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290 FUGITLEVE PLECES

AN R T IS EMENT

PAUL HENTZNER’
*ACCOUNT or ENGLAND,

In the YEAR 1598.

OCTOR BIRCH, in his Summary of fir Thomas Edmondes’s State-

papers, has publifhed a fhort extraét from the following obfolete au-

thor, which, for the elegance of the Latin, and the remarkable defcription

of queen Elizabeth, has been defervedly admired : her beft portraits fearcely
exhibit a more lively image.

The original werk, of which perhaps there are not above four or five co-
pies in England, is an Itinerary through Germany, Eng]am{, France, and
Italy, performed by Hentzner, a travelling tutor to a young German noble-
man. That doctor Birch has extratted the moft interefting paffage in the
whole book, is certain : yet it records fome circumftances and cuftoms not
unworthy the notice of an Englith antiquarian, and which are mentioned no
where elfe. For thefe reafons, 1 flatter myfelf, that a publication of the
part relating to our own country might not be an unacceptable prefent to
perfons of curiofity. ‘The tranflation was the production of the idle hours of
another gentleman .

* Printed at Mr. Walpole's private prefs at Strawberry-hill. t Mr.R. Bentley.
The
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The authoer feems to have had that laborious and indifcriminate paffion for
SEEING, which is remarked n his countrymen ; and, as his tranflator ob-
ferved, enjoyed as much the doubtful head of a more doubtful faint in
pickle, as any upon the fhoulders of the beft Grecian ftatue, Fortunat

memorable a perfonage as queen Elizabeth happened to fall under |
tice: Ten years later, he would have
of Denmark !

been as accorate in painting Anne

The excels of refpeftful ceremonial ufed at decking her majefty's table,
though not in her prcib:wc, and the kind of adoration and genufle&tion paid
to her p{.'rf_u]l, :‘111pr(1ﬂth to eaftern homare. When we ob{

uch worfhip

offered to an old won k te falfe red hair,

, with bare neck

it makes one {mile ; but makes one re b 1 nfe was couched
under thofe weakneles, and which could command fuch awe from a nation

o o laind )
like England !

but one

Not to anticipate the entertainment of the reader, I fhall make
more refleétion. We are apt to think that fir William Temple and king
ind : by
thofe at

William were in a manner the introducers of

wrdening into IS

the defcription of lord Burleigh
Nonfuch, we find that the magnificent, though falfe tafte, was known here
as early as the reigns of Henry VIIL and his davghter. “There is fearce an
unnatural and 1.-_1111}':1.'1.1{‘1;11; ilﬂ[_)]'np:':.t:l'}' at \"_C]'i:‘l-ll]l.::é, which we do not find in

1eobalds, and of

§ eardens at

Hentzner's defcription of the gardens above mentioned.

Wi
tranflation, 1 have left them in the orig

th regard to the orthography of proper na

1 neh corrected in the
1al as T found them.—Act i

that r was not the author's merit: it :
lithmen : the French are neelizent of it to an affectation ; yet the author of

es Hifforiques complains that other nations corrupt French names!

8. which it is impoffible

Jr_c'.-' A
{e himfelf gives fome Englifh ones in page 247, 2
to decypher. RBaflompierre calls York-houfe, Fore
Inhimthort. Asa foldier and embaffador, he was not o
names of houfes; when he turned author, there was no excufe for not
being intelligible. Even Voltaire, who writes the language fo well, 1s care-
lefs in our titles, In England, it is the defect of a fervant to blunder in pro-

hauy, and Kenfington,
red to know the
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per names. It is one of thofe filly pretenfions to pu]itﬁnui?., which nations
that affect a fuperiority have always cultivated—for, in all affectations, de-
fects are merits, ‘The readers of hiftory love certainty: it is pity the writers
do not.  What confufion would it have faved, if it had not been the cuftom
of the Jews to call every Darius and ArtaXerxes, Ahafuerus! It were to be
withed, that all nations would be content to ufe the appellations which peo-
ple or refpective countries have chofen for themfelves. Proper names
ought never to be tortured to any particular idiom. What a ridiculous
compofition is Auluge!/! Who can conceive that Meylands fignifies Milan ; or
1 :,tr[]mu., Livorne i f‘ ‘\-‘l hen one is mifled by a proper name, the only ufe of
W ]m_h is to direft, one feels like the countryman, who Lm'nplan'td That
the houfes hindered him from feeing Paris. —The thing becomes an obftruction

to itfelf,
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