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Lovvva bl giisidin vt sibessir il SR
FR O M
X0 HO, a Cuinese Philofopher at Loxpon *#,
To mis FRIEND
LIEN CHI, at PexInec.

HAVE told thee, thefe people are incomprehenible 5 not only they differ

from us; they are unlike the reft of the weftern world: a Frenchman
has prejudices, has caprices; but they are the prejudices of his nation, they
are the caprices of his age. A Frenchman has fettled ideas, though built on
falfe foundations ; an Englifhman has no fixed ideas: his prejudices are not
of his country, but againft fome particular parts or maxims of his country:
his caprices are his ownr; they are the effential proofs of his liberty. In
France they have a high notion of their king; they will fad him, but they
will not Aate him. . An Englithman loves or hates his king once or twice in
a winter, and that for no reafon, but becaufe he loves or hates the miniflry
in being. They do not oppofe their king from a diflike of royal power,
but to avail themfelves of his power; they try to level it till they can mount
upon 1t, ‘They are as little in earneft about liberty. To have the nation

® This piece was written May 12, 1757, was fent to the prefs pext day; and went through
five editions in a foremight,
free !
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frec! nobody means it. To have the country enflaved ; they defire
were there o vaflals, they would be the vaffuls of the crown, or of the 1
while all are free to fell their 2 -#y, the richeft or craftiel {t may purchafe i,

I have faid, that they have no general ideas: they have not; but they
have general names. Formerly Lhe_. had two partics; now they have three
factions, and each of thofe faftians has fomething of the name, or {fome
thing of the principles, of each of thofe pmt.u-. Iu my laft 1 told thee, 1"3
the 1LLnnd I.u:'tl-.m in magnitude had difplaced the leaft faétion, and that a
hew miniftry would 1[]':1'!.1L.f.]u{tl‘3]:- be 'c-r]rhl..|...-\.!. I deceived thee; I was
deceived. 1.did not believe {o becaufe I was told fo: here one 15 tnhl fome-
thing every day : the people demand to be told fomething, no matter whats
Ha puhnu(m, a minifter, a member of their affembly, was myfterious, and
refufed to 1mp¢1rr fomething to an cuquuer, he-would make an enemy: if
he tells a lie, it is no ni’n_ncc : heis mmmumutuc ; that is {ulficient to a
free people + all they afk is news; a falfehood is"as much news as truth.
Why 1 believed a m iniftry would foon be named, was; 1 thought that in a
country where the whole real bufinefs of their general aflfembly was to choofe
minifters, thq could never be without: I was deceived. 1 thought that
when a prince difimiffed one minifter he would take another: I was de-
ceived. 1 thought when a nation was engaged in a great war w ith a f'upc.—
Tior power, that th ey mufl h;uu council 3 1 was deceived: reafon in China
is pot reafon in E |w[.md An ¥ officer nf the treafury may be difplaced,
und 2 judge can execute his office.  Their + high-prieft died lately ; 1 wait=
ed to fee from what profeffion, which had nwt],mr to do avith religion, his
{uccellor would be chofen.

When aday of two had palled, T alked when a new miniftry would be
named i I heard feveral afk the fame queftion. I was told, When I the
ERGUITIET RUETE GUET. 1 found whis fatisiied every body but me. 1 atked what
the enguiries were! By ithe 1{':iut1.-' knowledge 1 have -of their langoage, 1
er—No fuch rI-i_r'vr——

concluded it {iznified, an enquiry wl‘n was to be m

they never enquire before-h Sometimes, as in the prefeat cale, they
# On the removdl of N Legpe, the chief + Arcl ilsifhop Herr ng

jlll-L.i chancellor of the exche-

quer res-it to t-Into the ceufes 6f the1ols of Minorea.

1:': \'LNI_':

1 enquire
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enquire whether a former minifter had been fit to be fo. Kunow, that laft
year the Englith loft a valuable ifland: the people were enraged ; they
blamed the * admiral who commanded their fleet; the + admiral who
direfted their fleet; their ¥ chief judge; their § chief treafurer; their
| chief fecretary. "The firft admiral was imprifoned ; the reft quarrelled; and
gave up their employments. The ¥ chief man of the little faétion was made
muu!lcr, and his friends got places ; yet the friends of the other two fadtions
retained theirs.  An enquiry or trial of the late minifters was determined ;
the imprifoned admiral was tried, acquitted, condemned and put to death.
The trials of the others were delayed. At laft they were tried—not as I
expetted, whether they were U"L'tlh‘r, but whether they fhould be mmnifters
again or aot. I the executed cJt].L]]Ihl had lived, he too might be a mi

e

juﬂ as this trial began, the ##
bow to the king—upon which ll{' :lu:l all his friends were difplaced.. I un-
derftood this : as the Englith are more free than we are, L conceived that
this was a punifhment proportioned to their ideas of offended majelty, and

reflected how feverely one of our countrymen would be dealt with who thould
affront the dignity of our au guft emperor.. Twas again deceived 3 this man-
darin is likely to be again a minifter.. As his friends have great: weight in
the general ;lifi'mi;l_\' where the trials are held, I concluded they would per-
fecute their :1t1t1”o1111":.', and I deplored the fate: of thefe unhappy men who
would be at the mercy of their bittereft enemies.. There is no rule for judg-
g of this people. Ihc third faction, whe were in the nature of judges,

u.f.'r.
v head of the admiralty l‘(]]’\,‘{[}[ to make a

“Duld only try facts and not perfons ;- and even if they could have punifhed
faéls, thw fhowed they were: not. unmerciful.. 1 do not. underftand this
I\ldtlﬂn-

What will furprife thee more,. the chief men-of the capital‘have beftowed
Tt high honours on the third faftion for being difmilled from the govern-
ment : and the honours they. have beftowed are a permiffion to exercife a
trade; which the peefons fo dlﬂmﬁmihad would think it exceedingly beneath
them to follow.. Doft thou cnn‘prﬂheud this { But the enquiries are finifh-
ed—Thou wilt alk me, how? I know not—only I have been told that

* Admiral Byng. q Mr. Pire.

b Lord Anfon. 8 Tord '|':‘:m:ﬂc,

i Lord Hardwicke: ++ The freedom of the city:prefented to Mr.
$ Duke of Newealtle, Pitt aud Mr. Legge.

. Mr, Fox,
the
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wilt

- of either: but 1
relations that I fend thee

not tofend them all over Europe, wl

not

ev chafen #—
I Il tell thee, as wi
who difmiffed a whole miniftry becaule one of them did not huml
into the country, without ]:

I how! thou wilt ory ; their moenarch

t I have already delivered.

gh before the tlnmt 18

{elf enou

..l'..l"-—!I oW

a miniftry ! For what i1s he gone-into

it his pros To diit ? T
army $— dear Lien Chi; England is not China.—I
will tell thee br uﬁ, The Englith h.L,L o fun, no fummer:as we have, at
leaft their fun does not feorch like ours. They content themfclves with
names: at a certain time of the year they leave their capital, and that makes
fummer; they go out of the city, and that makes the country. Their T mo-
h, when he goes into the country, paffes in his calath by a row of high

Ci

ont I!‘:"I}'-'I':IT"'

ute 1' {tic

the cou

nare
trees, goes along a gra wel walk, or rofles one of the chief ﬂ:ncth, 15 driven lw

the fide of a canal between two rows of | amps, at the end of which he hasa
fmall houfe, and then he is fuppofed to be in the country. I faw this cere-
mony H:’hni 1y @ as foon as he was gone, the men put on under veftments of
uhuc i:-x. 1, .md the women left off thofe vaft draperies, which they eall
hoops, and which 1 have deferibed to thee ; and then all the men and all the
women faid 72 awar for.  If thou wilt believe me, I am now writing to thee

before a fire.

At the top of the gr-wd walk, as their ! hlll"’ palled, wasa Lirgrc I comp’uw
of youths and boys, newly clad as mariners, w ho are clothed by prn‘m,
ions ; for private perfons are rich, the public is poor ; 'md nothing

umm‘.

* Confucius. + The king going to Kenfington.  § The boys clothed by the marine fociety.
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thefe ftarts and devices. The kine has given a thoufand
nftitution, not as king, but in his _{'r":i ate :'._r‘.f:r...'."m

1
h. If he-had _,.\ en them a thoufand ]uu_u. of his

is well done, but |
I1

which Here they L!.i'| oyl
public meney; not one half would have come to the vouths, but would have
been embezzled by the officers of the revenug.  Thefe youths were com-
manded by
they have; and h

{||\_,,_l_,-| ﬂ[

10 officer in the fea-fervice, but by ﬂ|-- only civil * |n'.1‘_g‘-'|ﬂr'lt¢

ts il R
is totally blind. He commands their charities, inftead of

1 1 | S £ o p - .
seing the object of them. Every thing here is reverfed.

Thou wilt be impatient to hear why the king has appointed no miniftry.
If I may believe a man whohas always hi l"eru told me truth, the king has
no more to do with the choice of his miniftry, than thou with that of our
ferene emperor. Thou wilt reply, But can the king of England unmake
his minifters, and not make them? Ti uly I know net how that is. He
has left the town, and when a miniftry 1s formed he is to be made ac-
quainted with it. “T'he three factions are dealing svith each other to esme to
fome agreement, and to whatever they agree, the king muff. - Thou wilt
fay, Then he is noking. lanfwer, Not according to thy ideas: the Englith
think d'lﬂ';;]'(:nt!j'. Well ! wilt thou r'.i.}'., but in 1[1}' other letters thou haft
defcribed the people of England as not {o eafily fatished : will they fuffer
three fa@ions of different merits and prineiples to lord it over both king and
people? Will thofe who value royal authority, not regret the annthilation of
it? Will thofe who think the ancient minifters guilty, not be offended if
they are acain employed? Will thofe who rewar d*d the Teaft fa&tion for be-
ing difmiffed, not refent their uniting with thofe who L"mtnluttf. to their
expulfion? My friend Lien Chi, I tell thee things as they are; 1 pretend not
to account for the conduét of I.ngh!l‘.mru 1wl told thee before, they are incom-
Jirehenfible. Tt is but Jately that a + man entered into the king’s fervice, and
vacated his feat in the general affembly by it: the king p‘illl!ht.d him for it,
and would not let him be re-admitted into the gcncmi affembly—yet the
man who bowed not to the king may be rewarded for it. Farewell.

* Jultice Fielding. 4 Dr. Hay, who vacated his feat on being appointed 3 lord of the admiralty.

Yor.I. Ee : AN
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