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The ..M. 0 B3 . D.
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM

Nume. X. Thurfday, March 8, 1753,

HE great men, who intreduced the reformation into thefe kingdoms,

were {0 fenfible of the neceflity of maintaining devotion in the minds
of the vulgar by fome external objefts, by fomewhat of ceremony and form,
at they refrained from entirely ripping off all ornament from the drapery of
on. Wheh they were purging the calendar of legions of vifionary faints,
they took due care to defend the niches of real martyrs from profanation.
lhu. preferved the holy feftivals, which had been confecrated for many ages
to the great luminaries of the church, and at once paid obfervance to the
memory of the good, and fell in'with the popular humour, which loves to
rejoice and mourn at the diferetion of the almanack.

The Fanatics in the reign of Charles the firft loudly condemned the reten-
tion of this p:-n-&'iif‘c, and were fuch fuccefsful preachers, as to procure obe-
dience to the doftrines they taught; that is, they infufed greater bigotry
into their congregations .Lfr.nnl't mle«, than the w atrneft Llltllufﬂﬁs of frulmr:.
times had been able to propagate for the obfervation of times and feafons.
But as moft contradiftions run inte extremes, it muft be allowed that the
Prefbyterians foon grcw as fuperftitious as the moft high-flown zealots of the
Eftablithed Church. King James the firft had cndca\ oured to turn Sunday
intd a weekly wake by the ‘book of Sports: the Prefbyterians ufed it oftenfor
a faft-day*. In the court of king Charles, Chriftraas was ‘a fedfon ‘of

* One of Dr. Calamy's falt-fermons was preached jon Chriftmas-day, 1044, before the houfe of

lords.
malques
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mafques and revels: under the Covenant it was ftill ‘a mafquerading time ;
suifed by hypocritic forrow and fackcloth,

for devotion may be as much dif
as by painted vizors and havlequin jackets.

In {o enlightened an age as the prefent, 1 fhall perhaps be radiculed
hint, as my opinion, that the obfervation of certai

'.‘L-[]J\'uﬁ is fomethi

more than a mere political inftitution, I cannot however help thinking t

even nature itfelf concurs to coufirm my fentiment. 1-‘l" !

£
-.-:‘.1‘.I-:.'\L.IL] ree-
thinkers tell us that a gen de

eral {vftem was laid down at firft, and that no de-

vidtions have been made to ac

c i[ to any ll'_li u.lJ uent events, or to

~ &, . .”. - -I.
favour and authorize any human inftitutions. \.‘. hen the reformation of the

calendar
urged how great the harmony was in the old eftablithment between the holi-
days and 1!|¢1r attributes (J.‘- I may call them I‘u), and what a confufion woudd
follow if Michaelmas-day, for inftance, was not to be celebrated when

in agitation, to the great difguft of 'many worthy perfons who

ftubble geefe are in their higheft perfeétion ; it was replied, that fu

ha pro-
i

priety was merely imaginary, and would be loft of itfelf, even without any

alteration of the calendar by authority: for if the errors in it were v

ered to

go on, they would in a certain number of years produce fuch a variation,

that we fhould be mourning for good king Charles on a falfe thirtieth of

January, at a time of year w hen Uﬂr.mctﬂuh ufed to be tumbling over head
and heels in Greenwich- plrk in honour of Whitfuntide ; and at length be

choofing king and queen for twelfth-night, when we m:;_-_ut to be ..Jn.uma
the L.ondon Prentice at Bartholomew-fair.

Cogent as thefe reafons may feem, yet I think I can. confute them from
the teftimony of a ftanding miracle, which, not having fubmitted to the falli-
ble autharity of an act of parliament, may well be faid to put a fupernatural
negative on the wifdom of this world. My readers no doubt are already aware
that I have in my eye the wonderful thorn of Glaftonbury*, which, thongh

hitherto regarded as a trunk of popith impofture, has notably exerted itfelf

as the moit proteftant plant in the univerfe. Itis well known that the cor-
rection of the calenidar was enaéted by pepe Gregory the thirteenth, and that
the reformed churches have with a proper fpirit of oppofition adhered to the

* A very fenfible fermon was publithed on  the old Cliriftmas.  Several advertifements were

this occafion, without a mamey it having been  printed pro & coms
pretended that the Glaftonbury thorn blew on

3 old
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old calculation of the emperor Julius Ceefar, who was by ne means a papift.
* Near two years ago the ]mp"ﬁl calendar was brought in ; (I hope by per-
fons well-affeéted ‘| certain it is that the Glaftor nbury thorn has preferved its
[ 22 iy, and LJhJLJ'\ red 1ts old d.lElJ\c’.ll.:['. Many thoufand iin,tldtu.r,
vifited it on the parliamentary Chriftm 'ﬁ—:l.l_x—_\ut a bud was to be {een |—
On the true Nativity it was covered with bloffoms. One muft be an infidel
eed to fpurn at fuch authority. Had I been confulted (and mathematical

s have not been the moft inconfiderable of my fpeculatior ns), inftead of
turning the calendar topfy- turvy by fantaftic calculations, 1 fhould have pro=
pofed to regulate the year by :he infallible Somerfetfhire thorn, and to have
IE‘L.]JJ‘.IM] tl}{. months from f_-huﬂuma-d.u which fhould always have been
kept as the Glaftonbury thorn fhould blow.

it

Many inconveniencies, to be fure, would follow from this {yftem ; but as

ous pation, the in-

holy things ought to be the firft confideration of a rel
conveniencies thould be overlooked. The thorn can never blow but on the
true Chriftmas-d day : and u-nlq_thm[\ the .i[)}'r]dl{’,lht‘l]] of the year’s be-
coming inverted by fticking to the Julian account can never hold. If ‘the
courfe of the fun varies, .:Ll ‘onomers may find out fome w ay to adjuflt that :
but it is prepofterous, not to fay }qu.lum:n.l..n.l.-., to be L&.]L.UJcl-._llg Chriftmas-
day, when the Glaftonbury thorn, which certainly muft know times and fea=
fons better than an almanack-maker, declares it to be herefy.

Nor is Chriftmas-day the only jubilee which will be morally difturbed by
this innovation, There is another anniver(: iry of no lefs celebrity among
Englithmen, equally marked by a marvellous concomitance of urcumf‘mnws,
and which I venture to prognofticate will not attend the erroncouscalculation
of the prefent fyftem. The day I mean is the firft of April. The oldeft
tradition affirms, that fuch an infatuation attends the firlt day of that month,
as no forefight can efcape, no vigilance can defeat, Deceit is fuccefsful on
that day out of the mouths of babes and {ucklings. Grave citizens have been
bit upon it; ufurers have lent their money on bad I'n;:cur'u}'; experienced
matrons have married very difappoi inting young fellows ; mathematicians
have miffed the longitude ; alchemifts the ph;lujogher's ftone ; and politicians
preferment, on that day.

* This bill was_br v lord Chefter- didate for Welt .-:1 in Ff-r W F:.nu\cr[ fed thi
field and lord Maceles| Itll, the latter of whom That he woulk
publifhed his fpeech on that occafion. taken, but in two days g

+ This alludes to fir George Vandeput, can-

Yor. L. Y What
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at E::'ll]'1' of the nation are dif

What confufion will not follow, if
pointed of théir peculiar holiday ¥ The eountry

hnmu.llk difturbed w

very fatal quarrels about he celebration of Eafter: d ne wife man wil
tell me, that it is not as ¢

day. Canany benefts arifing from a I'L'i;'-ﬂ.i!lt:{'.' calendar make amends for an

{onable tofall out for the obfervance of A pril-fool-

n of new

r Fodr 1.
occafi Tow many warm men may reient an attempt to play

them off on a fa ril, who would have fubmitted to the cuftom of

III.]

it follv’s anniverfary, we may well expecl all the miichiefs attendant on

come to be divided

omputation ! If our clergy

relirions wars : and we fhall have reafon to with that the Glaftonbury thorn

would declare as remarkably in faveur of the true April-fool-day, as it has

behalf of the genuine Chriftmas.

Prudentius ® was fo great a zealot for the obfervation of certain feftivals
as to believe that the very damned havea h
ments, on the anniverf:

liday, or JC‘IIHHIHH from their tor-

ry of the Refurreétion. Twill not fay that we ouznt to
follow #hesr reckoning, nor fhall I defend the 1.-![|“_!(|L]}\_"- of the tenet. 1
only mention it te fhow how many iaterefls may be affected b

v this recula-
tion, ‘and how impofiible it is to make adequate provifions aeginft all the
unforefeen mifchiefs that may enfue from difturbing the eftablifhed com-

putation.

There are many other inconveniencies;, which I might lament very em-
ht enough to be compared with thofe T have
mentioned. I fhall only hint ata \\uu]\_ .\. (temn overturned l\ this revolu-
tion in the calendar, ar Wdono lnm.ﬂ wn, that I have heard of, made by the

leciflature to remedyit. Yet inna nation which beflows fuch ample rews:

phatically, but none of we

"

on new-year and birth-day odes, it is aftonithing that the late aét of parlia-
ment f]munl have overlooked that ufeful branch of our poetry, w hich confifls
' couplets, faws, and Entmwl'u peculiar to certain days and feafons. Why

was not a new fet of diftichs provided by the late reformers? or at leafl .1
claufe inferted in the aét, enjoining the poet-laureat, or fome beneficed genius,
to prepare and new-caft the eftablithed rhymes for public ufe ! Were our

aftronomers {o ignorant as to think that the old proverbs would ferve for their
new-fangled calendar # Could they im:

gine that - faint Swithin would ac-

* A chriftian poet. faint Swithin’s-day O, 5. it will Tain for forty

} There is a vulgar netiom, that if it rains on [ubfequent days.

commeadate
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commodate his rainy planet to the convenience of their caleulations ? Who

. that hears the following verfes, but muft grieve for the thepherd and huf-

bandman, who may have all their prognoftics confounded, and be at a lofs
to know beforehand the fate of their markets ? Ancient fages fung,

¢ If faint Paul be fair and clear,

-

TChen will betide a happy wear;

< But if it either fnow or rain,

¢ Then will be dear all kinds of gram:
“ And if the wind doth blow aloft,

“* Then wars wili vex the realm full oft.”

-

I have declared againft meddling with politics, and therefore thall fay
nothing of the important hints contained in the laft lines : vet if * certain
ill-boding appearances abroad fhould have an utfh end, T cannot 'u,]p Ln]n
that T fhall aferibe their evil tendency to our h"i\ll)b‘ been lulled .Lilecp l.l_)f
refting our faith on the calm w L"LE.]'ILI on the 31rcit.ndcd converfion of faint
Paul ; whereas it was very bluftering on that feftival, according to the good
old account, as I hone ﬁ'\, though v aml), endeavoured to convince a great
minifter of ftate, whom I do not-think proper to mention.

Sut to return to April-fool-day: I muft entreat my readers and admirers to
be very particular in their obfervations on that holiday, both according to
the new and old reckoning. And I beg that they will tranfmit to me, or my
{ecretary Mr. Dodfley, a faithful and attefted account of the hap that betides
them or their acquaintance on each of thofe days; how often and in what
manner they make or are made fools;; how they mifcarry in-attempts to
furprife, or baffle any fnares laid for them. I do not doubt but it will be
found that the balance of folly lwes greatly on the fide of the old firft of
April ; nay, I much queftion whether infatuation will have ‘any force on
what 1 call the falfe April-fool-day. I fhould take it very kind, if any of
my friends who may happen to be fharpers, would try their {uccefs on the
fictitious feftival ; and if they make fewer dupes than ordinary, 1 flatter
myfelf that they will unite their endeavours with mine in deerying and ex-
ploding a reformation, which only tends to dilcountenance goed ‘old praétices
and venerable fuperititions.

Alludes 1o the ftoppage of the payment on the Silefian loany by the king of Pru(la.

Yz The
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