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146 FUGITIVE PIECES

Poifiges =Wt @ = Res e ),
B}‘ ADAM FI3TZ-ADA M.
Nuwms. VI. Thurfday, February 8, 1753.

To Mr. FITZ-ADAM.

T Totum mundum agit hiffrio.

fen the whole world for your province, o

J,l‘ 5 you have ne may reafon-
A2 ably fuppofe, that you will not negleét that epitome of it, the theatre.

Moit of vour predecetlors have beftowed their favourite pains upon it : the
learned and the critics (generally two very diftinét denominations of men)

liours and much paper in comparing the ancient and

{

il not undertake to decide a quef

tion which {feems to me

d e 3 - . 2 ; 3
termined, as W hich have moit Meric, piays written in

d which we can only read: or {fuch as we every day fee

v, in a tongue familiar to us, and adapted to our common

2 a5 . g B =
ideas and cuftoms., The

only preference that I thall pretend to give to the
» over Greece and Rome, relates

modern {taze
letter: 1 mean the daily prog

to the fubject of the prefent
2 s marture. This will ftartle
who perhaps will immediately demand, whether

wral goflip than Ele€tra’s or Medea’s. But I

s we make towa

. \ v
any Il":“:"'l. to i'.L'.]'l]'l]i!{:‘

=

I b
_!_,_Il“l‘_l

s nurfe be a more
did net hint at the

reprefe ion of ecither perfons or charafters. The im-

provement of nature, whieh 1 had in view, alluded to thofe excellent exhi-

bitions of the animal or inanimate parts of the creation, which are furnithed

by
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by the worthy philofophers Rich and Garrick ; the latter of whom has re-

fined on his competitor ; and having perceived that art was become {o perfect
that it was neceffary to mimic it by nature, he has happily introduced a

cafcade of real water*.

1 know there are perfons of a {yftematic turn, who affirm that the audience
are not delighted with this beautiful water-fall, from the reality of the ele-
ment, but merely becaufe they are pleafed with the novelty of any thing that
is ont of its proper place. Thus they tell you, that the town is charmed
with a genuine cafcade upon the i}:lg{‘, and were in raptures laft year with

one of tin at Vauxhall. But this is certainly prejudice: the world, Mr,

Fitz-Adam, though never fated with {how, is fick of fiction. T forefee the
time approaching, when delufion will not be fuffered in any part of the

lrama : the mimitable ferpent in Orpheus and Eurydice, and the amorous

oftrich in the Sorcerer, thall be replaced by real moniters from Afric.  Itis

ii narrowly efcaped being damned,
m'’s obferving very judictoufly, That the brick-kiln was hor-
i oat all ke one.

well known that the pantomime of the Ge

on my lady Maxi
ridly executed, and did not fi

When this entire caftigation of improprieties is bronght about, the age
i3 of the ftage, Mr. Cibber, ‘who
s Ceefar in Egypt, and tre:
dience with real—not fwans indeed, for that would have been too

will do juftice to one of the frft refor
effayed to introduce a tafte for real nature
the aa
bold an attempt in the dawn of truth, but very perfonable geefe. The in-
ventor, like ather original geniuses, was treated ill by a barbarous age: vet
I can venture to affirm, that a ftriéter adherence to reality would have faved
even thofe times from being thocked by abiurdities, always incidental to fic-
¥ reat Senefing;

ted

tion. 1 myfelf remember, how, much about that wera, the |
reprefenting Alexander at the fiege of Oxydracw, fo far fi
heat of conquett, as to ftick his fword into one of the paftebear
wall of the town, and bore it in triumph before him as he entes
a puerility fo renowned a general could never have committed, if the ramparts

had been built, as in this enlightened age they would be, of actual brick

i the

1\ T 1
tonegs of the

the breach:

and flone,

% In the pantomime of the Genii

B
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Will you forgive an elderly man, Mr. Fitz-Adam, if be cannot helf

red in his vouth, and to the fame
!

colledting another paflage that I
cellent pecformer? He was

ping into Armida's enchanted bark ;

ittentive to the accompaniment of the ors

treading fhort, ‘as he was more
cheftra than to the breadth of the thore, he fell proftrate, and lay for fome time
in great pain, with the edge of a wave running into his fide. In the prelent

ftate of things

drowning : a fate far more becaming Rinaldo, efpecially in the l:-:-lzt of a
Britith audience !

the worlt that could have happened to him, would have been

If you will allow me to wander a little from the flage, I fhall obferve that
this purfuit of nature is not confined to the theatre, but operates where one
thould leaft expeft to meet it, in our fafhions. The fair part of the creation
are fhedding all covering of the head, difplay their unveiled charming treffes,
and, if I may fay fo, are daily mos/iing the reft of their clothes. What
lovely fall of fhoulders, wi ixm'l'c necks, what fnowy breafts in all rhe

pride of nature, are continually eited of art and ornament !

In gardening, the fame love of nature prevails. Clipt hedges, avenues,
regular platforms, ftraight canals, have been for fome time very properly ex-
ploded. There is not a citizen who does not take more pains to torture his
acre and half into i:'!’i‘gllh!l‘]tic.é, than he E'111'|1||,-|"L)' would have g:mp!n_\'e.-_] Lo

make it as formal as his cravat. Kent ¥, the friend of nature, was the Cal-
vin of this reformation ; but, like the other champion of truth, after having
routed tinfel and trumpery, with the true zeal of a founder of a et he pufhed
his difcipline to the deformity of holinefs: not content with banifhing fym-
metry and regularity, he imitated nature even in her blemifhes, and planted
% dead trees and maole-hills, in nppnﬂll{m to parterres and qulncnn.\;cs.

The laft branch of our fafhions into which the clofe obfervation of nature
has been introduced,.is our defferts ;—a fubjeét 1 have not rcom now to treat
atdarge, but which yet demands a few words, and not improperly in this

* Where Kent and natute vie for Pelham’s love. Pove.
+ In Kenfington gardén, and Carlton gavden.

paper;




I {fee tl

fiear-plums a1
Fuarks, (
netted, and onl
i":rl‘l"ll.-

whole

given way

of Saxon

vs of cattle, of

table ;

C5 1N Carg oI COoCile

pigmy
3-'-"1-'? o1 15 of filver tiffue: and af vhole ."f.'ﬁ—;\gn of Owvid's
iLJ:‘1'.’i:nc!|‘|'-I1n1|-. {ucceeded to all & rmations which 1 Chloe and other

rod

-at profeffors had i ed into the

X 1 11
yners found the Mouiaer

1TCCTL

thops were the only falh ] rvey laft ftace of polite enter-

came home from Chenevix's laden

tainments. Women of the firft quality

with dolls and babies, no

At laft even thefe puei

for their children, but their houfe-keeper.
puppet-thows are finking into difufe, and more
manly ways of concluding our repafts are eftablithed. Gigantic figures fuc-
ceed to pigrnies; and if the prefent tafte continues, Ryfbrack and other
cian falons, thouzh not
Grecian defferts, may come into vogue. It is known that a celebrated
y call themfelves)
complained, that af ddefles
h, his lord would not caufe the ceiling of his parlour to be
cilitate their entrée ;

neglected ftatuaries, who might have adorned Gre

T confe€tioner (fo the architeéls of our defferts ftill hun

er having prepared a middle difh of gods and g
cizhteen feet hi;
demolifhed to fa

w'a fras vouly faire Gier & plafond I’

& Imagines-vous, faid he, gue m

rmed 1n t

in which foreigners have fi

afled anv th yet pert
uke of Wirteml

, 1in which wa

fumptuous ifland. The former wa o, who, fo long

ago as the year th ; d reprefentation of

sal fireworks over the hieads of the com-

} A famous French coek, wh
of New

1 Lord Albemarle's.

3 e
o Wit !!ll‘.
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; : :
pany during the whaole

the duke of B

Gafcony, who on , Among many

ance with a

other macnificent feftivities, treated the noblefle of the pr
dinner and a deffert, the latter of which concluded with a reprefentation, by
wax ficures moving by clockwork, of the whole labour of the dauphinefs

and the happy birth of an heir to the monarchy.

The other was the intendant of
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