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Vera bona, atque tifis multiim diverfa.— Tuv.

H0

T is a common obfervation, that ﬂ'-rullrr‘] happ inefs is every man’s aim,
hoit s generally p irfued by

and thoug wcation of the predominant
pallion, yet few have acutenefs cum'.gh to d:.:i'r.'\'c;r the points which would
(:i'"['&éh-":flv procure the Imllr—hrvght end.  One cannot but waonder that fiich
intenfe application as moft of us beftow on the cultivation of our favourite
defires, thould yet leave us ignorant of the moft effential objeéls of our ‘T"]d*'
For m'?-' part, 1 was fo early convinced of the truth of what I have afferted ,

that inftead of fearching for what would contribute moft to my own hap-
pingfs; 1 have { PHIE great part of my life in the fmm, of what may extend
the enjoyment of others. "That know icdt flatter myfelf I have difcovered,
nd fhall now difclofe to the world. I bﬁ_: to be attended to: I beg man-
id will believe that I know better than ar 1y of them what will afeertai
felicity of their lives, I am not goi g to impart fo great (thoug )
revealed) a fecret, as th -t it is religion or virtue : few would belisve me -
fewer would try in ipite of the philofophy of the
fpite-of the gravity of my c!'.:-.r:u*.'m' and of the
hitherto moft fanctimoniau fly obferved, 1 mu

fenfual pleafure of Love is tl 1e great corg

Lt
1
L2

o Y 1] nlhihu
r-my perfuafion, that the
ife, and the only fpecific for

ties of our own p.ul ons, or for {upporting the injuries
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es which we fuffer from thofe of other nen.
7 “ Well !

and 1 iniq
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and is this your admirable ¢

> penetration of all enquirer

o Well ! {{hall I be told

bv the motft {fenfible

-

of Errcurus? W
practice too, of
tenets of the £

It is verv true; and a thoufand other

orders, have taught—or at leaft practifed—the 1

tend to intr

i
|

into the {yitem of fenfuality, as thall

difcov to myfelf, and throw at a diftance the minute

',c:'.';':] U{j:)’ ferved to lead the

j'j'_|j}._||i'.;|i:;;r-, who {af they werc my forerun:

world aftray.

Hear then in one word the myf{terious precept! * Young women are no
the proper objeéts of fenfual love: it is the MATRON, the HOARY FAIR,
who can g'n,-{_-,1;(1;1*.1nu|.]i-,::1tc, infure lmpp]lxc:ﬂ." | '.11'1_'{[3[ enumerate a thou-
{and reafons to enforce my doéirine, as the ficklenefs youth, the g
te, the jealoufy from rivals, the dift

1y

of nfient it
having children, the important avocations of drefs, and the infinit¢ occ

uty and its trz

upa-
tions of a pretty woman, which endanger or divide her fentiments frem be-
ing always fixed on the faithful lover ; and none of which combat the affec-
tions of the grateful, tender, attentive MATRON. DBut as onc example is

worth a thoufand reafons, I fhall recommend my- plan by pointing out the

extreme happine{s which has attended fuch difcreet heroes as are commemo-
rated in the annals of love for having offered up their hearts at ancient {hrines;
and [ -thall clearly demonitrate by precedents, that feveral ladies in the dloom
of their wrinkies have infpired more lafting and more fervent pafiions, than
the gl’ﬂ:‘d‘ﬂﬂ: beauties who had {earce loft !i:,,!lr of their teens. The fair young
creatures of the prefent hour will forgive a preference which 1s the refult of
deep meditation, great reading, and ftriét impartiality, when they refleét,
that they can fcarce contrive to be young above a dozen years, and may be
old for fifty or fixty; and they may believe me, that afber forty e #“.]]_[
value one lover more, than they do twenty now ; a fenfation of !1;‘5[‘;‘['1&;'.(-{:4’
which they will find increafe as they advance in years. 1 cannot but obferve
with pleafure that the legiflature itfelf feems to coincide ¥ with my way of

* This alludes to the marrisge-adt pafled at the conclufion of the preceding feflion.

thinking,
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thinki ing, and has very prudently enaéted that young md;L-. fhall net enter {o
early into the bonds of love, when they are :map\:l,].,. - refleflion, and of
all the
which mdeed our laws {eem always to have had in view ; for, unlefs there

ferious duties which belong to an union of hearts :—a {fentiment,

implanted in our n:

ures a ftrong temptation towards the love of

A Wom

» why fhould the very firft prohibition in the table of con-

ruinity forbid a man to marry his GrRAND-MOTHER ?

The firft heroine we read of, whofe charms were proof againft the injurics
of time, was the accumpnlh;d Saran; I think the moft maderate compti-
tations make her tobe nmc.h when that wanton monarch ApiMELECH would
have undermined her virtue. But as doubtlefs the obfervance of that virtu
had been the great foundation of the continuance of her beau ity, and as the

il

nigidnef(s of it rather exempts her from, than exj pofes her as an object of my
doétrine, I thall fay no more of that lady : efpecially, as her being obliged to
wear a fack to hide a big-belly at a very unfeafonable age, clathes with one

of my ftanding arguments for the love of ELDERLY WOMEN.

Herew, the beautiful HeLew, if there is any trufting to claffic parifh-
regifters, was: fourfcore when Paris ftole her; and though the war lafted
ten years after that on her account, monfieur Homer, who wrote their ro-
mance, does not give any hjnt of the gallant young prince having thowed
the leaft mmw of p'lifmn or hmptom of mcouftauu oa hL.J..lri_\, wh:{.h in

all probability was at leaft as- much owing to the experience of the dame,
and to her knowledge in the refinements of pleature, as to her bright eyes,
unfaded complexion, or the everlafting lilies and rofes of her cheeks.

I am not clear that length of years, efpecially in heroic minds, does not
increafe rather than abate the fentimental fame. The great ELiz ABETH,
whofe paffion for the unfortunate earl of Effex is juftly a favourite topic with
all who de light in romantic hiftory, was full fix y-eight when the condemned
her lover to d.,dt]l tor {lighting her endearments. And, if I might inftance
in our own fex, the Lhdrmm;, the meritorious ANToNY was not far from
feventy before he had fo much tafte asto facrifice the meaner paliion of am=
Tmma, nay the world itfelf, to love.

But it is France, that kingdom fo exquifitely judicious in the affairs of
love, from whence we may copy tll[’ arts of happinefs, as wellas their other
2 dJ-LlJ\ €l lLb
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The monarchs of that nation have
Id by their mple, that a fine woman, th
tterie; may be- but juft touching the meridian of
‘L"'] 1 and T JOULS
elt for th

The |L1’11IL| n tu'..- ]‘l at of \l-“"'] :)IL:'_"' (

diicoveries in p

‘_'\l'l"-_

» fourteenth will be for ever memor:

¢ duchels of “-'ﬁ-f ENTINOIS and mac

s they {o long

became a flave to the r;lp wits llhn., attrachions of L‘1 ava pE Poi

I =__j-_|'<;\.x-1
life and ras a conftant,
charms. Wh
and notions of necromancy, king HENRY {till adc

vas over-run wil

zed a won

not only married her } grand-d .u.,:l**tl, then a celebrated beauty, but who,
if any other prince had reigned
the deUJl tion of forcery : fo little do the vulg:
ideas of an old witch and a fine woman. The paflion of the other monarch
Was no I : irkable. That héro, who had gained fo many battles by
proxy, had prefi ed  fucl
water-works, and fhed fuch ftreams of heretic bloed, and, which was

was ancient L.if‘ll"r]l to have come wi

ir-diftinguifh between the

in perfon at {o many tournaments, had ra
till
more glorious, had enjoyed fo many of the fineft women in Eurape, was at
laft captivated by an old governante, and fighed away whole yearsat the
feet of his -.<.:1.r.=L-". miftrefs as fhe worked at her tent with fpe
Louis LE GraND W {ure, who can pretend to be:!

he was, in favour of what age d ld he give the golden apple

.

L 1!1""[

e of ancient miftreffes with the renowned Nivow
['eneros, a lady whefe life alone is fufficient to inculeate my doétrine in its
utmoft force. I fhall fay nothing of her numerous conquefls for the firit
half of her life ; fthe had wit, youth, and beauty, three ingredients which
will always attradt filly admirers. 1t was not till her fifty-fixth year that her

iupe[.m merit diftinguithed itfelf; and from that to her ninetieth the went

I thall clofe my eatalog

on improving in the real arts and charms of love. How unfortunate am T,
that fhe did not live a few years longer, that 1 might have bad the-epportu-
nity of wearing her chains !—It was in her fifty-fixth year that the chevalier

* Francis the firft. Tt is [iid that the father the affeftion of that prince. However, he quit=
of Diana de Poitic eémned to dL'IL'[]" ted her for the duchefle 4" Eftampes.
4+ ') » . P
his davghter obtzined npt only his pardon, but + Mademoilelle de la Mark,

heine
pEI
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de ViLriERs, a natural fon whom the h:

L 1
Proy INCES, wihere he

enterprifes, fhe checked him, ane ck
look there! “At that hour, two-and- I

in this very bed!” Tt is a certain ifortunat
man flew into the garden and fell v Thiseca

. : AT 5
to have deprived the age of the moft acc 5 that ever a
=

y years before the affliéted :
would liften to any addreffes of a tender nature. At lei

the Cytherean ann It was above twer

de Gepoyy prefled and obtained ai affignation.  He came and found the

enchanting N1xow lying on a couch, like the grandmother of the Loves, in
the moft gallant dithabille ; and, wi

at was flill more delightful, difpofed to
indulge his utmoft withes. After the moft charming endearments, he afked
her—but with the greateft refpe¢t—Why fhe had fo long deferred the com-
pletion of his happinefs? “ Why,” replied the, * [ muft confefs it pro=
ceeded from a remain of vanity : I did pique myfelf upon having a lover at
palt Fourscore, and it was but yefterday that I was steary complete.’”

The
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