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FUGITIVE PIECES. 179

The WO sllewids D).

By ADAM FITZ-ADAIM
Nums. CLX. Thurfday, Fanuary 22; 1756.

To Mr. FITZ-ADAM.

THINK, fir, more than three years are paﬁ: fince you began to beftow

vour labours on the reformation of the follies of the age. You have
more than ence hinted at the great fuccels that has attended your endeavours;
but furely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you deceive yourfelf. Which of your papers
has effetuated any real amendment ? Have fewer fools gone to or returned
from France fince you commenced author? Or have fewer French follies
been purchafed or propagated by thofe who never were in France ! Do not
women, dreffed French, ftill iffue from houfes dreffed Chinefe, to theatres
drefled Italian, in fpite of your grave admonitions ? Do the young men wear
lefs claret, or the beauties lefs rouge, in obedience to your leftures? Do
men of fathion, who ufed to fling for a thoufand pounds a throw, now caflt
only for five hundred?  Or if they fhould, do you impute it to Your credit
with Them, or to Their want of credit? I do not mean, fir, to' depreciate
the merit of your lucubrations : in point of effe, I believe they have ope-
ated as great reformation as the diftourfes of the divine Socrates; or the
fermons of the affeéting Tillotfon. 1 really believe you would have corrected
that voung Athenian marquis, Alcibiades, as foon as his philofophic precep-
tor. What I would urge is, that all the preachers in the world, whether

jocofe, fatiric, fevere, or damnatory, will never be able to bring about a
reformation of manners, by the mere charms of their eloquence or exhorta-
tion. You caunot imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, how much edge 1t would
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give to vour wit 1o be backe temporal authority. We may ia

vain regret the fimplicity of manners of our anceftors, while there are no

fumptuary laws to reft
1 ta vour readers an inftance or two, to elucidate the monftrous

ain luxury, no ecclefiaftic cenfures to caftigate vice.

; and extravagance, and the frugality of for-

- . . -
me of the wholefome cenlures and p-.".|:a|
A :

ch were empowered to impofe on per

which the elders o
firft rank. who contravened-the eftablithed rules of !Ill.\!'i{‘f}' and decorum.

How would our progen

a ¢ in the late will of a
and fiownds.” A fum exceeding a benevolence, or tw
g

one bundred 1

- g

fidies, fome ages ago. Nor was this enormous legacy half the perfonal eftate
of the above-mentioned tradefman, on'whom I am far from defigning to re-

fleét: he raifed his fortune honeftly and induftrioufly: but I hope fome

future antiquarian, flruck with the prodigality of the times, will compute

;. muit have bee vafted weekly a1 Ve cOi=
ums muit have been walted weekly 1n ene con

how much fue

ra

|
sarith, be-

fiderable parith in London, or even in one or two {treets of

fore a fingle thopkeeper could have raifed four hundred thoufand pounds by

retailing thofe and fuch-like commodities. Now let us turn our eyes back
to the year 1385, and we fhall find no lefs a perfon than the incomparable
and virtuous lady Joan, princefs dowager of Wales, by her laft will and
teftament bequeathing the following fimple moveables ; and we may well
believe they were the moft valuable of her pofleflions, as fhe divided them
between her {on the king, and her other children. To her fon, k
chard, fhe gave her new bed of red velvet, embroidered with oftrich featl
of filver, and heads of leopards of gold, with boughs and leaves proceeding

Ri-

from their mouths. Alfo to her fon Thomas, earl of Kent, her bed of red
camak, paled with red, and rays of gold; and to John Helland, her other
fon, one bed of red camak. Thele particulars are faithfully copied from
Dugdale +: an inftance of fimplicity and moderation in fo great and illuftrious
a princefs, which I fear I thould in vain recommend to my cotemporaries,
and which is only likely to be imitated, as all her other virtues are, by
the true reprefentative of her fortune and excellence 1.

* One Crafteyn, + Val ii. p. 94- % The prefent princels dowager of Wales.

I come
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1 . er i licentioufnef(s, which,
t ¢ the views of a popith clergy, were undoubtedly
: ity and indecen y; and we y lament that
I ere abolifhed w Ill' the real abufes of popery. Qur
Iz | power La-] 1y Tuch fines and I'||.._.|\ LL. upon w |tu:|;h-,-1',-,

e time leave

aile a revenue to the church and poor, and at the
|
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liberty to enjoy their darling foibles, if rh::v would

ation, drunkennefs,

rdly tranfereflors at
m: Ad

amulements of |'-c'<1;'-l.;' af

ut pay tor th

hion, it would have been in vain to !'UI

( punithments. To ridicule thofe vices, and lauch tl
by Tatlers, “;'u‘ Stators and W orle

fors, who at L|.|. Ll]\

vas not the talent of monks and

3

to wrap up very coarfe terms

fteered a third cou ¢
with, Mr. Fitz-Adam, was a Iittle conne@ed with
orial authority. If you had power to oblige your fair readers and

._.f.\LInL Tl

prox ||]\.!\:. which 1 ¢

cts to do penance in clean linen, for almoft wearing no linen at all, I
belicve it would be an exc 'L[lult {upp ]L;m.lt to your [ulm. of May the 24th,
e that I find rece

YC a

The wifelt exerc d of this

- of L.u.l:t_ns_;

or, from wl

s menti -'~[';c~l by the fame

ym I copied the
W J] above mentioned: it happened in the year 1360, in the cafe of a very
L‘ﬁ.‘il][t’:t] perfonage, and thows how little the higheft birth eould exempt from
1 of thofe judges of manners. The lady Elizabetl,
s, and widow of John Plantagenet earl of
3 Joan, before mentioned, having on the death of
 retired to the monaftery of Waverly, did (I fuppofe
immediately) make a vow of chaftity, and was folemnly veiled a nun there
by William de Edendon, bithop of W mchi-ﬂ er. Somehow or other it hap-
pened, that about eight years afterwards, fifter Elizabeth of
enamoured of a goo L.I\ knight, called fir Euftace Drawbrid

the {evere inipechor

daughter of the marquis of Juliel

T\utt uncle of the princ

he LUI her h

t Waverly became
rcourt ®, fmitten
{as traditicn lum the uﬁlll‘m-) by his extreme refemblance to her late lord ;

* Froiffirt, 1]
calls d'Auberti

g of this knight, whomhe pour les grandes appertiffes d'armes qu'elle en
ind wha had made confi- L'}'[li: recorder, & |

nvoyz la dire, haquenies
1d held a do-  courfiers & letires amonrcufes, parquoi le dit
meflire Eu en eftoie plus hardi, & faifoit
tant de chevaleries & faits d'armes, que chacun
noit avee luy.”

amours, & l"(.||
Jullicrs, fille
dame avoit 2ulli en amour monf

omte de I ulliers.
1eur Eultache

though,
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though, as other creditable writers affirm, he was cr& iderably your nger
and notw ]'{Hﬂd['lh'l'l."' her vows of continence, which could not bind her con-

{cience, and in fpite of her confinement, which was not firong enough to

detain a lady of her great q\u-*!i'v the was clandettinely married to her | para-
mour, it & certain ch: ipel of the manfion-houfe of " Robert de Brome, a canon
of the collegiate church of Wyngham, without any licence from the arch-
bithop of C;Ln';:s'bm'_r, by one fir John Ireland, a prieft, befor e the funrifing
upon '_\.]ic]1;1cl|:1;ls—d;£}', in the t!_ﬂ,'i‘\ ~fourth of b -_.’le the third.

Notwithftanding the great fcandal {uch an indecorum mufl have given, it
15 evident from tl*r' fubfervience of two priefts to her defires, that her rank of
nt for the
breach of her monaftic vows s yet it is asevident from the fequel of the {tory,
that her dignity could not exempt her from fuch proper cenfures and petial-
ties, a3 mlght deter others from commiffion of the like offences; as might
daily and frequently expofe the lady herfelf to bluthes for her mifcarriage;
and as might draw comfort to the poor, from taxing the inordinate gratifica-

Prmth of the blood fet her above all apprehenfion of punithme

tion of the appetites of their {uperiors: a fort of comfort, which, to do them
juftice, the poor are apt to take as kindly, as the relief of their own wants.

My author fays *, that the lady dowager and her young hutband being
pﬂri‘nu'uh L‘f}mmtad before the 11c|1b 1nfm uf Canterbury for the faid tr: mI
greflion, at his manor-houfe of Haghfeld, upon the feventh ides of Aprily
the archbifhop for their penance enjoined them to find a prieft to celebrate
divine fervice daily for them, the faid fir Enl

and Elizabeth, and for him,

the archbifhop; befides a large quantity of penitential pfalms, paternofters
and aves, which were to be daily repeated by the priefts and the tranfgref-
fors. His grace morcover ordered the lady Elizabeth, whom for fome rea-
fons beft known to lnmfelf T fuppofe he regarded as the feducer, to go once
a year on foot in pilgrimage to the tomb of that glorious martyr, St. Thomas
nf Canterbury; and once every week during her life to faft on bread and
drink;, and & mefs of pottage, wearing no ﬂnmk, efpecially in the abfence: of
her huiband; a penance that muft appear whimfical to us, and not a little
t'"“'tl“] to fir Enftace, whom the archbifhop feems in more refpeéts than one
to have confidered rather as difobedient to the canons, than guilty of much

* Vol. ii. page g5

voluptuoufi
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u,mp:un"ﬁn_l:. '.H l‘m wedlo But the moft remarkable articles of the
l: ‘The  archbifhop 'Imu nted the faid fir
beth, that the next day after any repetition of their
fled between them, they fhould com pe tently relieve fix
poor people, and both of them that day to abftain from fome dith of flefh or

J|I.1., whereof they did moft defire to eat.

"‘.ll Hice were [-.L

¢ and the lady

tranigrefiion bad pa

Such was the fimplicity of our anceftors. Such were the wholeforme fe-
verities to which the greateft dames and moft licentions young lords were
fubjett in thofe well-meaning times..  But theugh 1 approve the morality of
fuch corre¢tions, and perhaps think that a degree of fuch power might be
fafely lodged wn the hands of our great and good prelates ; yet:}am not fo
bigoted to antiquity as to approve either the articles of the penance, Or 10
thiuk that they could be reconciled to the dif of modern times and
cuftoms. Paternofters and aves might be fapplied by prayers and litanies of
a more proteftant complexion. Inftead of a pilgrimage on foot to Canterbury,
if an inordinate matron were compelled to walk to Ranelagh, I believe
the penance might be fevere enough for the delicacy of moedern confli-
tutions. For the article of leaving off’ a fhift, confidering that the upper
half is already laid afide, perhaps to oblige a lady-offender to wear a whole
thift,smight be Ilmught a {ufficient punithment; for wife legiflators will al-
low a latitude of interpretation to their laws, to be varied according to the
fluétuating condition of times and feafons. What moft offends me, as by

no means proper for modern imitation, 1s the article that preferibes charity
to the poor, and a reftrition from eating of a favourite difh, after the per-
formance of certain myfteries. If the right reverend father was determined
to make the lady Elizabeth afhamed of her incentinence, in truth he lighted
upen a very adequate expedient, though not a very wife one; for as devotion
and charity are obferved to increafe with increafe of years, the bilhop’s in-
-'n(:'tmn terded to :mthluﬂ' but to leffen the bes u.t{tmm of the offenders as
they grew older, by the conditions to which he limited their larg

One can fearce refleét without a fmile on the troops of
every morning at fir Euftace’s gate, till he and his lady arofe, to know \xhg,.
ther their wants were to be rc,llut,d One muft not word, but one cannot
help 1 imagining, the ftyle of a modern footman, when ordered at breakfaf}
by his mafter and Iﬂ.{h to go and fend away the begg gars, for they were to

& 1:
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t morningz. One might even fuppofe the good lady poutin

¥
a

e nothing t
ttle -as the :
1ed iow, what a fund of humour and wit wo
15 penitents
ie fubjeét is inexhauftible ; and as the

e

]

ve him the mefi:

». But were fuch a penance really en-

thion, invited to dine with two illufls
icate; 4s tl

As thefr it 1s never indel

ideas on fuch an « muft be a little corporeal, what bons mots, wrapped
up indeed, but | ble enough; would attend the arrival of every
new French difh, which fir Eultace or my lady would be concluded to like,

and would decline to tafle '—But [ .am d I have tranfgreffed the bounds
of @ letters You, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who

greateft lenity, and who would blufh to put your fair penitents to the blufh,

cenforial rod with the

might be fafely trufted with the powers I recommend. Human weaknefles,
and human follies, are very different: continue to attack the latter ; conti-
nue to pity the former. Anancient lady might refift wearing pink ; a ma-
tron who cannot refift the prowefs of a {ir Euftace Drawbridgcourt, is not a
topic for fatire, but compaffion ; as you, who are the beft-natured writer of
the age, will, T am fure, agrec to think with, fir,

Your conftant reader
and humble {ervant,

THOMAS HEARNE; juv

The




	Seite 179
	Seite 180
	Seite 181
	Seite 182
	Seite 183
	Seite 184

