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164 FUGITIVE PIECES,

i WO R LT,
By ADAM FITZ-ADA M
Nuwms. XIV. Thurfday, Apri 5, 1753.

DO not doubt but it is already obferved that T write fewer letters to my-
felf than any of my predeceffors. It is not from being lefs acquainted
with my own merit, but I really look upon myfelf as 1L1|:cr:ul to fuch little
arts of fame. Compliments, which I fhould be obliged to fhroud under the
name of a third perfon, have very little relifh for me. If I am not confidera~
ble enough to pronounce ex cathedrd that I Adam Fitz-Adam know how to
rally the follies and decide upon the cuftoms of the world with more wit,
humour, learning and tafte, than any man living, I have in vain undertaken
the fcheme of this paper. Who would be r{.gumtcd by the judgment of a
man who is not the moft felf-fufficient perfon alive ? Why did all the pretty
women in England, in the reign of queen Anne, fubmit the government of their
fans, hoods, hoops and patches to the Speétator, but becaufe he prenounced
himfelf the beft critic in fathions ? Why did half the nation imbibe their
politics from the Craftfman, but becaufe Caleb d’Anvers aflured them that
he underftood the maxims of government and the conftitution of his country
better than any minifter or patriot of the time ? Throned as I am in a perfect
good opinion of my own abilities, I {corn to tafte the fatisfaétion of praife

from my own pcn—and (to be humble for once) I own, if there is any fpecies
of writing of which 1 am not perfeét mafter, it is the Lp!ﬂul ary. M} defi-
cience in this particular is"happily common to me with the greateft men : I
can even go farther, and declare that it is the fair part of the ereation which
excells in that province. Eafe without affeftation, the politeft expreffion,
the happieft art of telling news or trifles, the moft engaging turns of fenti-
9 ) ment
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ment or paffion, are frequently found in letters from women who have lived
in a fphere at all above the vulgar; while, on the other fide, orators write afs
fetedly, minifters obfcurely, poets floridly, learned men pedantically, and
{oldiers tolerably, when they can fpell. One would not have one’s daushter
write like Eloifa, becanfe one would not have one’s daushter feel what {he
felt; yet who ever wrote fo movingly, fo to the heart? The amiable ma-
dame de Sevigné is the ftandard of eafy engaging writing: to call her the
pattern of eloquent writing will not be thought an exaggeration, when I
refer my readers to her accounts of the death of marthal Turenne: forme lit-
tle fragments of her letters, in the appendix to Ramfay's life of that hero,
give a {tronger pi€ture of him than the hiftorian was able to do in his volu-

minous work. If this fair one’s epiftles are liable to any cenfure, it is for a
fault in which fhe 1s not likely to be often imitated, the exce(s of tendernefs

for her daughter.

The Italians are as proud of a perfon of the fame fex: Lucretia Gonzugu =
was fo celebrated for the eloquence of her letters and the purity of their ftyle,
that the very notes to her fervants were colletted and publithed. I have
never read the colleétion: one or two billets that I have met with, have not
entirely all the dc]icac_}- of madame de chigné. In one to her footman the
fignora Gonzaga reprehends him for not readily obeying dame Laucy her
houfekctper; and in another addrefled to the fame Mrs. Lucy, the fays, «If
Livia will not be obedient, turn up her coats and whip her till her flefh be
black and blue, and the blood run down to her heels” To be fure, this
founds a little oddly to Englifh ears, but may be wery elegant when modu-
lated by the harmony of Italian ]iq_uids.

Several worthy perfons have laid down rules for the compefition of Ietters,
but I fear it is an art which only nature can teach. T remember in one of
thofe books (it was written by a German) there was a ftrict injunétion not to.
mention yourfelf before you had introduced the perfon of your corcefpondent;
that is, you muft never ufe the monofyllable I before the pronoun You. The
Italians have ftated expreffions to be ufed to different ranks of men, and know
exaltly when to fubferibe themfelves the devoted or the moft devoted flave of
the illuftrious or moft eminent perfon to whom they have the honour to write.

® See her article in the General Diftionary.
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which pretended {o much to literature, and wh
the firlt erowns in Europe. This. perfonage was the-emperor Maximilian,
grandfather of Charles the fifth., His reign was long, fometimes thining,
often unprofperous, very often ignominious. His ficklenefs, prudlltr'lh!",' and
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; a quality not more habitual to him than his propenfity to repair
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Henry the ¢ighth, as'a common foldier, at the fiege of Terouenne for an
hundred qu“ ns a day: he was bribed to the attempt againft Pifa, and
bribed to give it over. In fhort, no potentate ever undertook to engage him
i a treaty without firft offering him money.  Yet this vagabond monarch, as
if the annals of his reign were too glorious to be deferibed by a plebeian pen,
or as if they were worthy to be deferibed at all, took the pains te write his own
life in Dutch verfe. ‘There was another book of his a;t,unpn[-'.t'mn in a dif-
ferent way, which does not refleét much more luftre upon his memory than

his own Dutch epic; this was what he called his Lrure rouge, and was a re-
gifter of feventeen mortifications which he had received from Louis the
twelfth of France, and which he intended to revenge on the firft opportunity,
After a variety of thifts, breach of ]Jrnmi’_c‘-', alliances and treaties, he almoft

duped his vain cetemporary Henry the eighth, with a propofal of refigning
the empire to him, while himfelf was med:t.m:ur, what he thought, an ac-
ceflion of dignity even to the imperial diadem: in fhort, in the latter part of
his life Maximilian took it-into his head to’ canvafs for the papal Tiara. Se-
veral methods were agitated to compafs this objeét of his ambition : one,
and not the leatt rtdlLuEmH was to pretend that the patriarchal dignity was
ncluded in the imperial ; and by virtue of that definition he really aflumed

3 the
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This curious piece, which it is impofiible to tranflate (for what language
can give an adequate idea of very bad old German French ?) is to be found
in the fourth volume of Letters of Louis the twelfth, printed at Bruflels by
Fr. Foppens in 1712, It will be fufficient to inform fuch of my readers as
do not ainderftand French, that his imperial majefty acquaints his beloved

daughter that he defigns never to frequent naked women any more, but to

ufe all his endeavours to procure the papacy, and then to turn prieft, and at
length become a faint, that his dear daughter may be obliged to pray to him,
which he thall reckon matter of exceeding glory. He exprefles great want
of two or three hundred thoufand ducats to facilitate the bufinefs, which he
defires may be kept very fecret, though he does not doubt but all the world
will know it in two or three days; and concludes with figning himfelf

Juture Pojie.

As a contraft to this {crap of imperial folly, I fhall prefent my readers
with the other letter I mentioned. It was written by the lady Anne, widow
of the earls of Dorfet and Pembroke (the life of the former of whom fhe
wrote) and heirefs of the great houfe of Clifford-Cumberland, from-which,

among many noble reverfions, fhe enjoyed the borough of Appleby. Sir
Jofeph Williamfon, fecretary of ftate to Charles the fecond, wrote to name
a candidate to her for that borough : the brave countefs, '\‘Ih all the {pirit
of her anceftors, and with all the eloguence of independent Greece, returned
this laconic anfwer.

f I Have been bullied by an Ufurper, I have been negleéted by a Court,
but I.will not be dictated to by a Subjet; your man tha'n’t ftand.
ANNE DORSET,
PEMBROKE and MONTGOMERY.”
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