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280 FUGITIVE PIECES

Al e Wo-: O Rk 1),
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM.

N my laft paper T hinted at fome of the inconveniences attending the
prefent inundation of books, and I have the fatisfation of hearing from
all hands that a reformation of this abufe !.vuu]d be univerfally acceptable.
Some of the greatelt devourers of books, from whom I expetted moft oppo-
fition, have exhorted me to proceed in the fcheme I have conceived of lefien-
ing the number, afluring me that they have laid in a fuch a ftock of icience,
as will enable them to furnifh the world with complete bodies of all ufeful
knowledge, in a far lefs compafs than in what it lies at prefent. The illite-
rate part of my difciples proteft that it is nothing but the prodigious number
of books which deters them from fetting about to ftudy in earneft; and they
offer me, if I will reduce all literature to a few plays, poems, and novels, to
make themfelves perfect mafters of .l“ the knowledge that is requifite for gen-
tlemen. I have long been fenfible how great a difcouragement the very fight
of a large library mu 11 be to a young l‘u:'t'inm-l' "The univerfities recommend
to me to abolifh what is called polize learning : they oblerve, that the jefuits,
who, among many pernicious arts, have 1-,1.1ci‘imus been ferviceable to the
world, have alre "Lch‘, as far as in them lay, annihilated one Roman '1"'11~‘r.,
Luum, by omitting him, when they illuftrated all the other claffics for the
ufe of the LL.up]lm, but I believe the objeftion lay not againft his poetry,
but his |1J'inc:p]-:'s. t"]c freedom of which I am fure muft be very agreeable
to each good lady A/ma Mater. One of them, who formerly I-...u:‘{_d Mr.
Locke’s ]_.ﬁ-"l) on Human Underftanding in her Index L\Pm«hr_m us, has
very prudently recognized the merit of that treatife—and, T am per ﬁmdu]
has fuch a veneration for the author, that the would lnghlw, condemn me if
I was even to attempt deftoying his Effay on Government, wherein he ex-
pofes the monkith doctrine of hereditary righ,
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the ;';':_--.-"-'-u'il:-:.‘. med autho {te

; nl the 'f f> ooy 3 ‘-mi in imita-

tion of other ¢ ~dominion by force,
of their title by fome,
ted in a u‘fl.t line from the
monarchs, who of all mankind could derive to me the beft title

2 1 have undertaken of proncun

have endeavoure | to nln\f\ the wi 1|n1 in the ]Lu,l-n\

however far-fetched, defcent, 1 declare myfelf iffi

twWo '!'?._

to the

cing upon all books and fci-

ences, confequence of that, :-I-']}rr-c:-ch--‘ to burn and deftroy fuch
ag ipprove.  The firft of thefe princes was the very patr iarch of
my-gen even Adam, who, as Pinedo, a very competent judge, aflures

but politics—; his deficience in .lua particular

z was not to be aferibed to any imperfeStion in the
y but merely becaufe in his time there were no
;1"i|1m‘:.¢, no embafladors, no Ratitbon. ‘The other prince from whom I have
the ho

our of being defcended, was Chi Hoang Ti, emperor of China, a
jured name, of whom Pere du Halde in ]mnu.lll.lr, forgetting the
refpett due to crowned heads, is fo grofs as to fay, that a certain ordinance of

much-i

h]‘: which I am 'rnm o to menti M1y, ¥ It .u'f nwuom & famenotre execrable a

l"r.’f.’_..-'.‘.' rité. ‘The venerable decree which this impertinent jefuit anathema-
tizes, was—not, as one fhould think by his ftyle, an order like Herod’s
tor the murder of the innocents—iio, it was only a dq,crcc for burning all the

books'in China. But before I enter upon the difcuffion of this decree, T

thall in- few words rec: ipitulate the chief events ot' my anceftor’s rei
which will vindicate his1 memory, and prove him to have been as well- quali-
hed to fway a feeptre as any prince that ever fat on a throne.  If unavoida-
ve reduc -..l] #5 to a lefs ﬂu:l:ny_, lefs exalted rank, we flatter

ble misfortunes b
ourfelves that the prudence and _Eh!‘tiuc of our adminiftration in the univerfal
monarchy which we have allumed over follies and books, will fhow that we
have not degenerated from our great 311'..-_-|_Ieu|_-jl1u-,

Chi Hoang Ti lived about two hundred and thirty-feven years before
itted great cong wi.\

Chrift, and accorc ding to the genius of that age comm
and rounded his dominions, at the expence of hi 11-.1u|.xlauu", with as mu.:']]
> as 1f he had ftudied politics in a French fchool. The only flip he
ave made, was in hi.em::g to the p-:rqlgd of a Iha-cap:nin, the
umbus of his tune, who advifed his Chinefe majefty to fend out a colony
Vor. L Dd Lo
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to fome of the-iflands of Japan, not indeed to difeover new worlds, but on a
more important fcent, a’ remedy for long life 3 a noftrum treafured up in one
of thofe little iflands. The emperor, my great grandfather, had, as it ap=-
pears by other circumftances, a particular partiality for medicines, and rea~
dily gave ear to a: fcheme that was at once to prolong the bleflings of his
reign over his fubjeéts, and to add fo great a jewel to his difpenfatory. He
entrufted the captain with one or more fhips, and three hundred perfons of
each fex, with whom the adventurer founded a little kingdom in one of the
iflands, and was {o ungrateful as never to fend his fovereign a fingle phial
of the precious elixir. The emperor, whofe mind was always filled with
great projeéls, foon turned his thoughts to eftablith the duration, if not of
his reign, at leat of his empire ; and with a {pirit, which has feemed pro-
phetic, apprehending incurfions of the Tartars, he fet about building that
immen{e wall to divide the two nations, which was finithed in five years,
which exiits to our days, and which did not however andwer the purpofe for
which it was projeted. The next great action of his reign was publithing
the celebrated decree for burning all the books in China, excepting only
fuch volumes as treated of iteéture or phyfic, the tweo fciences, which
the affair of the fea-captain and the eretion of the great wall prove to have
been the predominant paffiens of his imperial majefty.

Some malevolent hiftorians afcribe this fentence to his jealoufy of the
glory of his pred-::ccfﬂ}rs; a motive unworthy of the heroic virtue of a prinee,
who had out-conquered, out-builr, and taken more phyfic than any of his
anceftors. Such petty envy may rage in Jfr/e fouls : we read that Juitin
burnt all the authors from whom he compiled his hiftory ; and that Trebo-
nian, the lawyer, commiffioned by Juftinian to reduce the civil law to a
practicability, that is, to a fize capable of being ftudied by the profeffors,
and underftood by the fufferers, laid wafte and demolithed the volumes,
trafks, charters, decrees, pleadings, reports, &c. from whence he extraéted
the body of civil law as it now ftands.  But the reafons which our great an-
ceftor himfelf vouchfafed o give, are, I do niot doubt, the trueft, as they
certainly are the nobleft preecdent to jultify a parallel proceeding. He re-
duces them to thefe (for it muft be obferved that the Chinefe are as laconic

)

as the Laced:emonians themfelves) : Bosds, faid Chi Hoang T, encourage 1dle-
nefs, caufe negledl of agriculture, fay f sundations of fadtions. Thefe golden
rules 1 {hall keep in my éye to regulate my fature conduft. I fhall notallow

I\{-L‘nl'rh‘
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people to think they are: bufy becaufe “they are reading; T {hall not allow
that there is-any merit in having read a vaft mumber of books ; it is indif-
ferent to me whether a man’s feet have travelled over {o many miles of
ground, or his ey 1 {hall recommend it to
rnitaries to lay afide all fuch readi o a5 was never read, and
to buy a }kmuh and a team, and cultivate a piece of land, inftead of labour-

s over fo many acres of paj

feveral grave.d

mq fuch barren foil as their own brains, or the works of obfolete authors =
arid T fhall be for entirely abolithing all books whatever that treat of any
15 to be fure no nation ought to know that there is apy
form preferable to what is eftablithed among tlh,mlclvc-: a }mer that was
to read Algernon Sidney, might grow to fancy that there are milder {yftems
than living under the jurifdié Lle of the Knut !

kind of covernment ;
2

The laft inftance 1 fhall produce of the Chinefe monarch's wifdom, was
his refufing to quarter out his dominions among his fons.  He died in peace,
and mafter of immenfe treafures, having lived to fee large crops of rice,
from vaft tradts of land; which before his time had borne nothing but
librarie,

In the havoc I meditate, I fhall confiie myfelf to whole bodies of fcience,
not piddle with fingle authors or feparate treatifes. As I have perufed very
few books myfelf, it would be an endlefs tafk were I to fet about the exami-
nation of what trafts do or do not deferve to be condemned to the flames ;
and I have too hittle of the modern eritic in me, to condemn any private work
becaufe I happen to diflike the name, perfon, or country of the author.
However, not to proceed too rafhly, I thall accept the afliftance of a friend
of mine, who is a prodigy of erudition, net only from the quantity he has
read, but from his franknefs in owning that he has read an infinite deal of

trath. l e is a near relation by the mother of the celebrated 1
liabechi, who: being .1.],_.,ri to lend a certain book (that mult be namelefs)
out rJf' t}:c-. great duke’s library, replied, * Tkat book ! there is no fuch bock
iry 5 indeed I know but of one copy of it, and that is in the gra:
he fixth book on the fourth thelf on the left

E.[i{l'.'l :\J;L:_’;:‘

in our library

:['-iu]1|-,r‘~ pul'-f-;[,r»n 11 fhands
hand near the window."

My friend’s name is Cunistorair Poryetor; a manof extreme bene-,
volenee, and very ufeful to all that confult him, though, to fay the truth, his
Dda | konowledge
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knowledge is of little fervice to himfelf; for, when he attempts to compofe
any work, the ideas of what he has read, tranfmitted through a very faithful
memory, flow in fo faft vpon him, that he blends every {cience and every
language, and does not even diftinguifh in what tongue he defigns to write.
He but two or three years ago, intending to compofe a pamphlet againft the
jew bill, began in thefe words, ¢ JosErPuUS fays, that Ot lovdara ever(d urbe
wepigeeontoient leurs wmolny,” and’ 1 faw him one moraning extremely puz-
zled with not being able to underftand a Greek author, whom he did not
perceive that he was reading backwards. He is very {enfible’of his misfor-
tune, and fays, he believes he might have made fome figure in the republic
of letters, if he had never read above twenty thoufund books, and underftood

but fix or feven languages. One great merit of my friend is, that he has a
thorough contempt for conjeftural antiquities; nobody honours more than
he does, the elegance of the Greek arts, the {umptuoufnefs of Roman build-
ings, the valour and wiflom of our Gothic anceftors, and confequently no-
body admires more any remnant of each nation, which is entire enough to

ficence, the firensth of their fortifications,

difclofe their tafte, their magn
or the folemnity of their devotion. But Mr. Polyglot defpifes a platform,
nay a Stonehenge, if it is uncertain whether its pedigree be Roman, Druid,
or Saxon ; whether in its ftate of exiftence it was an intrenchment, a temple,
or a tomb. In his youth he was a tormentor of Tom Hearne, and, before
his own mind was bewildered in feience, had a pretty turn for poetry, as
appeared by his adding two lines to the known diftich on that antiquary,
and which really gave the whole the effence of an'epigram. 1 thall conclude

the prefent paper with them, asT do not know that they were ever printed.

““« Pox on't, q:lr;:th Time to Tronmas HEARNE,
% Whatever 1 forget, You learn.”

Anfiwer by Mr. PoLyeror.
' #® Damn it, quoth HEARNE, in furious fret,
¢ Whate'er I learn, You foon forget.”
# It was written at Chrift-charch, Oaford, fix. He was fon of Mr. Welt, lord chancellor

by Richard '-'\'c','?, 1-[11. a young KL‘ILtllZl’]‘..‘IU of of [1L‘|'_|:1|i, b’{ L]:_Z.‘,l'._]‘_“_‘l't, IE.-.ugl;i:: of 11':I1|u}':
grear genius, who died at the age of twenty-  Burnet

A LETTER
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