chain,
Or more rebellious might perhaps repiug,
When tax'd to dow’r a titled ‘conenbine,

But the prieft chriftens all a Ii';':'ln divine.

S |

When ar the altar a new monarch kneels,
What conjur’d awe upon the people fteals!
The chofen mE adores the precious. oil,
Meekly receives the {olemn charm, and while
The pri-:;ff fome bleffed ne i'.l}\__:i mutters o'er,
Sucks in the facred g;'cu.i% at every pore:

He feems at once to thed his mortal {kin,
And feels divinity transfus'd within.

* Xerxes.

The
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And worfhi

to yonder

Yy uiurps, the
d floth confumes the pe:

drones mon

eflion takes

And priefteraft knows to play
Behold how each ufiaftic
Of duétile piety be I
Obferve with how m
They hallow foppery




10 FUGITIVE PIECES.

Or when fome pontiff with imperious hand
Sends forth his edift to excife the land,
The tortur'd hind unwillingly obeys,
And mutters curfes as his mite he pays!
The fubtle prieft th’ invidious name forbears,
Afks it for holy ufe or venal pray'rs;
Exhibits all their trumpery to fale,
A bone, a2 mouldy morfel, or a nail:
Th® idolatrons devout adore the fhow,
And in full ftreams the molten off 'rings flow.

No pagan objefl, nothing too profane
To aid the Romifth zeal for chriftian giin.
Each temple with new weight of idols nods,
And borrow’d altars fmoke to other gods.
Promeruevus' wvulture MATTHEW's eagle proves,
And heav’nly cherubs {prout from heathen loves;
Young GANYMEDE a winged angel {ftands
By holy Luke, and dictates God's commands :
Arorro ®, tho' degraded, fiill can blefs,
Rewarded with a fainthood, and an S.
Each convert godhead is apoftoliz'd,
And Jove himfelf by + PETER's name baptiz’d;
AstarTe fhines in Jewith Mary's fame,
Still queen of heav'n, another and the fame.

While the proud prieft the facred tyrant reigns
Of empty cities and difpeopled plains,
Where fetter’d nature is forbid to rove
In the free commerce of produtive love,
Behold imprifon’d with her barren kind,
In gloomy cells the wvotive maid confin'd;
Faint ftreams of bloed, by long ftagnation weak,
Scarce tinge the fading damafk of her check;

St. Apollos.

+ At faint Peter’s an old ftatue of Jupiter is turned into one of (int Peter.

In
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In vain the pines, the holy faith withftands
What nature diftates and -what God commands.
But if fome fanguine he, fome lufty prieft

Of jollier morals tafte the tempting feaft,
From the ftrong grafp if fome poor babe arife,

Unwelcome, unindear'd, it inftant dies,

Or po

I

ifons blafting foon the hafty joy,
Th' imperfe@ feeds of @

fant life deftroy.

Fair modefty, thou virgin tender-ey'd,
From thee the mufe the groffer afls muft hide,
Nor the dark cloifter’s myftic rites difplay,
Whence num'rous brawny monkhoods wafte away
And unprolific, tho' forfworn, decay.

=)

JRITANNIA fi‘ni]i:lg views her golden plains
From mitred bondage free and papal chains.
Her jocund fons pafs each unburthen'd day
Securely quiet, innocently gay :
Lords of themfelves the happy ruftics fing,
Each of his little tenement the king.
Twice did ufurping Rome extend her hand,
To re-inflave the new-deliver’d land :
Twice were her fable bands to battle warm’d,
With pardons, bulls, and texts, and murthers arm’d :
* With Peter’s fword and Micuagr's lance were
And whate'er ftores fupply’d the church’s armament.
Twice did the gallant Albion
“he jefuit legions to the gates of hell
Or whate'er angel, friend to Britain, took
Or Wirpiam’s or Eriza’s guardian look.

Arife, young peer! fhine forth in fuch a

Who draws the fword for freedom, juitly draws.

s Haftamque Minervae,  Quicquid habent telorum armamentaria Celi.

Jr_r\.-_

C a2 Refleét

* Addit & Herculeos Arc
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Refleft how de ;
For that, how oft your anceftors

ly was that' fre
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ng leries of our prmces Gowil,

from edach too potent crown.

Thro® the lo

How wrench's

Oh! proftitution of

. . - 1 }
To a vile Romifh pt elegate !
the | to . obey,
A foray’s

fame thall fhine,

of a right divine,

Hero
Aw'd by no v
That bond by
Which ours 1

To ftraiter

That E'-'l';'.'- prerog

politicians wiro
I

]\'.:jul, and rabbi

- L]
un'd ‘the royal wi

ive of doine il
&

To late t;x;:l]\]'#]tf and exXperie
See T HExny in his father's footfteps “tread.
Too youn
His early follies haunt his‘latet hour.

ot TOVern, immature to DOW I,
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No violated fenate’s. wrongs re

His hoary finks fecble wii
Of an ing | edi

The wanton fain on giddy plumes would foar
= 4 | §
To Gallic Loire and Jordan's humbled fhore;
i -
Again would teach the Saracen and Gaul
At § Epwanp’s and at §HENRY'S name to fall;

Romantic heéroes! prodigal of bloo
ers ftain"d flood !
*The pope’s 1 o 1t Edward L. and IIL
- enry 111 § Henry V.

5 Tools
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but to feaft

pamper'd prieft,

icred ink nor fpill

Tools to 2 cl
With ‘.]'Di].f- 0
Be domb, f
On {pecious
Nor be l!‘._\‘
Of either vi€tor c

with rofes dight
red or white:

Foil'd the affaffin * king, in union blow
The blended flowers on feventh Hewry’s brow.
Peace ’li in on the forfaken ftrand,
And banifh’d plenty re-affumes the land.
No nodding creft the crouching infant frights,
No clarion rudely breaks the bride’s delights;
Repofing fabres feek their ‘ancient place
To briftle round a gaping -+ Gorgon's face.
The weary’d arms grotéfquely deck the wall,
fret the royal T hall.
But peace in vain on the blood-fatten’d plains

And tatter'd tropl

190 L0y & B

From a redundant horn her treafure rains!

She deals her gil'l&'; but in a ‘ufelefs IH'}LIJ',

To glut the iron hand of griping pow’r:
Such LawncasteEr, whom harafs’d Britain faw,
k’'d in the g of antiquated law:

e politic than wife, more wife than great;
ator to enflave the flate:

o

.“-L’.I

['I‘.'.lii"\'-lﬁl‘.i"-_; 1

sy defign a  knave;
alfe, ambitious more than ‘brave;

than honour’s seall ;

More mean

F2 4]

e
i
interefl's 1

more covetous than all.

Not fo the reveller profufe, this §{an,
His contraft courfe of tyranny begunsg
Robuft of limb, and fluth’d wwith: florid

] dquar'd his jovial face.

Strength nerv’d his youth, and

* Richard I1I. 1 Weltminfier-hall.
+ Medufa's head in the armory at the Tawer. § Henry VIIL

To
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To feats of arms and carpet-combats prone,

In either field the vig'rous monarch thone:
Mark'd out for riot each luxurious day

In tournaments and banguets danc’d away.

But fhift the fcene, and view what flaughters ftain
Each frantic period of his barb'rous reign:

A tyrant to the people whom he rul'd,

By ev'ry potentate he dealt with, fool'd;

Sold by one * minifter, to all unjuft;

Sway'd by each diftate of diftemper'd fuift;
Changing each worthip that controul'd the bent
Of his adult’rous will, and lewd intent;

Big in unwieldy majefty and pride,

And fmear'd with queens’ and martyrs’ blood, he dy'd.

Pafs we the pious 1 youth too {lightly feen;
The murd’'rous zeal of a weak Romifh | queen:
Nor with faint pencil, impotently wvain,

Shadow the glories of Eriza's reign,
Who ftill too great, tho' fome few faults the had,
To catalogue with all thofe royal bad.

Arife, great James! thy courfe of wifdom run!
Image of David's philofophic fon!
He comes! on ecither hand in feemly fiate,
Knowledge and Peace his fondled handmaids wait:
Obfcurely learn’d, elaborately dull,
Of quibbling cant and grace fanatic full,
Thron'd in full fenates, on his pedant tongue,
Thefe for fix hours each weighty morning hung.
For thefe each ftring of royal pow'r he ftrain’d,
For thefe he fold whate'er Eriza gain'd;
For thefe he fquander’d ev'ry prudent flore
The frugal princefs had referv’d before,
On penfion'd fycophants and garter'd boys,
Tools of his will, and minions of his joys.

* Cardinal Wolfey. + Edward VL t Mary.

For
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For thefe he let his beggar'd ® daughter roam ;
Bubbled for thefe by Spanifh art at home;
For thefe, to fum the bleflings of his reign,
Poifon'd on¢ fon T, and t'other fent to Spain.

&n

Retire, {tri&t mufe, and thy impartial verfe
In pity fpare on CHARLEs's bleeding herfe;
Or all his faults in Llackeft note, tranflate
To tombs where rot the authors of his fate;
To luftful Hexrierra's Romilh fhade
Let all his afts of lawlefs pow’r be laid;

Or to the T prieft more Romifh fkill than her ;
And whoe’er made his gentle virtues err.

On the next § prince expell'd his native land

In vain affliétion laid her iron hand:

Fortune, or fair or frowning, on his foul

Could I'hmp no virtue, and no vice controul;
Honour, or morals, gratitude, or truth,

Nor learn’d his ripen’d age, nor knew his youth;
The care of nations left to whores or chance,
Plund'rer of Britain, penfioner of France;

Free to Buffoons, to Minifters deny'd,

He Iiv’d an atheift, and a bigot dy'd.

The reins of empire, or refign’d or flole,
Are trufted next to Jamzms's weak controul.
Him, meditating to fubvert the laws,

His hero || fon in freedom’s beauteous caufe
Rofe to chaftife: ** unhappy fhill! howe'er
Pofterity the gallant aflion bear.

* Queen of Bohemia. § Charles I1.
t Prince Henry and Charles L. | William IIL
t Archbithop Laud. #% Infelix utcumque ferent ea facta minores! Vize.

6 Thus
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Thus have I try’d of ki and. priefts to fing,
And all the woes that from. their wices {pring;

Grorce thunders o'er either Spain,

in and aflerts the mamn ;

To #* willing: Indians deals our equal laws,

And from his country's voice affeds applaufes
F What time fair Florence on her peaceful thore,
“ree from the din of

ar and battle’s roar,

-

ap’d me trifler in inglorious eafe,

g precepts that may ferve and pleafe;

Yours is the tatk—and glorious 16 the plan,

To build the free, the fenfible, cognp MaN,
¥ b

it Olympo.
VG, Ving

Per populos dat jura, viamque aff
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