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FUGITIVE PIECES.
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Nuwms. CIIL.  Thurfday, December 19, 1754+

AM never better pleafed than when I can vindicate the honour of my na-
tive country: at the fame time, I would not endeavour to defend it pre-
coood

pofteroufly, nor to contradiét the eyes, the fenfes of mankind, out of {tark
patriotifm. The flutuating condition of the things of this world necellarily

produces a change in manners and morals, as well as in the face of countries
and cities. Climates cannot operate fo powerfully on conftitutions, as to
preferve the fame charaéter perpetually to the fame nations. 1 do not doubt
but in fome age of the world the Beeotians will be a very lively whimfical
people, and famous for their repartees; and that our neighbour iflanders
will be remarkable for the truth of their ideas, and for the precifion with
which they will deliver their conceptions. Some men are {o bigoted to an-
tiquated notions, that if they were, even in this age, to write a panegy rid on
old England, they would cram their compofition with encomiums to our
good-nature, our bravery, and our hofpitality. This indeed might be a
panegyric on oLp England, but would have very little refemblance to the
modern charaéteriftics of the nation. Our good-nature was neceflarily foured
by the fpirit of party; our courage has been a little cramped by the a& of par-
liament that reftrained prize-fighting ; and hofpitality is totally imprafticable,
fince a much more laudable cuftom has been introduced, and prevailed uni-
verfally, of paying the fervants of other people much more than their maf-
ter’s dinner coft.  Yet we fhall always have virtues fufficient to countenance

very exalted pancgyrics: and if fome of our more heroic qualities are grown
obfolete, others of a gentler caft, and better calculated for the happinefs
of
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France muft yield to us in the extreme delicacy of our re

urge, as a glaring inftance in which that nation has for
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in very civilly-worded remonftrances, is certainly at bottom very ill-bred.

They have contradifted their mona and croffed his cle in a manner

not to be defended by a people who pigue themielves upon o nplaifance and
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attentions.—But I abominate politics, and, when I am writing in defence of

volitenefs, thall certainly not blend fo coarfe a {ubjeét with 1o civil a theme.
i d|

It is not virtue that conititutes the politenefs of ‘a nation, but the art of
reducing vice to a {yftem that does not thock fociety. “ PoLiTengss (a3
pleafing others (that are not

I underftand the word) is an univerfal defire of
too much below one) in trifles, for a little time ; and of making one’s in-
tercourfe with them agreeable to both parties, by civility without ceremony,
by eafe without brutality, by complaifance witheut flattery, by acquiefcence
without fincerity.”” A clergyman who puts his patron into a {weat by driving
him round the room till he has found the cooleit place for him, is not polite,
When Bubbamira changes her handkerchief before you, and wipes her neck,
rather than leave you alone while fhe fhould perform the refrething office in
next room; I fhould think fhe is not polite. When Bonceeur fhivers on
your dreary hill, where for twenty years you have been vainly endeavouring
to raife reludtant plantations, and yet profeflfes that only fome of the trees
have been a little kept back by the late dry feafon s he is not polite: he is
more—he is kind. When Sophia is really pleafed with the ftench of a ken-
nel, becaufe her hufband likes that the fhould go and look at a favourite
litter ; The muft not pretend to politenéfs—ihe is only a good wife, If this
definition and thefe inftances are allowed me, it will be difficult to maintain
that the nations who have had the moft-extenfive renown for politenefs, had
any pretenfions toit. The Greeks called all the reft of the world barbarians:

: the
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neighbour. The inftance I mean, is the extreme good-breeding which has
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frequent it is become) would really grow a nuilanee to fociety, if the profef-

cen introduced into the feience of robbery, which {L'L]]lﬁt;(.‘."iug how very

fors of it had not taken all imasinable precautions to make it as civil a coma
merce, as paming, conveyange

toad-cating, pimping, or any of the mo-
ney-inveigling arts, which had already got an eftablithed footing in the
world. A highwayman would be reckoned a BRUTE, & MONSTER, if he
had not all manner of attention #a? 1o Srighten the ladies; and none of the
great Mr. * Nafh's laws are more facred, than that of n:f‘mri:lg any favourite
bawble to which a robbed lady has a particular partiality, Now turn your
eyes to France. No people upon earth has : wre t

their banditti. No Tartar has lefs dowcenr in his manner than g French
highwayman, They take your money without making you a bow, and vour
life witheut mal 1

e lafe £ the . ffaea:
: 1els of tne .irj‘é‘ )

ng you an apology. This obliges their government to keep
up a numerous guét, a fevere police, racks, eibbets, and twenty trouble-
{ome things, ‘which might all be avoided, if they would only reckon and
breed up their thieves to be
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tys I know that fome of our lateft

good. comjan
em that the fieur Mandrin 1, the terror of the
caftern provinces, learned to dance of Marfeille imielf, and has i]‘c"-lu{-:]l]}'
fupped with the incomparable Jelliotf. But till 1 hear whether jie dies Ik
a gentleman, 1 thall forbear to rank him with the fretit-maitres of our own

imported young gentlemen af

Tyburn.  How extreme is the politefle of the latrer ! Mrs. § Chenevix has
not more infinuation when. the {ells a fhuffbox of papiier-maché, or a berga-
mot toothpick-cafe, than a highwayman when he b:gs to know if you have
no rings nor bank-bills,
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off .of the
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he vreatel) good-breeding
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he had that morning been difuppointed of mareying

* A remarkable perfon, who for o great num- T A finger |
ber of years F'!r-:ﬁthﬂ as maiter of the ceremonies §A fafhionable ¢ ¥ NOMman.
at Bath and Tunbrid | The author himfelf.

t A famous French {muggler.
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fboner returned to his loc vs, than he fent the gentleman two Ietters of
Lich, with lefs wit than the epiftles of Voiture, wad ten times
ofs in the turn of their expreffion. In the pofl-
at Tyburn at twelve at night, where the gen-

ai any trifles he had loft; and my friend has been
blimed for tiot accepting the rendezvous, as it feemed liabke to be conftrued
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The Lacedwmonians were the only people, except the Englifh, who feem
to have put robbery ona right footy and 1 have wondered how a nation that
had delicacy enough to underftand robbing on the highway, thould at the
{ame time have been fo barbarous, as to efteem poverty, black-broth and
virtue! Wz had no highwaymen, that were men of fathion, till we had

parridee.
i =

exploded plum

But of all the gentlemen of the road, who have conffurmed to the manners
of the GREAT WORLD, none feem to me to have carried TRUE POLITENESS
% far as a late adventurer, whom I beg leave to introduce to my readers.
wnder the name of the visiTine micawavman. This refined perfon made
it a rule to rob none but people he vifited ; and whenever he.defigned an im-
promptu of that kind, dreffed himfelf in a rich fuit, went to the * lady’s
houfe, afked for her, and, not finding her at home, left his mame with her
porter, after enquiring which way fhe was gone. He then followed, or met
her, on her way home ; propofed his demands, which were generally for
fome favourite ring or {nuff-box that he had {een her wear, and which he bhad
a mind to wear for her fake ; and then letting her know that he had been ra
await on her, took his leave with a cool bow, and without fcampering away,
as other men of fathion do from a vifit with really the appearance of having
ftolen fomething.

As 1 do not doubt but fuch of my fair readers, as propofe being at home
this winter, will be impatient to fend this charming fmuggler (Charles
Fleming by name) a card for their alfemblies, 1 am forry to tell them that he
was banged laft week.

# This happened to Mrs. Cavendifh at Thiftleworth.
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