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FUGITIVE VETECES: 185

The " \We@maRo «Jswsife
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM.

* Nums. CXCV. Thurfday, September 23, 1756.

————Generofiiis
Perire quarens, nec muliebriter
Expavit enfem. Hor.

To' Mr.. FITZ-A DAM,

SR,

O a well-difpofed mind there can be no greater fatisfaltion than the

knowledge that one’s labours for. the good of the public have been
crowned with fuccefs. This, fir, is remarkably the cafe of your paper of
September the gth, on fuicide; a fafthionable rage, which I hope you will
proceed to expole; and Tdo not doubt but you will be as famous for rooting
out ' what, may I be allowed to call, fingle combat, or the humour of fighting
with one’s felf, as your predecellor The Tatler was for explodis
lous cuftom of duels. The pleafantry of your eff:
voluntary deaths has preferved to alittle neiglibourhood a very hofpitable
gentleman, to the poor a good friend, to a very deferving fon and daughter
a tender parent, and has faved the perfon himfelf from a very foolith exit.
"This charaéter, fir, which perhaps froma natoral partiality T may have drawn
a little too amidbly, 1 take to be my own; and not to trouble vou with the

the ridicu-

1y on the reigning mode of

hiftory of a man who has nothing remarkable belonging to him, I'will only
det you into what is {o far neceflary, as that I am a gentleman of about fifty,

* This paper isa fequel to N 153, written by James Tillon;. efa.
Vor. L Bb have
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have a moderate eftate in very good condition, have feen'a great deal of
\'.'{Bl'ld}zl!ul, without being weary of it, live chiefly in the country with chil-
dren whom 1 love, E:)u will be curious to know what could drive my
thoughts to'fo defperate a refolution,” when I tell you farther, that I hate
c:.um 1z, Have bu r1|:,d my wife, and bave no illnefs. But alas? fir, 1 am
ee is my diftemper; and having obferved how

c\tjcmch well-born : pedi
much the mode of felf-murder pr-:‘.nl:-. among rc‘-rﬂn. of rank, I grew to

think that theré was' no JAuing without & H'“:rf one’s {elf. 1 refle@iéd how
1y of my great anceftors had fallen in ‘alLt]c., by the axe, or in duels, ac-

1179
3§l

cording as r]u, turn of the feveral ages in which they lived dif fpofed of the
nobility ; and T thought the dLlLLJIL:ﬂ.nt of fo many heroes muik contrive to
pul[h by means as 1.;1”-h:nt and illuftriens. What a difgrace; thoug
the great grandfon of Mowbrays, Veres and B{:‘luthamp» to die ina coo
age of a fever! I blufhed w henever I caft my eyes on our genealogy in the
1 determined to fhoot my iL]T. It is true, no man-ever had

little parlour
more reluélance to leave 1‘ 16 W orld ; 5 .llul when I went to clean my E]lﬂ:U]«
confti-

J I
denly
2

every drop of Mowbray blood in my veins ran as.cold as ice:  Asm

tution is good and hearty, I thought it would be time L‘llud” 1 G d
twenty or thirty years hence 3 but h“lppunlw about a month ago to be near
chisked by a fifhs- Lm:u,._, I was alarmed for the honour of my family, and
have been ever fince fraparing for death. The letter to be left on my table
( which indeed coft me fome trouble to compofe, as I had no reafon to give
for my fudden refolution) was written out fair, when I read your paper; and
from that minute I h‘uL changed my mind; and though it fhould be ever fo
great a difgrace to my mmtl}, I am refolved to live as long and as happily
as I ean.

You will nodoubt, good fir, be encouraged from this example to purfue
the reformation of this contagious crime.  Even in the fmall diftrict where §
live, ¥ am not the only inftance of a propenfity to fuch a cataftrophe, The
Yord of the manor, whofe fortune indeed is much fuperior to mine, though
there is no comparifon in the antiquity of our families, has bad the very fame
thought. He is turned of fixty-feven, and is devoured by the {tone and
gout. Ina dreadful fit of the former, as his phyfician was fitting by his bed-
fide, on a fudden his lordthip ceafed roaring, and commanded his relations
and chaplain to withdraw, with a compofure unufual to him even in his beft
health; and putting on the greateft appearance of philofophy, or what, if

3 the
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the chaplain had ftaid, would have been called refignation, he commanded
the doctor to tell him, if his cafe was really defperate. The phyfician, with
a flow profufion of latinized evafions, endeavoured to elude the queftion, and
to give him fome glimmerings of hope, * That there might be -a 'chahice
that the extremity of the pain would occafion a degree of fever, that n

its 1o0n,

not be mortal in itfelf, but which, if things did not come to a e
nﬁght ]'.L‘!]]) to carry his ]'.]E'[.I.].['lll]'} off.”—* I underftand you, by G-d,” favs

his lordfhip, with great tranquillity and a few more oaths; # Yes, d
you want to kill me with fome of your confounded diftempers; but I'll tell
you what, I only afked you; becaufe, if I can’t peifibly live; I'm determined
to kill myfelf; for rot me! if it thall ever be faid that a man of my quality
died of a curfed -natural 'death. There, tell ® Bownian to
fee, and bid him bring me my pii"tn]s." However, the fit abated, and the
neighbourhood is fhill waiting with great impatience to be firfrifed with an
account of his lordthip’s having fhot himfelf.

n-you,

FIve you your

However, Mr. Fitz-Adam, extenfive as the fervice is which you may ren-
der to the community by abolifhing this heathenith practice, I think in fome
refpects it is to be treated with tendernefs; in one cafe always to be tolerated.
National courage is certainly not at high-water mark : what if the notion of
the dignity of felf-murder fhould be indulged till the end of the war? A
man who has refolution enough to kill himfelf, will certainly never dread
being killed by any body elfe. Tt is the privilege of a free-dying Engliflman,
to choofe his death : if any of our high-ipirited notiens are cramped, it may
leaven our whole fund of valour ; and while we are likely to have occafion
for all we can exert, I fhould humbly be of opinion, that you permitted
felf-murder till the peace, upon this condition, that it thould be dithonour-
able for any man to kill himfelf, till he had found that no Frenchman was

brave enough to perform that fervice for him.

Indeed the very celebration of this myftery has been tranfaéted hitherto in
a-manner {omewhat mean, and unworthy people of fathion. No tradeiman
could hang himfelf more felonioufly than our very nobles do. There is none
of that open defiance of the laws of their country, none of that contempt for
what the world may think of them, which they fo properly wear on other

# The name of lord Chalkitone’s genitleman in Lethe.
Bb 2 occafions,
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occafions.  They fteal out of the world from their own clofets, or before
their fervants are up in a morning, They leave a miferable apology behind
them, inftead of fitting up all night drinking, till the morning comes for
unlike their great originals, the Romans, who had

difpatching themfelves:
reduced felf-murder to a {yftem of good-breeding, and ufed to fend cards to
their acquaintance to notify their intention.  Part-of the duty of ‘the week
in' Rome * was to lave oné’s name at the doors of fuch as were ftarving
themfelves. Particular friends were fet sz 3 and if very intimate, it was
even expected that they fhould ufe fome common-place phrafes of diffuafion.
I can conceive no foundation for our thabby way of bolting into t'other
world, but that ebfolete law which infli€ts a erofs-road and a ftake on felf-
executioners : a moft abfurd ftatute; nor can I imaging any penalty that
would be effeétual, unlefs one could condemn a man who had killed hLim-
felf, to be brought to life again. Somewhere indeed I have read of a fuc-
cefsful law for reftraining this crime.  In fome of the Grecian ftates the we-
men of fathion iucurred the anger of Venus—I quite forget npon what oc-
eafion—perhaps for little o none; goddefles in thofe days were {ca
Whatever the caufe was, the infpired
them with a fury of felf-murder. The legiflature of the country, it {eems,
thought the: refentment of the deity a little-arbitrary; aud, to put a flop to
the praélice, devifed an expedient, which one fhould have thought would
have been very inadequate to the evil. They ordered the beauteous bodies
of the lovely delinquents to be hung up, naked by one foot in the public
fquares. How the fair offenders came to think this attitude unbecoming,
or why they imagined any pofition that difcovered all their charms could be
fo, is not mentioned by hiftorians ; nor, at this diftance of time, is it poffi-
ble for us moderns to guefs : certain it is, that the penalty put a ftop to the
barbarcus cuftom.

T
-& l1els

whimfical than their fair votaries

But what fhall one fay to thofe countries, which not only allow this erime;
but encourage it even in that part of the fpecies, whofk foftuefs demands all
protetlion, and feems moft abhorrent from every thing fanguinary and fierce ?
We know there are nations, where the magiftrate gravely gives permiffion to
the ladies to accompany their hafbands into the other world, and where it is
zeckoned the greateft profligacy for a widow not to demand leave to burn her-

* Vide Pliny's Epiftles.
felf
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felf alive, Were this fathion once to fa#e here, I tremble to think what ha-
vock it would occafion. Between the natural propenfity to fuicide, and the
viclence of conjugal engagements, one thould not fee fuch a thing as a lo-
Zengs, or a w'"lut-' Adien, jointures! adieu, thofe foft refources of the
brave and neceflitous! What unfortunate relié but would prefer being buried
sul\.k to []L f‘d OUus €I l'lh]"lC;,*-\- [u H | TL_,_.,J[]Ll P.||hc111 £ ]||,clu_,{! I\.I: Il][;_ ;\( am,
you mufl keep a {Iriét eye on your f;

ir country-women. I know one or two,
who already wear pocket-piftols; which, confidering the tendernefs of their
natures, can only be intended againft their own perfons, And this article
leads me naturally to the only cafe, in \--]-iu'}*, as I hinted above, 1 think felf.
murder always to be allowed. The moft admirable death in hif Yory is that
of the incomparable Lucretia, the pattern of her fex, and the eventual
foundrefs of Roman liberty., As there has never been a lady fince that time,
i her circumfitances, but what has imitated her example, T think, fir, I
may pronounce the cafe immutably to be excepted : and when M. Fitz-
Adam, with that fuccefs and glory which always hﬂ; and muft attend his la-
bours, has decried the favage praétice in vogue, I am perfuaded he will
declare that fhe is not only excufable, but that it is impoffible any woman
thould live after having been ravithed.

I am, fir,
Your truly obliged
humble fervant,
and admirer,

H. M.

A WORLD
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