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210 FUGITIVE PIECES

A N

I"N. Q. U=l "R &Y

INTO THE

PERSON aAaxp AGE

OF THE LONG-LIVED
COUNTESS or DESMON D.

HAVING a few years ago had a curiofity to inform myfelf of the parti-
culars of the life of the very aged countefs of Defmond, I was much
furprifed to find no certain account of {o extraordinary a perfon ; neither ex-
a@tly how long fhe lived, nor even who fhe was; the few circumflances
related of her depending on mere tradition. At Jaft I was informed that
{he was buried at-Sligo in Ireland, and a gentleman of that place was fo kind
as to procure for me the following infcriptions on the monument there;
which however foon convinced me of that fuppofition being a miftake, as
will appear by the obfervations in my letter, in confequence of this which
contained the epitaph,

To C. O. Efq.

Nymphsfhield ufl 22, 177,

DEAR SIR, ! 5 Aug 533 1757
HAVE made I think as accurate an extralt of all the inferiptions on
O'Conmnor’s monument as can be, even to copy the faults of the carver: 1
was many hours on a high ladder, and it coft much time to clear the letters.
2 The
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The lowelt infeription is this ; but you are to obferve, all the letters in the
original are capitals, and could not come in compafs to give it to you in that
manuer, as you will perceive.

* Hic jacet famofiffimus miles Donatus * Cornelianus comitatus Sligie
dominus cum full uxore illuftriflim dna Elinora Butler comitiffa Definonia
que me fieri fecit A® 1624 poft morte fui mariti qui obiit r1 Aug. A° 160q,
Itm ejus filia & primi mariti vizt comitis Defmonia T noie Elizabetha
valde virtuofiffima dna ‘fepulta fuit hoc in tumulo 31° Novem. anno Do-
mini 1623."

]uh above this 15 O'Connor in armour kneeling, and his hands raifed up
and joined as at prayer, his helmet on the ground behind him: a tree in
an efcutcheon, which is the arms of O’Connor, and a trophy on one fide,
and over his head this infcription :

“ Sic praeter czlum quia nil durabile fiftit,
1 Luccat ambobus Tux diuturna Dei.
Donate Connor Defmond Elinora marito B

On the wefk fide is the countefs with a coronet and her beads, kneeling,
and over her head this continuation of the preceding lines :

# Hune fieri tumulum fecit amena fuo.
Cum domino faxis Elinorz filia cumbit,
Et comitis Defmond Elizabetha virens.”

Between the two tablets, which contain the infcriptions, is a boar, and a
coronet over it of five balls, which I fuppofe belonged to Defmond.

On the fide of the countefs is an efcutcheon with the arms of Butler, and

under them a book open and a rofe on it, croffed by a fpade and flambeau

r
and an urn at bottom.

* Cornelianus is the defcendant of Cornelius, + Abbreviated for nomine.
which in Irith is Conagher, or, in the fhort way, 1 Luceat.
Conmar.

Eec 2 : Above
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Above there is a table with this infeription that runs from each end and
over both the former, and ornamented with an angel’s head at each end. It
does not pay any refpect to the poet’s arrangement, as you will perceive.

« Siccine Conatiz per quod florebat eburna
Uria tegit vivax corpora bina decus !
Siceine Donati twmulo conduritur in alto
Offa, que Momonia ficcine cura jacet!
Martia quz bello, mitis qua pace micabat,
Verfa eft in cineres ficcine veftra manus?
Siccine Penclope faxis Elinora fepultaeft,
Siccine marmoreis altera cafta Judith !
Mater Ierna genis humidis qua brachia tenda®,,
Mortis ero veftris, duétibus auéta, memor.”

Over this is O'Conner’s arms, viz. a tree; and crefl, a lion crowned.
The motto is, QU0 VINCI; VINCOR: On one fide -of thele 1s a figure with
a key lying on the breaft, and a {word in the deft.  On the other is a figure
witha fword in the right, and a book in the left lymg on the breaft; and
the whole is furmounted by a crucifix.

I am, fir,

Yours, &c.

This letter having been communicated to me by the gentleman who was
fo obliging as to make the enquiry, occafioned my fending him the following :

Ta C. O: Efg. :
Strawbersy-hill, Sept. 17, 178
SIR, y-hally Bept. 17, 1757
Shauld have thanked you the inftant I received the honour of your obliging
letter, if you had not told me that you was fetting out for Ireland: 1 am
now in pain left this thould not come to your hands, as you gave me no
dire¢tion, and I fheuld be extremely forry that you fltould think me capable,

* tendo.
fir,
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fir, of neglecting to thow my gratitude for the trouble you have given your-
felf. I cannot think of taking the liberty to give you any more, thm]:ril
ewn the inferiptions you have fent me have not cleared aw ay the LJ‘,]LL1“-::<,
relating to the countels of Defmond.—On the contrary, they make me
doubt T\"l{. her the lady interred at Sligo was the perfon reported to have
lived to fuch an immenfe age. If you will excufe me, 1 will flate my
objeétions.

I have often heard that the aged lady Defimond lived to one hundred and
fixty-two or fixty-three years. 1n the *account of her picture at W md{ur
|!L\ U]\{. her but one huudrul and f!It'v years Sir William Ter nn et , from
the r{]_m.au of lord Leicelter, l:.dL‘L:.\ it to one hundred and forty ; ad -ln
* That {he had been married out of Ex gland in the reign of Edw
fourth, and, being reduced to great poverty. by the ruin of the Irif
mto which the had m:

ard ‘....L'.‘
h famils
ied,.came from Briftol to London towards the end of
the reign of James the firft to beg relief from court.”

ily

Thisaccount by no means corre {ponds either with the-monument at Sligo,
or the new Irith Peerage by L m.u The great particular (befides: that of
Hu wonderful age) which mt:u_itud me it this enguiry,. w

5 the tradition
which fays, that the long-Tived lady Defimond had danced with Richard the
third, and always affirmed that he was a very well-made man.. Tt is fup-
f"rnlnl that this was the fame lady with whom the old lady Dacre had con-
verfed, and from whofe tﬂ[llllll:].l_‘_\ the & gave the fame acoount.

In the catalogue of the ancient earls of Defmond, inferted in the pedigree
ﬂf Kildare,.T can find no one who married an Englithwoman near the ermd
in queftion : but that we will wave ; it might have been a mi (take of fir
William,.or his autherity, the earl of Leicefter. Her _poverty might be a
erroneous, if Lodge’s account be truel, that the left three hundred pcmnda
to the chapel at Sli g0, the tomb in-which, as the nmltphun fiys, The creéled
in 1624. th here is the greateft di fliculty :- if {he was one hundred and

forty in 1636, according to Lndon_ the ra of her death (which by the way

Wwas in King Charles’s and not in kmcr ames’s reign); the was bornin 14 6
409

* Sce Pote’s Account of Windfor-caitl le; p418. $ Vol. i page 10,

t See his Effay on Health and long Life.
5 - Gerald
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Gerald earl of Defimond, her firlt hufband, died according to the Peerage in
1583. Bhe was therefore eighty-feven when fhe married O'Connor of Sligo
—That is poflible—If fhe lived ta oné hundred and forty, the might be
in the vigour of her age (at leaft not diflike the vigour. of his) at eighty-
feven. The earlof Defmond’s firft wife, fays Lodge (for our lady Eleanor
was his fecond), died in 1564 & if he re-married the next day, his bride muft
have been fixty-eight, and yet fhe had a fon and five daughters by him. I
fear, with all her juvenile powers, fhe muft bave been palt breeding at
fixty-eight.

Thefe accounts tally as little with her dancing with Richard the third :
hedied in 1485, and by my computation the was not born till 1496. If we
fuppole that {he died twelve years fooner, viz. in 1624, at which time the
tomb was erefted; and which would coincide with fir William Temple's
date of her death in the reign of James; and if we give her one hundred and
fifty vears, according to the Windfor account, the’ would then have been
born in 1474, and confequently was eleven years old at the death of king
Richard : but this fuppofition labours with as many difficulties. She could
not have been married in the reign of Edward the fourth, fcarcely have
danced with his brother ; and it is as little probable that the had much re-
membrance of his perfon—the point, I own, in which I am moft interefted—
not at all crediting the accounts of his deformity, from which Buck Has fo
well defended him, both by the filence of Comines, who mentions the
beauty of king Edward, and was too fincere to have pafled over fuch remark-
able uglinefs in a foreigner, and from do€tor Shaw’s appeal to the people be-
fore the Proteétor’s face, whether his highnefs was not a comely prince and
the exact image of his father. The power that could enflave them, could
not have kept them from laughing at fuch an apoftrophe, had the Protector
been as ill-fhapen as the Laneaftrian hiftorians reprefent him. Lady Del-
mond’s teftimony adds great weight to this defence.

But the more we accommodate her age to that of Richard the third, the lefs
it will fuit with that of her firft hufband. If the was born in 1474, her

having children by him (Gerald earl of Defmond) becomes vaftly more
improbable.

It
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It Is very remarkable, fir, that neither her tomb, nor Lodge, thould take
notice of this extraordinary perfon’s age ; and 1 own, if 1 knew how to con-
fult him without trefpafling on your goodnature and civility, I fhould be
very glad to ftate the foregoing difficulties to him. But I fear I have already

taken too great freedom with your indulgence, and am, &ec.

H. W.

P. S. Since I finifhed my letter, a new idea has ftarted, for difcovering
who this very old lady Defmond was, at leaft whofe wife the was, !T|]1P(;ﬂng
the perfon buried at Slizo not to be her.  Thomas the fixth earl of Definond
was forced to give up the earldom : but it is not improbable that his de-
feendants might ufe the title, as he certainly left iffue. His fon died, fays
L{:(‘;g{: #,0in 1452, leaving two fons, John and Maurice, John, l}eiug born
at leaft in 1451, would be above thirty at the end of Edward the fourth. If
his wife was {eventeen in the laft year of that king, fhe would have been
born in 1466, If therefore fhe died about 1625, the would be one hundred
and fifty-nine. This approaches to the common notion of her age, as the
ruin of the branch of the family into which the married does to fir William
Temple's. A few years more or lefs 1w certain parts of this hypothefis,
would but adjuft it ftill better to the accounts of her. Her hufband being
only a titular earl folves the difficulty of the filence of genealogifts on o ex=
traordinary a perfon.

Still we fhould be to learn of what family fhe herfelf was': and I find'a
new evidence, which agreeing with fir William Temple's account, feems to
clath a little with my laft fuppofition. This authority is no lefs than fir
Walter Raleigh’s, who in the fifth chapter of the firft book of his Hiftery of
the World, fays exprefily, that he himfelf “ knew the old countefs of Def-
mond of Inchiquin, who lived in the year 158¢, and many years fince,
who was married in Edward the fourth’s time, and held ker jointure from all
the earls of Defmond fince then ; and that this is true, all the noblemen and
gentlemen of Munfler can witnefs.,” Her holding a jointure from all the
earls of Defmond would imply that her hufband was not of the titular line,
but of that in poffeffion : yet that difficulty is not fo great, as no fuch lady

* Vol i page 14 ot
cing
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- * . 1 . o xr A, PR 1-1 S
being mentioned in the pedigree. By fir Walter's words 1t 1s probable tha

5 printed

{he was dead when he wrote that account of her.. His Hiftory
ier than I had fuppofed ;

in 1614 3 this makes the @ra of her death much e
but havine allowed her near one hundred and fixty years, taking away ten or
i  better with fir William Temple’

L}

twelve will make my h_\_|'-1.~t 15 2
count, and does not at all deftroy the aflumption of her being the wife of
&tures, which I fhould be

only g titular earl. However, all thefe are co

glad to have afcertained or confuted by any curious perfon who could pro-
duce authentic teftimonies of the birth, death and family of this very re-
markable lady ; and to excite or aflift which was the only purpofe of this

difquifition.

Having communicated thefe obfervations to the reverend do€tor Charles
Lyttelton, bithop of Carlifle, he foon afterwards found and gave me the fol-
lowing extratt from p. 36 of Smith’s Natural and Cavil Hiftory of the
Couniy of Corke, printed at-Dublin 1750, 8vo.

¢ # Thomas the thirteenth earl of Defmond, brother to Maurice the
eleventh earl, died this year (1534) at Rathkeile, being of a very great age,
and was buried at Youghall. He married, firlt, + Ellen, daughter of
Me<Carty of Mufkerry, by whom he had a fon, Maurice, who died vitd patris.
—The earl’s fecond wife was Catherine Fitzgerald, daughter of the Fitz-
geralds of the houfe of Drumana in the county of Waterford, This Cathe-
rine was the countefs that lived fo long, of whom fir Walter Raleigh makes
mention in his Hiftory of the World, and was reputed to live to one hun-
dred and forty years of age.”

This is the moft pofitive evidence we have ; the author quotes Ruffel’s
MS. If the was of the Fitzgeralds of Waterford, it will not in ftrifineds
agree with fir William Temple's relation of her being married out of Eng-
land ; by which we fhould naturally fuppofe that fhe was born of Englith
blood.—Yet his account is fo vague, that it ought not to be fet againft ab-
folute affertion, fuppofing the Ruffel MS. to be of good authority enough to
fupport what it is quoted to fupport in 17350,

¢ His name was James, and he was the twelfth earl. 4 See Lodge's Peerage, vol. i. p. 16.

[Tpnn
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1'pnn the whole, and to reduce this lady’s age as low as pofiible, making

it at the fame time coincide with the moﬂ pmhahlc ﬂCﬁ:[JUI'Ll.b, we will {“'L"

pofe that fhe was married at fiftcen in 1483, the laft year of Edward the
J.‘w.u.f .md that the died in 1612, two years before the publication of fir
Walter Raleigh’s Hiftory, the will then have been no lefs than * one hun-

dred and forty-five
and, I hope, to excufe this enquiry 1.

NG F

HAVING, by permiffion of his grace the obtaued
a copy of the pl:‘:h re-at Windfor, cz *ch The countefs of Defmond, T dif-
covered that it is nef her pnrl:rtut* On the back is written in an old hand,
The Mother of Rembrandt, given by Siy Robert Carr. In the Catalogue of
King Charles's Colleétion of Plﬁuras, p. 150, N° 101, is deferibed the por-
trait of an old woman with a great fearf upon her head, by Rembrandt, in a
black frame; given to the king by my lord Ankrom. This was the very
fir Robert Kerr, earl of Ancram, mentioned above, and the meafures anfwer

years of age, a particularity fingular enough to exdite,

02

lord chamberlain,

exattly.

* Lord Bacon, fays Fuller, computed her age
to be one hundred and f(.rrly at leaft; and :!ddtd,
that fhe three times had a new fet of teeth; for fo
1 underfiand fer wices (fw:f:':gﬁ', not that (he re-
covered them three times after calting them, as
Fuller tranflates it, which is giving her four fets
of teeth. Worthies in Northumb. p. 310,

4 I cannot omit an anecdote, though too ex-
tr.lmn;ﬁ:mrjr to be E.I'VEH as aurhcnt'rc, rclating to
this lady, In an original MS. written by Robert
the fecond earl of Leicelter, (from whom fir W.
Temple fays he received the account of lady Del-

Vor. I,

Ff

mond) and n’“ml.‘zliuing memorandums of remark-
able fadts, it i faid that that old countels came
to England to folicit' & penfion at the end of
queen Elizabeth’s reign, and was o poor that
fhe walked from Briftol to London her daughter
being roo decrepit to go on foot, was earried in
“ The countels, adds lord Leicelter,
-r had (he not met
3 for the would needs

a cart.
might have lived much k
with a kind of violent de
elimb a nut-tree to ¢ r|+"L T Tits; |g111l'||no'.ln\t Ny
fhe hurt her thi |-|1, which brought a fever, and
that fever h{mlgh death.”
hier death to the end of that reign.

I T l (. {nl 11L' axes

INSCRIPTTON
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