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FOR RAISING A
Large Sumof Money forthe Ufe of the Government,
By laying a TAX on

MESSAGE-CARDS and NOTES.

Firft printed in N° IL. of the Mufeum, Apri, 1746.

To the Keeper of the Mussum.
SIR,

S you have opened a Muféum for lite rary Curiofities, T think the follow-

ing paper may merit a pLu,c n your repofitory, which 1 atk it for up-

on the genvine foot of a rersty. The notion I have of a Mufeum,
pital fur every thing that is fngular ; whether the thing have \1[\;11‘!! | fingu-
larity, from having efcaped tlw rage of Time 3 from any natural oddnefs in
itfelf : or from lJL.J['i"" fo mjmm icant, that nobody ever thought it worth their
while to pmduu:: any more of the fame fort. Intrinfic v 1|uL has little or no
property in the merit of wrwjzms Mifers, though the moft intenfe of all
rat’;’r(‘?m: are never allowed to be virtusfoes, becaufe guineas, dollars, ducats,
&e. are too common to deferve the title of rarities ; and unlefs one man
could attain to the poffeflion of the whole {pecie, he would never be faid to
l-mc a fine colledtion of money. Neither * fir Gilded Heathen, nor the late
o+ princefs of Mildenheim, were ever efteemed wirs 2o /bes.

an hof-

A I'_lnl:.u\mr!

* Sir Gilbert Heatheote

1 Dr. Kennedy, who wrate on the coins
% Duchefs of Marlborough

of Caraufius.

who
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who lives in a garret, and does not get a guinea in 4 week, is more re-
nowned for the pofleffion of an illegible Cargufins, than doctor Mithridate,
who unloads his pocket every night of twenty or thirty new Lima guineas,

To inftance in two forts of things, which I faid had pretenfions to places
ina Mufeum. 1 the learned world could be fo happy as to difcover a
Roman's old thoe {provided that the Litcrati were agreed it were a thoe, and

not a leathern calgque, a drinking veflel, a b lloting box, or ‘an emprefs's
head-attire}), fuch thoe would immediately have the entrée into any colleftion
in Europe; even though it appeared to be the fhoe of the moift vulgar artifan
in Rome, and not to have belonged to any beau of claffic memory. And the
reafon is plain; not that there is any intr

value in an old thoe, but be-
#e 3 a term which you, fir, who
have ercfted a Mufewm, know perfeftly well is a patent of ﬂ'.":.f.-"a.;::!{;f. Natu-
ral oddity is another kind of merit which I mentioned. Monftrous births,
hermaphrodites, petrifactions, &c. are all true members of a colleftion. A
man perfeétly virtuous might be laid up in a Mufewn; not for any intrinfic
waorth, but for-being a rarsty; and a dealer might honeftly demand five
hundred pounds for fuch a man of fir Hans Sloane or doétor Meade. A third
fort (and I will not run into any more defcriptions) are thing
from their infignificanice.  Of this fpecies was that noble collettion of foolith
trafls in the Harleian library, puritanical fermons, party pamphlets, voyages,
&c. which being too ftupid to be ever re-printed, grew valuable, as they
grew fearce.  So modern a thing as'a queen Anne’s farthing has rifen to the
dignity of a curiofity, merely becaufe there were but a few of them ftruck.
Some induftrious artifts, who would have the ereatefl feruple of counterfeit-
ing the current coin of the kingdom, have been fo' blinded by the love of

caufe an old Roman fhoe would be a U

5 become rare

wirty, as to imitate th
ties, I jult mention this for the fake of thofe
the prefent honourable attorney-general, thowgh a very learned man, is no
::r,'f.:.g.-:mrf(i:z, and 5115;_;[1'( pnfﬂh!}' be of an L'I]1i:]liﬂ|!1, that thofe admirable L;;'-E'-i:r;;

[e rare }-;!:'t}!ilsg:f.’ lookin on them ii.lcl:' as r_';.u';'_!,!'?.

rions medallifts 3 becaufe

would come under the penalties of the ftatute againft clipping and coi

But to come to my point. It s under this laft dénomination, fir, that I
apply to you for a place in your Mufeun. - A {cheme for-raifing money . may
(as 1 fear the age is too obftinate in their luxury to fuffer their follies to be
taxed) be admitted into a-colledron, as well as fome of ‘thofe picces which [

: mientioned
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méntioned to have filled the Harleian fhelves; efpecially as it will have a
double title to a rarity. Firft, from never having been thought of by any
ive poiterity {ome ] cht into the

other perfon; and fecondly, as it will

q

cuftoms of the prefent age. It is this it that has preferved .h.: works of
the elder Pliny, an author who in his own time, I fuppofe, was upon a
little better "'u-;[ than the editors of the Daily Ady rertifers, the Vade-Mecums,
and the M: !udmnc We are glad to know now how much a luxurious
]\L,mm]nhllur on a fupper, a l]nu* ora villa, o miitrefs or a tame (.Llll-

ed on a public thow : or to read the order of a

f'l'.}\\- IT‘.lIL.L |.J ‘.'1J|‘\._'. Cxpel

1 this author now elbows \ I nd Horace, and

jll’tll:(‘*ﬁt)'] Jut “thot
equally employs the {pedtacles of the Gro woviuses and the Hardowins, I am
perfuaded his works at Rome were never advanced above being read in the
fteward's }1.1rL,1,||_ But hereafter 1 expetk, that Mr. * Salmon, Sylvanus

Urban, and myfelf, thall be as good claffics as Mr. Pope and Mr. Prior.

Oune of the lateft and moft accepted fathions is the fending Cards and Noses:
a cuftom that might perhaps efcape the |\Jl wiledse of pofterity, if you and I,
fir, did not joir h|\ tranimit an acceunt of it down to them.. No bufinefs,
that is no bufinefs, is now carried on in this great city, but by this expe-
dient. How Congreve, Farquhar, .l1u|. the comic writers of the laft age
would be chagrined, to find that half the wit of their plays is already obfo-
Jete ! # Foible and Archer are grown dull charaéters by the difufe of verbal
meffages. But thank heaven! the age has made great progrefs in literature,
and all thofe fatal miftakes and irreparable quarrels that formerly happened
in the polite world, by ladies trufting long |r1£‘ff1|r['q to the faithlefs memory
of fervants, are now remedied by their f';'.mrr Lllr‘miL]LL the trouble to trani-
mit their commands fo cards and paper; at once improving themielves in
fpelling, and adjufting the whele ceremonial of engagements, without the
poffibility of errors. Not to mention the great encouragement given to the
ﬂn[inn:u'y trade, by the large demands for crow-qui][s, paper, wafers, &c.
commodities that are all the natural produce of this country,

I know a celebrated § legiflator and reformer of manners, who not being
{o deeply read in the fafhions as he is in the vices of the age, was unhappily

* Author of A Modern Hiftory, The Chre- t Charalters in The Way of ‘the World, and
rm]rwu al Dhars s R, Beaux ."'-tr:tjg-fm.
t The name afumed by the editor.of The § Mr. T, Carew.

Gentleman’s Magazine. :
drawn
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drawn into a miftake by his ignorance of this cuftom. About two years ago,
this gentleman had thoughts of enforcing and Jfetring ont the laws againit
g;uuin;; and being very nice and exaét in his method of prcu:ccding, he was
determined to lay before-parliament, a calewlation of the numbers of game-
fters, games, and-circulation of money played for in the cities of London
and Wefltminfter. In order to this, he firft went to an eminent card-maker,

and enquired into the ebb and flow of his bufinefs ; and with great fecret

{atisfaction was informed, that the tradefman fold, upon a moderate com-
putation, twenty dozen packs of cards in a week, more than he ufed to doa
few years ago. The honeft reformer was exceflively pleafed with his difco-
very ;*for a real zealot is never {o happy as when he finds vice grewn to o
monftrous a hcight, that every body will allow 1t nuccﬂin_\- to be :'ugu];l‘rud.
But he was terribly puzzled when the card-maker told him, that at leaft
two thirds of the number were blané cards, or cards without pips. To
fatisfy his furprife, he even ventured himfelf into a celebrated gaming-houfe
at this end of the town ; to find out in what game the libertines of this age
had fo far refined upon their anceftors, as to be able to praétife with piplefs
cards. Infhort, it was not till fome time after, that he difcovered that thelfe
biank cards were on purpofe to write meflages. He then exclaimed againft
the extravagance of our women, who would not condelcend to ufe their old
cards to write upon, but were at the expence of clean ones; but it was
proved to him, that a woman of moderate fafhion could not poffibly have
cards enough ufed at her houfe to ferve her for meffages, and that therefore
it was cheaper to-purchafe blank cards, becaufe, not being ftamped, they pay
no duty, and are confequently half in half cheaper to the confumer. Tor
example ; fuppofing a lady has but one aflembly a month, te which fhe in-
vites four hundred perfons ; many difappointing her, fix perfons belonging to
each table, two or three fets playing with the fame cards, and feveral not
playing at all, we may reckon that the never has above ten tables, to which
allowing two packs, ihe, at that rate, can ufe but twenty packsa month:
now I fhall eafily make it appear, that that number cannot fupply her with
decent materials for meflages.  For inftance,

20 packs at 5z cards per pack - - B - 1040,

Now fhe muft fend eards to invite all thefe people, which will employ four
hundred of the thoufand and odd ; and allowing her. to fend but twonty pri-
vate meffages every morning, in howd'ye's, appontments, difappointments,

6 fca
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&ec. and to make but ten vifits every night before fhe {ettles for the evening,
at each of which fhe muft leave her name on a card, the account will ftand

thus:
Meflages to 400 people - - - - 400
z0 Meflages a day, will be per month - - 560
1o Vifits 2 night, will be per month - - 280

Total 1240

Which, without including extraordinary occafions, as a quarrel, with all its
train of confequences, explanations, ceffation of hoftilities, renewal of civi-
litics, &c. makes her debtor to two hundred cards more than fhe is creditor
for. Iknow it may be objeéted, that a good ceconomift will cut one card
into three names ; but if fhe lives in a good part of the town, and choofes to
infert the place of her abode under her name, that will be impoffible. Be-
fore 1 quit this article of leaving one's name, I muft mention a ftory of a
Frenchman, from whofe nation we are faid to borrow this cuftom, who
being very devout and very well bred, went to hear mafs at the church of a
particular faint in Paris ; but fome reparations being making to the church,
which prevented the celebration of divine fervice, the gentleman, to thow
he had not been wanting in his duty, left his name oun a card for the faint
on his altar,

I {hall now proceed to acquaint’you with my fcheme, which is, to lay a
tax on cards and wotes; the latter of which are only a more voluminous kind
of cards, and more facred; becaufe a footman is allowed to read the former,
but is depended upon for never opening the latter. Indeed, if the parti-co-
loured gentry’s honour were not to be trufted, what fatal accidents might
arife ! for there is not a young lady in London under five-and-twenty, who
does not tranfaét all her moft important concerns in this way. She does not
fall in love, the does not change her lover or her fan, her party or her ftay-
maker, but the notifies it to twenty particular friends by a wofe; nay, fhe
even enquires or trufts by note where the only good lavender-water in town is
to be fold. I cannot help mentioning to the honour of thefe fair virgins,
that after the fatal day of Fontenoy, theyall wrote their notes on Indian paper,
which being red, when infcribed with Japan ink, made a melancholy mili-
tary kind of elegy on the brave youths whe occafioned the fathion, and were
often the honourable fubjeét of the epiftle,

3 I think
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iy
ints of th

I think the lowelft ¢
pmhm be e1

that not

Meira-

ht hundr » very moderate as to I'.|£1;m*.-:‘

'|>r:\t twel .""_1', becaufe 1

1e lower
for ‘L'\:-l‘t : at le Ll“l know, thai my ow r’s wife was extrer mely
i i ¢ at Billi

as it Is l‘l!l. |!1t|l|]|}'cl. <l.|l[‘

laft week at receivin invit

en on a very dirty queen of clubs.

"a legiflature to impofe taxes where they will fall the lichteft, nobod;

itlenefs of this duty; which l t-'m'Jd not 1|-.1'\ e excee

ute the ¢

e of the d-l.l'._\ at __{_'.
‘\.\ eltminit
hrown into the

a year for

only.
le of mi

h hedr tOO eNOrmous | .
fluence, I beg it may be confi L.r-n,d that for near four months in the year this
tax will [.JJUdLlI.L little or nothing g, by the difperfion of the nobili ty ar |_1 gentry
and the difufe of vifits and dﬂu'.'{]bll(.a s and I cannot think that nh_-;tn'_,.} L-‘
raifed by this tax in all the reft of the kingdom, will replace the deficiency
of one third which may fail in the capital.

h to confider

I have not reckoned notes, becaufe it will be time enou
them when the bill is brought in, as well as to what province of the great
officers of the crown this. duty fhall belong. Whether the fum of a penny
may bring it under the infpeétion of the tribunal in Lombard-ftreet, or whe-
ther the bufinefs negotiated may not fubject it to the lord chamberlain’s of-
fice : for as to the groem-porter, the claim which I forefee he will put in
under the notion of tranfactions with cards, I think it will be of no weight.
A friend of mine, te whom I cemmunicated my {cheme, was of opinion,
tllat W §'|4,'1'L,-|,'c1' th{; []LIE_'," was Cf]]]uﬁﬂﬁ, th{; Ll]ﬁt:e u—'-:.\uJLl be 4 court ;;f record x
becaufe, as 1 propofe that all engagements thould be regiftered, it would be an
¢aly matter to compile a diary of a lady of quality's whole life. One caveat
I muft let in, which 1-, th?t the tax be ing to be laid ¢ ucﬂx on people of
fathion, it may not be allowed to m’cl‘rﬂ"“h of either houfe to frank their
thilate this fupply for the fer-

wives' cards, which would almoft entirely a1
vice of the government.

YVoL. L. T ’ I propofe
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I propofe too, that printed cards (a late improvement) fhould be liable to

the ftamp-duties ; for though this pratice has not hitherto made great pro-
rrefs, yet fuch induftry is uled to evade atts of parliament, that 1 am per-

{naded we fhould no longer hear of written cards, though the greater part of
the card muft neceflarily be left blank to u :
perfon invited, the day appointed, and the bufinels to be performed.

ert the name and gu

The moft of a meffage card that ever I have {feen printed was as follows :

I thall add two oth
reft of the mell:

filled up, to fhew ti

be left to the printer.

of fer company fo-morrew to jilay at whijk.”
1 have a feeret fatisfaction in thinking how popular I thall be with the gen-
tlemen of the upper gallery, who, by this eftablifhment of pofts for cards and
notes, will get all their mornis
themfelves for the play, or even to read the play on which they are to pafs

s to themfelves, and have time to drefs

their judgment in the evening, 1
fomewhat abridged by the indefatigable care and generofity of that learned
and exact lady, the lady Northriding, whe introduced the ufe of vifiting maps:
every ]ilfjj' has now a p'.u'tiu:ul;lr map of her own vifits, :u‘L‘II!’LILc:l_’_\ L;EI:-II‘EI\'(“.E for
a trifling ¢ e, and can fend her cards, or bid her coachman drive metho-
dically to all her acquaintance, who, by this invention, are diftributed into
fquares, parifhes, hundreds, &c.

leed this toil of theirs has already been

I do not know how far it may be neceffary to licenfe the cards of foreign
but as thofe illuftrious perfonages pretty fteadily adhere to the
dignity of their charaflter, and do not frequently let themfelves down to

I diy

minifters ;
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divert the natives of the country, if my poor affiftance fhould be re
the legiflature in drawing up the bill, T fhould not be

TR S
wgamit granting this

immunity to the reprefentatives of fo many great monarchs and princes. But

x

I am entirely againft any otl
ladies, who I hear intend to ¢

] i
* Ro

sval Youti, who has fo glorioufly delivered his country and beauteous
countrywomen from their apprehenfions of a race of barbarous mountaineers;

1er exceptions, unlefs of fome fair and noble
re balls on the approaching birth-day of the

and who is now extirpating rebellion in the very heart of thofe inhofpitable
mountains.

I am, Sir,
Your humble Servant,

DESCARTES.

* The duke of Cumberland.

5 i i ADVER-







	Seite 132
	Seite 133
	Seite 134
	Seite 135
	Seite 136
	Seite 137
	Seite 138
	Seite 139
	[Seite]

